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LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Let's go on

the record. Today's date is April 21st of 2025, and
the current tine is 9:01 a.m This prehearing
conference is being conducted via Wbex for the
conveni ence of the parties.

The Comm ssion has set aside this tine
today for a procedural conference in the case
captioned as Cheri Meadows, conplainant, versus Gain
Belt Express, LLC, and that is EC 2025-0136.

My nane is John Cark. |'mthe regulatory
| aw j udge overseeing this prehearing conference. |'m
going to begin by asking the parties to enter their
appearance for the record, starting with Ms. Meadows.

CHERI MEADOWS: |'m here.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you,

Ms. Meadows. Gain Belt Express.

MR. SCHULTE: H . This is Andrew Schulte
with Polsinelli Law Firmon behalf of Gain Belt
Express. And also with ne, but off canmera is Anne
Cal | enbach.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. | was going to ask
that. Thank you. And on behalf of the Comm ssion

staff.
M5. HANSEN:. Andrea Hansen and Travis
Pringle.
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. And on behaﬂf
of the Ofice of the Public Counsel.

MR. POSTON: Marc Poston for OPC.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. I'mgoing to
rem nd everybody that pursuant to Conm ssion Rule 20
CSR 4240- 2. 090, Subsection 6, the presiding officer
can rule on procedural and substantive issues at a
prehearing conference. Now, | believe -- and if I'm
I ncorrect, please correct nme, but | believe Grain Belt
had requested this prehearing conference; is that
correct?

MR. SCHULTE: Yes, Judge.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And | know that there are
a few notions out there that | haven't ruled on, and
one of those | held off ruling on given that we had a
procedural or prehearing conference scheduled. Wy am
| having this conference today?

MR. SCHULTE: Essentially, we wanted to get
the parties together to tal k about what we could
expect at the evidentiary hearing. And there are
sone -- there's the -- the subject of the notion to
strike, and | think the dispute over the |ist of
| ssues as well as Ms. Meadows' position statenent, |
think all kind of -- there's a common thread that

connects all of those which is that we believe there's
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a bit of a noving target, and there's a new i ssue that

has arisen just recently that we are concerned and
believe that there -- that, that is not appropriate
for the evidentiary hearing because it was not raised
earlier, and it was first raised in -- on March 21st
in Ms. Meadows' reply to a notion for reconsideration.
And | think it's best actually captured in paragraph 6
of that reply to the notion for reconsideration which
It reads that, you know, M. Meadows says that she had
numer ous replies throughout her formal conplaint that
pointed to her |ack of understanding of the definition
of an order and how the routing of the line in the
PSC s role in proving it worked.

Grain Belt does not dispute that sentence,
and we think that that's a pretty accurate summary of
what her previous -- what her formal conplaint in her
previ ous pleadings had indicated. Wat we have
concern with is the follow ng sentence in that sane
par agraph which is that I contend G ain Belt Express
and its affiliates used that |ack of know edge to
their advantage to prevent nme fromcontacting the PSC
sooner and possibly causing themto have to nove their
line, and then that's repeated, | think, in her
position statenent at the top of page 2 -- sorry.

G abbi ng the wong docunent. Where she says that the
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evidence will show the conpl ai nant was m sl ed about

Grain Belt's ready to nove the line off the
conplainant's property by a representative of Grain
Belt, and our concern is that the intentional acts on
behal f of Gain Belt were not previously part of this
conplaint until March 21st. Previously, it was about
whet her we had followed the routing criteria in the
Comm ssion's order and -- and so, we're prepared to
tal k about the routing process, the routing criteria,
and everything that, that entails including her
concerns about safety and things |like cell phone
service, and those types of issues that are all
related to the routing.

What we had not prepared for until, you
know, late in the -- in the process here was this
I ntentional acts of msleading her. And, so that's
what we have a concern about, and that's why we wanted
to -- and we believe that the Conmmi ssion's order
denying the notion to dismss identified the specific
| ssues that she raised that, you know, could
potentially lead to a violation, and those were the
two findings of fact in the Conm ssion's order. And,
so we elimnate our list of issues to those issues
identified in the Comm ssion's order and the -- and

staff's version of it, which is joined by OPC, and
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Ms. Meadows was nuch nore broad, and our concern with

it being so broad is that these additional issues, and
we know of the one that she raised lately which is
regard -- regarding the intentional m sl eading
accusations. That's one exanple of what could be
rai sed that we, you know, had not prepared for, but
there's other things that she could raise that we --
that, you know, we don't know yet, and if it's so
broad as to not to find any conduct that may be at

i ssue, then it puts Gain Belt in a very difficult
position, and we think it violates the due process
rights.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you,

M. Schulte. 1'mgoing to give Ms. Meadows an
opportunity to respond followed by staff, and finally,
public counsel if they want to. M. Meadows, did you
want to respond to that?

CHERI MEADOAS:  Well, | -- | understand ne
not bringing it up early on as the actual phrasing of
viol ation of code of conduct, but | did bring it up
ever since in the beginning when | filed ny fornal
conplaint about -- | was led to believe, | was led to
believe, | was |led to believe. So even though |
didn't know the code of conduct was actually the

appropri ate order, because | was just going by what |
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had been advised when |I called Jeff City to file -- F%wY
start all of this. It was in there. It just wasn't
formally identified, so. Once | went back through the
order, now that we've gotten into this process, and |
ki nd of understand how it works better, that's when |
realized it fell under a particular order, and it was
t he code of conduct, so. But | guess, if that breaks
sone regulation or rule or whatever, | can file a new
formal conplaint and -- and identify it exactly. |
nmean, is that what | need to do here?
LAW JUDGE CLARK:  Well, we'll get to that
in a second. Is that -- was that your response to
what Grain Belt just said?
CHERI MEADOWS:.  Yes.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. D d staff want to
weigh in on this? And nobody has to. |'mjust
asking. | don't want to deprive anybody of the
opportunity.
M5. HANSEN: | don't know that staff really
has anything to weigh in on.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: Public counsel.
MR. POSTON:  Yeah. I'll just say that |
don't see a due process concern here. | think she,
you know, is doing the best thing he can to raise
t hese i ssues as she believes, you know, the timng is
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right for her to raise them |If this is, you know,

true, that there was sone m sl eadi ng goi ng on, |

t hi nk, you know, that needs to be | ooked into. And
|'d al so point the Comm ssion to 386.410 that, you
know, it says that, you know, in all hearings before

t he Comm ssion, the Comm ssion shall not be bound by
the rules of evidence. And, so | think -- and given
this is a pro se conplaint, | think there should be --
you know, | think these -- she should be allowed to
rai se the issue that she wants to raise. Thanks.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you. W're
tal ki ng about exactly the issue that I want to talk
about today. |I'mgoing to go on for just a second and
hopefully not too long. Gain Belt filed essentially
four notions total. They filed with their answer a
notion for stay -- a failure to state a claim They
then later at a later point re-asserted that notion
for failure to state a claim and then, finally, as
for reconsideration of that notion for failure to
state a claim-- and it's very clear that Gain Belt
bel i eves that these are confined to two findings of
fact, and therefore should be dism ssed, as those do
not affirmatively lay a duty on to Gain Belt from
their perception. | have spent a trenmendous anount of

timte wth those notions. | have not ignored them |
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have witten at |l east two different orders going two

different ways. And, so | lost an entire six hours of
a day down a research rabbit hol e | ooking at these.
And | did read Ms. Meadows' response, and the notion
to strike followng that. | don't necessarily agree
wi th public counsel. | do believe the due process
Is -- is essentially the sane for all parties, and
there is a right to not be surprised close to hearing
with allegations that you are unprepared to answer.

| think it's very telling that Ms. Meadows
used the words fornmally identified for her fornmal
conplaint. These were not formally identified in her
formal conplaint, and unfortunately, | believe that,
that is inportant especially where you have
all egations that are close, so clearly separated in
time. You have the allegations that occur after the
order was approved, and Gain Belt started collecting
t hese easenents, and then the path was chosen, so
there's one set of -- of violations or alleged. | got
to be careful. There's one set of alleged violations
by Ms. Meadows that -- basically, that the line
crossing her land is unsafe and is nonconpliant wth
essentially the least restrictive nethod of -- of
acconplishing that route.

The ot her conplaint -- the one that was
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I ntroduced | ater has to do essentially with how

negoti ati ons occurred for the easenents prior to Gain
Belt's acquiring of themand that -- that is -- that
Is, innmy mnd, a very distinct and clearly different
vi ol ati on.

Now, in regards to the notion for failure
to state a claim | amgoing to take that with the
case, and | truly dislike doing that, and the reason |
am doing -- dislike doing that is because | know that
the reason that the parties file these things is to
try and get the issue resolved without the need for a
hearing. So it's, in essence, taken with the hearing
defeats the purpose of it. But |I don't -- having
| ooked at it several times -- find it totally w thout
merit. | also don't find it to be a -- atotally
decided thing, so I'mgoing to take that with the
case.

In regard to the notion to strike, | think
there's a lot of validity there, for reasons | just
said. | guess, the question at this point is what to
dowithit. | think Ms. Meadows is right that -- that
to address it probably the best thing would be to file
a new formal conplaint as to that. But then, again,
the question is, where does that put us? That puts us

with, essentially, one conplaint on the docket by

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

N N N DN NN P PP,
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ w N+, O

Prehearing Conference

Page 11
Ms. Meadows and one coming with Ms. Meadows. And, so

in thinking this over, | was trying to -- is there a
way to do these two together, neet the notice
requirenment to the parties, and possibly hear or try
themtogether. And here's kind of where | feel about
this, because |I'd like to be absolutely transparent.
If we were to do this, | don't think a May 2nd hearing
woul d work. | don't know that would give sufficient
time to Gain Belt to -- well, they wouldn't have any
time to answer what is a secondary conplaint or to
process it. At the sane tine, as | said before, |
think if -- if we were to go through this conpl aint
process, have the hearing, and regardless of how the
heari ng cane about, possibly have a -- another
conplaint on the other side of that to file and start
the entire process over again, so just to get -- and
Ms. Meadows, this is your conplaint. And, so | give
you a lot of deference in regard to howit's
prosecut ed because you're the one prosecuting it, and
by prosecuting, | nean putting forth your conplaint
and representing yourself in noving through it.

How woul d the parties feel about
potentially delaying the hearing, allowng Gain Belt
to respond to the new allegations within this, and

then after that setting a new hearing date? | don't
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know where Grain Belt is in the process of stringing

their line. | don't know what delay in this does to
them but | dislike the idea of doing two conplaints,
but I wll certainly do that, if that is the desire of
the parties.

So | amgoing to ask -- I'mgoing to ask
everybody to kind of weigh in and give ne their
t houghts on that as I'mnot really tied to anything.
| amgoing to start in this case with Gain Belt
because they would be the ones that would have to
answer, respond, and ultimately prepare for a sonmewhat
expanded evi dentiary heari ng.

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you, Judge. W
certainly appreciate -- we certainly appreciate the
concerns that you're weighing and the -- the idea of
havi ng a secondary -- or a second conplaint follow ng
this conplaint is not -- you know, that is not ideal
because it'lIl just drag things out even |onger. And,
so if the choice is between a relatively brief del ay
now versus an entirely second conplaint, and | think
we woul d prefer the relatively brief delay now |
have not consulted with ny client about that, but we
certainly can consult with them and get back to you
soon, but. | don't -- if -- yeah. |If those are the

choices, | -- | imgine that Gain Belt would prefer a
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slight delay now versus a second conplaint |ater.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you.
Ms. Meadows, how do you feel about that?

CHERI MEADOAS: It doesn't matter to ne.
I f we have the case tonorrow or a nonth fromnow, | --
| will be there and ready to go, so. \hatever, |
guess, everyone el se agrees on.

LAW JUDGE CLARK:  Well, it's your
conplaint. | want to give you sone deference in it.
| just think that it would be -- if -- if we went
t hrough your conpl aint and whether you win or |ost,
|l et's say you decided to file the secondary conpl ai nt
regardi ng the negotiation process, then we start that
process over again towards another conplaint. In ny
mnd, it would make nore sense to do those together
wth a delay. | don't think it really -- in regard to
whether it harnms you, | don't think it does because |
think any delay at this point is -- neans that nothing
Is put in your yard, so. So | -- | assune that --
that, that is sonmething that's not going to upset
you -- | apol ogize. Go ahead, Ms. Meadows.

CHERI MEADOWS: | have a bunch of sticks
and stuff out there to pick up fromover the weekend,
so there's no roomfor anything else in ny yard or

area right now, so. That's fine.
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But ny -- ny whole thing in this, Judge, iIs

| honestly did not know how this system worked at all,
and | had to go by what | was being told when | called
down there and was |ike, hey, | just found out you
guys are in charge of this line, not what | was led to
believe. And, so what do | need to do? And | was
told to just go through the order and find the things
that didn't -- didn't go wth what was happeni ng, and
those were the first two that | hit, and honestly, |
know it sounds dunb, but | thought those were orders,
so. M bad for not understanding.

But in any case -- and then as this has
gone on, this process has gone on, and |'ve becone
nore famliar with over the verbiage and | egal stuff
with it, then that's when | figured out that wasn't an
order, as Gain Belt pointed out, it was a finding of
fact. So then | was |like, well, where are the orders?
So | found the orders, and then | found out and that
coi nci ded what | had been saying. So whatever we have
to do to make -- | guess, this is ny error in not
knowi ng any better. Watever we have to do to get it
straightened out, | do want it raised. It is a big
part of this case, but |I -- | nean, obviously, | don't
want to not do it properly, so. Watever | need to

do, just tell ne.
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Well, first of
all, I wanted to suede you of the idea that you' ve
done anything wong. Wat M. Schulte with Gain Belt
was referring about in regard to due process rights,
that is aright to fairness of process before the
Public Service Conmmi ssion. And that process -- every
party has a right to have a fair process. You have
the right to have a fair process. Gain Belt, staff,
public counsel, everybody has the right to fair
process in this case. No one expects you to know
everything that an attorney knows. Regardless of the
fact that the -- under Mssouri law |l amto treat you
the sane as an attorney, but nobody expects you to
know that. Don't -- | don't want you to be under the
| dea that you have sonehow done sonething wong. |It's
just by introducing a new issue.

The question is, howto wap that up so
that the parties do get fair process, and there isn't
undue delay as | -- undue delay as | feel could happen
with, too, but | do want to di ssuade you because |
hear you say, well, I'msorry |I did this, this was ny
m stake. These are not m stakes. You are finding
your way through this, and you are doing an excell ent
job. Your pleadings are quite extraordinary for a

non-attorney fromny -- | even wondered if you had an
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attorney hel p you because they are very well done, so.

To that --

CHERI NMEADOWS: Thank you for that. | feel
all those hours |I spent pouring over this stuff and
researching and all over, if it tricked you -- | nean,
convi nced you, then |'m happy.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: You've done a good j ob.
|"'mgoing to go on now and allow staff and public
counsel to weigh in on this before -- before | |ook
per pl exed for a nonent and nmake a deci sion, so.

Wul d staff like to weigh in on ny idea of
possi bly postponing the hearing to allow Grain Belt to
respond to the -- what 1'Il call secondary
al | egati ons?

M5. HANSEN. So before | go into that
for -- |1 just want to make sure |'m understandi ng. So
the secondary all egations would be, as Andrew
i dentified, in paragraph 6 of Ms. Meadows' reply and
t hat was --

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Let's make it a | ot
si npl er.

M5. HANSEN:. Ckay.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: There's two sets of
al |l egations separated by tine and content.

M5. HANSEN: Ckay.
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: One, as to the root of

the line, and the other is to the negotiation process
to acquire the easenent.

M5. HANSEN: Ckay.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: That's ny under st andi ng.
Is that correct, Ms. Meadows?

CHERI MEADOWS: | don't know that | woul d
really classify themas two different things. They
wer e both sinultaneously happening, but again --

LAW JUDGE CLARK: There may be an
(i naudi bl e) for that.

CHERI MEADOWS: (I naudi ble) best to do
this. The points need to be brought up, whether it's
I n one hearing or two or, however. So however --
what ever the |egal or best way to do -- | don't want
to break any rules or whatever for this to -- because
| don't want it to get thrown out because | did
sonet hing wong, so. Watever we have to do --
they're both -- they're kind of the -- two of the sane
thing of the whole case put together. | just wasn't
calling it --

LAWJUDGE CLARK: | can see very nuch -- |
can see very much from your perspective howit's one
I nci dent because it all involves you and negoti ati ons

Wth you. I'mdividing it into tw issues. Just for
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t he purpose of clarity for nme, it has to do nore with

when they were introduced. So one was introduced with
your formal conplaint, and one was introduced nuch

| ater after the answer. So that's really the division
in ny mnd, but how you're saying it is a perfectly
valid way of saying that. Wth that in mnd, staff go
on.

M5. HANSEN:. So staff quickly | ooked over
its recommendation, and we don't know that the
recommendation really consults, you know, the
secondary allegations. And, so we would |Iike to know
what -- what action the Conmi ssion would like us to
take in prepping for -- for the secondary all egations.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you. Public
counsel .

MR. POSTON.  Yeah. | -- 1| think your --
your proposal is a good solution to -- to nove
forward. | would defer to M. Schulte as to how nuch
time he needs to, you know, to, | guess, do what he
needs to do discovery or whatever. Staff nakes a good
point. They've not weighed in on it, so. And neither
has OPC, but | do think the delay is -- is a good
solution. And | don't like to delay these things. |
really don't. | like to get through themrelatively

fast. What | will say is, we had a hard tine finding
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space for this hearing. |If you'll renenber -- and

t hat was because ny entire legal world was coll apsing
around ne. So | tried to deal with nultiple |arge
cases that sonehow noved fromtheir respective dates
all to the sane few weeks, but that seens to have

| argely gone away. And, so the remai nder of ny summer
Is relatively free.

It would be ny preference -- so that's what
|"'mgoing to do to cancel this hearing and set a new
hearing date. | would like -- here's what | would
| i ke to do, if nobody has any objections, then | wll
happily field any objections because | amreally just
speaking off the cuff and have not given this the kind
of thought it should have had before I got on this
conf erence.

M. Schulte, Ms. Callenbach, how | ong woul d
you need to answer the new or secondary allegation?
And 1'mgoing to say this right now |I'mnot worried
about your issues list and whether your issues |ist
mesh together, and the reason I'm not worried about
that is because this is a conplaint. And at the end
of the day there's only one question before the
Comm ssion, and that is whether an order, rule, |aw
has been violated. | can sort that out. Your issues

don't need to align exactly. But | do need to be sure
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t hat everybody has had an opportunity to respond to

each issue prior to the hearing, analyze that issue,
and can show up prepared to litigate that issue.
However, they've chosen to word it. So don't worry
about the fact that your issues, statenents do not
align. | can sort that out. That's not an issue. No
pun i ntended, but it happens. Back to ny question.
Go ahead.

MR. SCHULTE: So how | ong do we need is, |
t hi nk, the question; right?

LAW JUDCGE CLARK: Correct.

MR, SCHULTE: And | think related to that
I's, you know, what are the procedural steps that we
need to, you know, re-establish, so. W've got
di scovery, and | think that, you know, the typical
response tinme for discovery request is 20 days. Maybe
we can short that, but it'll -- because I don't think
we need 20 days on either side to respond -- you know,
"1l defer to Ms. Meadows, if she believes that the 20
days is necessary, but. | think if we -- you know, if
we cut that down to 10 days, then we can get, you
know, the |imted anount of additional discovery done
fairly quickly. And then, right -- because right --
you know, the current procedural schedule had the | ast

day of discovery on April 4th. So we need to reopen
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that, and then | suppose we would need -- then we

woul d need a response to the new i ssues and -- yeabh.
You know, doing the -- |I'mlooking at a cal endar here.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: If | did, don't -- well,
| do nean to interrupt you. If | did 30 days from
today to answer, that would nmake it the 21st of June;
would it not? No.

MR. SCHULTE: 21st of WMay.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Sorry. Thank you. 21st
of May. And then if we were looking at a -- | figure
we're probably | ooking at a June or July hearing, if
we're doing that. And again, | wll have to check to
see when the Conmi ssion is available. | don't know
that off the top of ny head.

MR. SCHULTE: Yeah. | think that sounds
reasonabl e, you know, subject to conferring.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. So May 21st for an

answer ?

MR SCHULTE: Yes.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. And |I'm not
going -- I'mnot going to nmake Ms. Meadows fill out

anot her formal conplaint form W're going to take
that up as is unless you have an objection.
MR. SCHULTE: | have no objection to that.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. | will reopen
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we can certainly try and get sonethi ng together.
LAWJUDGE CLARK: | think I would. |

really would, if we're going to have a -- if we're

how | ong does staff believe that they would need?

MR. PRINGLE: Typically, we'd |ike at

the last two weeks, if we do not get a hearing for
this one in May right now, July |ooks |ike the
earliest we could get a hearing in.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: July?

MR. PRI NGLE: Yeah.

Page 22

discovery. |'Il try and put together a order
codifying all this, so that everybody can see it. |'m
trying to think. [|'massumng that staff wll want to
anal yze this and provide a -- |I'll say an updated
recomrendat i on.

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah. The -- hey, Judge.
This is Travis. Yeah. |If the Conmm ssion would Iike
for us to do any kind of supplenental report on this,

going to have additional allegations, then they need
to be incorporated. | would |like to hear what staff

has to say about it. |If that's May 21st, and we're --

| east

havi ng 10 days, two weeks, after the answer is filed.
Looking at the -- the cal endar, Judge, just because |

have had to put together a few procedural schedul es

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Well, then why
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don't we do -- and I'massumng -- and |I'massum ng

that's correct. So for a staff report, I'Il give you
options, June 12th or 19.

M5. HANSEN. We'll take --

MR. PRINGLE: Go ahead and talk with staff
and nmake sure what works best for them and we'll go
around the group, Judge.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. That sounds great.
Ckay. Wy don't we get that far, rather than slotting
a hearing now Wy don't we get that far and set a
heari ng.

MR. SCHULTE: I1'msorry. So the dates that
we established were May --

LAW JUDGE CLARK: May 21st --

MR, SCHULTE: -- 21st.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: -- for an answer. |'m
re-openi ng discovery. And staff wll file a staff
report on June 12th or 19th, and they're going to
e-mail nyself and all the parties to | et nme know when
that is, so that | can put in an order. And then I
w || schedul e about a week beyond the staff report to
gi ve everybody an opportunity to reply, and | w |
shorten replies to five or -- or -- or days or so.

"Il set a procedural conference at that tine to pick

new dates, and hopefully have a list for the parties
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to choose from And if | haven't said it already

because these are, in fact, rulings, | amgoing to be
cancelling the May 2nd hearing at this point. And
"Il put that in the order.

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you, Judge. Just two
requests. One is that we add expedited discovery
deadline in the interim | think five days for
obj ections and 10 days for substantive responses woul d
be adequat e.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Five days for objections,
10 days for responses. Any objections to that?

CHERI MEADOAS: None from ne.

M5. HANSEN: No objections fromstaff.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay.

MR. POSTON: No, Judge.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: Al right. [Is there
anything else | need to address at this tinme? As |
said, I'mtaking the failure to state a claimwth
this case. Also --

MR. SCHULTE: We would --

LAW JUDGE CLARK: So now that we have
addi tional issues.

MR. SCHULTE: We would just request that a
heari ng date be set sooner rather than later. W

prefer not to wait until after, you know, staff files
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its report in June to learn what the hearing date w ||
be in July. [|I'mnot sure if that was your intent or
If it would be set earlier. Just to help manage
calendars, it wll be helpful to know the date
earlier.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: "Il tell you what. 1I'd
I ntended to just address the entire procedural
schedule after tine for staff report and responses.

But I will try and find out the Comm ssion's avail able
dates for July and nake those available to the parties
as quickly as | can.

MR. SCHULTE: Much appreci at ed.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And that way everybody
will at |east have an idea of what the date unbrella
we're working under is. Al right. Anything else?

CHERI MEADOWS:  Judge -- Judge, did | just
becone the nost hated person on the phone now?

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ch, absolutely not.

Absol utely not. You -- you haven't done anything. |
just want to not pick the things you ve said aside. |
want to figure out how to incorporate them so that
all of the issues that you want to address are, in
fact, addressed by the Conmi ssion in the nost

expedi tious manner with the necessary due process for

all the parties. | amnot befuddled at all. So I --
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| am-- | don't think anybody is in any way upset with
you about this. And I think -- it's fine. You

have -- you have due process rights. Wile | can't
say that you have the npbst due process rights under
this, it is certainly your case. You're the one that
filed it. You're the one that initiated it. You're
the one who has an interest in it going through to
conpletion, so. O course, we're going to do a lot to
try and nake that happen. But don't -- don't be under
the guise that you've done anything that upsets ne or
has put out the parties in any way; okay?

CHERI MEADOWS: | just feel bad because |
know it took a |ot of wangling to get everybody on
t he sane page for this, and now we have to start over,
and everyone has other things going on, so. I'm
sorry. |'mjust sorry.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Don't -- again, don't be.
| would say that a vast majority of every kind of case
| have don't hit their hearing dates. Not exactly.
Some of them need a few days' continuance while they
wor k sonme of the issues out. Sonetines they get
continued like this. Sonetines it's for reasons on
behal f of the parties. Sonetinmes the Comm ssion
schedul e changes, and they're unable to hear anything,

so. Don't worry about that. | didn't hear anything
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else. Are there any other issues that need to be

addressed by the Conmm ssion before | adjourn this
preheari ng conference? | hear none.

kay. Well, thank you for all your --

t hank you for your tine today. | wll get an order
out to that effect. It may not be until tonorrow.
|'"ve got a fairly busy day planned. But I'll try and
get an order out tonorrow covering the answer date,
re-openi ng di scovery, ordering a staff report based
upon the dates you give ne.

M5. HANSEN: Sorry, Judge O ark. One
monent .

MR. PRI NGLE: Judge, you've got -- just
want to nake sure you renenber, staff is going to
e-mai |l you about the dates.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Yeah. Are you going to
have sufficient tine to do that in a day or are you
going to need nore tine?

MR. PRINGLE: Should have tine because nost
of the people who are on this case, we have ot her
nmeetings on other cases with themtoday so that
shoul dn't be a problem

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. I'mgoing to
reduce the tine to respond -- or for objections to

di scovery to five days. And |'mgoing to reduce the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

N N N DN NN P PP,
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ w N+, O

Prehearing Conference

Page 28
time for responses to discovery to 10 days. And |
bel i eve that covers everything.

Al right. Everybody, again, thank you,
and this prehearing conference is adjourned.
MR. SCHULTE: Thank you, Judge d ark.
MR. POSTON. Thanks, Judge.
(Audi o ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court

Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do

hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a

transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court

reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system

of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages

constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone
recor di ng.

(Molie Gickon,
Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR
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