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LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Today is April 9th. It

Is approximately 1:05 p.m This Comm ssion has set
this tinme for prehearing conference in the case
captioned as in the matter of the application of
Ameren Transm ssion Conpany of Illinois for a
certificate of conveni ence and necessity under Section
393170.1 RSMo. relating to transm ssion investnents in
nort hwest and northeast Mssouri, and that's File
Nurmber EA-2024-0302.

My nane is Riley Fewell. 1'mthe
regulatory law judge in this matter. There's not a
court reporter with us this afternoon, but the
conference will be recorded to be later transcri bed.

We can get started wth the attorneys
maki ng their entries of appearance, beginning with
ATXI .

MR. FOSCO  Thank you, Your Honor. Carnen
Fosco with the law firmof Witt Sturtevant, LLP, 180
North LaSalle Street, Suite 2020, Chicago, Illinois
60601 appearing on behalf of Ameren Transm ssion
Conpany of Illinois. Also appearing on behal f of
Anmeren Transm ssion Conpany of Illinois is Jason
Kumar, K-UMA-R wth Aneren Service Conpany, 1901
Chout eau Avenue, P.O Box 66149, St. Louis, M ssour
63166.
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LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you, counsel. For

t he Comm ssion staff.

MR. VANDERGRI FF:  Good norni ng, Your Honor.
Eric Vandergriff here. Qur address is P.O Box -- 200
Madi son Street, P.O Box 360, Jefferson Gty, M ssour
65102. Appearing with us is also Travis Pringle.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. And the
O fice of the Public Counsel.

M5. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. This
Is Anna Martin. |'man associate attorney with the
Ofice of the Public Counsel. Qur address -- sorry, |
believe it's already on file.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. Cdean Gid
Al |1 ance.

M5. WLLIS: Sorry, Your Honor. It's
taking ny video a mnute. This is Judith Anne WIllis
fromthe Law O fice of Judith Anne WIllis, P.O
Box 106088, Jefferson Cty, Mssouri, 65110.

LAW JUDGE FEVELL: Thank you.

M5. WHEELER: And this is Elizabeth
Wheel er, | apologize. |t appears ny canera i s not
working. | amin-house counsel at Cean Gid
Al l'iance, and our address is 570 Asbury Street,

Suite 201, Saint Paul, M nnesota 55104.
LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. For
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M dconti nent | ndependent System Oper at or,

| ncor por at ed.

MR. MEYER This is Max Meyer appearing on
behal f of M SO M address is 2985 Anes Crossing
Road, Eagan, M nnesota 55121. |'mjoined by ny
co-counsel, Jeffrey Small whose address is 720 Gty
Center Drive, Carnel, Indiana 46032. And we're also
joined by our |ocal counsel, who I'lIl let introduce
hi nsel f.

MR. STEI NVEI ER: Thank you, Your Honor.
This is Wlliam Steinneier fromWIIliamD. Steinneier,
PC, 2031 Tower Drive in Jefferson Cty, 65109, also
appearing on behalf of M SO

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. M ssour
Joint Electric Uility Conm ssion.

M5. WHI PPLE: Good afternoon, Judge Fewel|.
This i s Peggi e Wi ppl e appeari ng on behalf of MEC, and
al so today appearing with ne are Doug Heal y.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. Renew
M ssouri Advocates.

M5. MERS: Yes. This is N cole Mrs,
general counsel for New Mssouri. Qur address is 501
Fay Street, Suite 206, Colunbia, M ssouri 65201.

Thank you.
LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. And Sierra
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C ub.

M5. RUBENSTEIN: Good afternoon. Sarah
Rubenstein on behalf of Sierra Cub. I'mwth G eat
Ri vers Environnental Law Center. Qur address is 319
North 4th Street, Suite 100, St. Louis, M ssour
63102.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you, counsel. So
this procedural conference or prehearing conference
was called to address how we'll proceed in this matter
and whether the parties desire a hearing. There was a
hearing requested by the O fice of Public Counsel a
couple of -- | guess, a nonth ago. Since then, |'ve
re-opened the intervention deadline, and | know t hat
t here were concerns about due process and notice given
to | andowners that OPC had addressed, and | believe
ATXI has since given notice to anyone that they
bel i eved had not received it at that tinme; is that
correct?

MR. FOSCO That is correct, Your Honor.
That additional notice was sent. W don't know t hat
all of themdidn't get notice, but we -- we did send
two -- two additional |andowners who our research
reveal ed did not receive notice and four others who
did -- notice was sent, but there was either sone

m nor or, you know, other address revision, but it was
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sent -- additional notice was sent to all six of those

| andowner s.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Ckay. And Ms. Martin,
does that satisfy the due process concerns that you
had?

M5. MARTIN:. So | don't -- |I'mnot exactly
sure. | -- as | saidinny filing, | wasn't able to
get into contact with all of the assessors, and even
wth the two that | did contact, | didn't necessarily
| ook at the entire part of the line that was in their
county. | just |ooked at DO 27 versus DO 28. So
while | -- | don't want to say they -- you know, other
people mssed it or anything like that. | just -- |
cannot confirm whet her everybody has gotten notice or
not .

And | think | spoke to M. Fosco about that
alittle bit after we had done our filing, that |
wasn't sure because | didn't receive all of the
parcels that the assessors told nme -- or that the
assessors have for their entire line. | have also --
at least for the people that | have seen, either
comment or have contacted ne personally, | have sent
out notice about this new intervention deadline, and I
al so sent one to the four assessors for the four

counties. So hopefully Iandowners will get it one way
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or the other.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Sure. And | hate to
keep you on the spot, but with that, | guess, do any
of the parties -- and I'mgoing to ultimately give a
deadline that's -- that's after the intervention
deadl i ne, even the response tine for interventions.

Do any of the parties have any concerns with the
revised conditions that have been filed when that
would -- the status report was filed? It |ooked |ike
many of the parties had not agreed to them but they
had not objected, and | don't know that OPC has given
a response to that.

M5. MARTIN. Are you talking just to ne?

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Specifically to you,
Ms. Martin, but -- but really, if any of the parties
have any concerns currently, otherwise, | wll
ultimately give a deadline, and I'Il order that this
af t er noon.

M5. MARTIN. Gotcha. So what | do know
Is -- | nmean, a lot of our concern is about the -- |
did focus on notice for ny -- for ny filing. It was
al so kind of a sub -- sub-concern which was, you know,
handl i ng of | andowners, is this the best -- best path,
have they done the work that they need to do to ensure

that this is the best path, especially given that
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there were | andowners that we didn't even know about.

So | think that a ot of ny concern can be
ki nd of condensed down into -- | nean, of course,
| andowner of notice and things like that, but it can
ki nd of be condensed down into, |ike, man over
I nteraction, | guess, so. Mking sure that the siting
Is the best and not just fromthe topographical naps
that ATXI has reviewed, but it -- wth consideration
of the actual public that it's being affected.

One thing that | didn't really nention in
my filing, but sonmething that was in the back of ny
head as | was witing it was, | was thinking about
everything that's going on with Gain Belt, which | do
know is a different situation, but | also don't want
this line to end up taking years and years and years
to get started because of suits and things |ike that,
but that's sonething else I'mtrying to hel p kind of
avoid before it starts because | -- and | talked to
other -- the other parties about how | amvery
I nterested, and | amvery aware that we do need this
line, and a ot of the |andowners that |'ve spoken to
al so agree that we need this line, so. It -- that's
nore of the routing and where it's going and the
research and all of that is another concern that |

have heard from | andowners and that | have kind of
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felt for a while when | ooking at how this case was

handl ed - -
LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Ckay.
MS. MARTIN: -- though, | --
LAW JUDGE FEWELL: So -- go ahead. Sorry.
M5. MARTIN:.  Though, you know, if it cones
down to it, ny big -- well, | would Iike us to work on

maybe sone ot her conditions fromthe OPC s point of

vi ew before going forward in terns of | -- | don't
necessarily want nmy concerns to also prevent the |ine.
| don't -- | think that, that is not hel pful for
anybody, so. | do want to -- that's the bal anci ng act
that | have been struggling with since | canme on the
case. |'ve been thinking about this stuff. Maybe
nore than is good for ny nental health, so.

| think that we -- I'm-- I'"m-- 1| like
what staff has. | think that possibly there are a few
ot her things that the OPC would want to add nore in
line with taking | andowner consideration into account
and just noving forward what we coul d do.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Wuld you all -- |
guess, with that, Ms. Martin, it doesn't sound |ike
you're necessarily -- if -- with -- kind of still
unbrella view, rather, and kind of with that

I ntervention pending, it doesn't sound |ike you're
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necessarily still seeking to hearing at this

particular tinme, depending on intervention responses
and things and who may apply to intervene or --

M5. MARTIN. Yeah. | -- | think -- and
I ntervening as well as, you know, negotiating with
ATXI about sone conditions that | think we would --

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Sure.

M5. MARTIN: -- to put on there. | do know
that | have spoken to at | east one | andowner or one
counsel for -- and |andowner. | can think of actually
a fewoff the top of ny head. |'mthinking of one
because | talked to themtoday that is thinking about
seeking to intervene, so. That is sonething el se that
| appreciate you acknow edgi ng that | andowner
Intervention is -- is a highly (inaudible).

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Sure. Wuld the parties
be opposed to having settl enent conference or another
status report due sonetine in early May to kind of
circle back on this whether there are intervenors or
not and see if you all can come to an agreenent on any
additional conditions that OPC nay have or other
parties may have? |s there any objection to that?

MR. FOSCO  Your Honor, | nmay need to
confer with ny co-counsel, but you know, the last --

as of the date we filed the joint status report, it
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was for everyone but OPC. | don't know that any of
the other parties have change -- we have not been
advi sed of any change in position in anyone that
has -- can speak up today, but you know, we understand
that's agreed. W certainly agree with OPC that this
line is necessary and -- and it needs to nove forward.
You know, this case is nine nonths old. W've
accommodated all of staff's requests for tinme and for
| ocal public hearings, and -- and we are getting to
the point where the schedule for this project can
start to run into issues. There's only a certain tine
of year that the conpany can clear, you know,
vegetati on, you know, due to protected habitat, and we
don't want to have any unnecessary del ay.

This -- the -- you know, we've spoken wth
OPC before, but they have not proposed any conditions.
You know, we note that staff's conditions that the
conpany agreed to, you know, provide a nmechanismto
accommodate, you know, mcrositing if parties agree,
so that's already there. |'mnot sure what else OPC
has in mnd, but if we could discuss that, | --
M. Kumar, | don't know if you -- you know, you want
to add. | think we're -- you know, we certainly would
like to get a -- you know, an agreed resol ution of

this case and nove forward, so we can nove forward
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wth the project, but -- but at the sanme tine, Your

Honor, we do, you know, if OPC wants to file testinony
eventual ly, we don't want that del ayed anynore. |
mean, it's nine nonths into the case, and if that's
their intent, you know, we'd rather get a schedule
set. | don't -- it doesn't sound like that is, but
| -- you know, that's -- that's why we're here today
Is kind of figure out how to proceed forward.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Sure. How about | set
a -- ny thought was to set it for May 2 and have any
parties that have any -- so OPC, if you have any
additional conditions you' d |ike to propose or -- or
again, a -- questions or what-have-you, any kind of
response to the revised conditions, would that be a
good deadline for everyone that woul d be passed if
sonmeone were to intervene on the 18th, response tine
woul d be around the 28th, that way we're not pushing
this out to your point, M. Fosco, too far, but.
G ves everyone tine to articulate their positions.

M5. MARTIN. | will say fromthe OPC s
point of view, | think that, that -- | -- | do know
t hat we have soneone who has di scussed the possibility
of preparing testinony in our office, and | do believe
that -- | -- 1 think that May 2nd shoul d be fine.

There are a | ot of parts that we have -- and a | ot of
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peopl e we've been talking to. | do kind of -- | would

like to gently push back on the idea that |andowner
concern i s an unnecessary -- unnecessary delay. |
t hi nk that addressing those concerns now will actually
prevent delays in the future, so. | did just want to
make that comrent as well.

LAW JUDGE FEWELL: Okay. Well, |
appreci ate everyone comng, and I -- | -- that was ny
plan fromthe start. |'mglad that -- that sounds
like it's a good position forward, and again, if --
and | know M. Fosco said he didn't believe that the
parties had changed positions, but if that does happen
in any sort of way, giving until May 2nd to kind of
figure out where we'll be going fromthere, but |l
| ssue that order this afternoon, and hopefully, the
concerns that anyone has can be resol ved and prevent
any ot her delays that can work out, otherw se.

Thank you, guys, again for show ng up
today, and | hope you guys have a good afternoon. W
can adjourn this conference.

MR. FOSCO Thank you, Your --

(Audi o ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court

Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do

hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a

transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court

reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system

of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages

constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone
recor di ng.

(/WLQ@M@ % / Cfé’xu
Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR

Dat e:
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