© 0o N o O A~ wWw N P

[ERY
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Discovery Conference
July 10, 2025 Page 1

V.

Grain Belt

Transcri be

Sam Ti nega

Cheri Meadows,

BEFORE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
STATE OF M SSOURI

Compl ai nant ,
Case No. EC-2025-0136

Express, LLC,

N N N N N N N N N

Respondent .
DI SCOVERY CONFERENCE
VOLUMVE 5
THURSDAY, JULY 10, 2025
2:00 p.m

Jefferson City, MO
vi a WebEx

JOHN CLARK, Presiding
SENI OR REGULATORY LAW JUDGE
KAYLA HAHN, Chair,
MAI DA J. COLEMAN,
GLEN KOLKMEYER,
JOHN M TCHELL,
COW SSI ONERS

d By:

888-893-3767
www.lexitaslegal.com

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Discovery Conference
July 10, 2025 Page 2

THE COURT: And finally, Gain Belt
Expr ess.

M5. CALLENBACH:. Yes, Judge. Anne
Cal | enbach present. And | believe that Brad Pnazek with
I nvenergy and N cole Luckey will also be joining by
phone. | don't see ny coll eague, Andrew Schulte, but |
know he is planning to join.

THE COURT: GCkay. And are these people
ot her attorneys or are they, they just -- see if Public
Counsel joins. | don't think they have to because it's
a discovery conference and those are usually between the
feuding parties. Wth that in mnd, Emly, let's go on
the record and start the recording.

M5. WALTHERS: Cot it.

THE COURT: GCkay. |Is it recording?

M5. WALTHERS: Yes, we're recording.

THE COURT: kay. | don't see on m ne,
but that's fine. GOCkay. W'Ill go on the record.
Today's date is July 10th of 2025, and the current tine
Is 2:.03 p.m The comm ssion has set aside this tine
today for a discovery conference in the case captioned
as Cheri Meadows, conplainant, v. Gain Belt Express,
LLC, respondent, and that is file nunber EC 2025-0136.

My nane is John Cark. |'mthe

regul atory | aw judge presiding over this matter. And
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" mgoing to begin by asking attorneys for the parties
and the pro se to enter their appearance for the record.
And with that, | will start wth Ms. Meadows. Ms.
Meadows, you are not represented by an attorney.
Correct?

M5. MEADOWG: Correct.

THE COURT: But you are present. So
you're present for the record. Gain Belt?

M5. CALLENBACH. Good afternoon, Judge.
Anne Cal | enbach and Andrew Schul te appeari ng on behal f
of Grain Belt Express.

THE COURT: On behal f of the conm ssion
staff?

M5. HANSEN: Andrea Hansen and Travis
Pringl e appearing on behalf of comm ssion staff. And we
al so have a couple of staff nenbers on the call and then
a couple of legal interns for SEO on the call as well.

THE COURT: GCkay. | think | saw a few of
them | just want to be sure that everybody is
aut horized to be here. So Ben Hahs, Brad Pnazek.

M5. HANSEN. So Ben Hahs is |egal intern.
| don't know who Brad --

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah. Brad, |I'mnot sure
who that is.

M5. CALLENBACH. Judge, Brad Pnazek is
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wi th I nvenergy.

THE COURT: kay. Thank you. And you've

said that before. | apol ogize.

M5. CALLENBACH. -- fine. Thank you.

MR. SCHULTE: There's also -- I'msorry
tointerject. I'mjust looking at the |ist of attendees

here. Brad Pnazek and Ni cole Luckey are both with
I nvenergy -- in-house at Invenergy. Not, not attorneys,

but enpl oyees of Invenergy. And Sean Pluta is with

Pol sinelli, representing Gain Belt Express as well.
Thank you.

THE COURT: GCkay. Well, it looks like
everybody's present. I'm |I'm |'mokay with being

present, but there's nothing about this neeting that's
confidential that I'maware of. Anyway, we got the
comm ssion staff. Anybody here fromthe office of
publ i ¢ counsel ?

MR. POSTON: Yes, Judge. Marc Poston's

on.
THE COURT: | apol ogi ze. Have you been
here the whole tine?
MR, POSTON. | cane on right as you were,
yeah, turning it over to the -- to, to, to start

recording. So | just waited --

THE COURT: (kay.
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MR. POSTON. -- but thank you.

THE COURT: So just ignore ny email that
| sent you then.

MR, POSTON. Oh, okay.

THE COURT: But I'mglad you're here
since you have a pending notion. |'mgoing to rem nd
everybody that pursuant to Comm ssion Rule 20 CSR 4240-
2.090, Subsection 6, | can rule on procedural and
substantive issues at a discovery conference. This
di scovery conference was called -- Ms. Meadows had fil ed
anot her notion to conpel discovery and had requested a
di scovery conference.

| kind of want to go through this real
qui ck just to kind of go through the sequencing of this.
On, on May 23rd of '25, Ms. Meadows filed her first
notion to conpel. And we had a procedural conference or
we had a discovery conference on that roughly a nonth
ago. | believe it was on the 12th of June?

M5. MEADOWSG:  Yes.

THE COURT: But anyway, so we had a
di scovery conference on that. And | explained that, |
bel i eve, before you have to do -- before you can file a
notion to conpel, you have to contact the other side and
try and reasonably work it out. And I think I'd left
asking the parties to try and do that. Then on 5/17,
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Gain Belt filed a notion for clarification of ny order
reopeni ng the discovery and canceling the evidentiary
heari ng.

On June 20th, Public Counsel filed a
reply to Grain Belt's notion for a clarification. On
June 23rd, Cheri Meadows filed a response to the office
of the public counsel's reply to the notion for
clarification. On June 27th, Cheri Meadows filed a
reply to Gain Belt Express, LLC s notion for
clarification. And on July 3rd, another notion to
conpel was filed by Ms. Meadows. [It's slightly
di fferent.

And then finally on July 7th, Gain Belt
-- well, not finally. On July 7th, Gain Belt Express
replied to Ms. Meadows reply to the -- to the notion for
clarification. And finally, Public Counsel's reply and
notion to extend discovery. So | dare say that we have

done nore notion work on discovery than discovery has

occurred.

| tried to handle this informally, and to
that extent -- to the extent that | created this, |
apol ogi ze. It appears to be a, a lot of arguing about
this. I'mgoing to kind of go in three parts to start
with. First, I'd like to kind of find out where we are

with discovery. Then I'd like to talk briefly about the
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notion to conpel. And then finally, | would like to
address Public Counsel's notion. So if we can do that.

|"mgoing to start with you, M. Meadows,
since you filed the notion to conpel and you requested
this conference. Wy don't you give nme your overview at
this point intine as to what discovery has occurred
since we last net and what discovery -- what discovery
has yet to occur that you are wanting that, that are the
parts of your notion.

M5. MEADOWS: Okay. Well, if you recall,
I n your June -- (clears throat) excuse ne -- your June
12t h conference hearing, you said to try to work it out
anmongst ourselves on the privilege log. And then --

THE COURT: Well, I'Il, 1'"lIl get to that
injust a-- 1 will say when you -- when | said to work
It out, one of the reasons was because it was uncl ear
because your -- you, you -- your notion -- your original
notion to conpel listed, | believe, two DRs, 18 and 19.
And then there was an additional DR nentioned in there,
but that wasn't a part of the conpel. So what | want to
know at this point in tine is, what are you asking the
conm ssion to conpel ?

M5. MEADOWS: The privilege |ogs on DR 18
and Data Request 22.

THE COURT: GCkay. And what is Data
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Request 227?

M5. MEADOWS: \Were is it?

THE COURT: What is it?

M5. MEADOWS: What is it? |'msorry.
Data Request 22 is for the details of the wi ndshield
surveys and reconnai ssance trips that Gain Belt Express
clains they did when they were picking out these routes,
conceptual i zi ng, whatever. So | want information
regarding my property as far as it relates to them doi ng
t he wi ndshi el d survey or the reconnai ssance tri ps.

THE COURT: Wen you say w ndshield
survey, what do you nean? You nean just driving --

M5. MEADOWS: They apparently -- they
apparently just drove around | ooking where they were
going to put their line. And so | want to see the
details of, when they got to ny area, what they noted
about ny property.

THE COURT: Okay. And that's DR 227

M5. MEADOWS: They claim-- they claim
that they were avoiding residences and trying to
mnimze an inpact to land and all that. And none of
that coincides with anything that's going to be done to
ny land. So | would Iike to see -- they claimthey did
this extensive survey routing study, and | would like to

see the details regarding nmy property.
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THE COURT: GCkay. And you -- in regards
to Data Request 19, you indicate that that has been
resolved. Correctly?

M5. MEADOWS: Correct, yes.

THE COURT: Okay. So your interest is,
in, in DR 18, they're refusing to answer?

M5. MEADOWS: Yes. That's the one where
t hey had the conversation --

THE COURT: That's, that's the one where
you were asking for conversations had at your house. |
believe they said they didn't have any, but we'l]l
inquire into that.

M5. MEADOA5: Yeah. And then | requested
-- | asked if a privilege |og would, would apply in that
factor. And you said it would, but you wanted us to try
to work it out.

THE COURT: -- if something -- if there
I's something there that is discoverable to which they
are asserting the privilege, the privilege | og woul d
apply. The way | read your notion, | had a little
difficulty understanding it. And the reason why is the
privilege log -- the privilege log is for Gain Belt and
for me. It's for me to be able -- it's for Gain Belt
for their protection when they've decided to nmake these

objections. And it's for ne so that | can look at it,
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and there should be sufficient information in that |og
for me to determne that the privilege would apply. But
that's kind of the extent of it. [It's not sonething
that they are to produce for you. |It's sonething that,

that they would have to produce for ne. Does that nake

sense?

M5. MEADOWAS: Sure, sure, yes.

THE COURT: Al right. Wy don't -- and
|'ve asked Ms. Meadows, is that -- is that all that's

outstanding for you at this point in tinme?

M5. MEADOWNS: Well, and just to clarify

on the -- on the privilege log -- and I'msorry if |
didn't word it correctly or whatever. |I'm--

THE COURT: No, no, no. Just -- it's
fine.

M5. MEADOWS: | am doing the best | can.

It may not look like it, but I am But --

THE COURT: You're doing just fine, M.
Meadows.

M5. MEADOWA5: -- during -- in, in that --
In that confer neet, not hearing, neeting -- confer
neet, whatever that thing is called that we, we do
anmongst each other before we do the notions to conpel or
i nvol ve you or whatever --

THE COURT: Onh, the informal conversation
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where you're to try and resol ve your, your discovery
di spute directly with the opposing party.

M5. MEADOWS: Yes, that. Wen | had that
on the 27th with Anne Cal |l enbach of Polsinelli, we
di scussed that and she just said everything that they
had tal ked about had been cc'd in to them The, the
attorneys had been cc'd in on the conversations or
whatever. So | take that to nean that there probably
was sonet hing pertinent because he said, "W talked
about you a lot." So I nean, surely ny property was in
there sonewhere in that, but in any case, that's, that's
why | did, did this one in the notion to conpel for
seeing privacy | ogs because it's -- | nean, | still
don't understand what would be so private about
di scussi ng ny property.

M5. CALLENBACH: Judge, may | respond --

THE COURT: Well, in a mnute -- in a
m nute, Ms. Callenbach. | do want to hear from you
fully. I'"mdelighted to see everybody today. Wy don't
you -- | wll cone back to your response, but why don't

you tell nme, and you can respond in the process, where
do things discovery-wise sit with Gain Belt wth M.
Meadows?

M5. CALLENBACH: Judge, well, as you --

as you realize fromour notion for clarification, we
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feel there's, there's sone disagreenent on really the
scope of discovery at this point. Wen we agreed to
sort of accept Ms. Meadows new clains into this
conpl aint case in lieu of having a second conplaint, it
was our understanding fromthe prehearing conference
t hat di scovery would be limted to new cl ai ns because
absent those new cl ai ns, discovery would have cl osed on
April 4th, 2025.

So given the nature of the additional
clainms, which were, | believe that Gain Belt msled M.
Meadows as to the comm ssion's role in approving the
route or that we deliberately withheld information, any
rel evant di scovery woul d necessarily be conversations
between Grain Belt and Ms. Meadows because those --
that's the nature of her additional clains. So there
Is, | think, sone dispute anong the parties. And then,
you know, OPC s notion expands that further.

What really the scope is at this point,
Gain Belt feels that there's been extensive discovery
already in this proceeding. |It's been pending for
nearly a year. There's been a lot of information
produced, and our, our response to the additional clains
had -- | don't recall Andrew keeping on 17 exhibits of
Information, a detail -- a six page tineline of all the

conmuni cations Gain Belt has had with Ms. Meadows.
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W're not certain what else there is to produce.

In response to what Ms. Meadows just said
about how attorneys were cc'd on everything, what | said
I n that conversation was we objected to DR 18, which is
true. And we also responded and said that there are no
docunents responsive to that request that are not al so
privileged. So that is what | said. | just -- | wanted
to make sure the record was clear on what | said, not
that the attorneys were cc'd on, on everything.

THE COURT: And in regard to DR -- go
ahead.

M5. CALLENBACH: Oh, I'msorry. | didn't
mean to interrupt. Go ahead.

THE COURT: In regard to DR 22, the
wi ndshi el d survey, what's that about?

M5. CALLENBACH:. | think we believe that
that is -- that's really outside the scope of what we
bel i eve kind of the narrow issues at this stage of the -
- of the case are. Requesting the w ndshield surveys,
that was really, you know, very early step in the
routing study which was done three plus years ago. And
t he purpose of the windshield studies is to nake certain
that sort of facts on the ground match what the conpany
and the routing team have seen in satellite inmages.

It's sinply to make sure that G S and facts on the
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ground are consistent with each other, that there has
not been a new barn or a private airstrip or, or
sonething that is not recognizable on GS that is now on
the ground that would interfere with, with routing

consi derations. That's, that's really the point of the
wi ndshi el d survey.

And | think our fear in responding to
that -- not fear per se, but it, it feels |ike an
attenpt to relitigate the, the CCN and the route of, of
t he Tiger Connector, which as the comm ssion has al ready
stated, the comm ssion does not intend for this
conpl aint case to sort of devolve into a relitigation of
the route. So that is our concern wth DR 22.

THE COURT: kay. |I'mgoing to -- and,
and | said at the beginning of this. | said -- well, |
shoul d ask, does staff want to weigh in on this at all?

M5. HANSEN. Let's -- sorry about that.
Staff has discussed this, and I would say that the
staff's opinionis simlar to Gain Belt's opinion in
that 20 or DR 22. W do believe that it is out of --
outside of the scope of, of discovery and -- because it,
it is talking about things that happened prior to the
report and order -- the order. And is it EA-2023-0017
or the, the CCN case? So essentially, as Ms. Callenbach

said, it would be relitigating stuff that has already
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been deci ded.

THE COURT: Ckay. Let ne clarify. |
wasn't -- I'msorry, and | wasn't clear. | wasn't
asking for staff's opinion on, on, on the notion. | was

aski ng does staff have any discovery concerns of its

own?
M5. HANSEN. | see. Sorry about that.
No, | don't think we do have any di scovery concerns.
THE COURT: Sane question for Public
Counsel .

MR. POSTON: W -- |'ve not issued
di scovery in this case, so | don't have any, any current
I ssues with it.

THE COURT: And that nakes conplete
sense. All right. As | indicated, | apologize for ny
role in all of this. And ny role is not, not m nuscul e.
| probably should have ruled on the notion for
clarification shortly after seeing it rather than
sitting by to see what everybody else filed and then it
just kind of turned into a deluge of filings.

Because | can rule on these things at a,
a prehearing conference -- generally, when you're
tal king about |imting discovery, in, in the Mssouri
Suprene Court rule, it says, "Limtations. Upon the

notion of any party on its own, the court nust Iimt the
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frequency or extent discovery if it determnes,"” and
then it says a nunber of things. But, but that first
part is interesting to nme because it's on notion or --
it's on notion by a party or on its owmn. Well, |
haven't noved to |imt discovery to ny awareness. And
the, the first is for clarification and not request to
limt discovery. So it wouldn't fall into that.

| went back and read the transcript on
this to see if | had done anything that would lead to
bel i eve that discovery was sonehow limted. | can
certainly see the angle that Gain Belt is approaching
it from relying on the previous procedural schedul e,
and they believe that that discovery deadline date had
sonme neani ng even after the evidentiary hearing and
di scovery was reopened. And that's, that's -- that is
one interpretation of that. However, it's not one that
| agree with in this point.

| tend to view discovery a little bit
like | view cross-exam nation, in that the scope of
cross-exam nation, unlike other kinds of testinony, is
generally unlimted except for standard tri al
objections. And the rules governing discovery -- the
M ssouri rul es governing discovery have an entire
section saying, "The scope of discovery unless otherw se

limted by order of the court.” And it |ays out
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essentially what those are. |It's the standard one that
| think nost people can say roughly to sone degree off
theirs. And it's any matter not privileged that is

rel evant to the subject matter involved in the pending
action. And then there's the additional reasonably
calculated to | ead to adm ssi bl e.

The kinds of things that Gain Belt said
they were worried about, which was the fishing
expedition and the going outside of the scope, those are
-- |, I looked at the |list of discovery objections that
are available, and there are objections that woul d cover
those individually that could be made on a DR by DR
basis. | respect that a trenendous anount of discovery
has gone on, but | don't believe |I did anything that
limted it to a particular subject matter beyond what is
now the two subject matters of this conplaint, which is
the routing and then the dealing with Grain Belt's one.
Those are both envel oped under the sanme nunber.

So | don't intend to limt discovery as a
bl anket statenent going forward, but | am happy to and
probably should have since informally this becane a
little nore difficult -- 1I'mhappy to do it on a DR by
DR basis, and | think that's appropriate. M. Madows,
| believe | had told, you know, try and work it out wth

them |If you can't work it out with them file your
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notion to conpel. That's what she did. 10 days have
not gone by, Gain Belt has not had an opportunity to
respond. And |I'massumng that Grain Belt is planning
to respond to that. Correct?

M5. CALLENBACH. Sorry. Yes, Judge. |
was on nmute. Yes, we do plan to respond.

THE COURT: To the notion to conpel.
Ckay. Now, our DR 18 and -- Data Request 18 and Data
Request 22, the only issues we have right now. And
know t hat Public Counsel has pointed out in their
request to extend tine that there may be -- that those -
- that any discovery provided, there's always the risk
that it will lead to further discovery requests, and
that's just the nature of it. But for right now, is
there anything el se on the table besides DR 18 and 227

M5. MEADOWAS: | just got 23 back, and it
was rejected after | discussed it wth Anne.

THE COURT: \What's Data Request 23?

M5. MEADOWNS: It was a -- originally, |
had requested Data Request 13 from January to be
conpelled. And it was just any notes, records,
anything. And she just basically explained it was a
little too broad, it needed to be nore specific. And,
and then | discussed how to resubmt that, and she said

It would just need a new nunber. So | went in and put
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in the specific people that that would apply to and gave
it a new data request. W're still within -- | think
still within the tine franme that they can respond
further, but, but --

THE COURT: (Okay. And it's also -- it's
al so not --

M5. MEADOWNS: -- they did -- they did
reject wwthin the five day thing or period.

THE COURT: But it's not currently part
of your notion to conpel.

M5. MEADOWS: No, because this was
already -- the case was already -- or this conference
was al ready set up when they put that in. So it -- see
that's the kind of the problem|'mhaving here, and |
apol ogi ze. There's sort of a lot of overlapping and |I'm
trying to keep up with all of it. And --

THE COURT: How | ong does Grain Belt need
to respond to the notion to conpel, or how | ong would
you like? Usually it's 10 days fromthe date it was

filed, and it was filed on --

MS. CALLENBACH: | believe it was fil ed
on July 3rd.
THE COURT: That is correct. So the 13th
M5. CALLENBACH  Judge --
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THE COURT: -- is the out tinme for
response. That falls on a weekend. So normally the 10
days would be the 14th. But | scheduled this
conference. So what |'masking is, how nuch tinme woul d
Gain Belt like to respond?

M5. CALLENBACH. Judge, we were just
anticipating responding within the 10 day period, so by
the 14th, if that's workable.

THE COURT: GCkay. And since, since this
says, "Has drug on a bit," | will try to rule or have
the comm ssion rule on that notion rather quickly.

M5. CALLENBACH: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: Ckay. | think -- is that all
there is to say? And in regard -- |I'mgoing to address
-- if for sonme reason privilege cones up, | may -- if
you're maintaining a privilege log, | may ask you to

submt that to ne so that | can nmake a determ nation.
MS. CALLENBACH. Okay. Judge, | wll
poi nt out though that the DR 18 is sonewhat unique, is
t hat she's asking for communi cations. W responded and
said there are no conmuni cations responsive to DR 18
that are not privilege. But so, in essence, her request
for discovery is discovery about her discovery. So a
privilege log would sinply say --
THE COURT: Wait, wait, wait. |'m going
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to -- when | don't understand, |'mgoing to back up just
a second. A discovery about discovery? Explain that to
me, please.

M5. CALLENBACH Well, her -- I, | may
have not phrased that as well as | could, but a
privilege log wll sinply say email between Pol sinell
and Jason Brown regardi ng Ms. Meadows's discovery.
There -- | nmean, we can certainly submt a privilege |og
i f you request one, but | -- there will not be a | ot of
addi ti onal details.

THE COURT: Wbuld need to be sufficient -
- | nmean, without a -- without a -- without a privilege
| og, there would need to be sufficient information in
the notion for ne to determne or in your response,
mean. So if you believe there's sufficient information
in there, don't, don't submt that. And if | need it, |
will ask for it.

M5. CALLENBACH. Ckay. Absolutely.

THE COURT: But since this discovery
di spute has gone on for a while, | do want to end it
qui ckly. So once you've responded, | wll do ny best to
try and get that -- | will do ny best to try and resolve
that before the 25th. It's not a guarantee, but that's
ny -- that's what | will try and do. Al right.

That's, that's how |'m going to handl e that since
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there's just a few specific ones. W'Ill see how DR 23
cones out and see if we need to have a conference to
i ndividually discuss that. And I'll rule on, on, on
objections to that if it becones necessary. And since
you're going to do it within the 10 days, | don't need
to set any other kind of deadline.

At this point, I'"mgoing to let M.
Poston -- you filed this notion to extend di scovery.
And did you want to argue that in any fashion, or are
you just happy with it the way it i1s?

MR, POSTON. |'mhappy with it the way it
Is. | nmean, it's -- | think it's pretty

straightforward. And there's just been sone delay and |

don't -- you know, typically the discovery will go right
up, you know, like | say in the notion, close to the
date of the hearing. And so just -- it's just another

two weeks. That's all.

THE COURT: |Is there any -- is there any
obj ection, given that we have had a little bit of delay
-- like | said, sone of it is mne. |Is there any

objection to Public Counsel's notion to extend di scovery

to be provided by April -- let's see -- by April 19th,
2025? 1s that correct?
M5. CALLENBACH. I'msorry, April 19th?

MR. POSTON. Yeah. It's -- the discovery
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needs to be provided by April --

THE COURT: On, four days before. |
apol ogi ze. So that would be --

MR. POSTON. Answer's due by the 15.
Yeah.

THE COURT: GCkay. You have April 15th.

| think you nmean August.

MR POSTON: Onh, did | say April -- oh.
That's, that's --

THE COURT: Well, | read it. And | read
It wong too. So, so, so August 15th. |Is there any --

MR. POSTON: Yeah.

THE COURT: And that would be four days
before the hearing on the 19th. Are there any
obj ections to extending the response tine for that?

M5. CALLENBACH: Judge, | think Gain
Belt would --

THE COURT: Not everybody wants -- Ms.
Meadows, hold on. | heard Ms. Callenbach first.

MS. CALLENBACH: | think Gain Belt would
prefer to keep the current deadline, which | believe is
July 22nd, for the issuance of, of data requests.

THE COURT: GCkay. So that -- and I, |
just want to reread this because you said issue and |

wanted to see because | renenber there being sonething
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about issue. So right now, Public Counsel's notion is
to extend the day to, to request discovery by two weeks
to August 5th. And you're saying, "No, keep it on the
27th." And then the date to provide it, the outside
date, would be August 15th. GCkay. M. Meadows, |'I|
hear from you now.

M5. MEADOAS: Well, I'malso going for
di scovery bei ng extended, but | guess | need
clarification. Is it going to be limted to just ny
second -- ny second claimor whatever or can it be
anyt hi ng?

THE COURT: No, I've not l[imted
di scovery in any way. |'ve said that | think the only
limtation on discovery would be standard obj ecti ons.

M5. MEADOWAS: (Kkay.

THE COURT: And | think standard
obj ections will suffice. Wat was that --

M5. CALLENBACH: And Judge, since --

THE COURT: Go ahead.

M5. CALLENBACH. | apol ogize. Since
we've agreed -- we've agreed to shorten tine for
objection to five days and tinme for responses to 10
days, | -- we just don't believe there's any need to
continue this out at infinitum but -- so our objection

stands to changing the date fromJuly 22nd to August
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5t h?

THE COURT: 22nd. | think | said 27th
last tinme. | think that the -- given that this has
caused a delay, I'mgoing to grant the notion. So the

| ast day to issue discovery requests will be August 5th,
2025. And the last day to provide any discovery will be
August 15th. And | wll codify that in an order that
will go out tonorrow

M5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: Are there any other discovery
concerns or anything that | have not taken up that
needed to be taken up? GCkay. | hear nothing. [|'m
hopi ng we can get through this discovery stuff -- 1|, I,
| have noved the deadlines, but it is ny hope that we
are far enough along that nmaybe we're -- that these few
outlying DRs may be the end of it, and it may not. And
it -- like | said, we nay cone back on, on DR 23
ultimately anyway. |'m happy to address these one by
one, objection by objection. But | wll codify in an
order tonorrow that | have overruled Gain Belt's
obj ection and request to keep it on the 22nd, and that |
noved it to August 5th and 15th respectively.

|f there's nothing else, | wll -- 1 wll
| ook for a response to Ms. Meadows's notion to conpel.

Anybody may respond to that. However, | amgoing to say
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that because it is ny intention to handle it fairly
efficiently, | don't think it would be necessary for
anybody to file any sort of reply to any response. So
don't do that.

MR. SCHULTE: Judge, if | may. | just
pul l ed up the order establishing the procedural schedul e
that was issued on June 11th. And the, the position
statenents of the parties are due --

THE COURT: August 11th.

MR. SCHULTE: -- August 11th, which is a
Monday, and the hearing starts on August 19th, which is
a Tuesday. |If the last day to issue discovery is August
5th, our discovery responses will be due after position
statenents are filed and only two busi ness days before
the hearing begins. And it seens like if we're going to
extend the deadline fromthe 22nd, we don't need a full
two additional weeks. It seens that we could naybe
split the difference and extend it a week, just so we're
not dealing wth discovery still two business days
bef ore we have to appear at the evidentiary hearing.

THE COURT: kay. So what, what -- in,
in, in very plain terns, what dates are you asking for?

MR SCHULTE: Well, if there's an
extension, then could we do, rather than a two week

extension for the last day to issue discovery, just a

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Discovery Conference
July 10, 2025 Page 27

one week extension fromthe 22nd to the 29th of July.
Then we coul d get our discovery responses out of the way
before position statenents are due.

THE COURT: Any objections?

MR. POSTON:. Yeah. This is OPC. | would
keep it -- | don't -- | just don't know how nmuch a
di scovery response is going to alter party's position.

THE COURT: And | don't know that |
di sagree with you, but, but what | wll say is | don't
know that the request is necessarily unreasonable in
that the tinme was picked was to give kind of the maxi num
anount of tinme for discovery. Well, let nme | ook at

cal endar here.

MR, SCHULTE: We've also -- | don't want
to interrupt you Judge, but the -- originally when we
agreed to these additional -- these additional

al | egations, which were inproperly raised in the first

I nstance, but we overl ooked that and all owed the
conplaint to be anmended, we thought there was going to
be a hearing in June or July. And now we're |ooking at
a hearing in August. And so it is a -- has been a

t renmendous anount of tinme and resources expended on the
additional allegations, not to nention the original
allegations. And so it just seens that, you know, the

nore tinme that is given, the nore headache induced. So
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we, we would like to limt that as much as possi bl e.

MR PRINGLE: And for what it's worth,
Judge, staff has no objection to OPC s request or Gain
Belt's nodification to that request.

THE COURT: | can -- well, | can see
advantages to both. | see -- | see Grain Belt's

position and part of nme says that if | grant that

request and pull it back by a week, then if sonething
goes awy, we can always nove that. It mght actually
be easier -- it mght be easier to just nove it

slightly. And what | nean by that is make the 15th --
rather than the 15th being the |l ast day to provide
di scovery, | want to nmake the 14th the last day to
provi de the discovery and |'m going to nove position
statenments to the 15.

And ny reasoning on that, which -- it
al ways gets ne in trouble when | share. M reasoning on
that is that the position statenents are only -- in, in
conplaints are not as inportant to ne as they m ght be
i n other kinds of cases or to the conmm ssion because
the, the issues -- while the content of what the issues
I's may change, the issue is always the sane, which is,
has there been a violation of a rule, statute, order,
tariff, etc.? So the position statenents in, in a case

like this kind of really give ne just a witten version
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of what | kind of already know So | think that that's
a reasonable -- | trailed off there. | think that's,
that's a reasonabl e sol ution.

MR, SCHULTE: |If the last day to respond
to discovery is the 14th, that neans that deadline to
| ssue discovery is the 4th.

THE COURT: You nean to conply with the
10 day response tine?

MR. SCHULTE: Yeah, 10 day response tine,
yes

THE COURT: No, | don't want to do that.
Let's just make them both do the 15th. Al right. So
the 15th of August will be the last day to respond to
di scovery and the date position statenents are due.

MR. SCHULTE: So the full extension
requested by OPC is granted.

THE COURT: Yes. | am-- |'m hopeful
that it won't be necessary, but | think it's easier to
| eave it as it is than to shorten it and then for a
| egitimate reason have to further extend it. So I'd
rather just leave it where it is and hope we're resol ved
when we get there. However, Gain Belt's comment that
has been going on a year and it has been schedul ed for
quite a while, | do hear that. So it's not ny intention

right nowto nove this hearing fromwhere it is. So |
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do intend to hold the hearing on the 19, absent sone
extraordi nary circunstance.

MR, SCHULTE: And just to nmake the record
here, | do -- I, I, I, | do want to enphasize that Gain
Belt continues to object to the procedure in this case
that has allowed the -- | nmean, we still have a pending
notion to dismss or a, a pending reconsideration of a
notion to dismss. And so our argunent in the first
i nstance is that the conplaint was inproper and never
raised -- never identified an issue, a rule, a
regul ati on, or an order that was viol ated.

And that -- you know, we understand that
t hat was deni ed, but we did request a rehearing. And we
think that that rehearing is on solid grounds. And so
really the -- this conplaint shouldn't have existed from
t he beginning, but it -- but nevertheless it, it has,
and we've prepared to -- we prepared for a hearing that
was supposed to be in April, | believe. And, and, and
so we got all geared up for that based on what was in
the initial conplaint.

Then very late in the process, the
conpl ai nant nmade additional allegations. W got
together in a prehearing conference and agreed that the
-- that we would allow those additional allegations to

be incorporated into this conplaint. The discussion at
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the time was that the hearing woul d be bunped back, you
know, only a nonth, and that | think it was, you know,
woul dn't you rather have a delay of 30 days now rat her
than an entirely new conplaint? And we agreed to it on
those terns, but now we have a hearing in August. So
it's been an extensive additional delay. And all the
while, there's been no limtation on discovery. And so
the anobunt of tinme and expense on a conplaint that we
believe was inproperly filed and inproperly anended is
very prejudicial to the conpany. And so we do have an
ongoi ng objection to this discovery process. | just
want to make that record clear.

THE COURT: No, | think that's fine. |
under stand your position and | think it's fine. And
that's, that's, that's noted. | thought it would serve
judicial econony if, if these -- what we'll call the
newer allegations, were rolled into this conpl ai nt
rather than refiling or rather than having those filed
as a separate conplaint and starting the process over
again. At that time, Gain Belt agreed to that. |
absol utely understand your, your frustration with ny
di scovery orders, but that wll be a matter for appeal.
Al right. 1Is there anything else | need to address
while |'ve got everyone here?

MR. POSTON. Hey, Judge. This is Marc
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Poston, and | hate to delay this anynore. And, and |
don't really know what the DR 23 was about, but |
understand that Grain Belt has objected to it. And
that, | guess, there's -- the planis to wait until
their response tinme is up before -- you know, Ms.
Meadows notes that she needed to do notion to conpel.
didn't hear whether Gain Belt just was going to not
respond, you know, if they're objecting, they' re not
intending to give an answer to the DR or if, if they're
goi ng --

THE COURT: Well, | don't think they have
totell us. | don't think -- | nean, they nmay have told
her they're not going to answer it, but | believe their
time to answer it is still ticking. Correct?

M5. CALLENBACH. That's correct.

MR, POSTON. It is. And the point | was
just going to nmake is if, if they don't intend to answer
it, I nmean, it -- you know, it would just nove things up
I f they just |et her know now so she could go forward
wi th her notion and/or, you know, getting another
di scovery conference instead of just needlessly waiting.
That was ny point.

THE COURT: | think -- well, well, |1
t hink you have a point there. Gain Belt is already

very di sappointed with ny -- with ny discovery rulings,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 0o N o o b~ w N Pk

[ERY
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Discovery Conference
July 10, 2025 Page 33

and | think further renoving discovery fromits nor nal
course could be problematic. So |I'm going to have G ain
Belt deal with the notion before them and we can deal
Wth 23 separately. If Gain Belt decides they want to
address 23 in their response, they can. |If they want to
wai t, they can.

MR. POSTON: All right. Fai r enough.

Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. | didn't hear
anything else. | would like to thank you all for being
here today. Again, we -- |, | hope we can get this back

on track fairly quickly. Like | said, it is ny

intention to not nove the evidentiary hearing. So

absent sonething extraordinary, | do intend to hold it
on the 19th. And I will issue an order tonorrow
codifying nmy rulings at this conference, and I will | ook

for the response to Ms. Meadow s di scovery notion. Got
a pi ece of paper.

Wll, with that in mnd, I"'mgoing to --
" mgoing to adjourn this discovery conference, and we
wll go off the record.

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you, Judge.

MR. PRI NGLE: Thank you.

(End of audio recording.)
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