BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Aquila, Inc., for
) 

an Accounting Authority Order Concerning Fuel
)
Case No. EU-2005-0041
 

Purchases.






)  

Public Counsel’s Opposition to 

AmerenUE’s Application to Intervene

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel), and for its Opposition to AmerenUE’s Application to Intervene states as follows:

1.
On September 2, 2004, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE (AmerenUE) filed an Application to Intervene in this matter, stating: 

“AmerenUE seeks intervention because it believes that it will or may be impacted by the outcome of this proceeding.  In particular, as an electric utility, AmerenUE will be directly impacted by any new accounting treatment of fuel costs that the Commission may permit Aquila to adopt.  If a particular accounting treatment is ultimately approved by the Commission in this proceeding, AmerenUE will consider proposing the adoption any such treatment of fuel costs for its own operations in the future.”

Ibid, pp. 1-2.

2.
Public Counsel disputes AmerenUE’s claim that it will be “directly impacted” by the relief sought by Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) in its AAO Application.  Aquila is asking for an Accounting Authority Order (AAO) relating to any fuel costs incurred above the Interim Energy Charge (IEC) ceiling agreed upon by all parties to Aquila’s last rate case, Case No. ER-2004-0034.  AmerenUE does not have an IEC or any other similar fuel costs mechanism.  AmerenUE was not a party to Case No. ER-2004-0034, where the IEC was created through a Stipulation and Agreement approved by the Commission.  AmerenUE cannot, in any way, be impacted positively or negatively by any relief that may be ordered in this instant case.  

3.
If AmerenUE does consider requesting relief similar in a future case to that requested by Aquila in this case, the Commission should consider AmerenUE’s requested relief in the context of AmerenUE’s own particular circumstances.  

WHERFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission deny AmerenUE’s Application to Intervene as a party to this proceeding.
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