
  

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of the Application of Evergy 
Missouri West, Inc., d/b/a Evergy Missouri West 
for Permission and Approval of Certificates of 
Convenience and Necessity Authorizing It to 
Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Manage, 
Maintain, and Control Two Solar Generation 
Facilities 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
Case No. EA-2024-0292 

 
 

EVERGY MISSOURI WEST’S MOTION 
TO MAKE DEFINITIVE COST ESTIMATES PUBLIC 

 
COMES NOW, Evergy Missouri West, Inc. d/b/a Evergy Missouri West (“Evergy 

Missouri West,” “EMW,” or the “Company”) and, for its Motion to Make Definitive Cost 

Estimates Public (“Motion”), states as follows: 

1. On May 29, 2025, Evergy Missouri West, the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public 

Service Commission (“Commission”), Midwest Energy Consumers Group (“MECG”), and Renew 

Missouri Advocates (“Renew MO”) (collectively, the “Signatories”) filed a Unanimous 

Stipulation and Agreement (“Agreement”) that resolved all issues in this case.   

2. Evergy Missouri West is resubmitting the Agreement (attached) along with this 

Motion in order to make the definitive cost estimates for the Projects1 public. The Company has 

agreed to make the aggregated cost estimates for these Projects public, but the individual 

components of each estimate will remain confidential. 

3. WHEREFORE, Evergy Missouri West submits this Motion.   

      

  

 
1 As used herein, “Projects” is as defined in ¶1 of the Agreement.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Roger W. Steiner     
Roger W. Steiner, MBN 39586 
Cole Bailey, MBN 77628 
Corporate Counsel 
Evergy, Inc. 
1200 Main Street 
Kansas City, MO 64105 
Phone: (816) 556-2314 
roger.steiner@evergy.com  
cole.bailey@evergy.com  
 
Karl Zobrist, MBN 28325 
Jacqueline M. Whipple, MBN 65270  
Chandler Hiatt, MBN 75604 
Dentons US LLP 
4520 Main Street, Suite 1100 
Kansas City, MO  64111 
Phone: (816) 460-2400 
Fax: (816) 531-7545 
karl.zobrist@dentons.com  
jacqueline.whipple@dentons.com   
chandler.hiatt@dentons.com  
 
James M. Fischer, MBN 27543  
Fischer & Dority, P.C. 
2081 Honeysuckle Lane 
Jefferson City, MO 65109 
Phone: (573) 353-8647 
jfischerpc@aol.com     
 
Attorneys for Evergy Missouri West 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I do hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document has been hand-
delivered, emailed, or mailed, postage prepaid, to the counsel for all parties this 2nd day of July 
2025. 
 

/s/ Roger W. Steiner      
Attorney for Evergy Missouri West 

mailto:roger.steiner@evergy.com
mailto:cole.bailey@evergy.com
mailto:karl.zobrist@dentons.com
mailto:jacqueline.whipple@dentons.com
mailto:chandler.hiatt@dentons.com
mailto:jfischerpc@aol.com
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of the Application of Evergy ) 
Missouri West, Inc. d/b/a Evergy Missouri  ) 
West for Permission and Approval of  ) File No. EA-2024-0292 
Certificates of Convenience and Necessity )      
Authorizing It to Construct, Install, Own ) 
Operate, Manage, Maintain, and Control ) 
Two Solar Generation Facilities ) 

UNANIMOUS STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT 

COMES NOW, Evergy Missouri West, Inc. d/b/a Evergy Missouri West (“EMW” or the 

“Company”), Staff (“Staff”) for the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), 

Midwest Energy Consumers Group (“MECG”), and Renew Missouri Advocates (“Renew 

Missouri”) (individually “Signatory” and collectively “Signatories”) and agree to a Unanimous 

Stipulation and Agreement (“Agreement”) that resolves all pending issues in this docket, as stated 

below. 

STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT 

The Signatories agree to the following: 

1. The Commission should grant EMW certificates of convenience and necessity

(“CCNs”) under subsection 1 of Section 393.1701  authorizing EMW to construct, install, own, 

operate, maintain, and otherwise control and manage the (1) Sunflower Sky Solar Project, LLC 

(“Sunflower Sky”), an approximately 65 megawatt (“MW”) solar farm located and to be 

constructed in Wilson County, Kansas; and (2) Foxtrot Solar Energy LLC (“Foxtrot”), an 

approximately 107 MW solar farm (100 MW base plus 7 MW of flex-up capacity) located and to 

be constructed in Jasper County, Missouri (together, the “Facilities” or “Projects”), along with all 

1 All statutory references are to the Missouri Revised Statutes (as amended). 
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existing facilities, structures, fixtures, and other equipment related to the Facilities with the terms 

and conditions as agreed to in this settlement agreement. 

2. The Commission should grant EMW authority to enter into the proposed 

transactions and, in the case of the Foxtrot solar facility, authorize EMW to complete the 

transactions by which it will construct and finance the Foxtrot solar facility pursuant to the Build 

Transfer Agreement (“BTA”)2 with Invenergy Renewables, LLC, and then immediately effect a 

short-form merger and consolidation of each Facility with and into EMW.  The Commission may 

provide whatever other relief or authority it deems necessary to allow the Company to complete 

the transactions as proposed. 

3. The Signatories agree that EMW’s decision to construct, acquire and operate 

Sunflower Sky by May 15, 2027, for $128.8 million (excluding AFUDC), at approximately 65 

megawatts, with the expected ability to utilize either production tax credits (“PTCs”), investment 

tax credits (“ITCs”), and/or Clean Electricity Low-Income Communities Bonus Credit Amount 

Program, as contemplated by the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act (“IRA”),  and EMW’s decision to 

construct, acquire, and operate Foxtrot by May 15, 2027 for $213.8 million (excluding AFUDC) 

at approximately 107 megawatts (100 MW base plus 7 MW of flex-up capacity), with expected 

ability to utilize either PTCs, ITCs, and/or Clean Electricity Low-Income Communities Bonus 

Credit Amount Program, are both  prudent. 

4. Nothing in this settlement agreement prevents any party from arguing for 

disallowances for the Facilities in the general rate proceeding in which EMW requests Facility 

inclusion in rate base related to managerial decision-making for the Facilities from the date of this 

agreement. 

 
2 The BTA is attached to the Direct Testimony of Company witness John Carlson filed in this docket. 
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5. The Signatories agree that the CCNs referenced in Paragraph 1 should be subject 

to the following conditions.  This agreement only applies to the Facilities, and not to other current 

or future generation resources: 

a. EMW will work with Staff to create a format for quarterly construction 

progress reports for the Facilities.  Reporting shall include, but not be 

limited to, quarterly progress reports on permitting, plans, specifications, 

and construction progress for the Projects, cost and project milestone 

updates, and impacts from any legislative or executive actions including any 

such actions related to the imposition of tariffs.   The first report shall be 

due on the first day of the first calendar quarter beginning after the CCNs 

are issued.  

b. EMW shall file with the Commission a site-specific Emergency Action 

Plan Operations and Maintenance Plan for the Facilities within 60 days of 

their being placed in service. 

c. EMW shall utilize the in-service criteria in the attached Confidential 

Schedule 1. **  

 

   

 

 

 

 

** 

Anthony Westenkirchner
Confidential



4 
 

d. That amounts spent in excess of the cost estimate(s) in Paragraph 3 above 

will be subject to execution and cost prudence review in the general rate 

proceeding in which the Facilities are requested for inclusion in rate base.  

The Company shall bear the burden of proof to show that any amount it 

incurs in excess of these cost estimates (including any impacts from 

legislative or executive actions including tariffs on the Projects’ costs) was 

prudently incurred and is just and reasonable to recover from EMW 

customers. 

e. Within thirty (30) days following the resolution of issues at the federal level 

related to the IRA provisions applicable to the Facilities, as referenced in 

Paragraph 3, the Company shall make a compliance filing with the 

Commission justifying the economics and prudence of continuing  with the 

Facilities, or informing the Commission that it will abandon the Projects 

and how it will address any customer impacts of the costs of abandonment.   

The Company shall make this filing pursuant to any federal action regarding 

the provisions of the IRA applicable to the Facilities.  Parties to this docket 

may file comments within thirty (30) days of the Company’s filing. 

f.  In any future rate case where either of the Projects is proposed to be 

included in rate base, the Company shall provide the analysis demonstrating 

that the tax strategy ultimately chosen for each solar Project was the most 

beneficial to customers. 
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g. The Company shall provide notice in this docket of which tax credit it has 

elected to utilize for each Project within five business days of when that 

decision is made. 

h. EMW confirms with the Signatories that it intends to seek PISA treatment 

for the Facilities, as authorized under Section 393.1400. 

i. The Company will investigate the feasibility of introducing solar grazing as 

an operating and maintenance (“O&M”) feature of these Facilities and will 

file the results of such study in this docket with the Commission no later 

than six months after Commission grants CCNs to the Facilities. 

j. The Company commits to solicit feedback from any organization listed 

under Subparagraph 5(l) below and evaluate sharing land-use and 

conservation impact data with the non-profit Renewable Energy Wildlife 

Institute’s (“REWI”) SolSource Database.  The Company will notify parties 

within 6 months of a Commission Order on the results of its evaluation and 

decision regarding participation with SolSource Database. 

k. The Company will solicit feedback and recommendations from the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, the Missouri Department of Conservation, and 

the Kansas Department of Health and Environment on both the solar grazing 

study and types of data for SolSource Data sharing. 

l. If the Company decides to participate in the SolSource Database, it commits 

to meet with the OPC and Staff annually for the next three years to provide 

updates on the Company’s experience and the effectiveness of 

implementing solar grazing at the sites of the Facilities. 
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m. EMW shall provide the Signatories with notification and explanation for 

any budget deviations of over 5% (including draws on contingency) on 

Project cost items including the BTA Agreement, SPP network upgrades 

and interconnection facilities, and associated key procurement items (KPI) 

for Foxtrot, and the panel supply, SPP network upgrades and 

interconnection facilities, substation costs, and engineering, procurement 

and construction (“EPC”) agreement for Sunflower Sky, or 15% of the 

planned spend within the quarterly budget (including draws on 

contingency). 

(1)  The Company shall provide a detailed reconciliation of budget 

and actual spend as of the cut-off date for Staff’s direct filing 

(update) and the true-up cut-off date in any rate case in which the 

Company requests cost recovery of the Facilities.  

n. To the extent commercially available, EMW agrees to increase the inverter 

warranty period from 5 years to 10 years for the Facilities.  The total cost 

estimates identified in Paragraph 3 above include an additional $1.3 million 

for the Foxtrot solar facility and additional $900,000 for Sunflower Sky 

solar facility for each to have a 10-year warranty period.    

o. Regarding the BTA for Foxtrot, the EPC agreement for Sunflower Sky, and 

relevant equipment supply contracts, the Company will include 

cybersecurity and supply chain risk management clauses consistent with 

NERC CIP requirements and industry standard practices to provide 

commercially reasonable assurance that no unauthorized foreign 
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communication devices are attached to the Facilities.  Furthermore, EMW 

agrees to file the relevant portions of these contracts in this docket at least 

two weeks prior to the Facilities’ in-service date(s).   

6. The Signatories agree that the Commission should authorize a subscription-based 

Green Solution Connections Program (“Program”) which offers eligible customers an opportunity 

to subscribe to a voluntary purchasing program for renewable energy attributes in which Phase 1 

of the program would be supported by the Facilities.   The Signatories agree to continue to work 

on the details of the Program and to file specimen tariffs in this docket for Commission approval 

at least six months prior to the expected completion of construction for the Facilities.   

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

7. This Agreement is being entered into solely for the purpose of settling the issues in 

this case explicitly set forth above.  Unless otherwise explicitly provided herein, none of the 

Signatories to this Agreement shall be deemed to have approved or acquiesced in any ratemaking 

or procedural principle, including, without limitation, any cost-of-service methodology or 

determination, depreciation principle or method, method of cost determination or cost allocation 

or revenue-related methodology.  Except as explicitly provided herein, none of the Signatories 

shall be prejudiced or bound in any manner by the terms of this Agreement in this or any other 

proceeding, regardless of whether this Agreement is approved. 

8. This Agreement is a negotiated settlement.  Except as specified herein, the 

Signatories to this Agreement shall not be prejudiced, bound by, or in any way affected by the 

terms of this Agreement: (a) in any future proceeding; (b) in any proceeding currently pending 

under a separate docket; and/or (c) in this proceeding should the Commission decide not to approve 

this Agreement, or in any way condition its approval of same. 
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9. This Agreement has resulted from extensive negotiations among the Signatories, 

and the terms hereof are interdependent.  If the Commission does not approve this Agreement 

unconditionally and without modification, then this Agreement shall be void and no Signatory 

shall be bound by any of the agreements or provisions hereof. 

10. This Agreement embodies the entirety of the agreements between the Signatories 

in this case on the issues addressed herein and may be modified by the Signatories only by a written 

amendment executed by all of the Signatories. 

11. If approved and adopted by the Commission, this Agreement shall constitute a 

binding agreement among the Signatories.  The Signatories shall cooperate in defending the 

validity and enforceability of this Agreement and the operation of this Agreement according to its 

terms. 

12. If the Commission does not approve this Agreement without condition or 

modification, and notwithstanding the provision herein that it shall become void, (1) neither this 

Agreement nor any matters associated with its consideration by the Commission shall be 

considered or argued to be a waiver of the rights that any Signatory has for a decision in accordance 

with  § 536.080 or Article V, Section 18 of the Missouri Constitution, and (2) the Signatories shall 

retain all procedural and due process rights as fully as though this Agreement had not been 

presented for approval, and any suggestions, memoranda, testimony, or exhibits that have been 

offered or received in support of this Agreement shall become privileged as reflecting the 

substantive content of settlement discussions and shall be stricken from and not be considered as 

part of the administrative or evidentiary record before the Commission for any purpose 

whatsoever. 
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13. If the Commission accepts the specific terms of this Agreement without condition 

or modification, only as to the issues in these cases that are settled by this Agreement explicitly 

set forth above, the Signatories each waive their respective rights to present oral argument and 

written briefs pursuant to § 536.080.1, their respective rights to the reading of the transcript by the 

Commission pursuant to § 536.080.2, their respective rights to seek rehearing pursuant to § 

536.500, and their respective rights to judicial review pursuant to § 386.510.  This waiver applies 

only to a Commission order approving this Agreement without condition or modification issued 

in this proceeding and only to the issues that are resolved hereby.  It does not apply to any matters 

raised in any prior or subsequent Commission proceeding nor any matters not explicitly addressed 

by this Agreement. 

14. The following parties have indicated that they do not object to the Agreement: 

 The Office of the Public Counsel; and 

 Sierra Club 

WHEREFORE, the undersigned Signatories respectfully request the Commission to issue 

an order approving the Agreement subject to the specific terms and conditions contained therein. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Roger W. Steiner    
Roger W. Steiner, MBN 39586  
Evergy, Inc. 
1200 Main Street Kansas City, MO 
64105 Phone: (816) 556-2791 
roger.steiner@energy.com 
 
Karl Zobrist, MBN 28325  
Jacqueline Whipple, MBN 65270 
Chandler Ross Hiatt, MBN 75604 
Dentons US LLP 
4520 Main Street, Suite 1100  
Kansas City, MO 64111  
Phone: (816) 460-2400 
karl.zobrist@dentons.com 
jacqueline.whipple@dentons.com 
chandler.hiatt@dentons.com  
 
COUNSEL FOR EVERGY MISSOURI 
WEST 
 

/s/ Travis J. Pringle    
Travis J. Pringle 
Chief Deputy Counsel 
Missouri Bar No. 71128 
Alexandra Klaus 
Senior Counsel 
Missouri Bar. No. 67196 
Eric Vandergriff 
Associate Counsel 
Missouri Bar No. 73984 
200 Madison Street 
P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 
Phone: (573) 751-5700 
Fax: (573) 526-1500 
E-mail: Travis.Pringle@psc.mo.gov  
 
COUNSEL FOR STAFF 

/s/ Nicole Mers     
Nicole Mers, Bar No. 66766 
501 Fay Street, Suite 206 
Columbia, MO 65201 
T:314-308-2729 
nicole@renewmo.org 
 
COUNSEL FOR RENEW MISSOURI 

/s/ Tim Opitz     
Tim Opitz, Mo. Bar No. 65082 
Opitz Law Firm, LLC 
308 E. High Street, Suite B101 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
T: (573) 825-1796 
tim.opitz@opitzlawfirm.com  
 
COUNSEL FOR MECG 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted 

by facsimile or electronically mailed to all counsel of record this 29th day of May 2025. 

/s/ Roger W. Steiner     
Attorney for Evergy Missouri West 
 



SCHEDULES 1 AND 2 
CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORMATION  
NOT AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. 

ORIGINALS FILED UNDER SEAL. 




