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LAW JUDGE WALKER: The conference -- raoe?
it's -- we're going to go on the record. It's
April 10th, 2025. It is 3:00 p.m This is a
procedural conference in EO 2025-0228. The
application of Wiite River Valley Electric
Cooperative, Incorporated, is the conplainant.

My nane is Karolin Wal ker, and |I'mthe
regul atory law judge in this matter. W're going to
begin by having the attorneys enter their appearances.
Let's start with Wiite River Valley Electric
Cooper ati ve.

M5. MCCORD: This is Megan McCord on behal f
of White River Valley Electric Cooperative,
| ncor por at ed.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Thank you, Megan. |Is
there -- yeah. | know there's Conm ssion staff. |
can see you. Conmm ssion staff.

M5. KLAUS: Yes. Thank you. Al exandra
Kl aus on behalf of staff. Qur offices are at 200
Madi son Street, Jefferson City, Mssouri 65102.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Thank you, Al exandra.

O fice of Public Counsel. Anybody for Liberty?

M5. CARTER Hi, Judge. This is D ana

Carter for the Enpire District Electric Conpany, doing

busi ness as Liberty.
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LAW JUDGE WALKER: Ckay. Thank you, Dana

{sic}. And is there anybody that |'ve m ssed?

Ckay. | have a few disclainers. The
procedural conference is called to discuss a
procedural schedule. And it's under the jurisdiction
of the Commi ssion, and we're not here to address
outside lawsuits, bankruptcy matters, disciplinary
actions, federal agency issues, anything that's not
rel evant to what we're discussing today. W don't
have a hearing date yet, but for everyone, | would
| i ke your available dates fromthe last two weeks in
August through Cctober, and the reason it's so late is
because we currently only have, like, three days in
June that are open and only a few days in July, so.

And to let you know, just how this process
wor ks, you can suggest the dates that you would |ike,
but the Comm ssion deci des when the hearing is, and |
would like -- | would like you all to discuss the
procedural schedule. | understand that you -- |
understand from Al exandra's pl eadi ngs that you' ve all
been discussing it every day. And I'd like to know
what's going on with it.

M5. MCCORD: Sure. Judge, if | may.

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Absol utely.

M5. MCCORD: This is Megan McCord for Wiite
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Ri ver. Thank you.

From what | understand, staff and Wite
Ri ver were able to agree on nost dates that are on a
procedural schedule. W were really attenpting to get
this case wapped up, you know, in the 90-day
tineline, if possible, and we had May 16th set aside
as an avail able hearing date for both parties. | -- |
haven't heard from Liberty on that. | certainly
understand if you have to push it back. But this is
an active developnent, and I'mtrying very hard to
make sure the devel opers stays on schedul e so that
t hey can get service when they need to, and | don't
think they can wait quite that long until August, but
certainly, if that's what the Comm ssion needs to do,
we can do that, so. Wth that being said, | have lots
of availability in -- in that tine frane, if we need
to discuss that.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: So do you have -- you're
sayi ng, Megan, that you have agreed to all of the
dates in the procedural schedul e?

M5. MCCORD: The schedul e that was
circulated by Lexi, | can conply with, ny client can
conmply with, yes. W are fine with those dates.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: |s everything included
I n that schedul e before May 16t h?
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M5. MCCORD: You know, it's a tight
tinmeline, but we do have dates for direct testinony,
staff reports, rebuttal testinony, we've got a
pretrial conference date |ist of issues, exhibits,
statenent of positions. |It's tight. But the case has
been pendi ng, you know, now, | think, for two nonths
and -- or maybe not quite that |ong, but we've been
trying to get it noving since then with getting dates
and things and getting everybody on board, so.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | agree with you, Megan,
which is why | have this procedural conference. |
want to nove this case off the dine and get us closer
to a hearing.

M5. MCCORD: Yeah.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | gquess, | -- |'"ll ask
Lexi to -- go ahead. \Whoever that is.

M5. CARTER  Sorry. | -- | apologize. I'm
on the phone, so it's a little bit harder for ne to
tell on the talking. W had a neeting with staff and
OPC. They're in person this norning, and | am headi ng
back to Joplin nowin the car, so | -- | apologize if
" mtal ki ng over soneone. This is D ana Carter for
Enpi r e.

| -- as -- as we've been discussing, the

three of us, by e-mail, we do not agree with the
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proposed schedule as | believe it allowed about five

days in between the filing of direct, rebuttal
testinony, so. That, | believe, is just inherently
unfair for Enpire. It has -- that would not be
sufficient tine to review direct testinony.
Qoviously, that would not allow tine to review any
data requests and direct testinony, and then prepare
rebuttal testinony. That seens patently unfair for
Li berty --

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Ckay.

M5. CARTER: -- to have such tinme schedul e.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Do -- do you have a
schedul e that you proposed?

M5. CARTER Yes. By e-mmil, what -- not
the entire schedule. | suggested a date for rebuttal,
and then we can just nove the date out accordingly.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: And where is Liberty in
all of this? They're an intervenor in this case.

What is their procedural schedule, and what has been
their interaction with you all in terns of the
schedule. They're a party.

M5. CARTER |I'msorry, | did not hear
t hat .

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Wl |, just anyone can

answer the question. | nean, Liberty is a party in

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

N N N DN NN P PP,
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ w N+, O

Prehearing Conference Vol | April 10, 2025
] ] ] . Page 7
the suit, and the notion says it -- the -- the parties

have been tal ki ng about every day. So where are they
in terns of the procedural schedule? Lexi, can you
speak to that?

M5. KLAUS: Yes, Judge. So between the
wor kdays of Friday, March 28th, and Tuesday, April
8th, staff did send correspondence to -- or was able
to communicate with the parties every day except for
Thursday, April 3rd. W did have an original initial
schedul e that was proposed about April 1st by Wite
River. There were sone tweaks that were made to that,
that was circulated to the parties. Unfortunately,
that version did not work. W did receive a suggested
rebuttal date of May 12th from Liberty, and we did
I ncorporate that into the nost recent version of the
procedural schedule that Ms. McCord had nentioned. |
do note that, that May 12th rebuttal testinony date is
60 days fromthe date on which Liberty filed its
notion to intervene.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Ckay. Well, Ms. MCord,
| have to tell you that | think May 16th is incredibly
optimstic interns of a trial date. | don't think we
have any availability in May, and the other thing is,
" msure she hasn't told you, but staff counsel's

office is down three attorneys, so.
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M5. MCCORD: (n.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Ms. Klaus is doing her
wor k and the work of nmaybe three other people, so.
W're a little backed up here.

M5. MCCORD: Absolutely. | understand
that, certainly.

LAW JUDGE WVALKER: | nean, her --

M5. MCCORD: Yeah.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Wl |, does anyone have a
suggesti on about how we resolve this conflict?

M5. MCCORD: Judge, if | may, you know,
there's been one other case like this at the Public
Servi ce Conmm ssion under the Territory Law 386.800 and
that was kept with a pretty tight tineline. | know --
| was involved in that case, and | know there were
often tines filings that were ordered, and then due
two days later, and I -- | have a vague nenory of
filing things on a Sunday one tine, so. | know that
sonetinmes these cases are, you know, on a tight
tineline, and it's not fun to have to get responses
back within a week or sonething like that, but. | --
| just ask that you do what you can to, obviously,
wth deference to staff counsel, but just to keep the
case noving for ny clients, because as | said, they've

got a devel opnent under construction and they really
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need to wap it up for the devel oper, otherwi se, we're

going to have a -- a big devel opnent and those that
don't have power, so.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Wl |, go ahead. Lexi,
do you have anything to add to this?

M5. KLAUS: Just to say, you know,
originally, we had indicated in a status report that
we were trying to operate with an April 21st report
date. That has since been altered to the nost recent
version of the proposed procedural schedule to
May 2nd. So we are trying to work with all parties to
find dates that work with everybody and nove as
quickly and efficiently as possible with this, but we
do understand that the Commi ssion's cal endar is rather
packed for the next few nonths. | know Ms. McCord has
said that August m ght not be the nost preferred, but
if that's what it needs to be fromstaff's
perspective, then -- then we understand.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Do you think that you
can neet the deadlines that are in the current
proposed procedural schedul e?

M5. KLAUS: |'m quite hopeful that we can.
Ms. McCord had nentioned a previous case, and she can
correct me if I"'mwong, but I -- | think I recall

sone notions to suspend the procedural schedul e at
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certain points and, you know, maybe that's a tool in

the tool box for this case as well.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Yeah. | -- we're really
trying not to -- we're trying to collapse the notions
for continuance and the extensions at |east fromthe
adj udi cati on perspective. But you know what? Let's
do this. The three of you and Lexi, wll you, please,
contact Liberty, send ne your proposed procedural
schedul es, the ones you would |ike, and Ms. MCord, |
understand and | feel your pain in terns of timng,
so. Gve ne your avail able dates from June through
Cct ober, and maybe we can fit you in those three days
in June or those few days in July. Don't send ne a
procedural schedule if you cannot adhere to.

M5. MCCORD: Absolutely. Thank you, Judge.
| appreciate that.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | f you need to nmake it
| onger, make it |onger; does that sound good?

M5. MCCORD: Sounds great for Wite River.
Thank you, Judge.

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Ms. Carter?

M5. CARTER  Yes. Thank you, Judge.

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Lexi ?

M5. KLAUS: Judge, may | ask when woul d you
like to have this filed by?
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LAW JUDGE WALKER: Well, 1'd Iike to have

it filed tonmorrow, but how about Mbnday?

M5. KLAUS: W can do our best, and you had
said not the schedule that staff and Wiite Ri ver had
wor ked out. That is not what you want fil ed?

LAW JUDGE WVALKER:  No. | do want that.
That's what they want.

M5. KLAUS: Ckay.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | want them -- you don't
have to file it with the Conm ssion. Wll, | guess,
you do have to file it with the Comm ssion. How about
this. 1'lIl issue an order tonorrow and ask you to --
to file procedural schedules by Mnday, and | want
each of you and Liberty to file a schedule that you
can adhere to and that you can neet and that you're
happy wth, and then, you know, |I'm going to resolve

the conflicts that you cannot resolve, and it sounds

|ike there are very few It sounds |ike you have one
day you have a problemwth so far. But | wll get
t hem and | ook them over, and we'll go fromthere.

Does that sound good?

M5. KLAUS: | think so.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Al right. Well, thank
you all. This is great. | feel |ike we nade sone

real progress here.
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M5. MCCORD: Thank you, Judge. | really
appreci ate your diligence with this.
LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Ckay.
M5. KLAUS: Thank you, Judge. Appreciate
your tinmne.
(Audi o ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court

Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do

hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a

transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court

reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system

of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages

constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone
recor di ng.

(/WLQ@M@ % / Cfé’xu
Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR

Dat e:
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