Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of an Investigation into the Tree Trimming Policies of Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE
	)))
	Case No. EW-2004-0583

	
	
	


STAFF REPORT

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) in response to the Missouri Public Service Commission’s May 13, 2004 Order Granting Motion To Dismiss Complaint And Directing Further Staff Investigation (Order Directing Investigation) issued in Case No. EC-2004-0254 and submits a Staff report on the vegetation management program of Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE (AmerenUE).  In support thereof, the Staff states as follows:


1.
In its Order Directing Investigation in Case No. EC-2004-0254, the Commission dismissed the Complaint of Mr. Thomas A. Tompkins, but noted that Mr. Tompkins’ Complaint alleged that unsafe conditions existed with regard to overgrown shrubbery and trees.  In his Complaint Mr. Tompkins alleged that AmerenUE was billing him an excessive amount for the replacement of an electric pole damaged when Mr. Tompkins’ farm equipment struck a guy wire that Mr. Tompkins alleged was unmarked and obstructed from view by overgrown trees.  The Commission in its Order Directing Investigation stated:

. . . “the Commission is interested in investigating AmerenUE’s tree trimming practices and policies to determine if there are safety issues that need to be addressed. . . .
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The Commission will direct its Staff to investigate the tree trimming policies of AmerenUE and to make a report to the Commission regarding its findings. . . . 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
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3. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file either its investigation report or a status report no later than August 11, 2004.


2.
Subsequent to the Commission’s issuance of its May 13, 2004 Order Directing Investigation, AmerenUE customers experienced outages relating to serious storms on July 5, 2004.  These outages in many respects were related to down tree limbs and other effects of the July 5, 2004 storms.  The Commission directed the Staff to submit a report by the end of August 2004 on AmerenUE’s July 5, 2004 outages and AmerenUE’s restoration of electric service thereafter.  


3.
The Staff views an electric utility’s tree trimming policy and practices as a subset of that utility’s vegetation management policy and practices.  Thus, the Staff is filing on this date, August 11, 2004, its overview report on the vegetation management policy and practices of AmerenUE, and by August 31, 2004 the Staff will submit to the Commission its report on AmerenUE’s outages and restoration of electric service relating to the July 5, 2004 storms.  A section of this later report will contain details regarding AmerenUE’s tree trimming and other vegetation management expenditures and maintenance cycles.  Based on the Commission’s directives to the Staff in an open Agenda Session after AmerenUE’s July 5, 2004 outages and the restoration of electric service by AmerenUE, the Staff will submit this second report to the Commission in the context of a nondocketed investigation.  If the Staff has misunderstood the directions of the Commission, the Staff requests that the Commission instruct the Staff the procedure which the Staff should follow.  


Wherefore the Staff hereby submits its overview report on the vegetation management policy and practices of Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE, and reports that it will submit to the Commission by August 31, 2004 its report on AmerenUE’s July 5, 2004 storm outages and AmerenUE’s restoration of electric service thereafter.
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