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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 9:30 a.m:

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Good norning. W are on the
record. This is the evidentiary hearing in Case No.

EC- 2025- 0136, Cheri Meadows vs. Gain Belt Express. [|I'm
Ron Pridgin. |1'mthe Regulatory Law Judge assigned to
preside over this hearing that's being held August 20,
2025, in the Governor Ofice Building in Jefferson Gty,
Mssouri. The tine is 9:30 a.m

| would |ike to get entries of appearance from
the parties. M. Meadows, | don't want you to give out
any personal information such as your address. |If you
coul d pl ease just give us your nane. That's all we need
fromyou. |If you'd turn your m crophone on and just
gi ve us your nane, please.

M5. MEADOAS: My nane is Cheri Meadows.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Ms. Meadows, thank you. Entry
of appearance from Grain Belt Express, please.

M5. CALLENBACH. Good norning, Judge. Good
nor ni ng, Conm ssioners. Anne Callenbach of the law firm
Pol sinelli PC. Also Andrew Schulte of the sane | aw
firm 900 West 48th Place, Kansas Cty, Mssouri 64112.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. Ms. Call enbach, thank you.

Any entry on behalf of the staff of the Conm ssion?

M5. HANSEN. Good norni ng, Judge, yes. W

have nme, Andrea Hansen, and Tracy Johnson representing
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Commi ssion staff.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: M. Hansen, thank you. An
entry on behalf of the Ofice of the Public Counsel.

MR. POSTON: Thank you. Good norning. Marc
Poston for the Ofice of the Public Counsel.

JUDGE PRIRD@ N. M. Poston, thank you. D d |
overl ook anyone?

All right. A little housekeeping. We wll
need to break about 10:45 so the Conmm ssion can hold its
11: 00 a. m agenda neeting that's being held right here,
and so | will ook for a natural break around 10:45. But
if I can't find one, | may have to just al nost stop
sonebody in the mddle of a sentence or sonething so we
can have agenda.

My thought right nowis we would get back on
the record at roughly 11:30 and then maybe shoot for a
| unch break around 12:30 if we need one.

Anyt hing fromthe bench or fromthe parties
bef ore we proceed to opening statenents?

M5. HANSEN:. Yes, Judge. As a prelimnary
matter, as staff we filed our Staff Report and our
Suppl enental Staff Report as public and confidenti al
versions. |It's our understanding that there is a
Comm ssion rule that requires that these filings are

only confidential. And so because of that, we were
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wonderi ng, you know, if we wanted to tal k about the
Staff Report and the Supplenental Staff Report, which we
antici pate being questioned on, if we wll need to go in
canmera to tal k about those things.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: | appreciate the heads-up,
counsel. | guess before we get to that, hopefully you
can discuss this during the break, if there's anything
in those reports that you think needs to be protected, |
nmean, the rule notwi thstanding, if everyone agrees that
the information you' re going to discuss is going to be
publ i c anyway and counsel can agree, then we probably
woul dn't need to go in canera, but I'll leave that to
the parties to try to figure out hopefully during the
break. | want to obviously mnimze any tine that we
spend in canera and keep this as public as we can.

M5. HANSEN: Thank you very nuch.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  You're very wel cone. Anything
further before opening statenents?

M5. CALLENBACH:. Yes, Judge. Thank you.

Gain Belt Express had asked -- Actually rather on our
exhibit list there are a nunber of itens that we woul d

| i ke the Comm ssion to take admi nistrative notice of
froma previous file. Wuld you |ike ne to read those
items into the record or shall | just submt this to the

court reporter? Wat would be your preference?
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JUDGE PRIDA@ N:. Do the parties have a
preference?

M5. HANSEN: We have no preference.

JUDGE PRIDA@N. | guess in the matter of
trying to speed things up, if you just wanted to just
submt that to the court reporter we can do it that way.

M5. CALLENBACH. Thank you. And of those
itenms since -- Do | need to nake a notion for
adm ni strative notice? W may be referring to several
of these. | want to nmake sure that they're available to
refer to.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. That woul d probably be
cl eaner, and you can do that now or |ater, whichever you
prefer.

M5. CALLENBACH. Ckay. Yeah, ['Il just do it
now. | probably should then read these in so we know
what we're referring to.

JUDGE PRIDA N. Ckay.

M5. CALLENBACH. Ckay. Thank you, sir.

JUDCGE PRI DA N Sure.

M5. CALLENBACH: Yes, Grain Belt Express would
request admnistrative notice of certainitens filed in
File No. EA-2023-0017 and the first being the QOctober
12, 2023 Report and Order, the Decenber 7, 2023 Order
Denyi ng Application for Rehearing, the February 8, 2023
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Order Setting Local Public Hearings and Directing
Notice, the direct testinony and schedul es of Aaron
White on behalf of Invenergy Grain Belt Express, the
surrebuttal testinony and schedul es of Aaron Wite, the
direct testinony and schedul es of Andrew Burke from WEP
on behal f of Invenergy Grain Belt Express, the
surrebuttal testinony and schedul es of Andrew Burke, the
direct testinony and schedul es of Kevin Chandl er on
behal f of Invenergy G ain Belt Express, the surrebuttal
testinony and schedul es of Kevin Chandler, and the
August 24, 2022 G ain Belt Express's Application to
Amend t he CCN.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:. Ms. Call enbach, thank you.
Any objection to the Conm ssion taking adm nistrative
notice of those itens? Hearing none. The Conm ssion
w |l take adm nistrative notice of that. Thank you.

Anyt hing further from counsel before opening
statenents?

Al right. M. Meadows, if you would |ike,
you may give an opening statenent. This would be your
opportunity not to testify yet but to tell the
Comm ssi on what you think the evidence will eventually
show. You don't have to make an openi ng statenent, but
you can if you'd like. If you want to, if you'll cone

to the podium and address the Conmmi ssion. Again, it's
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entirely up to you.

M5. MEADOAS: Yeah, |'d like to nmake a
statenent. Should I turn nmy m ke off?

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: That doesn't matter. Just
come up to the podium Thank you. Just try to speak up
alittle bit. Wenever you' re ready, nma' am

M5. MEADOWAS: Good norning, Conm ssioners,
Judge. M nane is Cheri Meadows. |'m here today
because nmy property was targeted for the Tiger
Connector. And when | say "targeted,” | nean there are
ri sks of serious harmfromthis |line going across ny
property. And for the past three years, | have brought
this to the attention of Gain Belt |Invenergy
representatives nmy concerns and reconmendati ons for what
we can do to alleviate that.

|"ve been ignored. |'ve basically been
brushed off or put off. And | guess the nost
frustrating part is | trusted the Gain Belt rep that |

was talking to to be forthright and honest wth nme about

t hings, because |I'mjust a residential citizen. |[|'mnot
an attorney. | don't have any friends or famly who are
attorneys. | don't understand how any of this. | don't

t hi nk anybody does. Maybe this roombut that's it.
So | didn't understand the PSC process in full

and | kind of relied on themto be honest wwth ne and
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explain to ne what they could or couldn't do. And they
t ook advantage of that. And here we are so long after
you guys approved the route with ne having to cone here
and basically beg you to not |let themharmnme or ny
property with this |ine. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Ms. Meadows, thank you. Any
bench questions by chance?

Qpeni ng statenent fromGain Belt. M.

Schul te, when you're ready.

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you. | did have a power
point that | think will go up on the screen. It's
really just a summary of what will be in the transcript
anyway.

Good norning. M nane is Andrew Schulte with
the Polsinelli Law Firmon behalf of Gain Belt Express.
| would like to begin ny opening statenment with a
di scussion of the |legal standards that are applicable to
this case.

The Comm ssion's authority, including its
authority to hear conplaints, is derived fromthe
General Assenbly and defined by statute. The rel evant
statute for conplaints is Section 386.390, RSMb, and it
provi des that the Comm ssion has authority to hear
conplaints "setting forth any act or thing done or

omtted to be done" by a public utility "in violation,
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or clained to be in violation, of any provision of |aw
subject to the Comm ssion's authority, of any rule
pronul gated by the Conm ssion, or of any utility tariff,
or of any order or decision of the Conm ssion."

Accordingly, it is required that Ms. Meadows
identify the specific act or thing done or omtted to be
done by Grain Belt Express in her initial forma
conplaint. Failure to do so violates the due process
rights of Grain Belt Express by failing to provide
notice and an opportunity to respond.

What is not allowed and what cannot be
entertained by this Conmssion is a roving general
I nvestigation by a conplainant on the basis of nere
suspicion. Unfortunately, this proceeding has often
veered into that territory.

After the act or thing done or omtted to be
done is identified, the burden is on the conpl ai nant,
even a pro se conplainant, to present evidence that
shows by a preponderance of substantial conpetent
evi dence that a violation has occurred.

In this case, Ms. Meadows has produced a | ong
and anor phous list of theories and concerns and
al | egations. But despite nonths of discovery, she has
failed to produce any substantial conpetent evidence to

support her allegations. Therefore, she has failed to
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satisfy her burden of proof and the conplaint nust be
deni ed.

The basis for the conplaint has been
identified by the Comm ssion in previous orders in this
proceeding. First, inthe initial conplaint filed on
Oct ober 15, 2024, Ms. Meadows alleged that, first, the
project is not designed to have a mninmal inpact to |and
and, two, the routing teamdid not try to avoid built-up
areas and residences. Both of these allegations are
I nconpl ete and paraphrased portions of two Findings of
Fact fromthe Comm ssion's Oder in Case No.

EA- 2023- 0017 whereby the Conm ssion granted Gain Belt
Express a request for an anended CCN. For conveni ence,
we'll refer to that case as the CCN case. My co-counsel
recently requested the admnistrative notice of several
docunents from that case.

Five nonths after the initial conplaint was
filed by Ms. Meadows and in response to a Mtion for
Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Denial of Gain Belt
Express's Motion to Dismss, Ms. Meadows raised a
conpl etely new all egation. Those allegations raised in
March of this year are that G ain Belt Express prevented
Ms. Meadows from contacting the Conm ssion regarding the
route for the Tiger Connector and/or Gain Belt Express

deliberately omtted and wthheld information regarding
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t he Comm ssion's route approval process. The Conm ssion
al l owned Ms. Meadows to anend her conplaint to include
t hose additional allegations.

First 1'll address the original allegations
fromthe formal complaint. These allegations do not
i nplicate a provision of law, rule or tariff. Rather
t he conpl ai nant has identified two Findings of Fact in

the Comm ssion's Report and Order in the CCN case. For

ease of reference, I'll refer to this Report and O der
as the CCN Order.
The CCN Order, like nost of the Commi ssion's

report and orders, is divided into five sections. The
first is the procedural history, second is the Findings
of Fact and each Finding of Fact cites to substanti al
conpetent evidence in the record of that case. Third,

t he Comm ssi on presents concl usions of |aw which address
the Comm ssion's |legal authority and the applicable
standards of law. Fourth, the Conm ssion presents its
deci sion where it applies the facts fromthe Findings of
Fact to the | egal standards and determ nes whet her those
| egal standards have been net. Fifth, the Conm ssion
provided a sunmary, which is a very brief recap of the
Comm ssion's decision. And finally, after the sunmary,

t he Comm ssion sets forth its ordering paragraphs.

The CCN Order contains 16 ordering paragraphs.
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12 of the 16 ordering paragraphs describe conditions
that G ain Belt Express nust abide by. These conditions
I ncl ude, anong ot her things, financing requirenents,
| andowner protocols and reporting requirenents.

The ordering paragraphs that require Gain
Belt Express to abide by conditions cite to additional
docunents such as the | andowner protocols, code of
conduct, agricultural inpact, mtigation protocols.
There's al so an attachnent that sunmarizes or sets forth
all of the conditions that were agreed to between staff
and Grain Belt Express.

The initial formal conplaint in this case did
not allege a violation of any of those conditions.
| nstead, the conplainant alleged a violation of two
Fi ndi ngs of Fact which appear under Section 2 of the CCN
Order. Section 2 of the CCN Order contains 156 nunbered
Fi ndi ngs of Fact. Each of those is supported by
footnotes with references to the evidence in the record
of the case.

The Findings of Fact, plus the Concl usions of
Law, formthe basis for the Comm ssion's Decision inits
ordering paragraphs. However, the Findings of Facts are
not thenselves directives to the conpany or conditions
upon whi ch the conpany nust operate. Rather, the

Fi ndi ngs of Fact are sinply a restatenent of the
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evi dence that was already presented in the case.
Accordingly, a Finding of Fact cannot be violated and it
does not formthe basis for a conplaint pursuant to
Section 386.390, RSM.

For these reasons, Grain Belt Express noved to
dism ss the formal conplaint as filed. The notion was
denied. So we won't reargue it here. However, what we
are left wwth are two Findings of Fact that were true
when the Conmm ssion issued the CCN Order on Cctober 12,
2023, and they remain true to this day.

Grain Belt Express al ready supported the two
Fi ndi ngs of Fact with extensive evidence in the CCN case
and the Conmm ssion found that evidence persuasive and
convincing. Now we are being asked to support those
Fi ndi ngs of Fact once again. However, the evidence
hasn't changed. Accordingly, nuch of what you will hear
today fromthe Gain Belt Express wtnesses is a
recitation of their prior previous testinony in support
of the Findings of Fact that are inplicated by M.
Meadows' conpl aint.

It is inportant to note as well that M.
Meadows' formal conplaint presented an inconplete and
m sl eadi ng version of the Findings of Fact. The
conpl ete Findings of Fact are shown on the screen. The

first is No. 138 and it reads the project is designed to
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have a mnimal inpact to land. In Phase | for the HVDC
Mai n Line approximately 9 acres will be taken out of
agricul tural production. For Phase | Tiger Connector
approximtely 0.2 acres will be taken out of

agricul tural production. And for the Phase Il HVDC Min
Li ne, approximately 7 acres will be taken out of

agricul tural production.

The support for this Finding of Fact is found
in Aaron White's surrebuttal testinony in the CCN case
as indicated by the footnotes in the CCN Order. Wen
reading this Finding of Fact No. 138 in its entirety, it
beconmes clear that it's focused on the inpact on
agricultural property specifically.

The Ti ger Connector does not take any of Ms.
Meadows' property out of agricultural production. In
fact, there are no plans for a structure on Ms. Meadows'
property. It is nerely spanned. So this Finding of
Fact is not even applicable.

Fi ndi ng of Fact No. 140 reads the routing team
for the project also tried to avoid built-up areas,
resi dences, wetlands, forested areas, center pivot
irrigation, and where practical, to follow existing
devel oped corridors such as roads and existing
transm ssion and distribution lines. The support for

this Finding of Fact can be found in Andrew Burke's
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direct testinony in the CCN case. Wen this Finding of
Fact is read in its entirety, it becones clear that

G ain Belt Express appropriately bal anced many conpeti ng
I nterests when devel oping its route.

Al t hough residences were a very inportant
factor in the routing process, they were not the only
factor. In the Commssion's order denying Gain Belt's
nmotion to dismss, it stated the Conm ssion has
generally heard small conpl aint cases where conpl ai nants
have clearly articulated what m ght anmount to a
violation wthout being able to cite to the particular
law, rule, tariff, or Conm ssion order provision that
was Vi ol at ed.

The Conm ssion went on to say that this
conplaint is not a small conplaint case and the
Comm ssi on does not intend for this conplaint to turn
into an inperm ssible collateral attack on the
Comm ssion's order granting Grain Belt a certificate of
conveni ence and necessity. It is not clear to us,
however, how we can relitigate findings of fact in the
CCN Order without being subject to a collateral attack
on the CCN Order, which is why we filed a request for
reconsi deration of the Conmmi ssion's denial of the notion
to dismss. That request for reconsideration is still

pendi ng. The Comm ssion has not ruled on it. But we
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bel i eve that notion for reconsideration should be
gr ant ed.

In any event, our w tnesses today are
nevert hel ess prepared to address how the routing process
unf ol ded and why the Comm ssion correctly and
appropriately reached the conclusions that it did in the
CCN Order. Wiile Ms. Meadows has articul ated many
concerns and fears regarding the transm ssion |ine,

t hose concerns and fears are her own. She has not shown
t hat those fears and concerns are based on substanti al
conpetent evidence. Rather the Conm ssion has
previously found many tines that Gain Belt Express and
| nvenergy have the qualifications to devel op, construct
and operate the project citing to Invenergy' s extensive
experi ence and inpressive record in devel opi ng and
constructing energy projects.

| nvener gy has devel oped and constructed over
4,000 mles of transm ssion and distribution voltage
lines across the United States and internationally
traversing diverse geographical regions such as the
Nevada desert, the nountainous terrain of |daho, the
wet | ands of Texas, farmland in Illinois, and swanps in
Georgi a and nore.

Gain Belt is required to design and engi neer

and construct the Tiger Connector in accordance with
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strict engineering and safety and reliability concerns
as pronul gated by the North Anmerican Electric
Reliability Corporation, NERC, the National Electric
Saf ety Code, NESC, and the Comm ssion's own regul ation
which is found at 20 CSR 4240-18.010, which is the
safety standards for electric corporations,
t el ecommuni cati on conpani es, and rural electric
cooperati ves.

It is Gain Belt Express's practice to
establ i sh desi gn performance above the m ni num
requi renments of NESC by incorporating design performnce
criteria and recommendati ons from other industry
standards and good practice. The substantial conpetent
evidence in this case and prior cases shows that Gain
Belt Express has the experience required to build
transm ssion lines that are safe and reliable and M.
Meadows just |ike every other |andowner along the Tiger
Connector and the Gain Belt Express project as a whole
Wi ll benefit fromGain Belt Express's obligation to
mai ntain and operate the line in a safe and reliable
manner .

Movi ng now to Ms. Meadow s addi ti onal
al l egations which are that Grain Belt Express prevented
Ms. Meadows from contacting the Conm ssion regarding the

route for the Tiger Connector and that Grain Belt
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Express deliberately omtted and withheld information
regardi ng the Comm ssion's route approval process.

Frankly, it is hard to fathom how Ms. Meadows
bel i eves those allegations to be true. The record in
the CCN case contains extensive docunentation of the
public outreach conducted by the Gain Belt Express
team Kevin Chandler, who testified in the CCN case and
sponsored the public outreach testinony on behal f of
Grain Belt Express, is here to testify again regarding
t hose public outreach efforts. M. Madows has nmade
many al | egati ons about her perceived shortcom ngs of the
Commi ssion's conmmuni cations, but those perceptions are
her own.

As a product of this case, we have devel oped a
conpr ehensi ve tineline of conmuni cati ons between M.
Meadows and the conpany and annotated that tineline with
copi es of poster boards, handouts, notice letters and
Ms. Meadow s own notes all of which denponstrate the
conpany has al ways been transparent about the routing
process and went above and beyond to comruni cate that
process with Ms. Meadows and ot her | andowners.

This is the exhibit with the tineline and the
annotated tineline with every conmuni cati on between M.
Meadows and the conmpany. And we will submt this

tinmeline and its attachnents into the record of this
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case. And if Ms. Meadows is to prove her allegations,
she nmust point to sonething in this record that shows
that the conpany prevented her from contacting the

Commi ssion or deliberately omtted and w thheld

I nformati on about the Comm ssion's role in approving the
Ti ger Connector. But this she cannot do because it
doesn't exist. Rather the tineline denonstrates that

t he conpany directly informed Ms. Meadows of the

Comm ssion's process no |ess than six tines.

First, on July 12, 2022, Gain Belt Express
mai | ed notice letters for public neetings in Audrain and
Cal  away Counties that reference the application process
at the Conm ssi on.

At the public neetings, there were poster
boards di splayed that included a tineline of the
anticipated timng of the application at the Conm ssion
and the Comm ssion's decision. Attendees of the public
nmeetings were al so provided a handout that included the
sanme tinmeline. On August 18, 2022, Gain Belt Express
mai l ed notice letters indicating that it would be filing
its application at the Comm ssion providing the file
nunber for the application and providing contact
information for the Comm ssion and the Ofice of Public
Counsel .

On March 20, 2023, while the application was
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still pending at the Comm ssion, Grain Belt Express sent
voluntary easenent offer letters again referencing the
Comm ssi on process.

On June 5 through 8, 2023, the Comm ssion held
an evidentiary hearing in the CCN case. M. Meadows
wat ched the |ivestream of the Comm ssion's hearing in
the CCN case in realtime. It is inconceivable how M.
Meadows can claimthat she didn't know about the
Comm ssi on process when she wat ched the process happen
in realtine.

Finally, on August 4, 2023, before the
Comm ssion issued its decision in the CCN case, there
was a phone between Jason Brown and Ms. Meadows in which
t hey di scussed the timng of the Conm ssion's deci sion
and Ms. Meadows took down a note that reads Jason Brown
fromGBE called. They're waiting on PSC decision before
figuring out about noving the line off or |ess on ne.
So the reality is Ms. Meadows was i nforned of the
Comm ssion's process and she could have intervened and
partici pated when the route was still subject to
eval uation by the Comm ssion. |In fact, nunerous
I ndi vidual | andowners did intervene and participate in
t he CCN case.

Addi tionally, two | andowner associ ations

I ntervened and participated in the CCN case, as did the
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Farm Bureau. M. Meadows coul d have contacted any of

t hese groups for nore information or to represent her
concerns during the CCN proceeding even w thout herself
I nt erveni ng.

The participation by these individual
| andowners and | andowner groups denonstrate there was no
effort by Gain Belt Express to prevent |andowners from
contacting the Conm ssion or participating in the route
approval process. But rather than intervene and
participate at the appropriate point in time, M.
Meadows filed an untinely collateral attack on the CCN
Order which has led us to where we are today.

This conpl ai nt process began over a year ago
when Ms. Meadows submtted an informal conplaint. That
was in July of 2024. Three nonths later she filed her
formal conplaint. Since that tinme, many hundreds, if
not thousands of hours, have been spent addressing
dozens of pleadings. There's 85 docket entries in this
case. Responding to dozens of data requests and
preparing for this hearing.

W maintain that Ms. Meadows failed to neet
the threshold requirenents of the Conm ssion's conplaint
statute and despite the Conm ssion's conm tnent that
this proceeding would not turn into a collateral attack

on the CCN Order a collateral attack is exactly what we
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have.

It's an unfortunate use of resources that
coul d have been spent on permtting easenent
acqui sition, final engineering and i ndeed conmuni cati on
wi th other | andowners. These are all inportant devel op
activities that have been del ayed. Avoiding this
i nefficient use of resources going forward is inportant
not only for Grain Belt Express but for all
infrastructure projects in the state.

| f the Comm ssion's CCN Orders cannot be
relied upon as final, the tine and cost to construct
critical infrastructure in this state will materially
I ncrease and the public interest wll suffer as a
result.

In sunmary, Ms. Meadows has not satisfied her
burden to present any evidence in support of her
original or her additional allegations.

The Commi ssion staff has filed two reports in
this case both concluding that Grain Belt Express has
not violated any tariff, rule, statute or Comm ssion
order. Staff's position statenent filed at the end of
| ast week states based on staff's review of information
provided by Grain Belt and Cheri Meadows, staff did not
identify any violations by Gain Belt of any applicable

statutes, Conmm ssion rules, regulations, Comm ssion
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orders or Conmmi ssion decisions arising fromthe
all egations in this conplaint.

Staff's position statenent al so stated because
staff found no violations, staff is of the opinion that
no relief is appropriate in this case. The Ofice of
Publ i c Counsel has al so not alleged any violations or
proposed any relief. Because Ms. Meadows as the
conpl ai nant has the burden to present substanti al
conpet ent evi dence and she has not done so, Gain Belt
Express is under no |l egal obligation to present its own
evi dence.

Nevert hel ess, we are prepared to present three
witnesses in this case. So | will just read them out
| oud. Aaron Wiite, Senior Director of Transm ssion
Engi neering, who will address transm ssion |ine design
and safety as | referenced in ny opening statenent.
Jason Brown, Director of Local and Community Affairs,
who wi Il address his comuni cations with Ms. Meadows.
And Kevin Chandler, Senior Director of Transm ssion
Public Affairs, who wll|l address the routing process and
publ i ¢ outreach.

Gain Belt Express's participation in this
case and presentation of wtnesses is further
denonstration of the conpany's transparency and good

faith effort to provide information to | andowners and
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t he Comm ssion consistent wwth its practice before,
during and after the CCN proceedi ng and t hroughout the
easenent acquisition process. That concludes ny opening
statenment. |'m happy to stand for any questions.

JUDGE PRRDA@ N:. M. Schulte, thank you. Let
me see if we have any bench questions. Anything from
t he bench? Hearing nothing. M. Schulte, could I
trouble you to give the Comm ssion both hard copies of
your opening statenment and also if you can file that
into EFIS, you know, when it's reasonably practicable
for you.

MR. SCHULTE: O the presentation itself?

JUDCGE PRIDAE N Correct.

MR. SCHULTE: Yes.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Thank you

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you, Judge. Thank you,
Conmm ssi oners.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you very nuch. Any
openi ng statenent fromstaff? M. Hansen, when you're
ready.

M5. HANSEN: Yes, thank you. Good norning and
may it please the Comm ssion. M nane is Andrea Hansen,
and I'mrepresenting Comm ssion staff. Staff's function
in this case is not torelitigate, to relitigate the

facts of previous CCN cases involving Gain Belt and the
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Ti ger Connector, nor is staff's function to take sides
with the other parties to this case.

Staff's function in this case is to conduct an
I nvesti gati on based upon Ms. Meadows' conpl aint and
determ ne whether or not Gain Belt violated any
appl i cabl e statutes, tariffs, Comm ssion rules,
regul ati ons, Conm ssion orders or Conmm ssion deci sions
that arise from M. Meadows' allegations. In conducting
its investigation, staff considered all of the
i nformation provided by Ms. Meadows, as well as Gain
Belt, and analyzed this information in light of the
conditions and protocols in the report and order that
was issued in the Tiger Connector case, the Tiger
Connector CCN case, which is EA-2023-0017 which M.
Schulte referred to in his opening statenent.

Thi s approach that we used was in line with
staff's role at the PSC. 1In conducting its thorough
I nvestigation, staff not only reviewed information
provi ded by both parties, it also submtted data
requests, attended a deposition and revi ewed applicable
rules and laws. Staff's investigation, its analysis and
its findings are nenorialized in the Staff Report and
t he Suppl enental Staff Report. These were filed in EFIS
on January 17, 2025 and June 12, 2025, respectively.

In both the Staff Report and the Suppl enent al
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Staf f Report, staff concluded that Gain Belt has not
commtted any violations. Staff's position remains that
t here have not been any violations on the part of Gain
Belt. Because staff has found no violation by Gain
Belt, staff does not believe that relief is appropriate
in this case.

Staff is here today to provi de expl anati ons
and clarity regarding its Report and Suppl enent al
Report. Both the Staff Report and the Suppl enent al
Staff Report will be offered into evidence by staff.

M. Al an Bax, Associate Engineer with staff,
contributed to the safety portion of the Staff Report
and he is here today to testify on that issue. He wll
testify that staff did not find a safety violation on
the part of Grain Belt. M. Coty King, Senior
Conpl i ance Anal yst, conducted the majority of the
I nvestigation and wote the nmajority of the
above-nentioned reports. M. King is here to testify on
the remaining issues covered in the Staff Report and the
Suppl enental Staff Report. He will testify that he al so
found no viol ations.

| am happy to answer any questions that you
may have or to direct you to the individual that can
answer those questions. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: M. Hansen, thank you. Any
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bench questions for staff? Hearing none. Thank you,
Ms. Hansen.

Any opening from public counsel? M. Poston,
when you' re ready.

MR. POSTON: If it please the Conm ssion.
Good norning. Marc Poston, Public Counsel, here on
behal f of the public. You may ask what interest does
the public have in a conplaint filed by one | andowner
trying to reroute a transmssion line to avoid her
property. W have not taken a position on the issue of
whether Grain Belt violated a statute, rule, tariff or
order. W may take a position once the record is
establ i shed follow ng this hearing.

But nostly |I'mhere for the process to help
t he Comm ssion recognize it has the authority to find in
favor of either Ms. Meadows or Grain Belt. And perhaps
you al ready recogni ze that you have that authority or we
woul dn't be here today hearing this case.

| don't believe the public generally wll be
| npacted one way or another if this line is built over
Ms. Meadows' property or noved slightly to the south as
she's requested. But | believe the public will be
| npacted if you conclude you don't have the authority to
order Grain Belt to do sonething different than what it

currently plans to do.
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My intention is to nake clear in ny
post-hearing brief the authority that you do have in
this conplaint case. |If the facts brought out during
this hearing support a conclusion that Gain Belt did
not follow the CCN conditions involving avoi di ng
residences or mnimzing |land i npacts, you have the
authority to order themto foll ow those conditions as
you interpret them Even if you conclude the CCN O der
was not violated, you still have the statutory authority
to determne it would be unreasonable for Grain Belt to
not do better to avoid Ms. Meadows' property.

If you've read Ms. Meadows' filings in this
case, you're probably as inpressed as | amwth her
ability to wite |egal pleadings that read |ike they
were witten by a seasoned attorney. Don't be fooled.
She's not an attorney and all of this is new to her.

The conpany has every advantage over her in
terns of | egal experience, ability to hire a big team of
attorneys, a know edge of this process, know edge of the
CCN process, and they're the only entity that knows why
they routed it the way they did and all the reasons why
they didn't avoid her property. And if you followed M.
Meadows' discovery battles in this case, you' ve seen her
just trying to understand the conpany's rationale in

routing over her property as opposed to the open land to
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the south that is away from residences.

To the south of her small strip of land is a
| arge open cow pasture where she has argued it would
make nore sense to route the line to avoid residences
and inpacts to land. Last nonth | visited the property
and Ms. Meadows showed ne where the line is routed to
cross her property. She's done an anmazing job buil ding
her honme. It |looks like a well-grooned park. Cearly
she appreciates and cherishes her |and and has done so
for a long tine.

So | only ask that you |isten to what she has
to say and put yourselves in her shoes as you consi der
what to do with this conplaint. |If you do agree with
her that it would be better to avoid residences and | and
| npact to reroute the line to her south, | ask that
before you order Gain Belt to do so that you order them
or your staff to contact the |landowner to the south and
give them an opportunity to address this. They may have
equal Iy good reasons to avoid their property or they nay
wel cone the paynents that they woul d receive for having
the line cross their property.

The point is that | andowner should be apprised
of any changes that would inpact their property and they
shoul d be given an opportunity to either oppose or

support that before an ultimte decision is nade.
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Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: M. Poston, thank you. Bench
questi ons?

CHAI R HAHN:  Yeah, procedural.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Chair Hahn.

CHAI R HAHN:  On your recommendation, clearly
we'll go through the hearing today and figure out what's
best, but help ne understand if the Conmm ssion
potentially at the end of the hearing did think that the
| i ne should be potentially rerouted that may i npact
anot her | andowner, procedurally how would that work with
t he new i npacted | andowner's due process in deciding
this case? Wat's the procedure on that?

MR POSTON: | don't think there is an
est abl i shed procedure for that kind of thing, but I
t hi nk you could put a decision on hold until that
| andowner has been brought in and given an opportunity
to weigh in on this. That's what | would propose be
done.

CHAI R HAHN:  Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Any further questions?
Comm ssi oner Col enman.

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you. M. Poston,
Chair Hahn hit on part of ny question. M second part

woul d be you don't deny that if there was the scenario
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that | andowners further south were inpacted by this that
we coul d have this scenario created over and over and
over again with those | andowners com ng before us with
requests for their land that's being possibly inpacted
to conme before us and say hey, hold up, we'd like to
debate this question also. Couldn't this be a catch 227

MR. POSTON. If they were to oppose it and the
Comm ssion would then want to keep nmoving the |ine
further and further, yeah, | could see that. But |
mean, it could be that that | andowner does not oppose
It; that they woul d wel cone the paynents that they would
get fromit.

COMM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Ckay. Thank you.

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N. Conmm ssioner, thank you. Any
further bench questions for M. Poston? M. Poston,

t hank you.

Anyt hing further before we proceed to
evi dence? M. Meadows.

M5. MEADOWAS: | apologize. | didn't know |
was supposed to ask if anyone had any questions of ne up
there. D d anyone have any questions? Do | have to go
back up there and ask?

JUDGE PRIDA@N: | think you' re fine. Thank
you. | appreciate it. Conm ssioner, certainly.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Ms. Meadows,
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M. Schulte stated that you've had anple opportunity to
be aware of the process and of the neetings. Wre you
I n attendance at that first public neeting where he
stated that poster boards and handouts were provided to
those in attendance? Wre you at that first neeting?

M5. MEADOAS: |s that the July 2022 neeting
he's tal king about ?

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN: | do believe it was in
2022.

M5. MEADOWS: If that was the first public, |
wasn't aware of several of them So that's the only one
that | went to that I was aware of. | know you guys
went to Mexico and | don't know if you had any nore.

But that was the only one | was aware of so | went.
Every tine that | knew there was a neeting or sonething
| was there because ny stance on this fromthe very
first time | learned this thing was goi ng across ny | and
was no, no, no, no and | have not waivered. So if |'ve
ever been given an opportunity to go and conplain or ask
what, why, |'ve taken it. So if you are referring to
the July 22 one, | did go. | just |ooked at the maps on
the tabl e because | didn't know where on nmy property it
was actually going to be. So | was just interested in,
you know, |I'ma 400 w de at the w dest point piece of

property on a half mle stretch of road with no ot her
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houses, no other anything. So | was baffled as to how
they couldn't avoid ny | and.

COMM SSI ONER COLEMAN: So whether it was the
first neeting or not, you have seen this information,
you did receive or --

M5. MEADOAS: | don't believe | saw that.

COMM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  And that hasn't been

i ntroduced really yet so I'mnot sure what that is. So

we'll get to that at sone tine.
M5. MEADOAS: | just saw maps of the county,
yeah, the county of the line going through. | don't

believe it was that.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you. Thank you,
Judge.

JUDCGE PRIDA N:. Certainly. Any further
guestions before we proceed to evidence? M. Madows,
you wish to testify today; is that correct?

M5. MEADOAS: | absolutely do.

JUDGE PRIDAN: I'll ask you to raise your
right hand to be sworn, please. Do you swear the
evi dence you're about to give will be the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth so help you God?

M5. MEADOWS: | do.

JUDGE PRIDA N.  Very good. Thank you. M.

Meadows, this is your opportunity to testify before the
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Comm ssion. Since you're representing yourself, | wll
| eave it to you if you'd rather take the w tness stand
here or stay where you are. Either way is fine as |ong
as you're speaking into a mcrophone. And this is your
opportunity to tell the Conm ssion what you want themto
hear .

CHERI NMEADOWS,

havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

M5. MEADOWS: Okay. | think I'"mjust going to
start with a picture is worth a thousand words. | think
I"'mgoing to start with the exhibit. It's Exhibit 26.

How do | distribute these? Do | just stand up and start

handi ng?

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N. Yes, ma'am |If you have
copies, if you'll please start giving those out. Thank
you.

M5. CALLENBACH:  Judge, excuse ne. My | ask
a question?

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Certainly.

MS. CALLENBACH: Wen we received Ms. Meadows'
exhibit lists, there are 25 exhibits on this list. Can
Ms. Meadows pl ease explain what 26 is?

M5. MEADOWAS: | can't do two things at once.
Can you give ne just a second? So |I'll give the

Comm ssioners a chance just to ook at that. What that
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basically is is | have a drone because |I'm an ani ma
rescuer. People think they can just drive out in the
country and dunp their animals out. | take themin. |
currently have nine. And sonetinmes when | bring themin
of f the road where they've been dunped, they get
confused because they were just dunped and so they do
make it back to the road. So | have a drone so that |
can -- I'"'ma quarter of a mle back off the road. So |
can't see the road fromny house. | have a drone that |
can go and nake sure they're not on the road or they're
not anywhere around chasing cattle or whatever.

So that's the picture that | shot of what it
| ooks I'i ke around ny property. Now, if Brian would be
so kind to play the video that | shot of ny house.

That's on the -- should | address themfirst?
Sorry.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. That's quite all right.
bel i eve --

M5. MEADOWAS: Wait just a second.

JUDGE PRRDA N | believe Gain Belt asked
what Exhibit 26 was, and | think that Ms. Meadows tried
to explain what Exhibit 26 was.

M5. MEADOAS: Yeah, yeah. It was an

afterthought. It's the southerly part of land. And |
think I put it onthe -- | tried to do the best | could
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here. Can you rewind, Brian? W were mssing that.

So this is standing where ny yard actually
begins. That tall tree right there was struck by
lightning. M hone is an earth contact home. The
previ ous house you see the mangled tree there. That's
still burnt fromthe house that was there years ago that
was struck by |ightning and burned.

Here | am just wal king down ny drive show ng

you how | have to nmow this drive, | have to go down and
keep all the stuff trimred off. | spend a |ot of tine
out on ny drive. |It's a quarter of a mle |long and

here's the stake, the first stake that's the north deal
easenent end. Those are all the trees between ne and
the road that will be taken out. That's ne showing it.

All the trees that will have to be bull dozed
that 1've let intentionally grow up for the wildlife and
for privacy. That's the center line mark. That's ny
existing electrical |line overhead. There's the southern
easenent. That's a 200-foot w de swath that they want
to take out. | nmeasured it. It's 200 feet. Al those
trees are going to be destroyed.

There's the opening through ny property to the
enpty pasture where no one lives and not a single tree
woul d have to conme down. Back to the center |ine and

all the trees that are in the way. That giant one right
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there that | just panned on is probably at |east 55 foot
tall back at the center line. And back at the north
edge of the road.

Al of those trees will be gone on both sides.
So as you can see, this isn't sone mnor little problem
| have with this line. |If you can't tell by this video,
that is ny only entry and exit out of ny property.

There's no other way |'mcom ng or getting off ny

property except that drive. |If their line should ever
fall, and they do. 1've found 14 cases of them of
lines falling. If that Iine should ever fall, "Il
probably die. It will take ny other electric |ine down.

| called ny county electric cooperative and |
asked them what woul d happen if their high powered |ine
fell on ny line comng to nmy house. He said well, we
don't really know. Nothing could happen or your house
coul d burn down.

M5. CALLENBACH. Judge, we're going to object
to that. That's all hearsay. That gentleman is not
here to be cross-examned on that statenment. That is
sinmply Ms. Meadows' recollection of that statenent and
we' d object as to hearsay.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you. bjectionis
overruled. M. Meadows, you can conti nue.

M5. MEADOWS: | actually -- They have a copy
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of the note | wote on ny notepad and | can share that
wi th anyone. But in any case, and | was |ike well, that
doesn't really work out well for nme because | live in an
earth contact hone. And what that neans is if you saw
at the beginning, ny house sits really low. It's
basically built into the ground. So three sides are
concrete and the front has cedar siding on it, which
it's actual cedar siding wood which burns very hot and
qui ck. And everything | own is in that house. | don't
have a shed. So | have ny car, ny |lawn nower, ny four
wheeler, all ny tools. Everything |I own plus ny animals
are in that house. |I'ma 100 percent electric on a well
resi dence.

So if I don't have electricity, | don't have
water. If that line should fall and God forbid start a
fire, I would have no water to put it out and nobody
could come down ny drive and help ne put it out. And I
woul d probably die trying to save ny animals or ny car
or sonething. And | don't think that that is asking too
much that | not be put in a position where I could die
because they don't want to nove this line a few hundred
feet south where there's no risk, no risk of fire to
anybody or death or anything. For sone reason, they're
convinced that it's too nuch trouble or sonething. |

don't know. |'ve actually requested several ways of

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 40

trying to get the information to figure out why they
chose ny | and.

They said they tried to avoi d residences,
which that was in nmy formal conplaint. [I'mlike how
could you try. How could you even say that when |I'mthe
only house on a one-mle stretch of road and you
couldn't avoid ne. M property is not 1,000 acres.

It's 20 acres and it's 400 foot w de at the w dest
point. And then where nmy house sits it's like 275. So
it's a very long strip of land and it's bl ocked by a
crop field you saw at the begi nning, soybean field on
one side and pasture and fence on the other side.

So there's no driving out of there. You can't
even wal k through a crop field when it's wet. | don't
know i f you' ve ever tried. | don't recommend it but you
can't. And you definitely can't drive. And the way the
line is comng across, even if | could get out w thout
hitting sonmething, | would be concerned that I woul d get
stuck out there and then ny situation would only be
worse if anyone did make it to my house. | haven't been
able to find out howlong it would even take to get the
line repaired. So at |east ny |local cooperative, if
anyt hing should go wong, ny |ocal cooperative, they're
| ocal, they'll be here in an hour or two and they'l|

have nme back up and runni ng.
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In this case they wouldn't be able to do
anything until Gain Belt gets their stuff taken care
of, and Grain Belt hasn't been able to tell ne -- the
way | understand it fromwhat | read, they don't even
have to tell, they don't have to tell you how long it
will take until right before they flip the switch to
turnit on. If I'"mincorrect, soneone can correct ne on
that. That's not very conforting when I'msitting there
wondering if nmy house could burn down for the next 40 to
50 years because that is howlong | plan on living at
that place. This is ny long-termhone and they're
comng in and they're ruining it and they don't need to.
Al'l they have to do is nove this Iine south of ne.

And fromthe day one |I've tried to find out.
| asked repeatedly why did you guys target ny land. |
don't know. That was always the answer. | don't know.
And so |I've continued to work with themthinking I'1l]
bring themout to ny house. By the way, all of you
Comm ssioners are invited to ny house. [|f you think
that I am bendi ng, weavi ng, wobbling any of this
i nformation to nake nyself | ook better or worse or
sadder or whatever, you can cone see for yourself.

| tried to put it in a video and pictures; but

I f you want to see yourself, the door is open. | have
nothing to hide in any of this. |'mnot playing any
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ganmes or whatever. | genuinely believed that you guys
approved the route but they could nove the line a little
bit because it seens odd to ne that they're 100 m | es,
or however many mles it is, 40 mles and then the 800
m | es when they don't have any | eeway when they run
across circunstances |like this.

Another thing I'd like to point out is | asked
-- they clained, they clained, that they did wind shield
surveys and recon trips. They literally drove around
and | ooked at this property. | have trouble believing
that they drove down ny road and were |ike enpty
pasture, crops, nothing, lots of woods with a house,
that's it, that's what we need to do, because nobody
woul d drive down there and think that that was a better
I dea to put a high powered transmission line through the
only house on that whole stretch of road. But they did
it. But they can't tell nme why.

| have ny assunptions. |'mnot going to get
into those. | did notice that during the opening
testinony there Andrew made the coment about ag | and.
So it seens to be like I'"'ma collateral damage because |
don't farmor have |livestock or sonething on ny | and.

And that's not fair.

And | feel like all this is em nent donain
abuse because they can literally take ny land. | can
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sit here and say but your line could fall and it could
kill me. It could prevent nme fromgetting out or rescue
services fromgetting in and we don't even know how

| ong. That should count. That should nean sonething to
sonebody. The people building the line, don't they have
a breach of duty to nmake sure their line doesn't

j eopardi ze soneone's health and |ife and property. |
mean, | coul d see nobody around ne wants the |ine, but |
don't know that anyone else is dealing with a situation
like mne where it could literally kill them

This isn't me oh, | don't want to look at it.

|"'mnot even sure if | can see it fromny house. |
don't even care. | even told themif you nust run it on
me, run it north of ny house. There's no drive.
There's no power lines. There's nothing. So | won't
have to spend the next 40 or 50 years worryi ng about
this [ine ever falling or an ice stormor tornado or
anyt hi ng.

That actually leads ne to sone of ny
additional exhibits. On Easter of this year, this is
22. So what this is is over Easter there were two
tornados wthin about 20 mles of nmy house. One to the
north and one to the south. And the one was an E2.

When | was at the public house neeting, | brought up ny

concern about this line being across ny property. And |
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was told well, it will take an E5 tornado to bring it
down. Maybe. | don't know. Do | trust that? No,
because when | | ooked up power lines falling, | found

sonetinmes they fall for no reason other than just wear
and tear or they don't even know. So these lines do
fall fromjust wear and tear.

And one of the reasons that -- One of the
t hings that can cause lines to fall is ice, tornados,
stornms, lightning, wnd. And if you ook at that first
picture that | gave you of the drone pic, you see it's
wi de open there. The winds in Mssouri are the average
wi nd speed in nmy area is around 18 mles an hour and
they're southerly winds. So what that nmeans is the w nd
I's blowi ng basically down ny driveway because it's |like
a corridor. The wind is blowng dow ny drive. It is
bl owm ng along ny current electric Iine. They're
proposing putting theirs, it's going to be a crossw nd
and 1'mgoing to have Brian play the short video, Brian.

M5. CALLENBACH: Judge, while Brian is pulling
that up, we're going to object to this also as to
rel evance and hearsay, and Ms. Meadows is not an expert
i n nmeteorol ogy or wind speeds.

M5. MEADOWAS: | have the printout. | just
didn't make enough copies for everyone, but | can emil

It.
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M5. CALLENBACH. A printout of what?

M5. MEADOA5S: O the wind speeds. | think
it's Mssouri Ag.

M5. CALLENBACH. Right. W would object to
that as hearsay as well. That's internet research.

M5. MEADOWS: It's fromthe MJ Extension
Ofice.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Thank you. Qbjection is
overrul ed. M. Meadows, you can conti nue.

MS. MEADOWN5S: So | have a video that if Brian

could play. It just shows -- It's basically just a
typical walk down ny drive. |If you can pay attention,
this was in, | believe this was in May. That's the w nd

and see howit's whipping the top of the trees and al so
ny line. It's coming from-- this lineis comng --
this wwnd is comng fromthe south and it's noving ny
lines around. | can't inmagi ne what those |ines would
| ook like on Grain Belt's towers or whatever it's going
to be wwth wnd com ng across themvertically.

And | think the volunme is off but it's very
| oud. And that was another issue | had is it's already
pretty rough wal ki ng down that drive. | walk ny aninmals
every single day down that drive. | have to now ny yard
and drive about once a week and then three or four tines

during the summer | have to go in and | have to trim
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everything back. | spend a considerabl e anount of tine
on that driveway.

It has to be graded, weed eated, nowed, | have
to bring inrock. This isn't just a part of ny |and
that | never use. This is a vital part of ny |and that
| use every single day. If | want to get to ny nmail box,
| have to wal k under this |ine.

And so |I'm concerned with them opening up 200
feet. 1It's going to be southeast to northwest. And in
the winter, that's the direction the wind nornmally cones
out of and I would be protected. |If | have 200 foot of
my 400 foot wide |and taken out of that, it's going to
be so wwndy | may not even be able to use ny |and any
nore because it's cold, it's windy, it's horrible. It's
bad enough the way it is, but they're going to nake it
WOor se.

And then that constant wi nd across the |ine,
that concerns ne. That's wear and tear. And how | ong
-- | nean, Gain Belt is building this for a profit. So
obviously they want to nmake noney. Are they going to

ski np on the mai ntenance? Are they going to really

care? | don't know. | don't want to ganble. | don't
want to ganble ny life with that. | spend a lot of tine
on this drive. Again, |I'mnot soneone who's just

sitting | ooking out the back window at the line in the
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di stance nmad and ready to fight. | literally am going
to have to be underneath this line bare. That didn't
sound right. I'mjust not going to be in like a car or
a tractor or sonething. |It's just going to be ne
getting all the magnetics and all the stuff while
hol di ng nmetal equi pnent or riding a | awm nower or
whatever. And | understand, |'ve never been around one,
| understand they're noisy. They have corona noise. So
t hat means ny peaceful, quiet little sanctuary out there
I s suddenly going to have a buzzing Iine over it which
will be difficult if I have a lost animal that |'m

trying to locate and it's anywhere near that and | don't

even know if I'Il able to fly ny drone around it. WII
ny driveway alarnms work? | know ny cell phone coverage
Is already very low which | have that. | was told by

Gain Belt that basically you guys woul dn't care because
It wasn't your jurisdiction, but | did want to show you
how poor ny cell reception is at ny house and al so
exactly where this line is going to be.

| nean, it's just a rural area. You can't
tell in any of the videos but how ny land lays is you
conme in off the road, you go down, you cone up. It
| evel s out. Wen you get to ny house part, it goes back
in avalley. So basically ny house is back in a valley

under gr ound.
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So any cell coverage | had to work to find the
one that did. Any cell coverage doesn't even work that
great there. And | was just curious what it works on,
where the line is. Normally | don't take ny phone with
me because | want ny animals and nyself to have a break
fromany electromatic stuff. So | generally don't take
ny phone. On this particular day | did take ny phone.
And | tested to see what the reception was.

Now, why this matter is because | was com ng
hone one day and there was a truck com ng down ny drive
and | have ny drive posted no outlet, private property,
no trespassing, no soliciting, no. And this truck was
-- SW was conming out. | saw him | pulled kind of off
to the side because the drive is too narrow for nore
t han one person to get through. So | kind of pulled
over so he could stop and tell ne why he was down ny
drive. And | pulled over and | rolled ny w ndow down.
He |like gunned it and left. And | was |like whoa, that's
bad, | hope he didn't just steal sonething or hurt
sonmet hing at nmy house or whatever. | raced down to ny
house and checked. Thank goodness not hi ng was har ned.
It was scary.

Anyway, so |'ve decided the next tinme I'm
com ng down ny drive and soneone else is comng fromny

house I'mgoing to | eave ny car parked right in the
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m ddl e of the drive and I"'mgoing to call the sheriff
and we'll sort it out that way. |'mnot going to try to
be nice like I was then. But | have to have cel
reception for that. And this is Exhibit No. 2 of ny
cell phone in ny house and also out on the |line. And
for your all's information --

M5. CALLENBACH: Judge, we're going to renew
our objection to this as to relevance, hearsay. |'m
tal king about Exhibit 22 before she passes out another
exhibit. Object as to rel evance, hearsay, |ack of
foundation. M. Meadows is not an engi neer, not a
net eorol ogist. W object to both the docunent and her
opi nion testinony regardi ng the docunent.

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N. Thank you. Cbjection is
overrul ed.

M5. MEADOWNS: (kay. So these are ny cell
rati ngs on ny phone from --

M5. CALLENBACH. Can we get a copy of that,
pl ease?

M5. MEADOWS: Well, I'mgoing to hand it out
in a second. |I'mexplaining it first. Anyway, it tells
you what it is and then there's two charts and |
intentionally put two charts on here so you guys didn't
think that | just picked the one that |ooked worse.

M5. CALLENBACH. Judge, can we pl ease ask for
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a copy of this so we can follow along wth Ms. Meadows'
expl anati on.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:. That will be fine. Thank you.

M5. CALLENBACH. Thank you. Can we just
clarify did you say this is Exhibit No. 27?

M5. MEADOWS:  Yes.

M5. CALLENBACH. Ckay. Thank you.

M5. MEADOAS: So as you can see, |'ve tried to
| abel everything the best. | have poor cell phone
signal. Maybe another carrier could help ne out but why
do | have to go through all that trouble and hope there
I's another carrier out there that can give ne cell
coverage if their line causes ne to not have cel
coverage. | don't have a whole | ot of options.

Just another quick story. | was wal king up
the drive |ast week to get ny mail and there was a car
parked at the end of the drive. | walked by the guy and
got it and cane back by. He apol ogi zed profusely. He's

like I"'msorry, | just was finally getting cell phone
coverage. | didn't ask himanything. | was |ike fine,
because it nmakes sense. It's kind of a tough area.

That's another thing that | have brought up is
a concern. |I'ma single woman and |'m not confortable
being out there with no other nmeans of communi cati on

except a cell phone. And I assune maybe if the line

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 51

went down it would start working but if it didn't |
woul dn't really want to chance it.

M5. CALLENBACH  Judge, we're going to object
to Exhibit 2 as to relevance and also as to her opinion
testinony regardi ng her cell phone coverage.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you. That objection is
overrul ed. You may continue. Thank you.

M5. MEADOWS: Anot her issue | have is during
one of the data requests, which I'I|l get to that in a
m nute, staff asked about why they couldn't reroute the
| ine and one of their reasons or excuses or whatever was
that it would put it too near a pond. Now, | assune the
reason they don't to be too near a pond is because pond
and electricity don't mx, but yet they seemto have no
problemputting it on ny |land where | have water sitting
in the ditches regularly and | also have a giant cul vert
at the end of ny drive where this |line is going to be
crossing that holds water. So | don't quite understand
how that's not a problemwhen a little maybe one acre
pond is, but |I also have proof of that and this is
Exhi bit No. 1.

JUDGE PRRDG@N. And | think this is the
closest I'mgoing to get to a natural break. The tine
Is alnmost 10:45. The Conm ssion needs to hold its

weekly agenda neeting in this roomat 11:00. So we're
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going to need to take a recess and I will talk to the
Commi ssioners here briefly and give you an i dea when we
wll resune. |s there anything el se anybody needs to
take up on the record before we go off the record? M.
Meadows.

M5. MEADOWS: Can | just, while we're all
still onthis, can | just say in the top |left-hand
corner it's kind of hard to see but basically at 12:00,
that is the center |line stake of where this line is
going to be that's above where the water is sitting in
t he ditch.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you

MS. MEADOWS: It's hard to tell but it is
t here.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Anything el se we need to take
up before we go off the record? Al right. W wll
resune the hearing later today. 1'Il give you an idea
when here in just a few nonents but we are off the
record.

(O f the record.)

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Good norning. W are back on
the record in Case No. EC 2025-0136. Just a little bit
of housekeepi ng before Ms. Meadows continues her
testinony. We wll take a |unch break around noon for

about an hour and then resunme this afternoon. | believe
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this is only set for today and so as the afternoon
progresses we'll see how far we get along. If we need
to stay |late or go another day or whatever, we wll
worry about that this afternoon. Just planting a

t hought in your head to plan one way or another to get
this hearing done.

Anyt hi ng from anyone before Ms. Meadows

resunes her testinony? M. Meadows, ['ll rem nd you
you're still under oath and you may conti nue when you're
ready.

M5. MEADOWS: Thank you. Ckay. So continuing
on wwth this line and the concerns, | did want to print
out -- hand out, sorry, Exhibit 7, the potential risks
to ny property. So | guess | needed to get closer. |Is
t hat okay?

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  If you just could try to speak
up a little bit into the m crophone, that will be great.
Thank you.

M5. MEADOWS: (Ckay. So basically if you read
this, No. 7, you can see | go over all the high voltage
power |ines that have fallen and where it's found.
Honestly | didn't want to print out any nore than | had
in all this because it's ironic I'mtrying to save ny
trees and | printed out approximately 1,000 pieces of

paper here. Hopefully that's okay with the
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Comm ssioners that you can |look in the previous, because

| think it's referenced in some of the other stuff on

some of the stuff that |'mgoing over. Not necessarily

this but in sone of the other stuff that | didn't print.
And | have other stuff that's going to go

along with this as far as the falling. | have sone
stuff on the EMF that I'll hand out in a mnute. The
chemcal thing. | don't put any chemcals on ny aninmals

of any kind. They're healthy. So they don't have
fleas, they barely get ticks. | now ny drive so that
It's short. W don't have a problem And |I'm not
subjecting ny animals to toxic chemcals. So | use
salt.

Qoviously | don't use it down ny drive because
it's costly, but I nowit instead. | am concerned that
they're going to have to spray, | don't know what they
spray, sonething toxic |I'msure, on that 200-foot w de
portion on ny land to keep it fromgrow ng up. Now,
back and forth during the replies, and that's kind of
what I'mreferring to here, they were going back and
forth that they would only spray organic stuff. Then
they said well, if you sign an easenent, we won't spray
anything or sonething to that effect. It was basically
like if you sign an easenent, then we won't poison you

or your pets. And so | don't know that | trust anybody
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whether it's Grain Belt or if they were to ever sell it
to Anreren or soneone else to not spray sonething on
t hat .

| know nmy own el ectric conpany does it, but
they only have to do it's hardly nothing and this is
going to be a 200-foot wi de portion. Wen ny aninals
wal k down the drive, they tend to stay with nme. But if
they see a wide open area, they're |iable to go out
there. |1've already shown the exhibit with the water
standing. They do drink out of the ditches with the
water in it and all that. That concerns ne. | don't
want to be exposed to it. | don't want them exposed to
it. That's such a large portion of my | and.

It also takes it back if you | ook at that
original picture that I sent you of the southerly view,
that's grass. They won't have to spray anything over
there. They'll have free vegetation control. And
that's another reason why | don't understand why they
don't nove. | can only assune it has sonething to do
with cost. | would think the noney they're going to
save in not having to spray anything, not having to
bul | doze anyt hing, and even what they would have to pay
that resident, which | assune we all get paid the sane,
but whatever they pay them| don't see if they're going

to cone back and it's a cost reason they're doing all
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this. | see plenty of advantages for them not being on
me as far as saving noney and having to treat
vegetation, having to bulldoze, all that.

It seens to nme like it would maybe be easier
to access the |line over there than it would be on ne.
And | don't even know if they would need to naintain the
line since the towers are on each side of ny property.
So | don't even know how that works if they have to do
anything to just the line itself. Mybe they can cover
t hat .

But also on this that |'ve already covered
with the cell phone, ny wireless driveway alarm It's
al ways nice to know before sonmeone pulls up in front of
your house when you're at the end of the house in your
towel and you have wi ndows all across the front that
soneone is comng. M current dog is polite and doesn't
bark at peopl e.

So | don't want ny driveway alarmto not be
working fromthis. It will be a serious or a
potentially serious issue if | don't have an alert that
sonmeone is comng to ny house or is parked down there
doi ng sonet hi ng.

One of the reasons | wanted a wireless alarm
I s because on several occasions people have used ny

drive as just a place to cone park, eat their fast food
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or whatever and then throw their trash out and | eave.
Then ny dogs find the chicken bones or whatever on our
wal ks. And they get to them before ne and they get into
themand eat them | don't know if you guys know but
cooked chicken bones are very hazardous to dogs. So
having the driveway alarmlet ne know if soneone is
nmessi ng around down there, | can go stop them or cal

the police and get themarrested for trespassing or just
give thema good what for. But in any case, that's why
that is on this l[ist of why it is inportant. It's not
just sone reason |'mnmaking up. | have legitimte
concerns about all this.

The big one is it will block ny driveway. |
don't want ny driveway blocked. If |I want to stay hone
and not |eave for two weeks, fine, but I don't want sone
line that could kill nme across ny drive that prevents ne
fromever |eaving. Especially because I'll tell you
right now if anything ever happened to soneone in ny
househol d and we needed energency care, | would drive
over any line that's between nme and a hospital to get
themcare. That's the truth. And hopefully we don't
ever have to test that. | will. [I'mnot going to sit
there and | et soneone in ny famly or friend or one of
nmy animals die because of a stupid Iine on the ground

t hat shouldn't have never been there to begin with. |If
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| do die, then I'lIl conme back as a really nmad ghost, and
al so there probably woul d be a substantial |awsuit.

Anot her thing on the topic of ny pets is |

don't want ny pets subjected to this EM~. | know in one
of their statenments they said well, we had a guy from
2016 say it's perfectly fine. WlIlIl, |I have a story here

that |"'mgoing to hand out in just a mnute that's from
2023, that says otherwi se that it does danmage your cells
in your body. |It's stuff that you can't even see to
know -- it's not |ike a sunburn that you can see that
It's happening. These are little tiny animals that are
I nnocent. And they think we're just going for a walk
and | don't want to be subjecting themto cancer and |
don't want to be subjected to it because it's bad
enough. | don't know if any of you fol ks have ever
dealt wwth it or have a famly nenber. | personally am
doi ng everything in ny power to be healthy. That

I ncl udes not have cancer or having denentia or any other
sort of health issue, because the matter of the fact is
I f you don't have your health you don't have anyt hi ng.
And | want to maintain mne. There's no one that can
tell me definitively absolutely it's been proven that
this line will not harmyou or your animals in any way.
And again it takes ne back, am| just supposed to stop

utilizing the part of ny land that | have for the past
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25 years. No. How about you just nove the |line across
the road where nobody will be inpacted. Maybe cows
occasi onal Iy but hopefully |I'm precedent over cows.

This is Exhibit No. 4.

M5. CALLENBACH: Judge, before we nove on to
anot her exhibit, Gain Belt Express objects to Exhibit
No. 7 on rel evance, hearsay, |ack of foundation grounds.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Thank you. That objection is
overrul ed.

M5. CALLENBACH. Thank you, Judge.

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N.  Ms. Meadows.

M5. CALLENBACH  Judge, and also all of her
opi nion testinony regarding Exhibit 7.

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N.  Thank you

MS. MEADOWS: This was al so one of those
articles that was -- | think it was |ike 30 sone pages
long. So if anyone wants to |look up the full thing, |
believe the information is on there up under the headi ng
or what ever.

Then al so because | told you I'mconpletely
transparent in all of this, Exhibit No. 11 is actually
me wal ki ng down, pictures of ne wal king down the drive
with nmy animals over the years.

M5. CALLENBACH  Judge, we're going to object

to Exhibit 4 also on the basis of rel evance, hearsay,
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| ack of foundati on.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you. Qbjectionis
overrul ed.

M5. CALLENBACH  Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Ms. Meadows.

M5. MEADOWAS: Thank you. | touched on the
fire hazard and the fact that I wouldn't have water, and
al so we only have volunteer fire departnents out where |
live. So basically when you call the fire departnent,
you get people who have full-tinme jobs and they just
cone try to help. | nean, maybe sone people woul d be
okay with that. [If ny house is on fire, I want soneone
who doesn't do this part tinme, if I don't have water.
And that's basically howit would be because like |I said
before, | have attached garage. It's oversize. So
everything | own is in that car -- in that house. So if
| didn't have electricity, | couldn't get the garage
door open. |'d have to run around trying to figure out
do | want to save ny aninmals, do | want to save ny
personal itens that | won't ever be able to replace, ny
car so I'mnot honel ess and carless. Wat do | do? |
nean, it would just be -- | can't even describe how
chaotic the scene would be if sonething were ever to
happen with a line and it caused a fire in ny house.

Because you can't just go to the Motel 6 with nine cats
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and dogs. And there's no way | would ever |eave themin
a burned out house. |'d be canping out there in the
yard probably wi th nothing because everything would
probably burn up. But | would not |eave them

And maybe that woul d never happen, but there's
arisk that it could. And arisk is arisk is a risk,
guys. And | don't know why | even have to say that, but
there is a risk. Nobody can tell you 100 percent this
line will be fine, it will never fall, you'll never have
afire, it wll be great. Nobody can tell ne that.

But you know what you can tell ne. |If the
line is across the road, | won't have to worry about a
single thing on this list. M land is extrenely weird
shaped. It's long and narrow. Like |I said, it's 400
foot wwde with 275 foot above that. So it's not really
good for nuch. There's no fences. | can't rent it out
for grazing or anything.

The only way | coul d possibly nmake noney off
of this land is if | subdivided it down near the road
where they would be -- whoever bought it would be far
enough away fromnme. | would still have ny privacy.

And if you | ook at the overhead picture that | showed
you basically where that is is just to the side of those
trees which would be north of those trees, because

that's like -- it's hard to tell, but it's |like the
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| east grown area in the land or on the land. So if |
ever got into a situation, | don't have kids, |'m never
going to have kids, |I'"mnever going to be married. |It's
just going to be ne. And if | ever have nedical bills
or need to hire a nurse or sonething, need the noney,
that may be ny only option is just to sell a couple
acres of ny land. And Gain Belt is going to take that
away in addition to everything else on this list. And I
think if you look at this list conpared to what everyone
el se has to give up on the Tiger Connector, | think I
stand nore to | ose than anybody. | know they keep
seeing it's a collateral attack and it's this and that,
but ny response is why did you even put it on ne to
begin wth.

I know you guys approved the line. | doubt
you guys were in the wind shield survey cars driving
around doing this. But | have a feeling that if you
drove down ny road and saw this or if you even cane to
nmy house and saw this, you would think it was insane
also. As a matter of fact, when Jason Brown cane out
with the guy fromCLS and the girl fromlInvenergy, he
told me when he got out of the car, the first thing I
said was how did you guys not avoid this place. He told
me that to ny face. | said exactly. That's what | want

to know O course, no one has ever told ne but it's so
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obvious. Marc could probably tell you. Marc cane and
saw ny house. He can appreciate how nuch tine | take to
make it this perfect little place for us.

| was not happy to recently learn that the
easenent | thought was 150 foot that they had marked off
t he survey stakes, and those were the ones you guys saw
in the video. Actually apparently Gain Belt wants 200
foot of ny property instead of the 150 foot. So | don't
know. | guess I'll find out during testinony if that iIs
an accident or what that was or just a sneaky way of
themto get nore of ny land. But | also wanted to
mention that as well. So that's on the record.

| nmentioned the wind break that it's going to
take out and the privacy. Right now | have privacy from
the gravel road. So if soneone | don't want to know or
want to know that |I'mout wal king ny animals drives by,
they only have a slight w ndow when they go by ny drive
to see if I"'mout there. |If that line is open, it's
going to open ne up to people being able to see ne or
stalk me or whatever. So that's a safety issue on ny
part that |I'm not happy to have to endure.

In their articles or their notes about routing

t he study, they tal ked about there's bald eagles in the

area. Well, | have bald eagles on ny property too.
|"ve had two parked on ny property. | possibly had
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nore, but |I've just seen two. And they said they noved
the Iine because soneone had brought up at that July
2022 neeting that there were eagles in the area.

So | have eagles. | have ows. | have bl ue
herons. | have hawks. | have a nunber of |arge birds
that could hit these lines or be killed or sonething.

So | don't understand why they noved the |ine because
soneone nentioned that back then and | nentioned it and
nobody cared. And | have nentioned it. | think I've
covered everything el se there about all the risks.
There was so many | had to wite themall down. It
wasn't just one or two.

And at this tinme | would Iike to hand out
Exhibit No. 20. And what this is is this is the map
that Gain Belt printed out of their Iine, and it also
goes to what |'ve been pointing out is that there's |and
south of ne that's perfectly wi de open and where they're
running their lineis -- fromhere fromthis nmap you
| ook at it, you're like it's not that bad, it just |ooks
| i ke grass, but | showed you in the video it's super
grown up and | have intentionally let it grow up that
way for the aninmals.

| don't allow hunting. | don't personally
hunt. Al this is open and I want the aninmals to have

coverage, a place to have their young. | have a turkey
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that comes through ny yard and goes up into those woods
and nests every single year. | have pictures of her in
ny yard and ny chi ckens have chased her away. | have so
much of this wildlife on ny land that | want to
preserve. It's not open grass. |It's not crops. It's
not anything that could be replaced or whatever. |It's
living, breathing. It's plants. It's wildlife need it
to survive. |It's what gives us oxygen, guys. So when
you see this map, this is fromGain Belt and how t hey
think this line is best run. Again, that was No. 20.

Now, if | could point out, I don't have the
nunber witten on this one. | actually don't have this
down. How do | proceed with that as an exhibit?

JUDCGE PRIDA@N.  If | recall correctly, you had
offered an Exhibit 26. If you want to offer another
exhibit, it would be No. 27.

M5. MEADOWAS: Actually this will have to be --
this will have to be -- so I'"'msorry. | don't
understand the process. |If | didn't bring enough copies
for everyone but | have one copy, can | email that to
everyone? | have it. | just don't have copies of it.
Is that permtted or how does that work?

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: The court reporter wll
eventually get all the exhibits and they wll be

submtted into our filing system our electronic filing
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system so that everybody can see themfromthere.

M5. MEADOWS: Like | have a letter here from
ny |local county conmmi ssioner that | wanted to present
and | don't know why | didn't print out copies but
apparently | didn't. But that's inportant that | want
to bring up. So we'll just make this one Exhibit 30.

VWhat this is is thisis Gain Belt's response
to staff's question about the line. And I'll just hand
it out and everyone can read what the question was and
what Grain Belt's response was. So if everyone has a
chance to see this, they wanted to know basically why
they couldn't route this away fromne. And if you | ook
at that map that | gave you previously, it just says MIC
route. It was Exhibit No. 20. If you |ook at that map
and then | can read to you while you're | ooking at the
map if you want, but it says the routing team was
constrained by the properties to the west and south of
Ms. Meadows. Immediately to the west of Ms. Meadows are
mul ti ple residences and agricul tural buildings on the
east side of County Road 232.

Now, when they say "imediately," | think of
50 feet next door. Wat they nean is a half a mle down
the road. These people's houses all face west to the
gravel road. So the worst they would have by that Iine

is if they | ooked out their back w ndow over their cow
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pasture, the line would be a little bit closer to them
This is going to go on the record. | would take | ooking
out my window at a transmssion line in nmy cow pasture
however many feet away over being over ny drive and
potentially killing nme any day of the week. If you ask
ny nei ghbors how they felt about that, the |ine could
maybe be noved a little bit closer to themso that it
doesn't burn Cheri Meadows' house down and kill her, I'm
pretty sure |'ve been a good enough nei ghbor over the
years putting their cows back in for them when they get
out or whatever, |I'mpretty sure they woul d probably be
okay with that line being just a little bit closer to
themif it nmeant it wasn't going to harm ne.

And then they also said, the last line, it
woul d potentially put the line closer than it's
preferred to a pond on that | andowner's property. |If
you | ook at the pond they're tal king about and | showed
it in that drone footage, it's a teeny tiny little pond.
The pond right there by ny house is half an acre.

Theirs is maybe twice as big as mne. There's is about
an acre or so. So it concerns ne that Gain Belt is
concerned about noving the |line because of a little
pond. That's scarier to themor that's a bigger fear of
nmoving this line than possibly destroying nmy property,

burning my house down, poisoning nme and nmy animals with
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the EMF and chem cal s and destroying a huge chunk of ny
| and.

So | don't knowif they don't have their
priorities right or what, but |'ve also showed that |
have water on ny |and too and they've had no probl em
with it. So maybe that's a sign if they can't go around
alittle pond, maybe their robust routing survey wasn't
as robust as they claim

That leads nme to ny last exhibit, No. 3. Wat
this isis this is the routing map that |'ve nade the
poster board of, because | really wanted everyone to
see. Now I'll need to stand up there and talk so you
guys can see it because obviously this map is tiny. How
woul d you prefer | do that?

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  You can use that podi um
m crophone. Thank you.

M5. MEADOWNS. kay. So if everyone has a
chance to |l ook at their maps, | amgoing to point on
this map right here where ny property is in relation to
that map and the line. kay. You guys or they chose
route, Schedule Route B here. So |I'mthe first house
when they cone up on that outer line to the right -- you
guys can't see. Wen you cone up that route and it
makes that right, that's my property right there. You

can see the line is literally right beside it.
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And then you go on up and you | ook and you see
all these little ins and outs and arounds and little
hi ccupy things and all kinds of things. So it seens to
me if they really wanted to, if they really were
responsi bl e and conscientious and cared about ny safety
and all this, they could make a little |oopty-1o00 thing
| i ke they' ve done other places on this nmay and just get
the ine away fromnme. |'mnot asking themto reroute
it to the nmoon or reroute the whole thing. Just please
don't destroy ny land and possibly kill me. That's all
| want .

But |ike | said, when you guys approved this
line, I"'msure you didn't ride around with them and see
what they were doing and see how cl ose they were com ng
to anyone's houses and the nagnitude of inpact they
woul d have. | would venture to say there are very,
very, very few, if any, other houses that are going to
be so inpacted |like ne. And | know you guys were
concerned about this setting a precedent of everyone
conplaining; but if it's a safety thing where this |line
could kill someone or could block their only entrance
and exits to their property, and this isn't a little
jaunt that | could just walk around the line and get to
the road and the anbul ance coul d cone and pick nme up or

they could run the hose, no, it's a quarter of a mle.
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@Quys, sone day | mght get old and I'mnot going to be
able to wal k through weeds and trees or whatever else is
out there if | ever need to get to another house or
soneone for help. This line supposedly is going to |ast
40 or 50 years and that's going to make it quite a ways
for ne.

So once again, | don't want to |ive those next
40 to 50 years worrying about what's going to happen
with this line, it's going to sag. And the guy who
delivers the rock to ne, | asked himhow tall is your
dunp truck when the bed is up because he has to -- |
don't have a skid steer so he just tilts his bed up and
dunps it down the drive for ne. He said it's 18 feet.
| was |ike wow, you're not supposed to be within |ike 20
feet or sonething of high powered lines. 10 or 20 feet
Is like the standard. | was like well, ny property is
I n between two pol es where he could possibly hit it.
VWll, surely Grain Belt has done their research. Surely
t hey checked all these weather phenons and different
t hi ngs.

W' ve got the New Madrid fault and | grew up
I n school the teachers telling us how bad it was goi ng
to be if it ever went off. And of course, you can't
prove any of that and what that would do. That's in the
back of my mnd that what if we have an earthquake. Are
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t hese pol es designed for that. What if they're not. It
takes us back to it will be blocking nmy drive. | won't
be able to get out. 1'Il be sitting. | have no water,
no anything. |1'Il be sitting in the dark thirsty
basically for weeks until they cone. | won't be able to
cook, I won't have a stove, | won't have heat, nothing.
So all of that to ne seens like it should have been
consi derations that Gain Belt should have taken. This
isn't just a cookie cutter situation that it's going
across my cow pasture, it's going across my crops or
whatever. |It's literally going across ny property and
doing so in such a way that it is not bringing ne a
single benefit at all.

And | stand here under oath and | tell you
they could put two or three zeroes behind what they have
offered ne to do this to ny property and | would tell
t hem no, because ny safety and ny health are nore
| nportant than noney. It may not be to them but it is
to nme. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: Al right. M. Meadows, thank
you. Does that conclude your testinony?

M5. MEADOWS:  Yes.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: Al right. This |ooks to be a
pretty good natural break for lunch since we're

approachi ng noon. |If we could get back on the record at
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one o' clock and then we'll resune with any
cross-exam nation. M. Meadows, anything fromthe bench
or fromthe parties before we take a |unch recess?
Hearing nothing, we stand in recess until one o'clock.
Thank you.

(The noon recess was taken.)

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:. W are back on the record in
Case No. EC 2025-0136. | believe when we adjourned for
| unch we were about to begin cross-exam nation of M.
Meadows. Anything further fromthe bench or fromthe
parties before we proceed?

COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL: | do have one
questi on, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Conm ssi oner.

COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL: Just a question for
Ms. Meadows. |'mlooking at Exhibit 20 and Exhibit 30,
Exhibit 30 being a data request and response. |In the
response there is a reference to County Road 232 and on
Exhibit 20 I don't see where County Road 232 is. | see
a 231 and a 260. Can you tell ne where 232 is?

M5. MEADOAS: |t m ght be a typo.

MR. SCHULTE: Comm ssioner, | can confirmthat
the DR response is a typo and we'll have Kevin Chandl er
testifying |l ater who sponsored that response to the DR

and he can verify that he intended to refer to road 231
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i nstead of 232.
COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL:  Thank you.
MR SCHULTE: Sure.
JUDGE PRIDGA@ N: Thank you. Anything further

before cross? Al right. Any cross-exam nation, Public

Counsel .

MR. POSTON: No questions. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Thank you. Any cross from
staff?

M5. HANSEN. No, thank you, Judge.

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N. M. Hansen, thank you. Gain
Bel t.

M5. CALLENBACH:. Yes, Judge. Thank you.
Judge, would it be easier, should |I stand at the podi um
so | can see Ms. Meadows?
JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  You certainly may. However
you' re confortable.
M5. CALLENBACH. Ms. Meadows, are you
confortable if | stay seated?
M5. MEADOWS: What ever works for you.
M5. CALLENBACH  Thank you.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY Ms. CALLENBACH:
Q Good afternoon. M. Meadows, could you pl ease

summari ze your educational background for us, please?
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A | have a coll ege degree.

Q What is that degree in?

A. It's a bachelor of arts with double majors in
busi ness adm ni stration and conputer information
sci ence.

Q So you don't have any specific education,
knowl edge or experience or training in transm ssion
engi neeri ng?

A Not beyond what | have researched for this,
no.

Q And you're not a neteorol ogist?

A That's not what ny degree is in, no.

Q And you' ve represented to the Comm ssion and
to the parties that you are not represented by counsel;
s that correct?

A Just ne.

Q Are you famliar with an attorney naned Brent

A Uh- huh.
Q How do you know M. Haden?
A. He was at the 2023-0017 hearing. | believe he

sat here actually. And he's also an attorney. |
bel i eve he's in Col unbi a.
Q kay. Did you ever seek any |legal advice from

M. Haden related to your conplaint?
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A No.
Q Are you famliar with an attorney naned Paul
Agat hen?

A Yes. He was part of the 2023-0017.

Q The CCN proceedi ng?

A. Yes.

Q Did you ever seek any | egal advice from
M. Agathen relating to your conplaint?

A. No.

Q Did you ever seek | egal advice from any

attorney relating to your conplaint?

A. | don't know any attorneys.

Q Apart fromthe two you've nentioned?

A | don't know them | just know their nanes.
But no, | don't have any. | haven't contacted any

attorneys to discuss ny case.

Q Al right. M. Meadows, |'ve handed you what
has been previously marked as Grain Belt Exhibit 101.
Have you seen this docunent before?

A My data request. Yeah, | think | objected to
it because it didn't have anything to do with ny case.

Q Right. But this is your response to Grain
Belt Express data request CM8; is that correct?

A Yeah.

Q And is that your electronic signature on the
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back page under verification of response?

A Yes.

Q And one of your clains in this proceeding is
that you did not contact the Conm ssion earlier about
the route because you didn't know the Comm ssion was in
charge of approving the route; is that correct?

A. | knew that they were -- See, it's a slippery
sl ope on route versus line. | knew that they approved
the route being built, but I didn't know they al so
approved the specific line route. Does that nmake sense?

Li ke I knew they said okay, Gain Belt, you
guys can build this Tiger Connector. | did not know
that they said you can only build it to these
specifications. You can't vary or whatever.

Q Ms. Meadows, turning your attention to this
Exhibit 101, on the second page there is a heading
titled objection. And understanding that first sentence
where you say you object, could you please read the next
sentence, please?

A | did watch the MPSC Grain Belt Express CCN
amendnent hearing June 5 through 8, 2023, from hone in
realtime while also caring for a very sick cat.

Q Ckay. Thank you.

A.  Uh- huh.

M5. CALLENBACH:. Your Honor, we'd nove to
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admt Exhibit 101 into the record, please.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: 101 has been offered. Any
obj ecti ons?

M5. MEADOWS: | obj ect.

JUDGE PRIDA N: What grounds?

M5. MEADOWAS: Rel evance.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Overruled. Exhibit 101 is
adm tted.

(GRAIN BELT EXPRESS EXH BI T 101 WAS RECEI VED
| NTO EVI DENCE AND MADE A PART OF THI S RECORD.)

M5. CALLENBACH  Thank you.
BY MS. CALLENBACH:

Q One ot her question about this. G ven your
representations that you weren't aware the Comm ssion
had to approve the route, how did you know to tune in to
t he WebEx of the hearing on June 5 through 8, 20237

A | don't even recall.

Q Was it in aletter?

A | honestly do not renenber. | have no
recollection of how !l knew, and I would say | knew to
put it on ny cal endar, because it was obviously on ny
cal endar, but | don't recall how | knew about it.

Q Ckay. Thank you.

A That was a |long tine ago.

M5. CALLENBACH. O course. Thank you.
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Not hi ng further. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Ms. Call enbach, thank you.

Any bench questions? Conmm ssioner Mtchell. Any
further questions?

COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL: No, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: | don't have any. M.

Meadows, anything you would like to say in response to

t he questions, not just continuing to testify but sinply
to address the questions that you just received? Any
response to those questions?

M5. MEADOWS: Well, | just want it to be nade
cl ear and recogni zed, and | even provi ded the energency
roombill fromny cat who was actually so sick he had to
go twice to the energency vet and he eventual |y died.

So when | put in there that | was caring for ny very
sick cat, that neans | was not sitting there watching
word for word everything that went on with this heari ng.
| mssed a lot of it. It seenmed like every tinme | left
and canme back there was a different wtness up and |
didn't even know who they were tal king about or what it
was for. So if you gave ne a quiz on that, | would
probably fail it because | mssed so nuch. | just tried
to be honest in answering and that's all.

JUDGE PRIDG@N: Al right. Thank you. That

woul d concl ude exam nation of Ms. Meadows. Ms. Meadows,
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you have anot her witness on the order of witnesses. Did
you want to call that w tness?
M5. MEADOWS: | call Randy Kleindienst. |'m
probably saying it wong. | call himas ny wtness.
JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Wuld you cone forward to be
sworn, please, sir. |1'll ask you to raise your right
hand to be sworn, please. Do you swear the evidence
you're about to give will be the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth so help you God?
MR KLEI NDI ENST: | do affirm
JUDCGE PRIDA@ N.  Yes, sir. Thank you. You can
have a seat when you're ready. M. Meadows, you may ask
questi ons.
RANDY KLEI NDI ENST,
havi ng been first duly affirned, was exam ned and
testified as fol |l ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q Good afternoon, Randy. Thank you for taking
the time out of your day to do this. | really
appreciate it. | know you're no |onger county
comm ssioner, but you were during the tine nost of this
back and forth with Gain Belt has taken place. Can you
pl ease state for the record what your title was?

A. Eastern District Conm ssioner, Callaway
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County.

Q You were ny county conm ssioner also for ny
particul ar area?

A Yes, ma' am

Q So | spoke to you nunerous tinmes about this

Ti ger Connector |ine going back to the spring of 2023,

correct?
A | woul d say we had several conversations, yes.
Q Have | ever been anything but perfectly clear

that | did not want the risk of the Tiger Connector
goi ng across ny drive?

A | can -- | have no recollection of anything
but that, you did not want it.

Q Sorry. Didn't | also express ny frustration
that in addition to risking blocking nmy drive if their
line ever fell Gain Belt was al so taking out a very
| arge swath of ny mature trees and underbrush |
specifically let growup for wildlife and privacy while
the land i medi ately south of ne was wi de open wth no
resi dences?

A | woul d say that conversation cane up nost of
the tine. A swath that apparently is about three tines
the size of this roomin length. So you know, that was
the width of it. Three tinmes the length of this room

roughl y.
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Q So | was always frustrated when | talked to
you basically and upset?

A. Vel |, because you' ve allowed your place to
grow up in vegetation. You didn't really want it
cleaned out. That's the way | took it anyway.

Q That's true. Do you recall if anyone from
G ain Belt Express spoke with you individually or the
conm ssioners as a whol e about the properties that woul d
be affected by this line and ask if you had any input or
f eedback on any of this stuff?

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N  Sir, could I trouble you to
speak nore into the mke. W're having a hard tine
hearing you.

THE WTNESS. Sure. |'msorry about that.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you very nuch

THE W TNESS: Repeat that questi on.

BY M5. MEADOWS:

Q Do you recall if anyone from G ain Belt
Express spoke with you individually or the conmm ssioners
as a whol e about any of the properties, by that | nean
| andowners, that would be affected by this line and if
t hey asked you for any input or feedback about any of

t henf

A Wll, | believe that M. Brown and |I tal ked a
fewtinmes. | think you cane up a fewtines in those
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conversations. You have to understand there's so nuch
going on in the comm ssioner's office | couldn't keep
everything straight fromyears ago now to what it was.

Q | appreciate --

A. There was a few tines that cane up M. Brown
and | had conversati ons.

Q So based on your experience wth Jason Brown,
what do you think his role was in regards to the Tiger

Connect or ?

A. | took that M. Brown was nore of the, in a
sense, | don't know if coordinator is the right word or
public relations is the right word, |ike an information

person that we could talk to if we needed to.

Q Do you renenber what his or do you know what
his official title is or was?

A | really don't. | couldn't tell you right
here what his official title was, no.

Q Did you know at one tinme do you think?

A | coul d have.

Q Did he make you call himby that?

A Oh, no. We didn't -- There was no fornal
M. Brown, sir, you know, that type of thing or
conm ssioner, sir. It was none of that. W were on a
reasonably friendly basis, in my opinion.

Q Do you recall how many tinmes you and Jason
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di scussed ny property specifically?

A. No, | don't recall how many tines.

Q Wul d you say nore than once?

A | would say it cane up nore than once.

Q Was it your belief that Jason Brown had any
say or could nove the line off of my property?

A Honestly, | was under the inpression that he
may have influence with that. Not that he necessarily
had the authority to nove it, but he was there to talk
to us if there was an issue that perhaps he could
I nfl uence the final decision. That was ny assunption,
by the way.

Q And you just speak for yourself on that?

A "' m speaking for nyself. |'mnot authorized
to speak for the other conm ssioners on that.

Q Did Jason Brown ever tell you that the PSC had
approved or woul d approve the line and Gain Belt
Express couldn't change the | ocation once that decision
by the PSC was made in regards to noving the line off of
my property?

A |"mnot sure that M. Brown ever told nme that
exactly.

Q So did you understand how t he PSC worked in
relation to once they approved the line there was no

variances really to speak of off of it if sonething did
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come up or since | was comng to you and voicing all ny
concerns? Did you understand that that was just too
bad, it had al ready been approved?

A. | worked for the county for over 36 years and
It was a rare thing that sonething was nail ed down
totally in stone at any particular -- at sonme point it
ended up being. | didn't necessarily think that the
fol ks at the PSC woul d not be open to | ook at sonething
if there was a problemthere that they didn't realize.
If there was a problemthere, | assuned they're all, you
know, servants of the communities and everything el se
that they woul d be happy to | ook at that too. Not
saying they would change it but at |east ook at it.

Q Sure. Based on the feedback that | was giving
you at the tinme about ny interactions with Jason Brown,
did you believe he could nove the |ine off of nme?

A. | never -- | don't believe | ever thought
Jason could nove the line. | felt like M. Brown could
talk to soneone who may want to | ook at that and maybe
per haps change it at that point.

Q So you felt |like he at |east had influence for
going back to Grain Belt?

A Yeah, | think | said that. | thought he had
sone i nfluence on that because | thought that was what

he was doing with the public in trying to establish
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t hose things.

Q Did | ever nention to you m ssing the deadline
to intervene at the PSC?

A | don't recall

Q Do you ever recall ne even nentioning
i ntervening at the PSC?

A What do you nean intervening at the PSC? What
do you nean by that?

Q You can intervene, which | understand is speak
up.

A So your question is that you wanted to
i ntervene with the PSC or you wanted -- |'msorry.

Q My question is, Gain Belt has said | had the
opportunity to intervene and | didn't know what that was
and | definitely know | had an opportunity to do it. So
"' masking you in case they think I"'mlying, did I run
to you and brag how | could intervene but | wasn't going
to?

A No, you did not do that. | just want to nake
sure | know what you're saying.

Q So | never nentioned to you that | w sh |
woul dn't have m ssed the intervention period or |'m
| ooking forward to intervening or anything along those
| i nes above i nterveni ng?

A. | don't believe intervening was really a | arge
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part of our conversation at any tinme. | nean, | thought
you were trying to work sonething out, but | didn't know
-- on the intervening | don't know.

Q | don't know. | can't tell you exactly what
it is. Sol'mnot going to go intoit. | just know
t hey have accused ne of having the opportunity to
I ntervene and not doing it, and so |I'm asking you to

share with everyone if | went to you and nentioned it or

tal ked about it and then | lied to themthat | didn't?
A I[t's nmy opinion you didn't lie to them
Q Based on our conversations, does that nean --

does that seem|like sonething that | would have
nmentioned as to keep you in the | oop and gi ven how upset
| was about careless they were being wwth ny safety and
ny property? About the intervention, I'msorry, |
shoul d have prefaced that. Do you want ne to repeat it?

A | think you better repeat that.

Q Regardi ng the intervening part, based on al
of our conversations we had during this whole --

A Ri ght.

Q -- | think you were ny conm ssioner for the
two years this was going on. Based on our conversations
and nme keeping you in the |oop on everything, does it
seem | i ke sonet hing about the intervening that | woul d

not have brought up with you?
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A I f you knew anyt hi ng about intervening, you
woul d have probably brought it up to ne.

Q Is it your opinion that | believed that the
Ti ger Connector |line could be noved off of ny property
by Jason Brown or with his help or?

A | think with the conversation that we had you
were | eaning on Jason to try to figure out howto get it
noved of f your | and.

Q In your deposition in May when asked by
M. Schulte if we discussed potential alternative routes
on ny property specifically, you said yes. Can you
clarify your answer?

A Vell, we're standing there | ooking at your
property and so I'mreally thinking that your whol e idea
that you talked to ne about was to try to nove it off or
at least to the far extremty of your property so it
woul dn't take out the swath and all your vegetati on.

Now, you had nentioned sonething earlier today
about way north of your place. | didn't know that was
even in play.

Q | just brought that up as a hail Mary if they
just were determned to go across ne at |east don't do
It somewhere that could kill me. | don't walk ny
animal s under the north side. There's no power I|ine.

There's nothing. Al my conversations with you | didn't
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t hi nk they woul d choose that option due to all the trees
and whatever, but | wanted to bring it up, but in your
deposition you had said that we discussed that. So
wanted you to clarify about what we actually had

di scussed. And | think they were referring to
mcrositing. Once again, did | ever bring up

mcrositing to you?

A | never heard of mcrositing. | don't even
know -- Does that nean pinpoint the spot?

Q "mnot positive. | believe it's just noving
It around on your own property. It was never explained
to ne.

A Ckay.

Q Bef ore you were a county conm ssi oner, what

was your job?

A How far back? Like | said, | worked for the
county for 36 years. | did every job we had there.

Q So you're a local in the cormmunity and you
know a | ot of people?

A That's correct. | was born and raised in
Cal | away County, yes.

Q Since you worked, and correct ne if |I'm wong,

| believe you were ny road grader at one tine?

A [ did.
Q Because |'ve been at ny house for 25 years.
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A " mvery cautious about where | admt that
sonetimes, but yes, | was your grader operator.
Q Not hi ng ever was bad so you're okay.

A. Oh, yes, it was.

Q Since you worked in the area, were you aware
of the house that had been there before ny current house
bei ng struck by Iightning and burning down?

A | had heard about it. | didn't wtness it,
but | heard about it.

Q You woul dn't have seen it fromthe road. It
was too far back. But anyway, do you recall severa
years ago a nearby manufacturing conpany about a mle
and a half west of my house was struck by |ightning and
al so burned, it was conpletely destroyed?

A | do recall that. | say |I recall. | don't
know t he exact date, but it was -- | do renenber hearing
about it.

Q It happened, yeah.

A Wrd gets around in communities |ike ours.

Q It's only within that area it's pretty tight.
The nei ghbors do tal k anyway. Randy, you and | have
been going round and round on this for three years. |
woul d just like to ask you to be 100 percent honest wth
everyone here and please tell themin your opinion if

"' man honest person, if everything |I've said today is
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true in your belief on what nmy thinking was in all this,
pl ease.

A Vell, what |1've known the tine that |'ve known
you, which has been three or four years frankly, we've
had nmultiple conversations. | feel like that what
you've told ne has been up front and honest and sincere.
And her little piece of heaven and community you m ght
say wth a 400-foot strip going back to her house, then
all of a sudden a big power line comng in when there's
150 acres on either side of it that the line could cross
has to cross her place and clean out the vegetation and
everything she has. | see the issue that she's having.
| feel for it. | would like to think that there could
be a way to work around that, you know, but that's
enotion. Maybe there's laws that won't allowit.
don't know. |If there is, it probably should be
exam ned. But | feel like that Cheri has been very
consi stent when she's tal ked to nme about her feelings on
this. | don't believe anything is nade up or fal se.

Q And you've been out to ny house at |east tw ce
now, correct?

A That's right.

Q And you can vouch that | spend a |ot of tine
on ny drive, in ny yard, keeping ny place nice, and that

I"mgoing to end up spending a trenendous anount of tine
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directly under that power line to just enjoy ny property
and keep it maintained?

A. To nme the fact is that yes, you do naintain a
nice place. Fromny perspective, it |ooked very nice.
The tinme you woul d spend under that power |ine, you keep
the driveway very well nowed, things Iike that, and you
wal k your animals. | don't know how many hours a day
that is. It's your only ingress and egress. So
what ever, you know, | don't know fromthat.

M5. MEADOWS: That's all the questions | have.
Thank you, Randy.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. Ms. Meadows, thank you. We'l]
see if we have any cross for this wtness. Public
counsel .

MR. POSTON: No questions. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. Staff.

M5. HANSEN: No questi ons.

JUDGE PRRDA N:. Gain Belt.

MR. SCHULTE: Yes, Judge. Thank you.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SCHULTE:

Q H, nr. Kleindienst. M nane is Andrew
Schulte. I'mwth the law firmPolsinelli, and I
represent Gain Belt Express, LLC. Do you recal

meeting me previously at your deposition on May 13,
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2025, at the Polsinelli office in Jefferson Gty,

M ssouri ?
A. | do recall neeting you there, yes, sir.
Q Ms. Meadows asked you sone questions about

your conversations wth Jason Brown who works for Gain
Belt Express. Do you recall those questions?

A Just now? Basically, yeah.

Q I n your conversations with M. Brown, did he
answer the questions that you had for hin? Do you
beli eve that he answered those to the best of his
ability?

A You' re asking ne to put ny opinion on what
he's telling ne.

Q Tr ue.

A | was satisfied wth the answers that | got.
| suppose it was, yes.

Q Ckay. You had --

A | don't have an issue with M. Brown.
MR, SCHULTE: kay. That is all | wanted to
confirm | have no further questions.

JUDGE PRIDA N.  Thank you. Let ne see if we
have any bench questi ons.

COMM SSI ONER M TCHELL: No, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. | don't see anything. All

right. No redirect then because of no bench questions.
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Thank you very nuch, sir. You may step down.

THE WTNESS: My | say one thing?

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  No, sorry. You aren't being
asked a question. | apologize. Thank you.

THE COURT REPCRTER: Wbuld you spell your | ast
nane for ne, please?

THE WTNESS: | certainly can.
K-1-e-i-n-d-i-e-n-s-t.

THE COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: | think we're ready for Gain
Belt w tnesses now.

M5. MEADOWAS: Thank you, Randy.

JUDGE PRRDA@N:. Gain Belt, when you're ready.

MR. SCHULTE: W may be able to shortcut sone
of our direct testinmony if we could just have a
ten-mnute recess if that would be okay. Then | think
the ten mnutes will be well used in order to nake sure
that we do an efficient job on our direct.

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N. Any responses, objections? So
we're going to go ahead and take that ten m nutes now I
assunme and cone back here at 1:40.

MR. SCHULTE: Sorry to take the break so soon

after the lunch break. We weren't sure the close. Just

now her portion of the case has been closed, | think
we' |l have an opportunity to make our direct nore
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efficient.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Okay. Very good. We will
take a ten-m nute recess, be back on the record at 1:40.
We are off the record.

(O f the record.)

JUDGE PRRDA N: W are back on the record.
Before Grain Belt's start with witnesses, we want to
give Ms. Meadows a chance. You had brought a | ot of
exhibits up to the bench. D d you want those exhibits
admtted into evidence? 1'Il go through not in
nunerical order but in the order that | was handed those
exhibits. Exhibits 26, 22, 2, 1, 7, 4, 11, 20, 30 and
3. D dyou want those exhibits admtted into evidence?

M5. MEADOWS: Yes, please.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Any objections? And | think
we' ve already had sone objections. But any further
obj ecti ons?

M5. CALLENBACH:. Yes, Judge. W would renew
our previous objections on the basis of relevance,
hearsay and | ack of foundation. You went through those
rather quickly. [If | could have a second.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Absolutely.

MS. CALLENBACH: There were several we did not
object to. |If | could have a m nute.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Absolutely.
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MR. POSTON: While she's | ooking, Judge, | was
curious what was 30? | think | m ssed that one.

JUDGE PRRDA N: 30 is a DR response.

MR. POSTON: Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  You're wel cone.

M5. CALLENBACH:. Judge, quick question. \When
you went through the list of exhibits, | heard you say
21. | don't have that. Perhaps | m sheard.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Let nme go through these in
nunerical order now | think this is the right
nunerical order. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 11, 20, 22, 26 and 30.

M5. CALLENBACH  Thank you.

MR. POSTON: Judge, there was also the two

videos. | didn't know if those were being offered.
JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you, M. Poston.
MR. POSTON: | had those as 25 and 6.

JUDGE POSTON:. Let's add -- thank you,
M. Poston -- Exhibit 6 and 25 to that list as well.

M5. JOHNSON:  Judge, can we clarify which
order those videos were played in with Ms. Meadows?
Li ke which one was shown first. Was it 6 or 267

MS. MEADOWS: It was the first one was 6, the
area that woul d be destroyed, the | onger one.

M5. JOHNSON:  Thank you.

JUDGE PRRDA@N. To clarify, | have Exhibits 1,
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2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 20, 22, 25, 26 and 30 that have been
offered into evidence. Do we have any further
objections? |If you need nore tine, please |et ne know.

M5. CALLENBACH  Thank you. Just one m nute,
pl ease.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you

M5. CALLENBACH. Thank you for your
I ndul gence, Judge. We renew our objections to Exhibit
No. 2, 4, 7 and 22.

JUDGE PRIDA@N:  All right. Thank you. Those
obj ections are overruled. So Exhibits 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7,
11, 20, 22, 25, 26 and 30 are admtted into evidence.

(EXHBITS 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 20, 22, 25, 26
AND 30 WERE RECEI VED | NTO EVI DENCE AND MADE A PART OF
THI S RECORD. )

JUDGE PRRDA N:. M. Schulte, was Gain Belt
ready to go with their first wtness?

MS. CALLENBACH. Yes, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Ms. Callenbach. Thank you.

M5. CALLENBACH. Thank you. Gain Belt
Express calls Aaron Wiite to the stand, please.

JUDGE PRIDAN. M. Wiite, if you'll cone
forward to be sworn, please, sir. Do you swear the
evi dence you're about to give wll be the truth, the

whol e truth and nothing but the truth so help you God?
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MR WH TE: Yes.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you, sir. You may have
a seat. M. Callenbach, when you're ready.

M5. CALLENBACH  Thank you.

AARON VHI TE,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and testified
as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. CALLENBACH:

Q M. Wite, good afternoon

A Good afternoon.

Q Wul d you pl ease state your nane, title and
pl ace of enpl oynent?

A Aaron Wiite, Senior Director of Transm ssion
Engi neering I nvenergy, LLC

Q And what is your business address?

A Busi ness address is 1 South Wacker Drive,

Sui te 1500, Chicago, Illinois 60606.

Q Thank you. Wuld you pl ease expl ain your
educati onal background and your experience, please?

A My education is a Bachelor's in Cvil
Engineering. | ama |icensed engineer in the state of
Utah. And | have over ten years of experience designing
transm ssion |ines.

Q Thank you. And is it correct that you
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previously testified in what we've been referring to
here today as the CCN proceedi ng?

A Yes.

Q You submitted both direct and surrebutta
testinony in that proceeding and associ ated schedul es?

A Correct.

Q Thank you. And those are the sanme docunents
that the Conmm ssion took adm nistrative notice of
earlier today?

A Yes.

Q Thank you. And M. Wite, you were present in
the hearing roomthis norning when Ms. Meadows
testified; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And did you hear Ms. Meadows' fears that her

honme could burn down as a result of the transm ssion

line?
A | did.
Q Is that a very likely scenario?
A It is not.

Q Wul d you pl ease explain why that is not an
unli kely scenario based on your engineering experience?

A It's unlikely that the transm ssion |ine would
cause her honme to burn down for several reasons. First,

| would tell you that there's the design standards for
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di stribution for your hone in the county, there's the
desi gn standards for distribution and then design
standards for transm ssion, high voltage and extra high
vol t age.

The design standards for extra high voltage,
hi gh voltage are of the highest and nore stringent. At
| nvenergy we design our transm ssion |ines above the
m ni nrum code requirenents and we add ot her
consi derations into our design for reliability.

Q Thank you. M. Wite, can you explain in a
little nore detail what sone of those nore stringent
desi gn standards are?

A Sure. One of the code design standards is an
extrene wnd event. The extrenme wind is considered the
100-year nean reoccurrence interval or 1 percent chance
of happeni ng each year. For this Callaway County, the
wind event is 94 mles per hour. W at |nvenergy not
only design for 94 mles per hour but we also design for
other wind events, ice events that are not within the
code.

For exanple, the |line considers tornado
| oadi ng on the structures, the wind froma tornado.
Sonme ot her above code requirenents, the structures have
a V-string assenbly and | can refer to what was

previously submtted as Exhibit AW3 for an illustration
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of that V-string assenbly. What that V-string does for
the lineis it limts the conductor novenent from w nd
and provides redundancy. |If one insulator fails, the
vertical, what that structure is doing holding the wire
up, that vertical |oad can be supported by a single

i nsulator. So that redundancy is above and beyond what
code requires. It is good industry practice and

sonet hing that we do at | nvenergy.

Q Thank you, M. White. In the CCN proceeding
there were certain conditions placed on Grain Belt's
CCN;, is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And one of those conditions, and I'lIl just --
for the record I'mreferring to Staff Exhibit 206 to the
Comm ssion's Cctober 12, 2023 Report and Order, which
t he Comm ssion took adm nistrative notice of earlier. |
apol ogi ze. It is Attachnment 1. It also says Exhibit
206. And one of those conditions is that the Conm ssion
must have an energency restoration plan in place prior
to commercial operation; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Can you explain to the Conm ssion what, |
understand it has not been devel oped yet, but what woul d
sone features of that be?

A Qur first priority in an energency response
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situation is the safety of our workers and the safety of
the public. To acconplish that, there are built on the
details of the construction plans. May | read fromthe
direct testinony?

Q Yes. Do you have a copy of that?

A | do.

Q Reading fromthe direct testinony fromthe
CCN, page 22. Wrker safety and safety of public is our
nunber one priority through design, construction and
operations, evaluating and maintaining health and safety
reports to OSHA related injuries and ill nesses,
est abl i shed operational procedures, pre work inspections
of equi pnent and tools in the presence of health and
safety inspectors during operations are all critica
conponents for successful |ong-termoperations. Stop.
Additionally, as the |ine construction plans further
devel op, we will engage with local officials, |ocal
enmer gency response, including co-ops, to nake sure that
there is a plan in place to act quickly and, again,
mai ntain safety of our workers and the safety of the
publ i c.

Q M. Wite, in the event of an abnormal or
fault condition, would the |ine be deenergized quickly?

A Yes.

Q And how qui ckly woul d that be?
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A The control and equipnment is set up to target
between five or ten cycles which is approximtely ten
cycles 150 mlliseconds or let's say a tenth of a
second, a blink of an eye.

Q Thank you.

A What that neans is in that tenth of a second
the fault or surge of current is cleared, swtch is open
and the line is no | onger energized.

Q Did you have sonething further?

A No.

M5. CALLENBACH:  Thank you. No further direct
exam nati on.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:. Ms. Call enbach, thank you.
Any cross-exam nation of this witness fromstaff?

M5. HANSEN. No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Public counsel.

MR. POSTON: Just one follow up.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MR POSTON

Q It was just on that line you were talking
about the ability of the line to kind of shut off power.
You're testifying here that this is what will be built
on the entire course of this line that will have these
capabilities?

A. Correct.
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MR. POSTON:. Thank you. That's all.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: M. Poston, thank you. M.
Meadows, any questions?

M5. MEADOWS:  Yes.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Wen you're ready.

M5. MEADOWAS: Thank you.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q According to the route selection study --

hel | o.
A H, M. Meadows.
Q ' m new here.
A How are you?
Q |'ve been better actually. According to the

route selection study, you were |isted as a nenber of
the routing team is that correct?

A That is correct.

Q What was your role as a nenber?

A My role is to provide technical guidance
specific to the engi neering.

Q Did you ever go out on any wind shield surveys
or the field recons?

A No, | did not.

Q Were you invited to?

A. | don't recall.
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Q What role did you have in running the Tiger
Connect or through ny property and over ny drive and
exi sting electrical |ine?

A. My role is to ensure that again the safety of
the design, the design is done properly. So it's to
| ook at the right-of-way width, that the conductor is
mai ntai ned wwthin that right-of-way, clearances are net
over roadways and driveways, and that wthin the
right-of-way there's also a |limted EMF and audi bl e
noi se.

Q What are those nunbers? What are those
nunber s?

A VWhi ch nunbers specifically?

Q The EMF and the audi bl e.

A Sure. The electric field within the
right-of-way is limted to -- thisis, I"'msorry, just a
clarifying question. Specific to your property or to
the design limts?

Q To ny property.

A The design limts are the sanme throughout the
entire line, which design |imts are generally between
about 2 kV per neter at the edge of right-of-way for the
electric field. On your driveway, the limt or the
design currently at the edge of the right-of-way is

approxi mately |l ess than one kV per neter.
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Wth regard to the magnetic field, within the
right-of-way the design is between, | can't recall the
design criteria off the top of ny head, but | can recall
your property that |'ve |ooked at recently. And the
limts are on your driveway between 50 mlligals and 250
mlligals.

Q Are you done answeri ng?

A For the audi ble noise, we use a -- There's no
standard or regul atory requirenent for audi ble noise,
but good practice is to keep the dBA decibels within a
range of 45 to 50, 45 to 55 deci bel s dBA

Q When would it be that |oud?

A For alternating current transm ssion |ines,
It's typically when there is the noisture in the air,

raining or high humdity.

Q Fog?
A. Yes.
Q Isn't this 50 mlligals to 250 mlligals kind

of high or where is that at on safety?

A To put it in perspective, the appliances in
your home, sone appliances in your honme are within that
sane range. So such as a m crowave on the high end.
Vacuum hair dryer, they would fall within that same
range.

Q kay. So can dust cause any danger, because
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I"'moff of a gravel road and | read dust can cause and

there's also a soybean field next to ne. | don't know
I f you've ever seen a farnmer conbi ne soybean. |It's
brutal. Wuld that be a concern?

A Yes, and it's sonething that we've designed
for.

Q Okay. And did | understand correctly in ny
research that that causes arcing, the dust can cause the
arcing of the line?

A I f not properly designed for.

Q So you're saying it would never arc because

It's designed or probably you can never say never?

A It is difficult for an engineer to say never.
Q I[t's not supposed to?

A Correct.

Q So you said you are famliar with nmy property?
A. | haven't been out to your property, but |

have seen the maps of your property.

Q Li ke | ast night or three years ago?

A Bef ore | ast night.

Q Has it been back when they were doing the
public neeting in the local town or whatever or was it
prior to or before the, after the CCN 2023-0017 hearing?

A It's been sone tine. | don't knowif it was

before or after the hearing.
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Q So they haven't famliarized yourself wth the
many, many tinmes |'ve conpl ained or voiced concerns or
what ever; is that what you're saying?

A Only fromwhat |'ve heard.

Q Did Jason Brown specifically ever talk to you?

A Not that | recall except to discuss the matter
of this hearing.

Q This hearing. Gkay. D d Kevin Chandler, did
he di scuss with you ny property?

A W have di scussed your property.

Q Prior to this hearing?

A The CCN hearing or this hearing?

Q Thi s hearing today.

A Yes, prior to this hearing.

Q Ckay. | believe it was your testinony at the

CCN hearing 2023-0017 that you testified that this Iine
was going to be built to the NERC or North Anerican
El ectric Reliability Conpany standards; is that correct?

A Correct. That's one of the standards.

Q Okay. Are all high voltage power lines built
according to the NERC standards?

A There are NERC requirenments that apply to all
hi gh vol tage power |ines depending on the ownership.

Q So it wouldn't necessarily have to be built to

t hose standards; you're just choosing to?
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A | would say yes, they have to be built to

t hose standards.
Q But not all. But you just said not all high

vol tage power |ines are?

A Wth regard to how |lines operate, depending on
the ownership of the line, they may operate differently
and those standards cover a variety of ownerships and
how t hey shoul d be operat ed.

Q So there's different standards dependi ng on
who owns them am | understanding that correctly?

A For exanple, a transmssion line that is part
of a large systemcould have nore stringent requirenents
versus a transmssion line that is a radial feed or a
point fromgeneration to a swtchyard.

Q Li ke the Tiger Connector? 1s the Tiger
Connector a radial -- what did you call it? A radial?

A Radi al .

Q So is the Tiger Connector a radial?

A You'll have to forgive ne. |'mnot an expert
on the inner workings of NERC. | can speak to nore
details of the NESC, the National Electric Safety Code
and sone ot hers.

Q Is the Tiger Connector built to -- what did
you say that was, the NEC?

A. The NESC, National Electric Safety Code, which
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is a mninmumsafety requirenment for distribution and
transm ssi on underground and overhead. |[It's not -- It's
not the only thing that we use. It's a mninmm  So,
agai n, we design above and beyond the National Electric
Saf ety Code.

Q So what are these codes for?

A. The National Electric Safety Code addresses
the safety of workers and the public.

Q And the sane for the NERC?

A I, again, can't speak to the conplexities of
NERC.

Q So w Il those standards guarantee that this

line won't ever fall on ny existing |ine and property?

A No.

Q Do falls still occur even with those standards
i n place?

A. Yes.

Q So when you just said it wasn't likely or it
was unlikely to cause a fire, that doesn't nean that
It's inpossible, correct? Do you want ne to repeat the
questi on?

A You're referring to the transmssion |ine
falling to cause a fire?

Q At ny house, yes. | think it was the first

question she asked you maybe.
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A | know what we design the transm ssion |ine
to, the swtching controls that we target and response
time to clear a fault. | do not know what the | ocal
co-op, what their design, their requirenents are. |If |
may speculate, a fire froma transmssion line if the
transm ssion line were to fall, an unlikely scenari o,
and fault to the distribution Iine, the surge of that
fault simlar to if the distribution Iine was struck by
lightning or if sonmeone drove into a distribution pole
and caused it to fall, there would be a fault causing a
surge in the distribution line. That surge if the
equi pnment is not rated for it could fail.

Q Ckay. So is ny transm ssion |line on ny
property fromny Callaway Electric Co-op, is it designed

to wthstand your line falling on it?

A Again, | can't speak to the Callaway Electric
Co- op.

Q So you haven't done any research on that to
confirnf

A Unfortunately we have -- Kevin Chandl er can

speak nore to this. M understanding is we've reached
out to the co-op and they have not responded.

Q Ckay. So would you say it's possible that |
could | ose cell phone coverage?

A. Due to the transm ssion |ine?
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Q Uh-huh. I'msorry. | should have clarified

A | don't know.

Q So it is possible?

A What | can say is that cell phones operate at
a higher frequency than your |ow frequency transm ssion
lines. They operate at negahertz. Transm ssion |ine
operates at 60 hertz. Different frequencies neans that
there wouldn't be interference if operating correctly.

Q But isn't it also true that there's other
factors involved like that |ike the topography or in ny
case ny land is high, low, high, lowand then it's in a
val l ey and then ny house is underground in the valley.
Isn't that kind of a special circunstance to if you just
| i ved around the corner here and you have transm ssion
| i nes around you and | osi ng?

A Again, | can't speak to how the cell phone
cover age worKks.

Q What's your experience or your expertise as
being a power line person to that? | know you said it
woul dn't affect -- the HVYDC wouldn't affect cells in
your testinony.

A Li ke I had shared with you again, | have not
experienced the issue. The likelihood from]l ooking at

the frequency of the transmssion line 60 hertz and the
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frequency cell phones operate at being in the negahertz,
| can't imagine there being interference.

Q But it could; anything is possible?

A | don't know.

Q Ckay. Can you tell ne what exactly the towers
are going to be that are going to be holding up this
| ine across ny property? Are they the structural
| attice or are they not? That's all | know.

A They are not.

Q They're not the netal ones?

A They are nmade of netal.

Q But they're not the ones that go up |ike --

A A lattice tower. They are not lattice towers.
To clarify, there are no structures on your property.

Q Correct, yes. | was just wondering if it was
going to be a netal, one of those netal ones or wood or
what it would be.

A Currently designed as steel poles.

Q Is that what they're referred to?

A Yes.

Q It's a steel pole?

A And fromthe CCN Exhibit AW 3.

Q You tal ked about the assenbly. So that also
has the pole and all that on it, the AW3? | don't have

it infront of me. Sorry. | know you're way nore
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famliar. So how many lines are on that pole? How many
lines will be on that pole across ny property?
A How many circuits, wires is what you're
asking; is that correct?
Q Lines. Is it different? How many -- okay.
Let ne. | do not know the lingo. Let nme ask you this
in plain stupid |language. How nmany lines are
potentially going to fall on top of ny electric line or
me or ny drive or anything?
M5. CALLENBACH. Excuse ne. ojection. That
assunmes facts not in evidence.
JUDGE PRIDG@N: I'mgoing to overrule. He can
answer if he knows. |f he doesn't know, he can say
t hat .
THE WTNESS: The transm ssion line the Tiger
Connector is a double circuit 345 kV transm ssion |ine.
BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q | don't know what that neans.
A It's a double, has two circuits and three
phases.

Q You're calling the line a circuit, am|l
followwing? | don't think I"'mfollow ng you. Wat are
you -- I'mreferring it toaline. You're referring it
as sonething else. You're calling the line a circuit?

M5. CALLENBACH  Excuse ne, Judge. W have
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copies of what the structures ook like. Wuld it be
hel pful if | pass those out so people can follow al ong?
JUDGE PRRDA N: That's fine wth ne.
M5. CALLENBACH  Once those are passed out,
M. Wite is referring to Schedule AW3 which was
attached to his direct testinony in the CCN case.
JUDGE PRIDG@ N:. Ms. Call enbach, thank you.
M5. MEADOWAS: Do you know what page that is?
MS. CALLENBACH: Yeah, it's near the end. It
shoul d be page 2 of Schedul e AW 3.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q Okay. So there will be active electrica
charged lines on these pointy things. [|'mnot an
engi neer. |'mdoing ny best.

A You're doing great. Yes, with the exception

that the top armthat you see on that Exhibit AW3, page
1, that is for OPGWor optical ground wre,
communi cation wire and |ightning protection.
Q Wuld | know the difference if any of these
lines fell on the ground if they were active, not
active, safe, not safe, could | drive over thenf |
mean, how would | know? Are they col ored?
M5. CALLENBACH. Judge, can we get her to
break that into one question at a tinme, please.

JUDGE PRIDG@N:. If the witness is having a
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hard tinme understandi ng, he can say he doesn't
understand and we can break up the question.

THE WTNESS: Can you repeat the question?
BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q Well, | don't understand how t hese pol es work.
So let ne give you a scenario, exanple. |'m walking
down ny drive. There's a line on the ground. How wil|
| know if it's active or not active? By active | nean
could electrocute ne or not or if it's just one of those
what ever you said, tel econmunications? | nean, can you
tell by | ooking?

A No. The recomendati on would be to call the
contact for Grain Belt, the operations that would be
provided to you or the local authority and they would --
we woul d have procedures in place to coordinate with
themto address it safely.

Q Is there a chance that it could just fall on
one pole onto ny property or is it just all connected at
each pole and it would all slack down or not, it's not
connect ed?

A You' re okay. Let ne explain one of the
structure | oad cases that we evaluate and that the line
Is designed for. W call it the broken wire scenario,
whi ch causes an inbalance in loading. So if the wre

breaks, generally the structures are there to support
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the wire. And if that breaks, it causes inbal ance in
the line | oading, tension where it shouldn't be.

These structures are designed to account for
that, that additional |oading. That's one of the
exanpl es of goi ng above and beyond the m ni num
requi renments but good practice.

Q Do those ever fail, those backup plans or
what ever, do those ever fail? They're set not to but it
still happens, |'m assum ng?

A Extrene events do occur. Like | nentioned
bef ore, we eval uate consi dering various weat her cases
and operation cases, but there are extrene events that
we in those cases when it does fail, we rely on the
reliability of the Iine which involves not just the
resiliency or howit's designed but also how quickly
we're set up to address the issue.

Q Ckay. No one has ever told ne what the tine
turnaround would be. So | don't knowif aline fell if

you guys would be out in 20 mnutes, tw hours, two

weeks. | have no idea. Do you have any idea at this
poi nt ?

A No. It's difficult because the extrene event
that we're tal king about is an extrene event. It could

be cascading across not the line but it could be that

the whole county is suffering. It could be a nunber of
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things. That extrene event w thout having that detail
woul dn't be able to answer that question.

Q But |'m probably one of the only hones that
they wouldn't be able to get off their property because
of the Iine falling, though.

M5. CALLENBACH. (Objection. | think that
assunes facts not in evidence.

JUDGE PRIDG@N: | don't know that | -- could
you ask that again, Ms. Meadows?

M5. MEADOWS: No. | forgot the question too.
| was already thinking of the next question. | forgot
t hat one.

BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q kay. As far as it acting -- you acting
qui ckly, | renmenber ny question, as far as you acting
qui ckly, would | have any precedence because of ny
particular situation that energency services could not
get to ne versus the nei ghbor down the road that it's in
his back 40 and his line is down?

A Yes. Considering Grain Belt, the Tiger
Connector, yes. Considering the |ocal energency
response, again | can't speculate on this type of event
how big it is. You have to consider that in such an
event, an extrenme event, there could be multiple

distribution Iines dowm. Again, distribution |lines not
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bei ng designed to the sane standard as transm ssion,
It's not recommended to drive over any of those either.

Q If | had to, would I be okay, naybe, cross ny
fingers, say a little prayer? Wll, we mght find out.
So tell me this. You keep referring to themas |ocal.
Do you nean you |ike subcontract people from Areren or
the | ocal co-op or whatever, you're actually going to
have an office with people?

A Yes. Gain Belt will have operation centers.

Q And they' Il be staffed?

A They' |1 be staffed.

Q Wth |linenmen, | guess?

A Dependi ng on -- yes. Depending on the
situation, we would reach out to contractors that are
avai l able. I n an energency situation, whoever can
respond the quickest is what we're going to rely on.

Q Are these poles designed to wthstand
eart hquakes?

A No. That is not a design consideration for
transm ssi on.

Q They can't even do a small one fromlike the
New Madrid fault, because we're in that area? Probably
you can't say yes if they're not built that way. |
understand if that's the case.

A Let nme rephrase. Transm ssion design does not
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consi der earthquake dynam c | oading. The design
approach is different where we use static |oads with
| arge | oad factors for uncertainty and because those
static loads are so large they're nore often than not
t hey exceed any dynam c | oading froman earthquake.

Q Are you famliar with the New Madrid fault?

A |'ve heard of it.

Q You're not from M ssouri though, are you?

A No. My famliarity with the New Madrid fault,
if I amthinking of the right one, is fromMag 7, an old
snelter plant? That's where ny famliarity conmes from

Q |'ve never heard of that. | just renenber in
school all of our teachers tal king about it and the
rivers flowed backwards and we're in the area of it. So
it's in the back of ny mnd that | wonder if any of this

construction stuff |ike high voltage power |lines are

built to withstand any of that. It may not be a big
deal. W may not even feel it. But it may be a big
deal. Obviously if the whole county is down from an

eart hquake, that's fine, but | don't want just five
poles in the whole county and mne is one of themthat
I's blocking ny drive and they'd be like we'll get to you
when we get to you, because I'mliterally blocked in. |
cannot -- There's no way out of my property.

M5. CALLENBACH  Judge, we're going to object
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to that. M. Meadows is actually testifying. | don't
hear a pendi ng question to M. Wite.

JUDGE PRIDA@N. I'mgoing to agree. If you
can try to limt your statenents to questions. Thank
you.

M5. MEADOWG:  Sorry.

BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q So just to reiterate, it's unlikely that this
| ine would cause a fire if your active line fell on ny
house but it's not inpossible that it would not,
correct?

A It is extrenely unlikely that the transm ssion
i ne woul d cause a fire.

Q But it still could. Can you sit there and
|l ook me in the eye and tell ne with 100 percent
certainty I don't have to worry about this |ine ever

falling and causing nmy house to catch on fire?

M5. CALLENBACH. Judge, objection. | think
the witness has answered this question nultiple tines
now. | believe it's asked and answered.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Sustained. | think he's

answered it too.
M5. MEADOWS: That's all | have. Thank you.
JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you. Let ne see if we

have any bench questions for this witness. Any
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questions for the Conmm ssioners? Comm ssioner Col eman.
COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you.
QUESTI ONS

BY COVMM SSI ONER COLEMAN:

Q M. Wite, |'ve been |ooking at this
i nformation that was handed out a few m nutes ago. M.
Meadows has nentioned the lines quite often and the
concern about it falling dowmn. | was a little del ayed
getting back here and I m ght have m ssed this part of
it. | don't knowif there's been any conversation about
the towers, and she's talked a | ot about lines, but is
there -- | would suspect that the route is drawn out,
this Exhibit No. 20, it's very self-explanatory. |
appreciate it. But | don't see anywhere on here where
it shows where the actual towers wll be built. So ny
question is will an actual tower be built on her
property?

A The answer is no, there will be no structures
on Ms. Meadows' property.

Q And those that -- Any structures that there
are, how close woul d they be?

A The adj acent structures fromny recoll ection

are greater than 150 feet from her road, her access.

Q Her access?
A. Her driveway. Excuse ne.
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Q So this rendering shows that the route goes
bel i eve west kind of Iike southeast to the west
diagonally. | don't know if you can see this or not,
but I'mtal king about this transm ssion |line here. Wen
you say 150 feet from her access, you nean the actual
road but not necessarily -- just re-explain that to ne,
pl ease, to nmake sure |'mgetting it.

A | can -- For route specific questions, Kevin
Chandl er mi ght be a better person to answer. \Wat |
mean is the distance from Ms. Meadows' access to the
adj acent structures with the adjacent structures not
bei ng on her property is greater than 150 feet.

Q Ei t her side?

A Ei ther side, correct.

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you. Thank you,
Judge.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you. Any further bench
questions? Any bench questions? Thank you.

M5. MEADOWS:  Judge.

JUDGE PRRDA@ N:. |I'msorry. Yes.

M5. MEADOWS: | just wanted to point out, |
guess this was probably ny printer that did this, but it
actual ly does show the towers. That's what this 34/3
and 34/2 are on each side of ny deal.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you. | did see
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t hose.

M5. MEADOWNS: They're dark blue. They just
ki nd of blend in.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN: | saw those earlier and
ki nd of thought that they m ght be. Then | had | unch

and t hi ngs have changed.

M5. MEADOWS: | should have pointed it out.
apol ogi ze.

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. Thank you. | think I have

just a few questions.
QUESTI ONS

BY JUDGE PRI DA N:

Q M. Wiite, has Grain Belt explored the options
to nove the line as Ms. Meadows is requesting?

A | know that Grain Belt has expl ored sone
options. In discussion again wwth Kevin, | recal
di scussion with Kevin Chandler. He could answer those
I n nore detail

Q Could the line be noved?

A From an engi neeri ng perspective?
Q Yes.
A Yes.

Q What woul d be the costs and the chal |l enges and

the benefits to noving that |ine?

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N B

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R
o A W N P O © 0 N O U0 M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 124

A. Kevin Chandler will speak to nore detail that
the constraints of the itens that we consider when
routing what's inpacted fromwetl ands, to endangered
species, to people's hones, to agricultural land. So
it's difficult wthout know ng the change what that
change woul d be to approxi mate a cost.

JUDGE PRIDA N.  Thank you. | think those are
all nmy questions. Any recross based on bench questions
fromstaff?

M5. HANSEN: No, thank you.

JUDCGE PRIDGE N:  Public Counsel.

MR, POSTON:  Yes, thank you.

RECROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR POSTON

Q So is there any of these witnesses that woul d
be able to answer those questions about costs?

A. Yes.

Q Who woul d that be?

A M. Kevin Chandl er.

Q So the structures that are shown on here that
Comm ssi oner Col eman was aski ng about, the 34/2, 34/3,
are these the sane structures that are shown in your
testinony, the pole structures?

A From t he CCN?

Q From the CCN case, right.
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A Correct. These structures cone from Exhi bit
AW 3.

Q kay. And then if there were to be say a
detour that went from 34/3, 34/2, say a new pole was put
In just to the southwest of her property, would that
al so use one of these type of poles or would a turn |ike
that require sonething different?

A If there is a turn in the alignnment, page 3 of
3, Exhibit AW3, is a representation of the structure
t hat woul d be used, the typical structure for turning.

Q So it's a different type of pole?

A Correct.

Q And what is the approxi mate cost of one of

t hose pol es?

A | can't answer that at this tine.

Q Wiy is that?

A | don't have the information.

Q What is the general range of cost of poles?
A Over the last two years, the price per pound

of steel has changed, gone up and down dramati cally.

It's difficult to say.

Q Ckay. You can't even ballpark it?
A "' mnot a ball parking person.
Q So you can't sit here and say that it would be

expensive to do this?
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M5. CALLENBACH. (bjection. | think the
guesti on has been asked and answered.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: |I'mgoing to sustain.

MR. POSTON: That's all | have. Thank you.

JUDGE PRRDA N: M. Poston, thank you. M.
Meadows, do you have any questions based solely on ny
questions or on Conmm ssioner Col eman's questions?

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Judge, before she
determ nes if she does, | thought of another question
| ooki ng at notes that |'ve nade.

QUESTI ONS
BY COVM SSI ONER COLEMAN:
Q Ms. Meadows tal ked about the New Madrid fault,
which I"mvery famliar with born and raised in
Si keston, Mssouri. 1've felt earthquakes. So real
famliar wth that situation. But discussing damage
fromnatural disasters, not only earthquakes but naybe a
tornado, | was in Joplin quite often in another role |
was in after the 2011 Joplin tornado. And | saw
transm ssion poles that were ripped apart and bent over,
damaged considerably. Did | hear you say it was
unli kely that an earthquake or sonething of that sort
coul d cause significant danage?
A No. An extrene event |ike an earthquake can

cause damage to transm ssion lines. Qur objective in
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design is the reliability. And so to design it is above
and beyond the m ni nrum st andards but not necessarily for
a 500-year event. The objective is to restore it as
qui ckly as possible. So to |imt the anpbunt of damage.
Q And so your belief is that the way these
structures are designed and installed would limt the
anount of danmage that they could suffer?
A Correct. What danmage there was in an extrene
event we woul d be ready to quickly address.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you, M. White.
Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Conmi ssioner, thank you. Let
me go back and see if we have other recross based on the
new bench questions. Any questions fromstaff?

M5. HANSEN: No.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Thank you. Public Counsel

MR. POSTON: No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you. Ms. Meadows, any
questi ons based on these bench questions?

M5. MEADOWAS: | do have one question.

RECROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. MEADOWE:
Q So given Judge Pridgin asked about the cost
chal | enges and what was the third thing? | didn't get

it witten down.
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JUDGE PRRDA N: Benefits, | think. | wasn't
listening to nyself but | think that was it.
BY Ms. NMEADOWS:

Q That sounds right. O noving the |ine across
the road fromne. So just to follow up his question on
that is, and you didn't answer, would there be any
benefits of the line being south of me if it was nothing
but grass, no wetlands, no whatever else?

M5. CALLENBACH. (bjection. Calls for
specul ati on.

JUDGE PRIDA@N. I'mgoing to overrule. If he
doesn't know, he can say so.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q It just being on plain land. | nean, it's not
a wetland. It never gets wet. There's no cranes out
there or anything. It's just dirt with grass on it.

Unl ess soneone has nmade that a wildlife refuge or
whatever wwth Grain Belt, no one has told ne, as far as
"' mconcerned, there's no reason it can't be put over
there. So ny question is if there's nothing |Iike that
out there, is there a benefit of it being over there,
the line being put over there, as in it would be over
there and not on ne?

A There is no engineering difference. Wth
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regard to the route and consi derations, |
M. Chandl er,

M5. MEADOWS: Ckay. Thank you.
guesti ons.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Thank you. M.
you very much. You may step down. We'|
M. Brown is the next wtness; is that cor

M5. CALLENBACH. Yes, that's cor

JUDGE PRRDAN. M. Brown will c
and be sworn, please. |If you'll raise you
to be sworn, please, sir. Do you swear th
you're about to give will be the truth, th
and nothing but the truth so help you God?

MR. BROMN. | do.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you, sir.

ready, sir. Thank you.
JASON BROVW,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned
as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR SCHULTE:

Q Good afternoon, M. Brown. Coul
state your full nanme and title and place o

pl ease?

woul d defer to

No further

Whi te, thank
be ready for
rect?

rect.

ome forward
r right hand
e evidence

e whole truth

You may have

a seat. M. Callenbach or M. Schulte. Wenever you're

and testified

d you pl ease

f enpl oynent,
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A Jason Brown, Director of Local and Community
Affairs Invenergy, LLC

Q And what is your business address?

A. 1 South Wacker Drive, Suite 1800, Chicago,
[I1inois.

Q Are you |l ocal though to M ssouri?

A Yes.
Q But your business address is in Chicago?
A Correct.

Q Just clarifying. Thank you. You nentioned
your enployer is Invenergy. Howis Invenergy related to
G ain Belt Express, LLC?

A Gain Belt Express is an Invenergy project and
| work on Grain Belt Express.

Q Thank you. Could you please briefly describe
your educational and professional background?

A. My under graduat e degree was from Nort hwest
M ssouri State. It was in Governnent and Crim nal
Justice. M/ Master's in Public Adm nistration was done
at Drake University in Des Mines, lowa. | spent 27
years, deployed three tines, veteran, United States
Arnmy. | spent eight years as state representative in
the Mssouri legislature fromPlatte County. | spent
four nore years as the presiding conm ssioner of Platte

County. Then | have spent approximately the last 15
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years working in the energy industry, and this com ng
Novenber will mark five years | have been with I nvenergy
and on the Grain Belt Express project.

Q Thank you. How | ong have you held
specifically the position of director of |ocal and

community affairs at |nvenergy?

A. It will be five years this Novenber.
Q So you' ve held the same position all five
years?

A Correct, yes, sir.

Q I|'"'mgoing to provide you a copy of the
tinmeline and supporting docunents. |It's been marked as
Exhibit 104. It was also included with Gain Belt
Express's response to additional allegations which was
filed in this proceeding on May 21, 2025. | think
everyone one has copies now. |'d like to turnto tab A
and the header on the first page of tab Ait says
Exhibit A to Response to Additional Allegations. Do you
see that?

A Yes.

Q And does this appear to be a Tineline of
Correspondence Between Grain Belt Express and Cheri
Meadows; that's the title of the docunent. Do you see
t hat ?

A Yes.
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Q Did you contribute to the creation of this
tinmeline?

A Yes, | did.

Q WWere your contributions specific to the
entries that involve your conmunications specifically?

A Yes.

Q And to the extent of your know edge, is this
tinmeline a conplete and accurate sunmary of your
communi cations with Ms. Meadows?

A | believe it to be, yes.

Q Just as an exanple, could you |look at entry
nunber -- As an exanple, could you | ook at entry nunber
11 on the tineline?

A kay.

Q That reads June 26, 2023. First phone call
fromM. Meadows to M. Brown. M. Brown m ssed the
call but returned it 9 mnutes |later and spoke to M.
Meadows for 8 mnutes, 22 seconds. Did | read that
correctly?

A Yes, you did.

Q There's a footnote, footnote 10, and it

references Exhibit H and Exhibit |I. Do you see that
f oot not e?
A Yes.

Q And if you turn to tab H and tab I, that shows
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a call history. Both of those are versions of a call
history. Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q And have you reviewed this and ot her
supporting docunents for this tineline to confirmthat
they are consistent with your recoll ections?

A. | believe they're accurate, yes.

MR, SCHULTE: Okay. | would nove to admt
Exhi bit 104, which includes the full binder with the
tinmeline and the supporting docunents.

JUDCGE PRIDA N: Exhibit 104 has been offered.
Any obj ections?

M5. HANSEN: No obj ection.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N  Hearing none. Exhibit 104 is
adm tt ed.

(GRAIN BELT EXH BI T 104 WAS RECEI VED | NTO
EVI DENCE AND MADE A PART OF THI S RECORD. )

MR. SCHULTE: | have no further direct
exam nati on questions for M. Brown.

JUDCGE PRIDA N. Thank you, counsel. Any
cross-exam nation fromstaff?

M5. HANSEN: No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N Public counsel.

MR. POSTON: No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N:. M. Meadows.
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M5. MEADOAS: Yes. Can | go ahead?
JUDGE PRIDA N:  Yes, I'msorry. Thank you.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. MEADOWS:
Q So you just said your title was director of

| ocal and community affairs?

A. Yes.

Q Was it ever director of |land and community
affairs?

A No.

Q No. You're saying no, it was never director

of land and community affairs?

A No.

Q Do you have busi ness cards?

A Yes.

Q Do you carry them on you?

A Sonet i nes.

Q How cone | never got one?

A You had ny cell phone nunber already.

Q | didn't have your email. | didn't have your
-- | didn't know what your title was. | didn't know

what any of your information was.

A | f you had asked ne, | would have given that
to you.
Q But you don't just give themout as just
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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I ntroductory ny nane is Jason Brown, here is ny card?
A You and | already knew one another. | was
operating off the fact you knew ny nane al ready. W had

met previously.

Q Is it your belief | knew what your title was?
A | don't know what you believe.
Q Did you ever tell me your title?
MR. SCHULTE: ojection to relevance. |'m not
sure what -- W& know his title now W' ve established

that Ms. Meadows --

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Ms. Meadows, what's the
rel evance of your line of questioning?

M5. MEADOWAS: Because | thought he was a
person who could nove this Iine. So | didn't know what
his title was. He could have been janitor for all |
know. | never knew what it was. So he never gave ne a
card. He never offered a card. So | just had to go by
the fact that he was talking to ny county conm ssi oner

t hat he was soneone who could nove the |ine.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: I'Il overrule the objection
and he can answer if he knows the answer.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall if when we first
nmet at the open house in Callaway County if | introduced

nyself as director or if | just introduced nyself as

Jason. I'mfairly confident |I probably just said ny

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI

August 20, 2025 Page 136
name i s Jason Brown.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q That's how | recall it also. According to the

route selection study, Schedule AB-2 fromthe file
2023- 0017, you were listed as a nenber of the routing
team is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And what was your role as a nenber?

A | am one of about 30 fol ks that are on that
list for, quote, the routing team and what | work inis
maki ng nyself available to elected officials to answer
their questions. And when individuals |ike yourself
have a question and you ask that of your conm ssioner
and the comm ssioner asks ne to call you, | do that.

Q But you recall in this case Randy called you
on a three-way call the first tinme we tal ked and then |
had to call you the next tinme; is that your
recol | ection?

A No, ny recollection is that the first tinme we
spoke, you and | spoke at the open house in Call away
County. That's when we first net. That was one of the
requi red open houses for the hearing. There was a | ot
of information there. M role was to nmake nyself
avai | abl e, answer questions. If | couldn't, find

somebody who could. That was the first tine we net.
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And then | believe the instance you're referring to is
when | was visiting then Associ ate Conmi ssioner Randy

Kl ei ndi enst at the Callaway County Courthouse and he
brought to ny attention that he had a constituent that
had called hi mand expressed sone concerns and he asked
if I would help out with that. | said yes, and then he
turned around and called you directly fromhis office as
| was standing there. And the next thing |I knew you and
| and he were in a three-way conversation via the
speaker phone. | think it's at that point that you and
| realized that we had previously net and knew one

anot her al ready.

Q Correct. Because you didn't tell nme at the
hearing or at the public neeting that you were a
director of local and conmmunity affairs person for the
area. | just thought you were just an enployee. So
t hank you for clarifying. So as a nenber of the routing
team did you ever go out on any wi nd shield surveys or
field recons?

A In respect to nme being on the routing team |
j ust expl ai ned what ny rol e was.

Q So your answer is no, correct; your answer was
no?

A. Correct. That wasn't part of ny

responsibility. M responsibility was to nmake nyself
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avai |l abl e at the open house to hel p answer questions and
show fol ks where their property was on the maps on the
different routes that were there and nmake nysel f
available if there were any elected officials that
showed up.

M5. MEADOWAS: Judge, | have a thing | would
like for himto ook at. | have enough copies for
everyone. Do | hand that out?

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Yes, please.

BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q Have you had a chance to read it?

A This entire thing right now?

Q No, the top section.

A | have read it.

Q Ckay. So it says after the neeting all the
routing team nenbers got together and discussed it. D d
you get together wth other nenbers of the routing team
and di scuss the issue you and | had tal ked about about
this Iine going over ny property and driveway?

A Ask me your question again. You're asking ne
what about that neeting?

Q It says immediately follow ng public neetings,
the routing teamnet to review comments that were
witten on comment cards or maps, shared in

conversations with project representatives, and
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submtted online via the virtual neeting. In addition
to making the routing team aware of general | andowner
concerns about the project, these neetings provided an
opportunity to revise potential routes where feasible
based on new i nformati on provided by | andowners and

t echni cal gui dance provided by the engi neering team
Revi sions to the potential network including elimnated
potential routes are shown in the refined potenti al
routes network on map 4.

So it says imedi ately follow ng public
neetings, the routing teamnet to review comments that
were witten and shared in conversations. |'m asking
you did you have a neeting after that public hearing on
July 2022?

A Yes, there were a whol e bunch of folks there
that were at the open house. Yes, after the open house
ended, we were all still there, yes.

Q Ckay. So did you share my concern about this

line being put over ny drive, ny only entry/exit?

A You did not give ne your comment cards. So
no, | did not hold up your coment card and speak to
you.

Q It says and shared conversations. So we

di scussed it because you told ne it would take an E5

tornado to take down the line. M concern was | didn't
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like it running across ny driveway and ny lines. You
said it would take an E5. So we had di scussed ny
concerns with it being across ny drive and | had told
you that's the only way in and out of ny property.
You' re saying because you didn't have ny card in hand
you didn't discuss it even though it says in this that
you di d?

A It doesn't say that Jason Brown held up Cheri
Meadows' card and discussed it at that neeting. |If
that's what you're asking nme, that answer is no. You
didn't turn your cards in to ne. You turned theminto
one of our consultants that were there. There was a
separate table for that. You turned your card in. No,
| did not bring up your card to the group at |arge.

Q What about the part where it states, it's the
second line starts in the mddle, shared in conversation
with project representatives and submitted online --
wait a second. That's not what | wanted.

In addition to making the routing team aware
of general | andowner concerns about the project, these
meetings provide an opportunity. So ny question is, we
tal ked about this. It was on the card separately, but
we al so tal ked about it. So ny question is, basically
just yes or no, did you discuss in that neeting what we

tal ked about in person and the |ine being over ny
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property?

A W discussed a ot of things in a general
nature. There were a |ot of people that brought things
up. If | nentioned you at that neeting, | said you had
turned in a comment card.

Q Who woul d that have been that you told
specifically or was it just a group?

A Specifically a group of folks that were
standing there. Folks that were attending the neeting
fromthe conpany and fromthe consulting conpanies.

Q What did they say?

A | don't renmenber what was said.

Q What woul d the protocol been |ike? GOCkay, we
need to sit down and go through these cards and have
anot her discussion or we'll see if they conplain any
nore or where did it go after that?

A Nobody said anything |ike that, if that is
your questi on.

Q So you had that neeting, but then where did
you go fromthere?

A So it's a process and that was one of the
things that |I brought up at the neeting to you and
several other people that | talked to that very day. W
tal ked about the tineline, we tal ked about the process

and we tal ked about the project. And so what | refer to
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as, it may not be what Invenergy refers to it as, ne
with the mlitary background | have, after actions
review where we tal k about fol ks that canme through, how
many fol ks canme through, if we thought it was well
attended, things that we m ght do better to help
organi ze the roomfor the next neeting.

Q Did you talk to anyone el se at that neeting
who was in a simlar position as mne that this |ine was
going to block their only drive, their only entry/exit
to their property? Do you recall?

A | recall spending a lot of time wwth you. At
that particular neeting, | didn't have too nmany ot her

conversations that day. You and | spent a |ot of tine

on that map. | listened to you. | tried to explain
things. | know that we tal ked about the placards around
the room | know | explained the process to you, the

project, and you had a | ot of questions. And that's

what we spent a lot of tine tal king about.

Q You recall | was upset, correct?
A Yes.
Q Do you recall that it was your idea for ne to

put on that comment card for themto nove the line

bet ween nme and ny nei ghbor to the east of nme to split

the difference on -- do you have this map?
A | don't know what map you're referring to.
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Q This is the routing Iine map. You recomended
that | tal ked about we split the difference here and
that way it wouldn't take out too nuch of ny trees and
also it wouldn't be over ny drive. So that's what | put
on the comment card per your recomendati ons.

A What | remenber speaking to you about is
what ever concerns you had you should put on the comrent
card and that now was the time to discuss what could and
coul d not be done.

Q Did those cooment cards, | don't recall, did
t hose comment cards specify who we were tal king to?

A |'d have to go back and | ook at your comrent
card. | don't know off the top of ny head. You or
anybody on those comment cards can wite anything they
want on them

Q No, I"'msorry. | didn't ask that correctly.
Did ny card indicate that | had talked to you as ny
contact person or whatever there at that neeting?

A | don't know. |'d have to go back and | ook at
t he card agai n.

Q So you don't think --

A You did not fill the card out in front of ne.

THE COURT REPCRTER: |I'msorry. Wat was your
questi on?

BY MS. MEADOWE:
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Q If the card indicated who | had spoken to
there, like, for exanple, | spoke to Jason but there was

another girl there that, she | think noved aside for
him | was questioning do the cards reflect who we
tal ked to, because he's the one who gave ne the idea of
how to recomend rerouting the line. Does that make
sense?

THE COURT REPORTER  And your answer?

THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure.

M5. MEADOAS:  Your answer was you didn't know,
you' d have to go back and | ook at the card.

THE WTNESS. What's the question?
BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q Did the card indicate who we tal ked to while
we were there?

A | don't know what you wote on the card
W t hout going back to look at it right now.

Q That was his answer. So did you specifically
talk to Kevin Chandl er or anyone el se specifically about
ny concerns any tinme after that July 2022 neeting and
any other tine?

A |"msure that | have.

Q But you don't recall?

A The exact instance, no.
Q

Just if you did?
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A |"msure that | did.

Q When you cane out with Geg Smth and Jordan
Connelly, one of the first things Geg Smth said when
he got out of the car was, and G eg Smth is from CLS by
the way, was he said he asked you how you guys weren't
able to avoid ny land. Wat did you tell hinf

MR. SCHULTE: njection. That's hearsay.

JUDGE PRRDAN: I'Il overrule. He can answer
I f he knows the answer.

THE WTNESS: | heard you nmake that comrent
earlier today, and |I've been thinking about it since you
saidit. | honestly don't recall nmaking a comment to
that extent |ike --

BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q You don't recall commenting, replying back to
him comrent to that?

A. No, | do not. | don't recall himsaying that.

Q So do you renenber our discussion at all at
t he open house about you recommending ne to put on the
card about noving the |line east of nme? Do you renenber

t hat conversation at all?

A | do. We spoke for along tinme. Do |
remenber everything you and | tal ked about? No.
Q Sure.
A. | renmenber you saying you wanted it noved off
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you. | said well, nowis that tine to put that in the
comment card and | understand what you're asking and |
said nowis that time. And you know, | told you that
there were different ways to do that, you could go
online and do it. You said you didn't |ike that or
didn't always have that availability. | said well, then
there's a table. | remenber the table. It was over by
the door, if | renenber correctly.

Q It was through the doors.

A | said it's over there and that's where you
shoul d go over there and sonebody sitting at the table
will give you a cooment card to fill out.

Q | did as you instructed. Did that do
anything? D d anyone take note of that?

A You filled the cormment card out?

Q And | asked themto put it between, |ike you
said, just between the two properties so it wouldn't be

over ny drive.

A | would not agree that | told you to wite
down put it between two properties. |If you're trying to
get ne to say yes to that, I'"'mnot going to do that. |

don't think that's accurate.
Q Vell, | hadn't thought of that --
THE COURT REPORTER: WAit a mnute. You can

only talk one at a tine, you two.
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THE WTNESS: Fair enough. |f your question
I s what did sonebody do with the card, is that what
you' re asking ne?
BY M5. MEADOWS:
Q I want to know what becane of it. Dd it go

in a pile that you got to review since it was in your

jurisdiction? | assume |['min your jurisdiction or no?
A What do you nean by jurisdiction?
Q Vell, you were at the Fulton neeting and you

tal ked to the comm ssioners in the Fulton, Mexico area
or whatever. So is this the area where, for exanple,
had a problemwth the line. Are you kind of the go-to
person for this area?

A When any conmm ssi oner across any one of the
three states Phase |, Phase Il or MIC has a questi on,
they call ne and | try to answer the question for them
"' mnot sure what you're referring to as jurisdiction.
If you're asking ne if | have the authority to nove the
line, no, | do not. |'ve never told you that. In fact,
nunerous tines when you and | were speaking on the phone
|"ve explained that to you. 1've said that tine and
time again, and |I renmenber us even discussing that that
day we were out there with G eg Smth, Jordan Connelly
and nysel f and you.

Q And did you follow that conversation up with
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any emails or letters or anything stating that?

A Fol | ow what conversation up?

Q Any conversation that you told ne you could
not nove the |ine.

A Wth emails to who?

Q To nme. Just followng up. Just a courtesy.
I|"msending this enmail after our conversation today
where you were concerned about the line and | told you I
couldn't nove it or sonething to that length. D d you

ever send ne a follow up enmail?

A | don't know that |'ve actually email ed you,
have |7?

Q | don't have record of one.

A | don't think | have emailed. | think you and

| spoke a | ot by phone many tines.

Q And | had requested several data requests of
any notes or conmuni cation or anything that you or
anyone el se had that nentioned ny property and none have
been provided. So | guess you never took notes about ny
property or mentioned ny property beyond that hearing
t her e?

MR. SCHULTE: Objection. Assunes facts not in
evi dence. The witness has already testified that he did
have conversations about her property.

JUDGE PRIDG@N. 1'mgoing to overrule, let him
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answer. \Wen you get done answering the question if you
know, |I'm going to ask Ms. Meadows about how nuch nore
cross-exam nation she has, because |I'm | ooking for a
time to take a break. So I'msorry. |If you know the
answer, you can answer.

THE WTNESS: So when that request was nade,
it canme to ne via our attorney and | went through
everything I had and what | had |I turned over to him
BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q So no notes then fromany of our
conversati ons?

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. M. Meadows, do you know about
how many nore questions you have for this w tness?

M5. MEADOWS: |t depends. | have probably
hal f a page, but it depends on what his answers are.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Half a page is quite a bit.
So let's take a break. W' ve been going for quite a
while. | showthe tine to be 3:05. Let's resune at
3:20. We'll be off the record until 3:20. Thank you.
We're off the record.

(O f the record.)

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Good afternoon. W are back
on the record. M. Brown is still on the stand. M.
Meadows was questioning himwhen we took a break. So

Ms. Meadows, when you're ready to resune questioning,
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you may begi n.
M5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Judge.
BY MS. MEADOWE:
Q So you just before the break, you said that

you had told ne a fewtinmes that you weren't able to

nove the line off of me. |Is that how you worded it?
A Yes. | know you have asked that of nme or of
I nvenergy of Grain Belt project. | think just about

every tinme we've spoken you've always told ne that's
what you want. | told you every tine that | don't think
that's possible but we may be able to nove it alittle
further away from your house, that m ght be a
possibility.

Q kay. So would you have had any notes of
t hose conversations to anybody that | was continuing to
ask that question, because we spoke -- we spoke a total
of nine tinmes, seven tines by phone and two in person,
once the public neeting, once when you were at mny house.
I|"mjust curious if there are any notes of you saying
that or anything el se you woul d have nade note of
because of ny persistence of wanting this |ine noved.

A | answered that before and | said no. The
answer is still the sane.

Q kay. On August 4, 2023, you told ne that you

were going to bring a transm ssion guy out once the PSC
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has nade their position. W was your transm ssion guy
you were referring to?

A s this sonething in the tineline I can | ook
at ?

Q Uh-huh. It's |I. The last columm, |I.

A So I"'mlooking at Exhibit | and this is the
phone | og?

Q Yes. It's the one on the end.

A Ckay.

Q You see | made a note on ny cal endar at ny
home after our conversation that you told ne that you
were waiting on the PSC s decision before you were
bringi ng your PSC guy out.

MR. SCHULTE: Objection. That's not what's
reflected in this exhibit.

M5. MEADOWS: That's right. 1It's not. Ckay.
Sorry. Strike that. | thought that was the one that
said you were going to bring your transm ssion guy out.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q So do you recall --

A So is there a question? | don't understand.

Q No, I was thinking it was a different tine
that you had told ne you were going to bring your
transm ssion guy out. It wasn't from August 3 accordi ng

to those records that | have before ne. Can you tell ne
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fromthat August 4, 2023 phone conversation -- |'m
sorry. |I'mlooking at ny notes because | can't believe

that | renmenbered that correctly because it's kind of --
I ncorrectly because it's burned in my mnd. Yeah, ny
notes that | have say you told nme you were going to
bring a transm ssion guy out but they were waiting until
after the PSC s decision before noving the [ine off of
me. Is the -- | haven't |ooked through all this. [Is ny
cal endar in this booklet, Gain Belt? It was an
exhi bi t.

MR. SCHULTE: Exhibit J.
BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q Okay. | guess | just said they're, they're
wai ti ng neaning you and Grain Belt or whatever. So we
can skip over that part. Can you just tell nme if you
remenber that conversation from August 4, 2023, about
you were waiting until after the PSC s decision to cone
out to ny house -- or I'"'msorry. Wiy am| having so
much trouble? You were waiting on the PSC s deci sion
before figuring out about noving the line on ne or |ess
on ne. Do you recall that conversation?

A According to the tineline that was back here
under Appendix A, | believe that it's accurate that you
and | had a conversation in August and | know t hat

during that tinme franme | think we had tal ked about we
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didn't know what route was going to be final set and we
had a conversation to that extent. | don't renenber
prom si ng anything except we should talk after the PSC
makes their deci sion.

Q So prior to that, had | nentioned that we
needed to get this figured out or sonething to that

effect before G ain Belt sealed where this Iline had to

go?

A "' mnot sure what you're asking ne.

Q So ny contention in all this process has been
| didn't understand how the PSC worked. | don't know if
you heard earlier when | was saying to Anne, | didn't

know the route was a specific non-noveabl e path or
whatever. | thought their decision was just that
they're going to let the line be built and then Grain
Belt was kind of at their discretion to follow the
rout e.

MR. SCHULTE: ojection. This is testinony.
| don't hear a pending question.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Sustained. Yeah, | don't hear
a question either. Do you have a question for the
W t ness?

M5. MEADOAS: | was trying to explain so he
woul d understand ny question better.

BY MS. MEADOWE:
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Q When we went to August and we tal ked, you said
that you -- in the thing you were waiting on the PSC
deci sion before noving the line and I went along with
that thinking the Iine could still be noved. W
question to you is, is that how you interpreted ny
under st andi ng by going along with that that this wasn't
going to nake it that the line couldn't be noved?

A Hearing you tal k about it now versus when you
and | spoke all those different tinmes fromwhen we first
nmet at the open house and | explai ned what the project
was, the tineline and the process fromthe contact that
| know the conpany had with you, fromthe contact that
you and | had with each other, the contact that | had
Wi th you, again at the behest of Conm ssioner
Kl ei ndi enst and when we were out there on your property
with Jordan Connelly, Geg Smth, nyself and you, |
don't know how you did not understand the process
because | have explained the process to a | ot of people
over the course of this project fromDodge City all the

way through M ssouri when |'ve been asked about it, and

| don't know -- | can only explain what | know. You and
| have had this conversation | just can't even count how
many tinmes. |'mnot sure what exactly you're asking ne
ot her than did we speak on or about that date. |[|'msure
we did. And | don't take exception with that. | would
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also tell you that I would agree, and | said it before
when | was asked about this, that, yeah, | think you and
| did talk about waiting to see what the PSC made their
decision. | didn't know when that would conme. | said
it should be here in the next nonth or so, and |I'd have
to go back and | ook and see exactly when it cane out.
The date escapes ne right this second. | said we should
talk after that again and you agreed to it. |'m not
sure if that answers your question, M. Meadows. But
fromwhat you're explaining to ne --

Q You're contending that you told ne nunerous
times and | understood the process or you thought | did.
So if you feel like that was the case, then how do you
explain or what do you think ny goal would have been in
continuing to broach the subject with you that | don't
want this |ine going across ny property?

A. | think you just said exactly why you kept
telling ne what you told ne. You did not want the |line
on your property. | said |'ve always understood that
and |1've always told you that | can't nove it.

Q But you didn't tell nme that prior to that

August .
M5. SCHULTE: ojection. That's not a
question. It's testinony.
JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Sustained. That's not a
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questi on.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q So on August 3, are you saying that you told
me before that date that once the PSC nmade the decision
we coul d not nove the line off of ne?

A Yes.

Q And yet | still talked to you six nore tines
or however many tines past that date about noving the
i ne?

A If that's the nunber that we've agreed to,
then | would say yes, because | have always told you --
W have had a | ot of conversations, and unfortunately a
| ot of themwere circular in nature because | understand
your position but | explained what | could and coul d not
do and | explained the project and the process and the
tinmeline and we've gone over that many tines.

Q So if you explained that to ne nunmerous tines,
why did | keep calling you? Wat was ny question or --

MR SCHULTE: Asked and answer ed.
THE W TNESS: Because you wanted it off of
your property.

JUDGE PRIDG@N. 1'mgoing to overrule, let him
answer .
THE W TNESS:. Because you kept telling nme you
didn't want it on your property. |'ve said that before.
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| just said that a few m nutes ago.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q So you told ne every single tine that we
tal ked that you could not nove this |line but yet |
continued to call you repeatedly and have you out to ny
house regarding the topic once you had already told ne
repeatedly you couldn't nove the Iine?

MR. SCHULTE: (Qnjection. Asked and answered.

JUDGE PRRDAN:. I'Il overrule. He can answer
I f he knows.

THE W TNESS: W have had the sane
conversation | honestly cannot count how many ti nes.
And | nean that with all due respect and |I'mnot trying
to split any hairs on anything here. W've covered the
sanme ground, you and I, for along tine and | knowit's
not the answer that you want and | get that, but |I've
al ways been up front with you. 1|'ve always expl ai ned
the project, the process, the tineline, and I don't
know, sonetinmes fol ks just disagree.

BY MS. MEADOVE:
Q Okay. |Is a copy of the email in your thing or
do | need to pass this around?

MR. SCHULTE: It is. So it will already be in
the record. Wat's the date of that email ?

MS. MEADOWG:  June 17, 2024.
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MR SCHULTE: Exhibit L in the -- so the
record is clear, we're referring to Hearing Exhibit 104.
That exhibit contains several tabs and those are | abel ed
as exhibits with letters. And so within Hearing Exhibit
104 there's a tab L and the enail is contained there.

JUDGE PRIRDA@ N:. M. Schulte, thank you

M5. MEADOWS: Can | go?

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Yes, please.
BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q Can you read that email, please, Jason?

A So this is under L, so that I'mon the right
one, that is dated Monday, June 17, 2024; is that the
one that we're on?

Q Yeah.

A Jason, per our phone conversation | ast
Wednesday and your request, here are sone pictures that
| took of the proposed path through ny property. |
originally tried to send this email through ny main
email. That's redacted. But it was returned tw ce.

The second tinme | only had a note that | wasn't able to
send you pictures. I'mtrying to send this tenp gnail

-- | amtrying this tenp gmail account. | have to see

i f that option works. If it does, please add ny, |
assune that was your enmail address, to your safe centers

list and tell the transm ssion line planners/IT
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departnment to stop blocking inportant emails. Your
conpany is the only one |'ve ever had a problemwth
delivering fromthat account.

In addition to the pictures, the attached
pictures, here's also a picture of where you are putting
your line in proportion to eight houses all around ne.
Notice the center of the picture is wide open with
little or no vegetation and would clearly put the line
in a good di stance away from every house in the area
i ncluding mne. That seens |ike the nost reasonable
thing to do. This picture speaks vol unes about G ain
Belt/I nvenergy's concern --

THE COURT REPORTER: |'msorry. This picture
what ?

M5. MEADOWS: He misread before that. He
m ght want to go back and correct.

THE COURT REPORTER: If you could read just a
little sl ower.

THE WTNESS. So the second paragraph begins
in addition to the attached pictures, here is also a
pi cture of where you are putting your line in proportion
to eight houses all around ne. Notice the center of the
picture is wde open with |ittle to no vegetation and
woul d clearly put the line in a good distance fromevery

house in the area including mne. That seens |like the
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nost responsible thing to do. This picture speaks
vol unes about Grain Belt/Invenergy's concern for the
communi ty and doing what's right.

BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q Did you respond to ny email ?

A | don't believe so. | don't renmenber that |
di d.

Q So you had the opportunity to reply to this
emai | and say sonething to the effect we've al ready
di scussed this, | can't nove it, please refer to our
prior conversations and nade a note sonewhere ne show ng
pi ctures of the devastation and stuff. Do you have
copi es of any of that, Jason?

A Copi es of any of what?

Q Your notes you nmade about nme continuing to
send pictures.

A | already said | didn't nmake any notes.

Q So did you talk to anyone about this email,
receiving this email ?

A | believe | forwarded this email. | may have
forwarded this to Kevin Chandler, if | renenber
correctly.

Q What was that about, the email you forwarded?
| nmean, what was the conversation?

A. There was no conversati on.
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Q You just forwarded it with no context to it?

A Pr obabl y.

Q Is it customary that Grain Belt doesn't nmake
notes on any of its conversations so situations |ike he
said, she said that we're in now?

A Coul d I suggest that you ask Jason that
question, because | can't speak to every enpl oyee that
Gain Belt has.

Q Jason who?

A So just ask ne that question that you want to
ask nme. It's okay. Ask me. |If you're asking ne if |
regul arly nmake notes, that answer is no.

Q | want to know if it's conpany policy to nmake
not es.

A There's no conpany policy.

Q You don't have a policy that whenever a
potential |andowner gets in contact with you regarding a
possi bl e issue or safety issue wth their |and, you
don't take notes and put it in their file or anything?
There's no conpany policy for that?

A No, there's no policy that -- You and | were
dealing wth one another directly. So you and | were
dealing wth one another directly. You had filled out
your comment cards. Folks were aware -- | nean, Geg

Smth was aware with Contract Land Services that you did
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not want anything on your property. | did not take
notes every tine we spoke, because if there was an
action itemlike when prior to the neeting and you and |
had tal ked about bringing fol ks out there, one of the

t hi ngs that canme out fromthe neeting was that we were
going to get things staked, you know, you and | went
back and forth on that to coordi nate the staking of
that. Yes, | had conversations with other people. |
made phone calls stating we need to figure out howto
get this staked, let nme know what's available, but I
need to give Cheri notice ahead of tine because we just
don't want people showi ng up on her property. Yes, |
had t hat conversation with people.

Q How are you expected by -- Is Kevin Chandl er
your boss, by the way?

A He i s now sonebody that's in nmy reporting
chain, if you wll, folks that -- but at that tine, no,
he was not .

Q Okay. Who was your reporting boss then?

A At that time | believe it would have been, |
don't even know, |'d have to go back and | ook. | don't
honestly recall, but Kevin Chandler is technically ny
boss now.

Q So he doesn't -- As your supervisor, can

call himyour supervisor?
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A Call himKevin is fine.

Q So Kevin doesn't ask you or anyone el se bel ow
himor that deals with the community or deals with the
comm ssioners or whatever to take notes so you guys can
renmenber a year, two, three years down the road any of
t hese di scussions you' re having with people?

A So | don't know what Kevin does with other
fol ks who report to him No, he doesn't call nme and
tell me to take notes on every conversation | have. |
haven't done that for years, quite frankly, because when
| have a conversation with sonebody, if there's an
action itemthat comes out of that conversation, | deal
with that and then I nove on. And so the action itens
t hat arose from conversations we continued to have were
that you wanted the Iine noved off of you. | always
told you that |ine cannot just, quote, be noved off of
you. | gave you those reasons and we tal ked t hrough
that. There was no, quote, action itemthere.

But | was going to try to help, try to have
CLS neet with you, which they did, and you and | ended
up tal king and neeting and had a great nunber of
conversations at different tines.

Q Can you tell ne what a variance is?

A In the context of what?

Q Movi ng the |ine.
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A Vell, then | would tell you a variance is that
the line gets noved.

Q | don't know what it is. |'masking you. You
basically don't know either?

A | know what the word vari ance neans.

Q | know what variance neans. | nean
pertaining to this situation and noving the |ine,
there's --

A In what context? | don't understand what
you' re asking.

Q There's apparently a variance you can do with
this line.

MR. SCHULTE: (njection.

THE WTNESS: W0 is who?

M5. MEADOWS: Grain Belt.

MR. SCHULTE: Lack of foundation. The w tness
has testified that he doesn't understand the context of
variance. So if we could get the clarification on the
question, then maybe the w tness can answer.

JUDGE PRIRDA@N:. I1'mgoing to sustain. You two
are just bickering over the neaning of the word
vari ance.

BY M5. NMEADOWS:
Q | would like to know what it nmeans so | know

if it applies to ny situation, because that's a little
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out si de nmy know edge real mof the possibility that the
PSC has to, or whoever has, to get the |line noved,
because staff even asked if they had requested a
variance at one time. | read it and | still didn't
quite understand it.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. So do you have a question for
this wtness?

M5. MEADOWS: | guess not if neither one of us
knows what a variance is.
BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q So did you ever ask if there were any
alternative ways that the line could get -- you guys
could talk to the PSC to get the |line noved or you
didn't even try?

A You're asking ne if | asked the PSCif we can
nove the |ine?

Q Anyone in your organization, Gain Belt, Kevin
or your previous boss?

A. No, | did not ask anybody in Gain Belt if we
could go to the PSC and try to get the |ine noved.

Q It was just basically an open and shut case to
you; they had already ruled and it was done?

MR. SCHULTE: nbjection to the formof the
question as argunentati ve.

JUDGE PRRDA@N. | didn't really hear a
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question. Do you want to try again, M. Meadows?
BY M5. MEADOWG:

Q Vell, was that basically the end of the
di scussi on once the PSC approved the |ine, there was no
-- you weren't going to do anything further to, and
agai n because | don't know how all this works, could you
go back to them and be |ike sorry, we nmade a m st ake,

there's a safety issue involved here, we would |ike

perm ssion to nove this line or sonething, | nean, or
was it just -- maybe you don't know either. | don't
know O was it just well, the PSC has ruled this is

the route we have to stick to, too bad if she's
concerned about it burning her house down or whatever,
It is what it is.

A First of all, I never, honestly have ever
taken that attitude that you just portrayed or tried to.

|'ve never treated you that way.

Q Tr ue.
A OGkay. Thank you. | appreciate that. Wen
the route was determ ned by the PSC, | inforned you of

that and | have always held and said that we may be able
to nove the line a little further fromyour house but at
the sane tinme |'ve always said that we can't just
summarily nove it off of your property. That's not

sonmething we can do. And | nean, I'mnot trying to be
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argunentative, Judge. |I'mnot trying to be
argunment ati ve, Conmm ssioners. And Cheri, you know |I'm
not trying to argue with you. This is the sane
conversation that you and I have had for a long tine
NOW.

Q Yeah, we have different versions of it, and
because you have no notes and | trusted that you could
nove the |ine because | did not understand the process
and | disagree that you told nme that you did, that's
neither here or there. | have just a couple nore
questions for you.

So on a couple of occasions | asked you why

Gain Belt Express targeted ny land. You told ne, and

["m quoting, | don't know. Do you renenber telling ne
t hat ?

A | remenber telling you that we didn't target
it.

Q But you don't renmenber telling me that you

didn't know why they targeted ne?

A | don't know why you feel that way. | can
hear what you think and what you're tal king about. But
we, quote, didn't target your land. W haven't
targeted, quote, anybody's land. W strive very hard to
treat all |andowners the sane. There's a |ot of work

that goes into routes in this entire process. Honestly,
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| take sonme exception wth you the phrase of the
question why did you target ne. Well, you' re nmaking the
assunption that we did. | will tell you that we did
not .

Q So you' ve seen this map?

A Can | step up and grab it, sir.

MR. SCHULTE: Could you identify that if it's
an exhibit? Is it previously in evidence?

MS. MEADOWS: Staff DR 0003, Attachnment A.

MR. SCHULTE: Wi ch has been, just for the
clarity of the record, that's been entered as Exhibit
20.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Thank you

M5. MEADOWS: | believe so.

THE W TNESS: Your question was have | seen
this?

BY M5. MEADOWS:

Q Between this and the map that | sent you that
wasn't even attached to there, I'mnot sure where it is,
but you see I'mthe only house. There's these houses
over here. They've cut off the ones down there. You
see I'mthe only house in this one-mle stretch of road.
So the fact that my one little tiny piece of property
couldn't be avoi ded woul d make one think that you guys

specifically tried to go across ne to avoid the cow
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pasture or whatever.

MR. SCHULTE: njection. | don't hear a
question. | just hear testinony from M. Meadows.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Sustained. Do you have a
questi on?
BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q So when | asked you why ny | and was targeted,
you're saying it was not targeted and basically that's
just howit worked out with the line; is that the
summary of it?

A VWhat | would say is that not only did we not,
quote, target your property. W, quote, targeting isn't
one of the things that are thought about when routes are
put together. | just -- You weren't targeted. | don't
know how el se to say that.

Q kay. So do you have several other
| andowners, property owners, residential people that
have basically ny situation, just really |long driveways
and you just had no choice but to go across it with they
only had one entry/exit and you just had to do it?

A | don't know how many roads or driveways we
crossed wth the entirety of Phase I.

Q But no one in a situation simlar to mne has
reached out to you that they weren't confortable with?

A. There have been fol ks that have not wanted the
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line on their property in different places across
counties in both states but.

Q "' masking specifically in a situation |ike
m ne where | have a narrow piece of property with a
super long driveway, no other way to get out, how nmany
peopl e have you worked with like that? To ne that's
kind of a special circunstance than, say, exanple ny
nei ghbors down on the end here on 231, they live right
on the road. So you know, they have no safety issues or
whatever with their driveway whereas | have no ot her way
off ny property or energency services in or out either.
So I'mjust curious was that just ne conplaining or you
just didn't have anyone el se that had that particul ar

situation that was contacting you?

A | don't know how many driveways we crossed on
the project or roads. | don't have a total for that.
Q | reached out to you, but did you have anyone

el se reach out to you that doesn't want their driveway

crossed, specifically their driveway?

A To nme personal |l y?

Q Uh- huh.

A No.

Q Just me. GCkay. OCkay. At one point | also

asked you how thick the wires were and if nmy car with

ei ght-inch ground cl earance could drive over them Do
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you renmenber that conversation? That was one of our
| onger ones.

A. Yes, | renmenber you asking that question.

Q Did you ever find out how big those wires are
or did you already know and you just didn't want nme to
do it so you wouldn't tell ne?

A. The latter question you just asked ne, the
answer is no, | didn't already know, | didn't w thhold
anything and | didn't lie to you.

Q But you wouldn't want nme to drive over a
transm ssion |ine probably?

A | woul d not want anybody to drive over a
downed wire period regardless if they were in a nonster
truck or they were in a Honda Accord that was two inches
off the ground. No matter who it is, where it's at, |
think it's a very, very bad idea to drive over any line
that's laying on the ground period, nmuch | ess how high
your car is, and | think | explained that to you when
you asked ne that and made that.

Q No, you didn't. Again, if nmy drive is bl ocked
and soneone in ny househol d needs energency services, |
woul d |Ii ke to know how big those |ines are because |
know for a fact ny car has 8 inches of ground cl earance
and if | need to drive over that line, as long as it's

not over 8 inches, | would probably try it.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N B

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R
o A W N P O © 0 N O U0 M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 172

MR, SCHULTE: (nbjection. Not a question.

M5. MEADOAS: | just want to know what's the
wire dianeter?

THE WTNESS: | don't know.

M5. MEADOAS:  You don't know. Ckay. |'m
done, Your Honor.

JUDGE PRIDA N.  Thank you. Do we have any
bench questions? Chair Hahn.

QUESTI ONS

BY CHAI R HAHN:

Q Good afternoon. M. Brown, in M. Meadows'
opening testinony | think she nentioned that naybe the
first tinme you visited her property her summati on was
that how did you all not avoid this place were your
remarks. How do you recall your remarks and is that
accur at e?

A. | don't recall the remarks, and | don't
believe that's accurate.

Q Ckay. Have you been the primary person to
work with Ms. Meadows on her siting concerns?

A Yes, | would say that |'ve probably spoken
with Ms. Meadows nore than -- as much or definitely
probably nore than anybody el se in the conpany, yes,
ma' am

Q kay. Ms. Meadows had provided, | don't know
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what nunber it is, 85 of proposed alternative |ine that
basi cal |y does go onto, as she's described, her
alternative route which would go onto an alternative

| andowner's property. |If you were to reroute the |ine
on that alternative | andowner's property, if that

| andowner were even interested, apparently there's a
pond bel ow. Can you describe that pond?

A. Unfortunately | don't think | can. | think,
Comm ssi oner, Chairwoman, sorry, | think perhaps Kevin
Chandl er is probably a better person to ask that
question of when it conmes to those types of constraints.

Q Thank you. Do you know anythi ng about if
addi ti onal towers would have to be constructed as a
result of that |ine noving sonmewhere else or is that
also a M. Chandl er question?

A | think that's probably a better question for
M. Chandler, yes, na'am

Q Al so may be a question for you or
M. Chandler. M. Meadows has described this driveway
as her only ingress and egress to her honme. Are there
any other hones simlarly affected along Grain Belt
where the only ingress and egress is bel ow t he GBX?

A | don't know the answer to that question. And
| don't want to put M. Chandler in a spot where he has

totry to figure that out right nowin the back of the
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room | don't know. W have a line that covers
hundreds of mles between Dodge City, Kansas and all the
way here into Mssouri and down into Callaway County at
McCredi e substation. So |I'msure we crossed a nunber of
driveways. | don't know that we -- | just don't know.

| don't know what that answer is.

Q kay. As the line currently stands, it goes
in front of Ms. Meadows' house but behind -- either
behi nd or beside other homes in that area. |If you were
to nove the |ine as she's proposed, what is the foot
differential between the house that woul d now see the
back of the line and the front of the Iine from M.
Meadows' house? So you nove it basically further in the
backyard of one house. |'mlooking at M. Chandler.
Maybe he's the right person to ask.

A | wish | could answer. Sonme of these | feel
badly that | can't, but this is honestly outside what |
know. And | don't know what that footage is plus or
m nus. M. Chandl er probably knows.

Q Sounds good. |'mgoing to keep asking you
You can keep telling ne to ask M. Chandler. |[|'m not
going to mss ny opportunity to ask. How many
| andowners have you mcrosited or addressed their
| andowner concerns by noving the |ine sonewhere el se on

their property?
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A | don't know the nuneric nunber of how many
I nstances we've done that, but | know that we have tried
to work with many | andowners to help alleviate or |essen
their concerns inside their property where the line is.

Q Have you in any of those instances you can
think of noved it, let's say, 600 feet?

A | don't think so. | think that's a pretty big
nunber and woul d probably get us outside the route.

Q Ckay. If you were to -- | think fromthe past

CCN O der Gain Belt is allowed to mcrosite; is that

correct?
A That's ny understandi ng, yes, ma'am
Q If you had to traverse a new | andowner's

property, that may not be mcrositing; is that correct?

A That's nmy understanding that we're not all owed
to actually introduce new | andowners is ny
under st andi ng.

Q Under the current order unless you notify the
Comm ssion; is that right?

A W're probably way into sonme -- |'mnot an
attorney and |I'm by no neans an expert. For where
you're asking ne, and | wish | did know the techni cal
answer there, but there's several people in the room
that are a lot smarter than | that can answer that,

ma' am
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CHAI R HAHN: That happens to ne all the tine.
Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you, Chair Hahn. Any
further bench questions?

COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL: Just one, Judge.

QUESTI ONS

BY COWMWM SSI ONER M TCHELL.:

Q You nentioned that in a conversations with M.
Meadows you explained to her that you were unable, |
| magi ne that when you say you were unable, that Gain
Belt was unable to nove the |line and you expl ai ned the
reasons why they were unable to nove the line. Can you
enuner ate what those reasons were now?

A | nean, we are -- once the -- Once you all
give us the route that we can't introduce, how do I want
to say it, we can't put the line onto sonebody el se that
hasn't -- that isn't previously part of it. I'm
probably not being real clear here. Were she's al ways
wanted that |ine noved to, what she's explained to ne is
just nove it, quote, over here, just get it off of ne,
and we sinply can't do that. And that's what |'ve
expl ained to her that we have sone -- we can probably
make sone adjustnents inside and get it further away

from her house, but we couldn't just put it on sonebody
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el se altogether that was outside of the route.
COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL: Gkay. Thanks. |
think I'll save ny foll ow up when we get to
M. Chandl er.
THE WTNESS:. Sorry, sir.
JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Comm ssi oner, thank you. Any
recross based off of bench questions fromstaff?
M5. HANSEN. No, thank you.
JUDGE PRIDA N Public counsel.
MR. POSTON: Yes. Thank you.
RECROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR POSTON
Q This was just the last |line of questioning you
got. You said you can't nove it off of her property.
I s that based on what you think your limtations are
based on the CCN O der?
A. Yes, that's ny understandi ng.
MR. POSTON: Thank you.
JUDGE PRIDG@ N: M. Poston, thank you. M.
Meadows.
M5. MEADOWS: Thank you. Sorry for the del ay.
RECROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. MEADOWS:
Q Jason, can you tell nme when Kevin Chandl er

becane your boss on this or your contact person
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regardi ng when you started notifying himabout ny

concerns wth ny property?

A. It's been very recently that he just becane
technically ny boss who | would report to. | nean --

Q Can you give ne any sort of a tinme frane?

A. | "' mthinking sonewhere in the last 30 to 60
days. It hasn't been -- It's been within the quarter.
| could go back and figure it out at sone point. |It's

been very recently.

Q So prior to Kevin Chandl er, have you thought
of who the other person was you were tal king to?

MR SCHULTE: |'mgoing to object. This is
not based on Conm ssi oner questi ons.

JUDCGE PRI DA N:  Sust ai ned.
BY M5. MEADOWE:

Q So going off of Comm ssioner Hahn's questions
that you weren't able to answer as far as this |ine,
nmoving it across the neighbors if they were okay with
it, is it your understanding that you can just do it,
nove the [ine?

A You' re asking ne a hypothetical. So
hypothetically I don't think it's -- | don't think so
that we can just, quote, nove it.

Q | f the property owner across fromne is okay

wth it and there's no wetl ands or what ever?
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A Right. Again, it's a lot of hypotheticals

here. | don't think it's as sinple as you're alluding
to.

Q | don't understand how any of this works at
all. So Il don't knowif it is as sinple as that

| andowner, because | know originally they were contacted
but then they weren't contacted for sone reason or
whatever. So | was just wondering if you know if they
were to agree to it just without having to go through a
new permtting process or whatever if that's sonething
that you guys could do, especially given | guess you
have to nmaybe possibly add a pole or do sonething
different. So your answer basically is you don't quite
understand the process either it sounds |ike exactly.
A | don't think it's as sinple as you nake it

out to be. That would be ny answer to your question.

M5. MEADOWS: (kay. Thank you. That's all |
have.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Ms. Meadows, thank you.
M. Brown, thank you. You may step down. M. Chandl er
| believe is the final Gain Belt wtness; is that
correct?

MR. SCHULTE: Yes, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. Could you cone forward and be

sworn, please. M. Chandler, if you'll raise your right
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hand to be sworn, please. Do you swear the evidence
you're about to give will be the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth so help you God?
MR. CHANDLER | do.
JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you, sir. Gain Belt,
when you' re ready.
MR. SCHULTE: Thank you, Judge.
KEVI N CHANDLER,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and testified
as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SCHULTE:
Q Good afternoon, M. Chandler. Could you
pl ease state your full nane, title and enpl oyer for the
record?
A Kevi n Chandl er, Senior D rector of
Transm ssion Public Affairs for |nvenergy.
Q What i s your business address?
A 1 South Wacker Drive, Suite 1500, Chicago,
[I1inois 60606.
Q Coul d you pl ease descri be your educational and
prof essi onal background?
A Yes. | have a Bachelor's and Master's Degrees
fromthe University of North Carolina at Chapel HIIl. |

have been enployed with |Invenergy supporting

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI

August 20, 2025 Page 181

transm ssi on devel opnent for the past three years.
Prior to that, | worked for Apex C ean Energy supporting
el ectric project devel opnent for six or close to seven
years, and prior to that | worked for various nonprofit
or gani zati ons.

Q Thank you. How | ong have you held the
position of Senior Director of Transm ssion Public
Affairs at |nvenergy?

A | believe since April of this year.

Q And what was your position i mediately prior
to that?

A Director of Transm ssion Business Devel opnent.

Q And what were your responsibilities as
Director of Transm ssion Business Devel opnent ?

A | generally hel ped nmanage transm ssi on proj ect
devel opnent associated wth the Gain Belt Express,

i ncludi ng serving as devel opnent |ead for the Tiger
Connect or.

Q You held that position during the routing
process and CCN anendnent process?

A That's correct.

Q And did you testify as a witness during the
CCN proceedi ng which as a rem nder is Case No.

EA- 2023- 00177
A | did.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 182

Q Coul d you please rem nd us what G ain Belt
Express requested at a high level in its application to
amend the CCN in that case?

A. Yes. The CCN anendnent sought to rel ocate the
M ssouri converter station fromRalls County to Monroe
County and to relocate the AC connector line fromthat
county to Monroe, Audrain -- and to relocate the Tiger
Connector line to Monroe, Audrain and Call away Counti es.
It al so sought to construct the project in two phases.

Q Thank you. Did the application include a
proposed route for the Tiger Connector?

A Yes.

Q VWre you involved in the devel opnent of that
rout e?

A Yes.

Q Coul d you pl ease el aborate on your invol venent
I n the devel opnent of the route for the Tiger Connector?

A Yes. As the project devel opnent |ead, |
oversaw the routing process and hel ped nmanage the public
outreach and execution of the public open houses, as
wel |l as being involved in the regulatory filing and
serving as a witness in the proceeding.

Q Thank you. Could you tell us who CLS, which
stands for Contract Land Staff, could you explain their

role in the routing process?

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 183

A Yes. CLS is the |land agent group that
oversees right-of-way acquisition for Gain Belt
Expr ess.

Q Did you have responsibility for overseeing the
work of CLS as it relates to Gain Belt Express?

A Predom nantly as it relates to the Tiger
Connector, yes.

Q Thank you. And you -- Actually do you have a
copy of Hearing Exhibit 104 with you on the stand?

A No.

Q "Il get you one. Could you turn to tab A of
that exhibit?

A "' mthere.

Q And the title of this docunent is Tineline of
Correspondence Between Grain Belt Express and Cheri

Meadows; do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q Did you contribute to the creation of this
tinmeline?

A Yes.

Q And | discussed certain portions of this
tineline wth M. Brown. Wre you in the hearing room
for that discussion?

A Yes.

Q And he testified that he was responsible for
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the portions of the tinmeline that involved his
communi cation with Ms. Meadows. Do you recall hearing
t hat ?

A Yes.

Q There are other entries on this tineline, for
exanple, entry 1 that discuss notice letters nailed to
all landowners, public neetings where all |andowners
were invited. That's tineline entry nunber 3. Letters
-- or contact from Contract Land Staff, CLS. That's
tinmeline entry nunber 7. Tineline entry nunber 8 refers
to a standard easenent offer to Ms. Meadows that was
sent by CLS. Are you famliar with all of these
timeline entries?

A Yes.

Q And are they accurate in your opinion?

A Yes.

Q And those tineline entries also include
supportive docunents which are in the tabs B through P
Are you famliar with those supportive docunents and are
t hose accurate copies of the letters that are di scussed
in the tineline?

A Yes.

Q Thank you. Now, regarding the subject of
routing, are you famliar with WP and Andrew Burke?

A. Yes.
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Q And what was WBEP and Andrew Burke's role in
the routing process?

A W5P is a firmthat we contracted with to
oversee the routing process for the Tiger Connector from
a technical and data collection perspective. They do
transm ssion line routing and they were the contract
support for that.

Q And M. Burke filed testinony as part of the
application to amend the CCN in the CCN proceeding; is
t hat accurate?

A That's accurate, yes. M. Burke was the
project director for WSP for the Tiger Connector routing
process.

Q And you're famliar with the fact that his
direct testinony included a route sel ection study that
was referred to as Schedule AB-2 in that proceedi ng?

A. Yes.

Q " mgoing to hand you a copy of that Schedul e
AB-2. Are you famliar wth the contents of this study?

A Yes.

Q Is the study publicly available on the
Conmm ssion's website?

A Yes.

Q Is it also accessible through the Grain Belt

Express website?
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A Yes.

Q And just for the record and for the judge,
this was one of the itens that was adm ni stratively
noticed at the beginning of the hearing. It is a
schedul e attached to the direct testinony of Andrew
Burke in the CCN proceedi ng.

JUDGE PRIDG N: Thank you, counsel
BY MR SCHULTE:

Q So in order to provide sonme context for how
Gain Belt Express arrived at the route that crosses M.
Meadows' property, could you please turn to the
executive summary whi ch begins on page 8 of 877

A "' mthere.

Q Coul d you read the openi ng paragraph of that
executive summary? |I'msorry. Let's not do that.
kay. Actually could you go to the third paragraph of
t he executive sunmary and read starting with the goal in
sel ecti ng?

A Yes. Do you want ne to read the entire
par agr aph?

Q Yes, pl ease.

A The goal in selecting a suitable route for the
project is to mmmze inpacts on the natural, cultural
and human environnent while avoiding circuitous routes,

extreme cost and nonstandard design requirenents. The
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routing team eval uated the advant ages and di sadvant ages
of the potential routes based on the established routing
criteria and inventory of |and use, environnental and

cultural factors along each of the routes and additi onal
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| ocal knowl edge and past experience. Less favorable
potential routes were elimnated and three alternative
routes A, B and C were retained for further
consi derati on.
Alternative route Ais approximtely 34.4

mles Iong and woul d be constructed to parallel an
exi sting 69 kV transm ssion |[ine or 28 percent of its
route. Alternative Route Bis approximately 35.8 mles
| ong and woul d be constructed as a conbi ned green field
and parallel route option. Alternative route Cis
approximately 34.8 mles |ong and woul d be constructed
to parallel an existing 345 kV transm ssion |ine or 22
percent of its route. Each alternative route presents
certai n advantages and chal | enges when conpared to the
ot her routes. Likewse, all routes carry with them
certain risks related to | and use and property issues,
e.g., proximty to residences wthin 300 feet of their
respective center I|ine.

Q Thank you. And is it accurate that
alternative Route B was sel ected as the proposed route

for the application?
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A Yes.

Q And sorry to nake you keep reading, but could
you turn to the next page and read the reasons for the
sel ection of that alternative?

A This iterative assessnent of the advantages
and di sadvantages of the three alternative routes
resulted in the routing teanm s selection of alternative
route B as the proposed route. The sel ection was based
on the follow ng alternative Route B advantages, crosses
the fewest total parcels and has the fewest nunber of
resi dences within 250, 300 and 500 feet of its center
line, utilizes the greatest |ength of parcel boundary
paral l el thereby mnimzing inpacts to agricultural
activities, e.g., cropland, cultivation, pivot
irrigation, requires the |east inpact to water resources
by spanning the fewest nunber of streans and crossing
| ess wet| ands and Federal Energency Managenent Agency,
FEMA, floodplain. Substantially mnimzes the overall
tree clearing acreage of all routes. The routing team
bel i eves that the cunul ative social, environnental and
financial inpacts associated with constructing
alterative route B wll be |less than any ot her
alternative route.

Q Thank you. G ve ne one nonent. Could you

pl ease next turn to page 16 of 87 of the routing study.
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A Yes, |'mthere.

Q And this section is titled Routing Guidelines.
Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q What were or are the routing guidelines for
t he Ti ger Connector?

A The general guidelines are listed in 2.31.
Woul d you like ne to read the guidelines?

Q No, just an overview of generally what they're
trying to acconplish.

A Yes. So for the general guidelines, the
overall goal is to mnimze inpacts to the Belt
environnent, to cropland cultivation, to cultural,
sensitive cultural and environnental sites, anong ot her
things, mnimze wetland and water body inpacts,
mnimze tree clearing, and then froma technical
perspective we are trying to develop a route that is
safe and efficient and technically feasible from an
engi neeri ng and construction perspecti ve.

Q Thank you. Could you please now turn to page
18 of 87.

A Yes.

Q Wre you in the hearing roomwhen Ms. Meadows
was testifying and aski ng questions about the w nd

shield survey?
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A Yes.

Q Do you see at Section 2.4.2 on page 18 a
section titled Field Reconnai ssance?

A Yes.

Q Coul d you read that paragraph, that first
par agr aph under that section?

A. Sure. Prior to field reconnai ssance, sone key
features such as residences, out buildings, recognized
pl aces of worship, ceneteries and commercial buil dings
wer e mapped based on publicly avail abl e buil ding
footprint data augnented by aerial inmagery
Interpretation. In April, June and July 2022, routing
t eam nmenbers conducted wi nd shield surveys of the
conceptual routes and potential routes from public
roadways and conpared observed features to data
contained in the G S database. Were exigent features
differed fromthe G S data, this occurred nost
frequently where buil dings had been constructed or
denol i shed since the 2020 i magery was col |l ected. The
G S data was corrected either via a tablet running
Esri's (phonetic spelling) field map application or via
a laptop running ArcA@ S Pro and supported by realtine
gl obal positioning system GPS, |ocation tracking.

Q Thank you. So is it a fair summtion to say

t hat the purpose of the wind shield surveys were to
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confirmwhat you were seeing on the G S data?

A That's accurate.

Q Prior to the wind shield surveys, was the
routing teamable to see the nature of Ms. Meadows'
property fromd S data?

A Yes.

Q Are you aware of any reason the w nd shield
survey woul d have nodified the team s eval uation of Ms.
Meadows' property other than confirm ng what you al ready
knew?

A No.

Q VWre you in the hearing roomwhen Ms. Meadows
was asking M. Brown about the comment cards that were
received at the public neetings that occurred in July
20227

A Yes.

Q How many comment cards, if you know, were
coll ected during that public neeting process?

A | don't know a specific nunber. | believe it
may be captured in one of the filings somewhere in the
docket, but | think it was in the dozens.

Q Do you know what was done with those comrent
cards, how they were eval uated and incorporated into the
routing study?

A Yes. So after the public neetings and
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comments were collected both at the public neetings and
t hrough our virtual open house, the routing team net as
a group at WoP's office in St. Louis and we reviewed the
comment s agai nst nmaps of the route segnents and we

eval uated comments individually and | ooked at the
suggestions that were contained there and eval uat ed

whet her adjustnents to the route segnents were

appropri ate or feasible based on those conmments, and
ultimately the adjustnments, nmany of the adjustnents are
captured in the routing study that was filed by WSP and
noted and ultimately they inforned the routes that were
evaluated and ultimately submtted to the Public Service
Conmi ssi on.

Q You nentioned that you thought the conment
cards were in the record in the CCN case; is that right?

A | thought they m ght be.

Q |''mgoing to hand you a copy of your testinony
and schedules fromthe CCN case and this is one of the
docunents that was adm nistratively noticed at the
begi nning of the proceeding. Thank you. At the front
page of what |'ve handed you, it describes your
testinony and it lists several schedules and there's a
Schedul e KCG-2. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Could you turn to Schedule KC-2, part 5 of 5.
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Schedul e KCG-2, part 5 of 5.

A Yes.

Q I s that where those public comment cards
resi de?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Thank you. Just wanted to nmake sure

the record was clear in case anybody was | ooking for
those. M. Meadows introduced an exhibit, it's Exhibit
No. 30, earlier today and it was Grain Belt's response
to staff DR 3. | assunme you don't have a copy of that
with you on the stand?

A No.

Q W'l get you one. This was a prior admtted
exhibit, Exhibit 30. If anybody needs an extra copy, we
have them But if you already have them we won't pass
It out again. Have you seen this DR response
previously?

A Yes.

Q Are you the sponsor of this response as
I ndicated in the verification section?

A Yes.

Q Exhi bit 30 actually does not include the
attachnment. Do you see at the bottom of the response it
refers to an aerial map attached hereto as Exhibit A?

A Yes, | have an aerial nmap here.
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Q Ckay. Your copy does. I'mgoing to hand you
what's been marked as Exhibit 20 in this case. lgnoring
the difference in the print quality, do those appear to
be the sane maps?

A Yes.

Q So Exhibit 20 in this case is the Attachnent A
to your response to staff DR 3 and the response itself
Is Exhibit 30. Just want to nmake that clear.

A That appears so.

Q Coul d you read the first couple of sentences
of your response?

A When devel opi ng the Tiger Connector route
t hrough the area, the routing teamwas constrained by
the properties to the west and south of Ms. Meadows.
| medi ately to the west of Ms. Meadows are nmultiple
resi dences and agricultural buildings on the east side
of County Road 232. These structures --

Q Stop there. | just want to nake sure that
everyone renmenbers County Road 232 was a typo. Was that
I ntended to say County Road 2317

A Yes.

Q Thank you. You can continue now.

A These structures limt Gain Belt Express's
ability to enter the parcel south of Ms. Meadows across

County Road 260 in a manner that would avoid Ms.
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Meadows' property without placing the line closer to
anot her honme than the line currently is to Ms. Meadows'
house. Avoi ding both the structures on County Road 231
and Ms. Meadows' property would involve placing a
turning structure on the property imediately to the
west. However, this property appears to be in
agricultural use in general routing practices to avoid
when possible placing turning structures in the mddle
of agricultural fields. Placing a structure there may
also lead to increased tree clearing and though this
woul d nove the line fromM. Meadows' property it would
al so require inpacting a new | andowner and potentially
take the line closer than is preferable to a pond on

t hat | andowner's property.

Q Thank you. Since we've cone this far, go
ahead and finish your response.

A. Farther south from Ms. Meadows' property,
Grain Belt Express is constrained by the need to enter
the points of interconnect AECI and M SO substations
fromthe north. 1In this area, the general alignnent of
the route attenpts to support this goal while mnimzing
agricultural inpacts and tree clearing and maxi m zi ng
residential distance.

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you. | would like to

display a large map which is just a bigger version of
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Exhi bit 20. Judge Pridgin, does the w tness have
perm ssion to | eave the witness stand and point to itens
on the map?

JUDCGE PRIDGE@ N Yes.

MR SCHULTE: Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: That's perfectly fine. He can
use the m crophone at the podiumif he needs to speak.
That woul d be great.

BY MR SCHULTE:

Q Ckay. Thank you, M. Chandler. | can see
| ooks |ike the canera is pointing at the map. | can see
where you're pointing as well and the Conm ssi oners and
t he Judge can see directly. Could you please just using
this map -- | guess before | open it up to a general
expl anation. Could you confirm there was di scussion
about the blue dots that are |abeled 33/4, 34/1, et
cetera. Are those indeed potential tower structure
| ocations?

A Yes.

Q Thank you. Could you now using this map as a
visual aid explain sonme of the routing constraints in
t he area?

A Sure. So for this section of the Iine com ng
in fromthe north we had been foll ow ng a nunber of |

bel i eve property boundaries and section lines. There's
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a need to conme in this direction because ultimately in
this general area below the map we are turning south to
enter -- to align the transmssion line to enter the
AECI and M SO substations. The Tiger Connector ends at
one point and then it branches off and there is a
substation owned by AECI generally a little bit to the
west of the end of the line and then there's a M SO
substation that | believe is in construction a little
bit to the east. And so | think it's also inportant to
note that the original route that was approved by the
Public Service Comm ssion was actually about a hundred
-- the center line was about 94 feet farther north as is
noted I think el sewhere in the record of this conplaint.

In response to Ms. Meadows' concerns, we did
shift the line farther south to be away from her
property. So that center line is 94 feet farther south
from her residence than the original.

Q Real quickly I just want to confirmthat
94-foot shift south, that is within the authority that
was given to Gain Belt Express in the CCN Order?

A. Yes, that's right. 1In the order w thout
quoting directly | believe our authority to mcrosite is
wi thin 500 feet of the approved center |ine provided
that we do not | eave the parcel or inpact a new

| andowner. And so within the context of mcrositing we
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were able to make this shift. In this area here, from
the closest point of the line to Ms. Meadows' property
-- to Ms. Meadows residence is not actually on her
property. It is over here. It is | believe

approxi mately 840 to 850 feet away from her residence on
t he nei ghboring property. At this point here it is
approxi mtely a thousand feet away. | say approxi mtely
because |'m not sure of the exact footage off the top of
ny head. So at this point the line is relatively equal
di stance between the residential structure here and her
residence. It is slightly closer to her residence. |
think it's just over a thousand feet here. So our
options if we were to try to cone farther south to be
of f of her property, our options would be either to
shift the alignnment of the line farther south earlier in
order to maintain the straight |ine approach to avoid
nore turning structures and to avoid placing those in
agricultural fields. Doing so would actually -- we
woul d have to conme south of this existing barn
structure. And so that would place the line
significantly closer to this residence here. It would

I ncrease tree clearing requirenents on this property in
all likelihood. It would also, if we continue that
straight [ine approach, it would increase tree clearing

requirenents to the south of Ms. Meadows' property.
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It would also take us closer to this pond. |
know t he pond has cone up a couple tines in discussion.
It is a factor that we think about when we're routing
transm ssion lines in general. |It's preferable to not
be close or adjacent to |arger standing bodies of water.
It's not a primary routing consideration, but it's one
of the routing considerations that we take into account
when we are deciding howto shift or mcrosite a |line.

The ot her option could conceivably be to add a
turning structure in this general direction to orient
south. Again that would involve placing the two pol e
turning structure in the mddle of this agricultural
area. It would still take the line closer to this
residence. | don't know exactly how nuch closer it
would take it. And the tree clearing and potenti al
environnental sensitivities associated with going here
and then farther south would still be a factor as well.
And in both of those scenarios, we would have to shift
the line onto a | andowner who does not currently host
the line on their property which we don't believe would
be in violation of the requirenents of the CCN

Q Wthin the tree |ine on the property to the
west of Ms. Meadows, is there water there? |s there a
streanf

A Yes, yes.
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Q Okay. Does that factor into the routing
constraints as well?

A | nmean, to sone extent we have to cross it in
any scenario. So | don't know how major of a factor it
Is, but it's sonething we would [ ook at. W would | ook
at whether an angle, a changed angl e of approach, the
change of angle woul d change anythi ng about t hat
crossing or whether structure placenents woul d nmake a
difference. But | don't knowthat it would be a mgjor
factor.

Q Are there other houses along the Tiger
Connector that are -- You nentioned that you said where
It crosses her property is about a thousand feet and at
Its closest point did you say how close it is to M.
Meadows' property?

A | believe about 840 feet.

Q Ckay. Are there other houses along the Tiger

Connector that are closer to the center |ine than 840

feet?

A Yes.

Q Do you know approxi mately how many?

A There are nore than one. | believe there are
two within 500 feet of center line. | don't know how

many are closer or between 500 and 840.

Q Fair enough. GCkay. Do you have anything el se
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to add with regard to the routing constraints?

A Not at this tine.

MR. SCHULTE: kay. | have no further direct
questions then for this wtness.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Thank you. W may -- You may
need to get back up and answer questions |ater by the
map. Let ne see if we have any cross-exam nation from
staff. Ms. Hansen.

M5. HANSEN. No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: M. Poston, public counsel.

MR. POSTON. | do. Thank you.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR POSTON:

Q You may see this one com ng because it was a
question |I had asked one of the prior wtnesses. Again,
this is an attorney trying to design a transm ssion
route line. Wien | look at this map that you were just
tal king about, there's the two structures 34/2 and 34/ 3.
Could it not be where you just dropped the Iine straight
south from 34/2, straight west from 34/3 and then
connect themthere? Wat would be the problemw th that
type of a change in the route?

A | believe that would invol ve placing
addi ti onal dead end structures potentially at 34/2, 34/3

and there would be a new structure to connect them So
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that's a | ot of heavy angles in one place which we |
think froman engi neering and desi gn perspective try to
avoid. Those structures would be in the agricultural
fields which again we try to avoid when possible. And
it would still inpact an additional |andowner who does
not currently have transmssion |ine on their property.

Q VWhat is a dead end? Can you expl ain what that
I s7?

A | just think really just referring to those
heavy angle structures. So the diagranms that M. Wite
showed earlier today, the Tiger Connector standard
structure is a single nonopole and for those heavier
angl es there would be the two nonopol es approxi mately 30
feet apart side by side. Really those are tw ce as
I npactful froma | and use perspective as the standard
si ngl e nonopol e.

Q What is the price difference between those,
cost difference?

A | think I can generally ballpark. As
M. Wite nentioned, the price of conmmpdities going into
it goes up and down. | think in general you should
assune that the average structure could be around
$200,000 and | think for this heavy angl es probably
three tines that. That's a factor of you have two poles

and there's nore steel involved and nore foundati on.
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Q When you say "heavy angle,” what does the
angl e have to be to nake it a heavy angl e?

A | amnot an engineer. | believe generally
over 20, 20 degrees, but don't quote ne on that.

Q Are you aware of any attenpts to reach out to
t he | andowner to the south? Did you inquire about
whet her they woul d have any problens with the Iine on
their property or structure?

A W have not. W have not spoken with that
| andowner about that parcel, no.

Q Do you know if they were initially notified of
this whole project? Wuld they have been originally
recei ved notice of this?

A | can't recall if they received notice for
that particul ar parcel.

Q And then what you pay to a | andowner for
agricultural land, is that higher than what you woul d
pay to soneone |ike Ms. Meadows that does not have an
operating farnf

A No. Qur paynent structure is uniform across
the project. So per the -- inthe CCN, it's detailed
t hat | andowners receive 150 percent of fair market val ue
for the right-of-way area for the transm ssi on easenent.
They have the option to also potentially choose 110

percent fair market value plus a $6,000 per structure
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addi tional paynent. And when receiving the easenent,
| andowners are presented with both options and obvi ously
they' Il typically -- they'Il choose which is the nost
financially lucrative.

MR POSTON: | think that's all | have. Thank
you.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. M. Poston, thank you. M.
Meadows, before | give you the chance to question
M. Chandler, I'mgoing to go out of order just a little
bit and | et Chair Hahn ask sonme questions and then you
can ask M. Chandl er questions afterwards if you'd |iKke.
Chai r Hahn, when you're ready.

CHAI R HAHN:  Thanks, Judge.

QUESTI ONS

BY CHAI R HAHN:

Q Good afternoon, M. Chandler. You kind of
heard ny series of questions before. So I'magoing to
try to go through themas nmuch as | can recall. Are you
aware of any other properties that are inpacted by GBX
that where the |line goes across the only point of entry
and exit of the property?

A | can't speak to the entirety of Phase |. |

do know that there are two ot her properties on the Tiger

Connector where the |ine does go over the driveway. In
t hose cases, | do believe that's the only dedi cated
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entry and exit point.

Q kay. Ms. Meadows provided an alternative
route which is slightly different than what you had kind
of , you know, roughly illustrated at the map you all
have di splayed. Her map has the sane starting point
with a different ending point and you don't have the
endi ng point of this Iine where she has | ocated a tower
on soneone else's property at the end point. [|'m
referring to map alternative line 8.5 proposed
alternative route of Tiger Connector |line that she has.
And so I'mcurious, it's closer -- it wuld be south of
34/ 3 on your map like a further continuance. There's a
tower there. Well, it's not shown on your map but |
assune it's there. And then a direct line south where
you say it wll connect to AECI and M SO substati ons.

It has a different point of interconnect for that
particular line. |s there a reason why you can't nove

where it's interconnected on that property?

A | apol ogi ze, Chair Hahn. | think w thout
seei ng her proposal I'mhaving a hard tinme picturing it.
Q It's hard for me to figure out where it's at

in the record because it's |abeled under mne as 8.5
proposed alternative |ine.

M5. JOHNSON: Can | show you this?

CHAIR HAHN: Thank you. Yes, that's it.
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THE W TNESS: Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: I'msorry. |Is this already in
evi dence by chance?

M5. JOHNSON: It's not in evidence yet. |It's
t he suppl enental docunentation that's in the docket. It
canme in wth Ms. Meadows' supplenental report, |
bel i eve.

MR SCHULTE: Wth staff's suppl enent al
report?

M5. JOHNSON:  No.

CHAIR HAHN: | woul d ask sone ot her questions

right now, but they may be legal in nature.

al ways make it a Comm ssion exhibit.

M5. JOHNSON:  Sorry, Judge. Let us make

a chance to look at it and then we'll offer it.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you

copies for everybody to be looking at it right now.

can certainly get them

guesti ons.

BY CHAI R HAHN:

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: If perhaps the party wanted to

offer that into evidence at sone point or if not, we can

sure

we understand exactly which docunent it is and they have

MS5. JOHANSON: | don't think we have additi onal

e

CHAIR HAHN: It's okay. Let ne ask different
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Q Under the original -- or under the Tiger
Connector CCN, is it your understanding that Gain Belt
can do mcrositing?

A Yes.

Q And what are the requirenents for mcrositing?

A | believe the requirenents are we are
permtted to mcrosite on the property up to 500 feet
fromthe original center Iine so long as it remains on
t he sanme property and does not inpact a new | andowner.

Q If it did inpact a new | andowner, under the
CCN ny understandi ng was that the Comm ssion woul d deem
to be notified. |s that your understanding or no?

A It's nmy understanding that we are not
permtted to i npact a new | andowner not on the original
route.

Q kay. Thank you. So if as Ms. Meadows has
proposed noving the line conpletely off her property,
how many feet would you have to nove the line? | think
| recall perhaps 600 feet; is that right?

A Yes, it's greater -- | believe it's greater
t han 500.

Q Ckay. So in order to do what Ms. Meadows is
proposing, it's your understanding that Gain Belt
doesn't have the authority fromthe Conmm ssion to

actually nove the line off of her property conpletely?
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A That is correct. It's ny understandi ng that
we do not have the authority to nove the line off her
property conpletely if it inpacts a | andowner who i s not
previously a part of the project.

Q Last tinme you were here for the CCN case you
were asked, | think it was by Comm ssioner Hol sman, have
you accommodat ed ot her | andowner concerns noving the
line to different places on their property. Do you
recall that? | nean, that wasn't the exact question but
it was the gist of it.

A | think I recall the gist, yes.

Q At the tinme you couldn't recall of any
speci fic exanpl es of where you had nade such
accommodations. But that was two years ago. Can you
gi ve ot her exanples of where you have noved the |ine on

ot her people's property to accommopdate their request?

A On the Tiger Connector specifically?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q Can you gi ve exanpl es?

A So we have -- There are places where we have

noved the line to mnimze inpact to agricultura
operations. So | can think of at |east one scenario
where we have shifted the line closer to the property

boundary to get it farther out froma field. W have
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made m nor shifts to | believe accombdate, plan to do
agricultural infrastructure on properties. Again, we
have made a shift on Meadows' property in particular to
maxi m ze the di stance fromher residence to the extent
that we feel we can with the CCN

Q Ckay. | think Ms. Meadows may have even asked
previously if the line could be noved north of her
house. Have you all evaluated that alternative and
woul d that inpact any |andowners that have not been
gi ven previous notice?

A It would not inpact |andowners who have not
been gi ven previous notice, but it would substantially
I ncrease the inpact to | andowners on either side of M.
Meadows. | can talk through that if you would |ike.

Q That woul d be great.

A So in order to go on the north side of the
house, we woul d have to turn let's call it here from
this 33/4 structure. You are substantially increasing
t he anount of trees that would need to be cleared to get
over on the north side of the house and to get through
this area you're introducing additional tree clearing.
And | believe we counted four additional turning
structures woul d be needed that are not already there.
This one here and additional turning structures to turn

south here. This would also require us to run this line
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directly through this agricultural field. So really
substantially increasing the inpact on the agricultural
operations on this property as well. And because this
Is well outside of the 500 feet granted by the CCN, |
bel i eve there may be procedural issues in addressing
that with both of these | andowners as well.

Q Thank you. Appreciate that.

M5. JOHNSON:  Chair Hahn, sorry for the
interruption. W have located it in the docket and
Gain Belt has had a chance to | ook at the map that you
were indicating that the witness now has. |f you want
to ask your questions.

CHAI R HAHN:  Thank you. | appreciate that.
BY CHAI R HAHN:

Q So Ms. Meadows has an alternative route. Do
you have a copy of that?

A s it this?

Q That one, right. So it may be npbot because it
woul d go on a | andowner's property that is greater than
500 feet and | understand that and the fact that you may
not have the | egal authority under your current CCN to
construct this line. |If you did have the |egal
authority, how many additional structures would this
take. Talk to nme sort of about the inpact of this

proposal .
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A | think this is somewhat simlar to one of the
scenarios | wal ked through earlier. So | do think this
putting aside the fact that it does inpact an additional
| andowner and so that takes the CCN process concerns,
you know, | cannot say how many additional structures it
woul d require. Potentially one additional turning
structure where it forks off. | don't know that there
woul d be a substantial difference in the total nunber of
structures required. You would potentially be | ooking
at sonewhat additional tree clearing in the area. Not
being able to neasure that, | can't say that for sure.

Q kay. So the primary reason why Gain Belt
has not chosen Ms. Meadows' alternative is primarily CCN
| egal authority?

A | think that is a major factor. GCenerally the
| dea of not increasing inpacts to neighboring | andowners
in the process, this line still would bring the line --
this reroute still would bring the Iine sonewhat cl oser
to the residence that is on the east side of H ghway
231. | can't say specifically how nuch cl oser just
| ooking at the map, but | think there's still that
principle in play when considering reroute requests. W
try to not use those as an opportunity to increase
| npact on ot her | andowners to satisfy requests for

certain | andowners unless there's, yeah.
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CHAI R HAHN:  Understood. Thank you. | think
that's all ny questions. Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Chair Hahn, thank you. This
| ooks to be an opportune tinme to take another break. |
know we' ve been going for a couple hours. Then we'll
| et Ms. Meadows cross-exam ne M. Chandl er when we get
back frombreak. 1'd like to take about ten m nutes.
If we can go back on the record at 5:15. Thank you very
much. We're in recess until 5:15.

(O f the record.)

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: We're back on the record.
When we took a recess, | believe we were at the point
where Ms. Meadows wanted to cross-examne M. Chandler.
Ms. Meadows, any questions?

M5. MEADOWSG:  Yes.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Wen you're ready.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q M. Chandler, are you famliar with the
M ssouri Constitution Bill of R ghts, Section 27?

A No.

Q It states that all constitutional governnent
is intended to pronote the general welfare of the
people; that all persons have a natural right to life,

i berty, the pursuit of happiness and the enjoynent of
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the gains of their own industry; that all persons are
created equal and are entitled to equal rights and
opportunity under the law, that to give security to
these things is a principal office of governnent, and
t hat when governnment does not confer this security, it
fails in its chief design. That's what the M ssouri
Constitution Bill of R ghts, Section 2 says.

MR SCHULTE: (Objection. There's no question
and the wtness answered he's not famliar with that.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Sustained. Do you have a
question, M. Meadows?

M5. MEADOWASG:  Yes.
BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q Are you from M ssouri ?

A No.

Q kay. Are you concerned or would this have
been an inpact on your decision to go across ny property
I f you had known about this?

MR. SCHULTE: njection. Calls for a
hypot heti cal .
JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Could you ask the question
again, Ms. Meadows.
BY M5. NMEADOWS:
Q I f you had known about this constitution --

Bill of Rights in the Mssouri Constitution, Section 2
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and the rights that it was granted ne, would you stil
have routed this -- chose this route for consideration

of the PSC across ny property?

JUDGE PRRDA N I'll overrule. He can answer
i f he knows. |If not, he can say so.
THE WTNESS: | don't think | understand the

qguesti on.
BY Ms. MEADOWS:

Q G ven that our constitution in Mssouri states
that it's the PSC s duty to protect citizens and all
that from-- would you like a copy of this? Do you need
it?

M5. MEADOWS: Should | have offered this?
JUDGE PRI DA N:  No.
BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q It states that their job is to take care of
the people. The PSCis a governnent body. M question
Is, if you had known that that that was in our
constitution and you cane to the PSC asking to endanger
ny life and property and limt the enjoynment of it now
fromthis line, would you have noved the |ine?

MR. SCHULTE: | object. It's an argunentative
question. It calls for speculation. And to the extent
it calls for a |l egal conclusion, that woul d be anot her

basis for my objection.
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JUDGE PRI DA N. Sust ai ned.
BY MS. NMEADONS:

Q Do you recall the email that | sent you on
July 12, 20247

A Yes.

Q It's on --

MR. SCHULTE: It is in the record as Hearing
Exhi bit 104.
BY M5. MEADOWS:

Q It's Nin this folder here. Do you have this
bl ue one?
A Yes, | have that one.

MR SCHULTE: It's tab H.
THE WTNESS:. Sorry. \What was the date?
BY Ms5. MEADOWS:
Q I"mlost. In my book, it's N. You're saying

MR SCHULTE: No, | was m staken. Wat's the
dat e?
THE WTNESS: | have it here. It is tab N,
July 12, 2024.
BY MS. MEADOWE:
Q Yes. Does that |ook famliar or do you recall
it?

A. | recall receiving it.
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Q Do you recall reading it?

>

Yes.
Q Do you mnd reading it now?

MR, SCHULTE: It's in the record. So if
there's sonmething in particular that we want to
highlight. 1I1t's a very long enuil.

JUDGE PRIDA N. Do you have any questions?
BY MS. MEADOWS:

Q Ckay. So | went over ny numerous concerns
with this. Ws there anything in there that gave you

any pause?

A. Sorry. |I'mjust reading the email again.
Q That's fine.

A No.

Q |"msorry. You said no?

A No.

Q Did you | ook at any of these links that |

provided of transm ssion lines falling?

A No.

Q You didn't click on a single one of then?

A. No.

Q Did you | ook at the pictures of ny property?
A Yes.

Q And had you seen pictures of ny property or

been to ny property prior to this July email ?
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A | believe | had seen pictures of your property
prior to this email. | have not visited your property.
Q So you didn't do a wnd shield survey or any

of the recons; you weren't involved in any of those?

A No.

Q Ckay. So in this email and in these |inks |
poi nted out how even though Aaron Wite, | think that
was his nane, | apol ogi ze, even though he testified that
you guys go above and beyond on your poles and all that,
does it not give you any pause for concern that |
provi ded nunerous links of these lines still falling?

A No. As M. Wite testified, transm ssion
lines falling is an exceedingly rare event and there are
transm ssion |ines throughout the Belt environnent. |
think they are typically operated and desi gned safely.

Q And you understand that typically don't fall,
or unlikely to fall, does not equate to inpossible?

A Yes.

Q kay. Did | understand when you were
testifying that you evaluated ny |and after the conment
card at the public neeting? Did | understand when you
answered that correctly?

A | would say we eval uated your conment as we
eval uated all comments together and eval uated the

routing, the final routing process on the basis of
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comments and general routing principles.

Q So what was your conclusion after you
eval uated ny comment card?

A. | don't recall making a specific conclusion
about the comment, about your specific conment. |
generally think that in the area and with the chosen
route, when we are evaluating a transmssion |line route,
we are evaluating that against the entirety of the |ine,
the entirety of the | andowners inpacted and we, you
know, we are naki ng deci sions based on those general
routing principles holistically.

Q So the good of everyone else is okay for ne to
be sacrificed is basically what you' re saying?

MR. SCHULTE: (bjection, argunentative.
JUDGE PRRDA N:  I'Il sustain.
BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q So it's your opinion that even if you do
believe there's a risk, you don't feel like it's great
enough to warrant noving this |ine?

A | don't believe there is a -- | don't believe
there's a risk, there's not a risk that is inherently
greater than anywhere else | think as denonstrated in
M. Wite' s testinony here and in the earlier docket
gi ven the engineering standards to which we are

designing and building the line. The risks are
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incredibly small for a failure of the type that you're
di scussi ng.
Q But you understand it's still a risk? No
matter how small a risk is still a risk?
MR. SCHULTE: (njection. Asked and answered.
JUDGE PRIDA@ N. Sustained. W' ve been over
it's a small risk but still possible. W've been over
that several tines.
BY MS. MEADOVE:
Q Are you aware that this line's proximty to ny

home was never an issue wth nme unlike just having it

over ny drive was? | never brought up I didn't want it
near ny home. | only brought up | didn't want it over
nmy drive and ny existing electrical line. Wre you

aware of that?

A. | amnot aware of the totality of your
comments off the top of ny head.

Q Ckay. So Jason Brown testified --

A "' m | ooking at your comment form which says
you don't want it on, over, near ny property fromthe
open house. So | think we took that to nmean that you
did not want it on the property.

Q Wul d you agree that ny land is unique or ny
property is unique?

A. In what? | don't know that | understand the
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cont ext .

Q The size, the layout, the long drive, the
electrical line, no entry/exit, no close nei ghbors.
Wul d you call it a unique situation, unique piece of
property as opposed to the neighbors that live half a
mle away?

A. | would say it is certainly shaped different
t han t he nei ghboring properties. | don't know to what
extent it's unique in the context of |land use in the
ar ea.

Q So you've seen a |lot of properties that only
have one entry/exit, no other possible way out?

A | amnot typically evaluating properties for
the nunber of entry and exits and ways out of the
property.

Q So what exactly is your role as a, because |
understand you're a nenber of the survey routing team or
whatever. So could you tell nme what your exact role is
In that?

A Yes. | was the project director for Tiger
Connector project. As part of that, oversaw the routing
process and ultimately the early stage devel opnent of
the project until | switched roles earlier this year.

Q That's when you said you becane the business?

A Senior director of transm ssion public
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affairs.

Q And you said April on that, correct?

A | believe so.

Q So back when this was kind of ongoing with ne
and back and forth with Jason, your title was project
director of the Tiger Connector?

A My title was director of transm ssion business
devel opnent. As part of that, one of ny roles was
over seei ng devel opnent of the Tiger Connector.

Q Ckay. How close did you work with Jason? |
know you weren't his supervisor he said until just
recently. How close were you working with himback in
2022, '23?

A Rel atively cl osely.

Q Did you guys speak daily, weekly, nonthly
about anything to do with people's, |andowners' concerns

Wth their property?

A | would say we generally spoke every week or
every other week. It was not always or even often about
| andowner concerns. | believe your property was the

only one that he was intimtely involved in.

Q And i f anyone el se had had a problem who
woul d they have needed to contact?

A. So other folks present at the neeting at your

house were Greg Smith with CLS and Jordan Connelly on
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t he devel opnent team For the nbst part, nost
| andowners are interfacing wwth CLS on a nore regul ar
basis. They have the ability to also speak with nenbers
of the devel opnent team as needed. It's not necessarily
unusual for Jason to speak with the | andowner as
sonebody who's in and around M ssouri. But the primary
interface for the nost part is with Contract Land Staff.

Q So the CLS person is technically who | shoul d
have been working with on possibly getting the |ine
noved? Am | understanding you correctly?

A No.

Q | thought they just did easenents like if
just wanted to get noney for nmy land. That's how I
understood their role was. Are you saying that's not
the case? Can you clarify that?

A CLS role is to oversee the easenent
acqui sition process and act as an interface with
| andowners and they are able to bring mcrositing
requests or any nenber of the project team such as Jason
is able to bring a mcrositing request which is then
eval uated by the project team and approved based on
general devel opnent principles whether it is -- again,
whether it is feasible froman environnental or
techni cal perspective and to the extent that it doesn't

| npact additional |andowners or adversely i npact
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nei ghbori ng | andowners. As a rule, we don't want to rob
Peter to pay Paul in the sense that we don't want to --
I f every | andowner who did not want the line on their
property or wanted it noved, if that is going to
negatively inpact a neighboring | andowner, you run the
ri sk of cascading inpacts down the line which is why we
are typically evaluating mcrositing requests within --
we want to be incredibly mndful of |andowners. W want
to work with landowners to the extent possible. W
recogni ze that they have unique views of their property
but at the sane tine we are evaluating it against those
nore technical criteria as well as to what does that do
to the entirety of the line which is howultimtely we
were able to make a 94-foot shift farther south from
your residence as a result of those conversations.

Q Did you know that | wasn't even aware that you
mcrosited fromone spot, | assune that's what it's
called, that you mcrosited fromone spot to another?

A Yes, | believe we were in the process of
wor ki ng through that mcrositing request and there was
di al ogue t hroughout the summer of 2024, at which point
you filed conplaints with the M ssouri Public Service
Comm ssion and the Attorney General of M ssouri at which
poi nt we were advised to cease comuni cati on while those

I nvestigations or cases played out.
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Q Is that why you didn't respond to ny email or
you just don't normally respond to emails from
| andowner s?

A | think at that point when we received the
email we were discussing it as a teamand | cannot
renmenber off the top of ny head when the conplaint --
the conplaint, it's open here, it was received on July
16. Shortly after receiving the enail .

Q And instead of replying back and saying we're
sorry since you filed a conplaint we've had to turn it
over to, whoever you turned it over to, the PSC or your
attorneys or whatever, that's not customary for you
guys, because Jason never replied to ny email either and
you didn't send an email either. |Is there no -- | guess
| just don't understand why no one told ne what was
goi ng on or why they weren't respondi ng or where we were
at anywhere on this. | was confused because | had
trouble even getting the email to go through. | wasn't
even sure that you got it.

In a case |ike that, especially when |
mentioned like in Jason's case |'ve had to try this
twice now, | know you weren't his supervisor at the tine
maybe. Do you not have sonething in place where you at
| east as a courtesy reply to enails to the people who

have legitimate, like ne, I'ma person being affected by
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this against ny will and | have legitimte concerns and
you guys couldn't even bother to send ne an email to |et
me know we got it, we hear you, we can't do anything
about it or we've turned it over to whoever, anything.
| nmean, you guys just didn't even care to respond. So
"' mwondering is there no protocol or sonething for
staying in contact with | andowners when they reach out
i ke that?

A Wien we receive communication from | andowners,
It's our practice to evaluate the conmunication and it
typically takes, because we are working with our
devel opnent teans, our engineering teans, our
environnental permtting teans, other folKks,
transm ssion line routing for better or worse is
incredibly conplex. It does often take us tine to
eval uate what we're hearing and what we're readi ng and
It's not possible for us to respond directly imedi ately
and then again four days |later when the conplaints --
when we received notice of the conplaints fromthe AG s
office, and | can't renenber, well, it m ght be here,
but the MPSC as well, again we were advised to hold off
on further conmunication while those processes pl ayed
out .

Q Jason's email was sent before yours and he

didn't respond either. According to the code of
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conduct, all comuni cations with | andowers and
occupants should be factually correct and nade in good
faith. 1'd al nost argue that the code of conduct
I ncl udes how you treat custoners who are reaching out to
you with concerns or whatever. | nean, if you read your
email and his email, they're both basically saying the
sane t hing.

MR SCHULTE: (Objection. |It's argunentative.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  You're certainly testifying.
Do you have a question?
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q Vell, ny point is both of themwere basically

t he sane i ssue about ny concerns and to ne they
warranted a response and neither one of you responded
and I''mwondering to nme that should fall under the code
of conduct how you treat people whose |and you're taking
and in ny case life you're potentially destroying with
this Iine and you can't even be bothered to send an
emai | back and your conpany is okay with that, there's
no protocols for that, especially when you' ve told the
PSC that you're going to follow all these things?

MR. SCHULTE: Renew ny objection.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: I'mgoing to overrule. He can
answer if he knows. | think we've plowed this ground
quite a bit.
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THE WTNESS: |'msorry you feel this way. |
woul d just |look at the tineline of comruni cation between
Ms. Meadows and Grain Belt and note that she enail ed
Jason on June 17, 2024, and then Jason attenpted to call
her on July 10 but she declined the call and she enuil ed
nyself on July 12. And then she called and left a
voi cemail to the project |ine.

The next day we received the letter fromthe
AG s office regarding the conplaint. That was the |ast
-- so July 10 is the last record of attenpt, which he
did attenpt to reach out to Ms. Meadows after receiving
that email.

BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q Do you recognize the tineline in howit's Kkind
of cascading with | sent Jason an email and he didn't
respond and you didn't respond. And so | don't know
t hat anyone is going to respond. So then | had to take
t he next steps which were the PSC. | enmiled the
Comm ssioners. | didn't even know that wasn't all owed.
| emailed the Attorney General because | wanted sonmeone
to help ne. So if you look at the tinelines there and
stuff, you'll see you guys to ne had a duty to respond
tonme in atinmely manner regardi ng these issues.

MR. SCHULTE: | apol ogize that | keep

obj ecting, but we do need to get to the questions and |
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think these are argunentative. So | wll object again
as an argunentative statenment as opposed to a questi on.

JUDGE PRRDA@N:. And | will sustain again. |If
you have questions, you may ask, but you're sinply
testifying and arguing.

BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q Are you aware of the letter that Andrew
Schulte sent to Polsinelli Law Firmon July 30?7 |
don't know if it's in their thing or not.

A | mean, Andrew works for Polsinelli. So |I'm
not sure thereis a letter fromhimto the office.

M5. MEADOWS: Do you guys know if that letter
to the Attorney General is in your book here anywhere?

MR. SCHULTE: It is referenced in the tineline
as entry nunber 32 and the footnote refers to Gain Belt
Express's response to formal conplaint Exhibit B. So it
was filed in this docket. It's not an exhibit. But it
was filed in the docket.

M5. MEADOWS: Can | just read the section of
the letter and ask himif he agrees with this or is
aware that it was sent.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Ask ne that again, please.

M5. MEADOWAS: Can | read himjust a section of
that letter? Sorry. Can | ask Kevin if he agrees or

aut hori zed this section that Andrew wote to the
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Attorney Ceneral ?

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Pending an objection. | nean,
| don't have a problemwth it. |If |I get an objection,

["11 rule on it.

MR SCHULTE: | don't have an objection.

M5. HANSEN. Staff doesn't have an objection.
BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q So on page 2 of this letter that Andrew sent,
Andrew Schulte sent the Attorney General, he says Gain
Belt Express is commtted to considering reasonable
reroute proposals, proposals fromlandowners, wll
respond in witing to reroute requests and wll track
and follow through with its obligations to | andowners.
And then it goes on to say while the route selection
study sought to mmm ze inpacts on | andowners, sone
| npacts are unavoi dable. And so ny question to you is
was this what you conveyed to himor were you aware of
it or did he do this on his owm, Andrew wite this
letter to the Attorney General ?

MR. SCHULTE: Actually I wll object to the
extent that this requires divul gence of attorney-client
privilege material.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Sustained. | don't want to
get into anything privileged.

BY Ms. MEADOWS:
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Q But according to this, you guys follow through
in witing to reroute requests which | never received
and al so you guys track and follow through with its
obligations to | andowners and | feel |ike responding to
emails should fall under that. So I don't know, is that
still sonmething you're objecting to himanswering if
they're allowed to or this was his --

MR SCHULTE: [|f the question is sinply
whet her - -

M5. MEADOWS: Is this the conpany's policy or
was this --

MR. SCHULTE: |If that's the question, | don't
have an obj ecti on.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q Is it the conpany's policy then that while the
route selection study sought to mnimze inpacts on
| andowners, sone inpacts are unavoi dable? [|'msorry.
That's not the one. That Gain Belt is commtted to
consi dering reasonabl e reroute proposals from
| andowners, will respond in witing and wll track and
follow through with its obligations to | andowners. So
Is that -- | guess ny question is that wasn't done. So
| guess where did the ball get dropped here or who
shoul d have been followng up with ne or witing ne a

reroute request? Is it you, Jason, ny |and guy, who?
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MR. SCHULTE: Could we get one guestion at a
time? | think you intended to ask whether that was the
conpany's policy to respond in witing to reroute
requests?

M5. MEADOWS: | feel |ike the question was
maybe a little too broad and confusing. So | wanted to
narrow it dowm to was it Jason, because | was working
with him was it his responsibility? Was it the CLS
person because they were the one in charge of the
easenent stuff, routing, rerouting stuff also, or who
shoul d | have been expecting follow up through or
whatever? | sent emails to two people. So who should |
expected, and | guess | neant G eg too, who should I
have expected to get back with ne?

THE WTNESS: At the end of the day, it is the
proj ect devel opnent teams job to review and approve
mcrositing requests. And had we -- And ultimately that
I s communi cated wi th whoever is nmanaging the
relationship with the | andowner. | think had we not
begun the conplaint process, it is likely that you woul d
have recei ved comuni cation on a mcrositing shift from
Jason or a menber of the CLS team

Q Ckay. Now, are you aware, | guess you have it
in front of you, that | nmet with himin March?

A. Yes.
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Q And by July I hadn't heard back from anybody
about anything fromour neeting in the mcrositing of,
what did you say, 94 feet or whatever?

MR. SCHULTE: | object that it msstates the
record. There were several conmunications between March
and July of 2024.

JUDGE PRIDG@N: 1"l sustain.

BY Ms. MEADOWS:

Q Ckay. So when did rerouting requests nornally
get sent after it's discussed on soneone's property?

A It's difficult to place a tineline for the
m crositing process. Again, as nentioned, it can
sonetines be fairly conplicated in that we have to have
a certain level of design on the transmssion line in
order to make informed decisions and that often requires
conversations within the engineering group, occasionally
wi th our outside engineering firnms and we sonetinmes have
to have nore clarity on what the routing would | ook Iike
on either side of the property. [|'mnot saying any of
that was the case necessarily here. But it is not an
overni ght process to be able to mcrosite on the
property and it can be iterative as well.

Q So you don't have |ike say ny nei ghbor next
door wanted a mcrositing request, you don't have a

typical |ike 90 days, 60 day, whatever, anmount of tine
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t hat you get back on those?

A Qur approach is we are typically in close and
regul ar communi cation with | andowners throughout the
devel opnent process and there's no typical time frane
for when a mcrositing request can be approved or
denied. Again, it is quite often dependent on
engi neering constraints and other itens and so we try to
stay in regular conmunication with | andowners and yeah.

Q | didn't know that you guys did rerouting
requests, wote rerouting requests, so that was news to
me. But is that sonething that you woul d have --
sonmeone woul d have let ne know that it's on the way or
we're working on it and we should have it to you in the
next six nonths or whatever, because let's use the
exanple of | was wanting to build a barn on ny property
and | wanted to reroute the line a little bit and | Kkind
of had a deadline for it. Wuld that be a case where
you woul d nmake sure you had it done in whatever tine
frame for me or is it just you guys when you get it done
you get it done, there's no ever tine?

A. | don't think | understand the question.

Q Vell, had | wanted to build a barn where
you're wanting to put this line and | told Jason or
whoever, told Jason that | needed to know because | had

to put a deposit down by a certain date, would you guys
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have worked with ne to get that reroute request to nme in
time or it is what it is?

MR. SCHULTE: Objection as to -- It's a
hypot hetical that is not relevant. So I'll object on

t he grounds of rel evance.

JUDGE PRRDA N I'"Il sustain.
MR. SCHULTE: | would like to just ask the
wtness, if | may, well, I'"'mnot sure how long this

questioning will go on and |I'm not sure what
M. Chandler's travel arrangenents are, but it's
possi ble that we may need to take a recess to address
travel arrangenents given that we are well past 5:00
p.m and | know that people had flights and things that
they may need to address.

THE W TNESS: |' m okay.

MR. SCHULTE: GCkay. Thank you.
BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q Wre you aware that at the end of this letter

M. Schulte said Ms. Meadows has filed a conplaint at
the MPSC raising the sane concerns included in her
conmplaint filed with your office as the agency with
exclusive jurisdiction regarding the certification and
siting of electric transmssion lines. The MPSCis the
proper venue to address Ms. Meadows' concerns. W

request that your office direct Ms. Meadows to address
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her current and any future concerns directly with Gain
Belt Express or to the extent with the MPSC. So are you
famliar wth Andrew directing ny conplaint instead of
to the AG to the MPSC?

A Yes.

Q Because then when | directed it to the MPSC,
they tried to get it dismssed a nunber of tinmes. So
there's a little bit of contradiction in what you guys
want people to do and then allow themto do | guess. |
just -- | wanted to be heard. | wanted people to,
whoever it was, the AG the MPSC or whatever to just
know that this was out there existing and that seens

i ke --

MR. SCHULTE: The notion -- | object to the
ext ent.

M5. MEADOAS: |'m done, |'m done.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Any further questions, M.
Meadows?

M5. MEADOWA5: Yes, | have a couple nore.
BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q Can you tell nme what was it about the property
south of ny land that nmade ny |l and a better |ocation?
Did you already cover that earlier that it was just
bei ng a straighter route?

A " mnot positive. |'mnot positive |
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under st and what specifically you' re asking for.

Q Wwell, for exanple, the |and south of ne, and
"' m not tal king about the land that's sort of to the
right of ny property. |'mtalking about the |land with
the pond on it. Can you see |like the |ight green and
dark green difference or whatever. So ny question is as
far as that goes. It would have even barely have been
on himif you had gotten not on my property. So |I'm
just wondering was there sonething el se about that
property other than the pond or whatever, | nean,
because it seens |ike |ooking at it, there would be no
bul | dozi ng, there would be no anything else. Ws there
just sonething on there that you didn't want to try to
navi gate or whatever?

A | think as | nentioned earlier the primary
constraints in that area had to do with the residenti al
and agricultural structures on the east side of H ghway
231. And so to maintain a straight route through that
area and avoi d your property would require us either
getting significantly closer to the residence sort of at
that intersection on 231 or to place a turning structure
in the mddle of the agricultural field and turn south
and in either scenario we would wind up taking the line
significantly closer to those structures, increasing

tree clearing and introduci ng a new | andowner, a new
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previously uni npacted | andowner to the process.

Q So it really wasn't that there was anythi ng
wong with that land; it was basically everything el se.
And al so you keep calling that ag | and. Wat do you

mean by that exactly? The turning structure on the ag

| and, because it's a cow pasture. | don't know if you
know that or it's still ag land if it's a cow pasture or
soybean field. | don't know if you guys classify those
differently or not. So that's a cow pasture there. |'m

wondering what's with the turning structure and not
being able to do that there?

MR. SCHULTE: | object as asked and answer ed.
The wi tness has expl ained nunerous tinmes the routing
constraints.

M5. MEADOAS: | don't know what a turning
structure is. Wiy is it so different? It |ooks |ike
it's smaller to ne if anything.

JUDGE PRIDA@N. 1'mgoing to overrule, let him
answer if he knows. |If not, he can say so. | think the
questi on was what he considered ag | and.

THE WTNESS: Typically we view ag | and as
|l and that is in sonme formof agricultural production.

BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q Crops or cows you neani ng?
A. Yes. | nean, | think the routing constraints
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are typically tighter in areas that have cultivated
production but they're still considerations in
pasturel and as wel|.

Q kay. And as far as the turning structure
goes, what's so specific about themand ag | and or a cow
past ure?

A As M. White detailed earlier, for those
heavi er turning structures rather than a single nonopol e
you wind up with two nonopol e structures and they're
spaced about 30 feet apart and so whereas the single
nonopole is a relatively smaller dianeter structure,
they're side by side. So it is --

Q A footprint basically is what you' re saying?

A There are two poles versus one. So they're
two poles and you al so have the 30-foot section in
between them So the overall footprint of the
di sturbance is | arger.

Q Ckay. Thank you. | nentioned earlier that
|'"ve had two bald eagles on ny property and | have a
nunber of ow s and herons and all that that cone
through. |Is that a concern with the Iine?

A I"'mnot an environnental permtting expert.
So | can't speak to the | evel of concern.

Q What happens when one of those birds hits a

| i ne?
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A | can't speak to that.
Q So you can't tell nme it wouldn't start a fire
or arc or fall, you have no idea what woul d happen?
A. | don't think a bird hitting a |ine would

cause a fire or cause it to fall

Q But you don't really know for sure. Wuld
t hat have been an Aaron Wite question?

A Yes.

Q Did you do a study of lightning strikes, ice
storns, tornadoes and stuff in this area to confirmthat
the risk of any of that stuff happening over the course
of however many years didn't pose a |arge enough risk to
warrant noving this |line?

A | don't believe we did. There are
transm ssion |lines throughout this region of the country
and they are built and generally engi neered and
operating safely. So | don't think there's anything
uni que about this area in terns of those risks.

Q So your line, the way your line is built, the
pol e system whatever, is that how, say, ny electric
conpany, it's a co-op, is that how their transm ssion
i nes poles are built al so?

A | don't know how ot her co-ops or other
organi zati ons engi neer their transmssion lines. |

believe M. Wiite testified to the fact that we over
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engi neer our lines for safety.

Q And you don't think they probably do?

A | don't know.

Q kay. So did you guys ever have the option of
contacting the PSC and asking to be allowed to nove this
line off of ne?

A | don't know. | think again reading the
conditions of the CCN we are allowed to mcrosite within
500 feet of the center line so long as it remains on
t hat parcel and does not inpact an additional |andowner.

Q Didn't you say earlier you weren't for sure if
there were any -- You told Hahn, | think, that you
weren't for sure there were any exceptions to?

A | amnot -- |I'mnot an attorney. So | cannot
speak to what -- | cannot speak to that. | can tell you
what the conditions say and | can also reiterate that
our policy is to consider mcrositing requests where
reasonable and to the extent they don't i npact
addi tional |andowners and if we had to -- if the answer
to every mcrositing request was to nove the line onto
sonebody el se's property, we would be doing this
forever.

Q Can we agree that how the PSC works and what
you're allowed and not allowed to do is really

conf usi ng?
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MR. SCHULTE: ojection. Calls for a |egal
conclusion and is argunentati ve.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  Yeah, I'll sustain.
BY MS. MEADOWG:

Q So basically what you've testified then is you
under st and how t he PSC works but you don't want to set a
precedence by noving it off ny |land?

MR SCHULTE: Sane objection. | think it
calls for a legal conclusion and is argunentative.
JUDGE PRIDA N: Sust ai ned.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q You nentioned the pond. Is it anything to do
with the fact that it's a body of water no matter how
small and you try to avoid those?

A Yeah. As nentioned, | nean, as a general
practice we try to avoid them when possible. | also
mentioned that it's not necessarily like a primary
constraint in this area. Sone of the concerns that you
wind up with bodies of water like that is potenti al
flood risk, potential access issues, things |ike that.
But again, | think the other constraints that we've
identified on the west side of your property are nore of
a consideration than the pond itself. It is one of the
factors but it's not the primary factor.

Q Did you see when | presented the first exhibit
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of the standing water on ny property after a decent
rain?

A Yes.

Q Wuld that be a concern at all to you with the
| i ne, because here's the reason why | ask because, for
exanple, | have a culvert that runs under ny drive. |
wonder if sonething did happen and the line fell and it
got that water, would the culvert be electrified?

A | amnot an engineer. So | don't know the
answer to that question.

Q So even if the line wasn't on ne and it fel
and |l anded in the water, my driveway still m ght not be
safe, correct?

MR. SCHULTE: (bjection. Asked and answered
and | acks foundation since this witness is not an
engi neer .

JUDGE PRIDGE N: Sust ai ned.
BY MS. MEADOVE:

Q So | could get electrocuted regardl ess of your

| i ne being on me or not?
MR. SCHULTE: Sane objecti on.
JUDGE PRIDG@ N. Sane answer. Sust ai ned.
BY MS. MEADOVE:
Q So can you guarantee ne that this line wll

never fall or never be a hazard to ne and ny property?
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MR. SCHULTE: (njection. Asked and answered.
JUDGE PRIDGE N:  Sust ai ned.
BY Ms. NMEADOWS:
Q Are you famliar with the Mssouri Overhead
Power Line Safety Act?
A No.
Q Section 319.080 nmakes it illegal for any
unaut hori zed person to work or bring equipnent within 10
feet of high voltage overhead power |ines that have not
been covered or deenergized. OSHA's m ni num cl ear ance
di stance for a 345 kilovolt line is 20 foot due to
potential arcing distance. Can you tell nme what the | ow
point in that line would be across ny drive?

MR. SCHULTE: [|I'mnot -- If the question is
only about the Iow point, | guess | don't have an
objection, but |I'mnot sure what the preanble was and |
woul d object to that as argunentative and not related to
t he questi on.

JUDGE PRRDAN:  I'll overrule. He can answer
if he knows. |If not, he can say so.

BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q I mght add that | understood from | don't
think it was your testinony, | thought | heard soneone
say it, but like | said earlier, I was in and out with
nmy cat during the hearing. | believe soneone told ne
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that 30 foot was the | owest those Iines would be. Does
t hat sound correct or is that correct?

A | think that would have been a better question
for M. Wite.

Q Ckay. That's not really common know edge or
what ever just anong the transm ssion |line?

A. | can't speak to that clearance on your
property, no.

Q So just to kind of clarify that a little bit,
if | had a -- nowthat M. Wiite is gone, if I had a
dunp truck comng in and dunping and he's 20 foot up in
the air and the line is, say, 30 feet, because that's
approxi mately where it is, and you know, you can't tel
when you're looking up at a line how far it is. Wuld I
have to call you guys or is there soneone | woul d have
to call to make sure everything woul d be good before |
coul d have rock put on ny drive?

A Again, | can't speak to the cl earance
specifically wwth the dunp truck. | would just
reiterate that transm ssion |ines are common throughout
the United States. They are common t hroughout roadways
and hi ghways at the local, state and county |evel and
vehi cles routinely operate under them

Q Wth the bed conpletely up, a dunp truck's bed

completely up? That nekes it a lot taller and puts it
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closer to that line. M concernis if |I need rock, do I
have to contact you guys first to make sure, because you
probably don't know at this point howlowthat line is
goi ng to be.

MR. SCHULTE: | object to the rel evance of
this question to Ms. Meadows' conpl aint.

M5. MEADOWS: It's just another thing | would
have to deal wth having this line over me is not being
able to just get gravel put on ny drive w thout worrying
ny poor delivery driver could get an arc and shocked and
killed.

JUDGE PRIDG@N: I'Il overrule. He can answer
i f he knows. |If not, he can say so.

THE WTNESS: Again, | would reiterate that
activity takes place under and around transmi ssion |ines
frequently. |If you had a specific question about
clearance related to activities on your property and the
| ine was in operation, you would have a contact for the
G ain Belt Express operations team and you woul d have
the ability to call them and ask questions and to
confirmthat clearance. So as part of our operations
you woul d know who to call and you would be able to have
t hose conversations. And so | think that is a very real
thing that you could ask about and receive confirmation

fromat that point.
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BY M5. MEADOWG:

Q So they would know fromjust a phone call
t hey woul dn't have to send soneone out to neasure it or
anyt hing crazy?

A | don't know how -- | don't know how -- |
think it depends on the nature of the question and the
nature of the activity, but they would be able to get
you an answer whether it's on the phone or whether it
woul d come after a visit to the house.

Q Now, is that the kind of thing that you would
tell soneone after you built the line, we have this
paperwork here for you, here's your clearance for that
line so you need to make sure you don't take an auger or
a piece of farm equi pnent, for exanple, or sonething
under that |ine because, like |I said, when you | ook up
you can't tell how far stuff is. Wuld | get a
precaution -- would you guys know when you built it what
your height is of that line? | know they sag over tine.

MR. SCHULTE: (nbjection. Asked and answered.
JUDGE PRRDA N I'Ill sustain.
BY M5. MEADOWG:

Q WIIl there need to be mai ntenance between the

poles on ny line? |'mnot tal king |andscape or
vegetation. |'mtalking actual |ine naintenance.
A Recogni zing that |I'm not an engineer, | would
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say that there would not likely to be maintenance
required on like the wires thenselves. The primary
I nterface would be with that ongoi ng vegetation
managenent, yes.

Q So really once they built the Iine they'd
al nrost never need to be on ne except for the vegetation
cl eari ng?

A That's right.

Q Is it fair to say that nmaybe G ain Belt
doesn't want to entertain noving the |ine off of nme just
for fear of other |andowners wanting the |ine noved off
themas wel | ?

A | woul d again go back to general routing
devel opnent principle that the mcrositing -- a key
principle in that process is to not increase inpact to
nei ghbori ng | andowners or introduce inpact to new
| andowners for the benefit of one | andowner.

Q So have you ever had an instance, because you
guys have built other transm ssion |lines, correct?

A (The wi tness nodded his head.)

Q Have you guys ever had an instance where
you' ve needed to nove the line due to a safety risk or
sonmething |like that that just was not sonething you
could al |l ow?

A | can't think of a specific case where we have
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had to do that; but if there was a -- if there was a
safety risk to the route, we would alter to work around
that safety risk.

Q So | nentioned earlier | have a drone. Wuld
| still be allowed to fly ny drone around the line as
long as | didn't hit it or hurt it in any way or at

| east not intentionally?

A I"mnot famliar with operating requirenents
for drones or anything like that. | don't want to
specul at e.

Q Wuld it still work? They're wireless or
what ever.

A | would think so. And the reason | can

specul ate on that is | also have a drone and |ive about

500 or so feet froma transmssion line and it seens to

wor k fi ne.

Q Even around flying over the top of it and
stuff?

A | don't fly over the top of it.

Q Vell, | have to get to the road. Fly under it

| guess. The point of ne having a drone is to fly down
to the end of ny drive to the road to nake sure one of
ny animals isn't there or next door to the cows. So
"1l have to go around the line either over it or near

It or whatever. |[|If you have one, you know t hey're not
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cheap. So you don't want to destroy it or whatever. |Is
there a chance that it would fry it do you think? |Is

there any danger wth that?

A | don't know. | don't know the answer to
t hat .

Q | worry because of the EMF, ELF, all that kind
of stuff. | don't know how drones work or whatever. |

don't really want to be the guinea pig. Have you heard
of instances of?

A | have not heard, no.

Q So maybe it's safe. So can you tell nme how
| ong the section of line will be between the two poles
on each side of ny property? 1Is it a thousand foot?

A No, | don't know the span length. | don't
know t he span length exactly, but | think that a

t housand foot is an average.

Q Is that a quarter mle?

A A quarter mle is alittle over a thousand
feet.

Q Because Jason had told nme the towers were

every quarter of a mle. So does that sound |like -- |
wasn't even sure what kind of tower it was. A thousand
feet is froml assune the pole or whatever. There's
not hi ng sticking out forward or whatever. So it's

approxi mtely a thousand feet section of |line fromthe

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 250

pol es on each side of ne?

A Yeah. Between, yeah, a thousand give or take.
The span length really depends on engi neering
requirenents in the area. Longer spans are possible
sonetines. |t depends on the line design itself.

Q Wuld it ever need to be shorter?

A. Yes, there are instances where the span |ength
could be shorter than a thousand feet. | don't think
that in the case of your line, the line as it goes
t hrough your property, | wouldn't foresee that span
| ength shortening, but there are engi neering
requi renments that may require a shorter span length in
ot her scenarios that I'mjust not famliar wth.

Q | know you noved the tower because it was up
across the road there. Is it set now? Is it still
subj ect to change?

A. I would say the exact tower |ocation is as
| ine design is ongoing is subject to change.

Q So the towers where they're at now they could
be different in a nonth or two?

A. Here or there. | think it's unlikely. As we
stated before, we would not intend to place a tower
structure on your property and | would think it's
unlikely that the tower would cone back north of the

road there.
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Q So you feel confident I would never have a
tower on ne?

A. | feel reasonably confident that would be the
case, yes.

Q If | had a pivot irrigation systemrunning on

ny drive, would that constitute rerouting the line?

A One of the benefits of the route that was
chosen anong the routes A, B and C was that there's no
-- the line does not span any operating pivot systens.
So for properties that have center pivot irrigation, we
are followng the property boundaries and it's generally
a practice to avoid existing center pivot systens.

Q So that pretty nmuch woul d have been the only
thing that woul d have made ny | and avoi dable to you
guys? As | understand fromyour chart or your nap,
that's really the only thing you guys diverted your
| i nes around?

MR. SCHULTE: (objection. Msstates the
evi dence given that we went through nunerous routing
criteria earlier and is argunentati ve.

JUDGE PRIDGE N:  Sust ai ned.

BY Ms. MEADOWS:

Q So according to this map, it's not over there

any nore, according to this map, you guys have jig

jagged out in several places and there's not necessarily
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according to the legend there's not the pivot
irrigation. So what other reasons would you be, and
there's no houses either, what other reasons would you
be making these odd |like there's this one here. It
actually | ooks Iike you went closer to another line. It
was a 69 volt. Do you try to stay closer to those? |Is
t hat why you woul d have went around there?

MR. SCHULTE: Could you identify the docunent
you're | ooking at by exhibit nunber?

M5. MEADOWS: Map 7. |I'msorry. Schedul e
AB- 2, page 56 of 87.

MR. SCHULTE: Was it submtted as an exhibit?

M5. MEADOWS: It was mne, but it was
originally in the AB fromthe 2023 case.

MR SCHULTE: Map 77

M5. MEADOWNSG:  Yes.

MR. SCHULTE: Yeah, that's it. Thank you.
l"msorry. | don't know if there was a pending
question. | just wanted to --

BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q | see obviously where you went around all the
green pivot irrigations but then | also see places where
It looks |like you just randomy went around. |'mjust
wonderi ng what other things are out there that would

have made you go around that constitute sonething nore
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worthy of extra turning structures or whatever they are,
because sone of these are 90 degree than ny property and
all the risks that |'ve shared.

A. | mean, | don't think that | can |like go
t hrough and wal k t hrough each of these turns at this
point. | do believe they are outlined quite extensively
in the routing study itself. Each of the routes are
described in depth and describing features of the
| andscape that each runs through. So w thout spending
sone tinme refreshing nyself on each of those, | don't
know that | can specifically state why certain decisions
were made. | think referring back to the general
routing guidelines is a good place to start.

Q But you don't have any set |ike bald eagle
nests, or | don't know, any specific thing that is a
definite no-go on running the Iine through it?

A | nean, yes, there are things that we would
not run the line through or adjacent to.

Q And what woul d be an exanpl e?

A Wll, sorry, I'mgoing to refer back to the
routing principles. So again, going back to the general
routing guidelines, we would typically avoid routing
directly over a honme or an existing occupied structure.
W are avoiding sensitive cultural areas that could

cause permtting issues. W are avoiding the center
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pi vot systens. Again, one of the reasons that we

hi ghlighted those is those are active agricultural
operation areas that we're, | think generally in

M ssouri it's seen as good routing practice to avoid
direct inpacts to those center pivot systens. Any other
itemthat could present a permtting barrier to the
project, you know, again this is detailed | think quite
extensively in the routing study itself.

Q O all the -- 1've read about the tribal |ands
and all that different things. Just |ooking at the
route when you're | ooking at -- you guys nake sone
really hard 90 turns and all that. |'mjust wondering
If there's a specific reason |like on Route A there was

MR. SCHULTE: (njection. Asked and answered.
JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  And testifying and argui ng.
Sust ai ned.
BY M5. NMEADOWS:
Q "' m not even exactly sure what is an
irrigation pivot and why is it so bad for a power |ine?
MR. SCHULTE: (njection. Asked and answered.
JUDGE PRIDA N: Sust ai ned.
M5. MEADOWS: | didn't ask what a pivot
irrigation was.

MR. SCHULTE: M. Chandl er descri bed the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing Vol VI
August 20, 2025 Page 255

agricul tural purposes of pivot irrigation systens.
JUDGE PRIDGE N:  Sust ai ned.
BY M5. NMEADOWS:

Q Do you know who Jordan Connelly is?

A Yes.

Q She's on the routing teanf?

A Yes.

Q VWhat's her title?

A | believe currently it's senior analyst of --

associ ate of transm ssion devel opnent.

Q Is it customary for her to nake visits to
property?
A It is not frequent.

Q Wul d she have been able to, if she had
deened, | don't know if you said she's -- what did you
say, she was associ ate of transm ssion?

A. Devel opnent .

Q Devel opnent. Okay. Does that nmean she has
authority to nove the line or what exactly is her role?

A Her role as related to the Tiger Connector is
to hel p manage the devel opnent process and typically her
primary focus is on easenent acquisitions. So she is a
primary interface with CLS and vis-a-vis | andowners to
the extent it's related to acquiring right-of-way

easenents. She has other work associated with the
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project as well, but on the Tiger Connector it primarily
has been working with | andowners and other entities that
have easenent interest on properties.

Q Just to make sure |I'mclear here, she didn't
have the ability or the title I guess to actually nove
the line off of ne?

A Typically mcrositing is a consensus based
process wthin the team So she would have the ability
to nmake observations, potentially make recomendati ons
that are then eval uated agai nst engi neeri ng,
environnental , other |andowner constraints and things
like that and then ultimtely based on the input of not
just her but other subject matter experts within the
group then we can ultimately cone to a decision on
whet her and how a mcrositing request is feasible.

Q So is she an engi neer?

A. No.

Q Oh, okay. | wasn't sure. Jason just said she
was comng out. | wasn't even sure what her role was or
anything about her. | did ask her if she lived in the

country, and | think that's about the only conversation
we had. Have you guys ever had any incidents of
vandalismor terrorismto any of your existing

transm ssion line towers or transm ssion |ines?

MR. SCHULTE: (bjection. Relevance.
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JUDGE PRIDA@N: |I'mgoing to sustain.
BY MS. MEADOWE:
Q So these towers are going to be running across

nmy road or near the road on a road wth no other
traffic, no lights, no anything. So it would be
susceptible to vandalismor --
MR. SCHULTE: Sane objecti on.
BY Ms. MEADOWS:
Q So you're not concerned with that?
JUDGE PRIDA N:  Still sustained.
BY MS. MEADOWE:

Q Can you just explain to ne real quick what the
pur pose i s of avoiding residences?

A | think that's typically self-explanatory.

Q Is it nore of a safety issue or is there,
because it's a finding of fact, so |I'mjust curious what
that actually neans, avoiding residences. |s it because
of safety, property value, what?

A "' mnot aware of any particular safety
concerns associated with it. | nmean, | think just in
general |andowners prefer that we keep as far away from
t he residence as is possible.

Q And these towers wi Il have grounding
mechani sms on them correct?

A. | believe so. But again, |'mnot an engi neer.
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M5. MEADOWS: | think that's all | have.
JUDGE PRIDG N:  Thank you. Any bench
questions? Conmm ssioner Mtchell.
COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL: No, thank you.
JUDGE PRRDA N: Al right.
MR SCHULTE: Can | ask one brief redirect?
JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Certainly.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SCHULTE:

Q M. Chandler, sorry to keep you up there for a
little bit longer. Do you recall a discussion with
Chai r Hahn about whether a reroute, whether the only
constraint on a certain reroute that you were di scussing
was a legal constraint? Do you renenber that
di scussi on?

A Yes.

Q In addition to |l egal constraints, are there
any practical constraints with doing reroutes,
especially the type of reroutes that Ms. Meadows has
request ed?

A. | nmean, | think the practical constraint is
what | outlined earlier in response to one of M.
Meadows' questions which is just in general if you nake
a shift to take the line off of a | andowner's property

and put it onto a new | andowner's property, | think you
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really do run the risk of that occurring throughout the
line, and it generally goes against the routing
princi pl es and devel opnent principles of not wanting to
trade one set of |andowner inpacts for a new | andowner
and that coul d happen indefinitely.

Q How many | andowners are on the Tiger
Connect or ?

A So there are 120 uni que parcels along the
Ti ger Connector and | believe there are 86 uni que
| andowners. So again, you run the risk of having to go
t hrough this process 86 tines.

Q And how many | andowners approxi mately are on
the entirety of Phase | of the Gain Belt Express
proj ect as a whol e?

A | don't know how many uni que | andowners there
are. | believe there are -- | believe it's nore than
1, 600 parcels.

Q Is that Dodge City to the interconnection
poi nt ?

A That is fromthe origination point in Dodge
Cty, Kansas to the Monroe County converter station.

Q So woul d the practical concerns you descri bed,
would it apply to not just the Tiger Connector but the
entirety of Phase |?

A. | think it would ultimately apply to, yes,
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Phone | Tiger Connector and ultimately would apply to
ot her transm ssi on devel opnents el sewhere.

MR. SCHULTE: Thank you. No further
guesti ons.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you. M. Chandler,

t hank you very nuch. You may step down.

| believe we are now ready for staff's
w tnesses. We may, depending on the length of the
questioning, we may take another break if only for the
court reporter but we'll see howlong this goes. [|I'm
sorry. Staff wtnesses. M. Hansen, when you're ready.

M5. HANSEN: Thank you, Judge. W would like
to call M. Coty King to the stand.

JUDCGE PRRDA@N. M. King, if you'll cone
forward and be sworn, please, sir. Do you swear the
evi dence you're about to give wll be the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth so help you God?

MR KING | do.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Thank you, sir. You may have
a seat. M. Hansen, when you're ready.

COTY KI NG
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and testified
as follows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. HANSEN:
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Q M. King, can you please state and spell your
name for the record?

A. Coty King, Co-t-y K-i-n-g.

Q By whom are you enployed and in what capacity?

A "' m enpl oyed by the M ssouri Public Service
Comm ssion as a Seni or Conpliance Anal yst.

Q Did you prepare the Staff Report and the
Suppl enental Staff Report in this case which have been
previously marked as Exhibits 200 and 2017

A Yes.

Q Al right. M. King, at this time do you have
any corrections or clarifications that you'd like to
make in the Report or the Suppl enental Report?

A | have two clarifications in the Suppl enental
Report.

Q Can you tell nme what those are?

A. There is no cover sheet for data request or
for the public coment.

Q Is it public coment, it |ooks like there's

two public comments; is that right?

A Yes, that don't have cover sheets.

Q s that going to be P202302114 and then
P202500004 respectively?

A Yes.

M5. HANSEN. Thank you very nuch. For clarity
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of the record, | just want to identify the page nunbers.
So that's going to be on staff's Suppl enental Report, so
that's going to be Attachnent 1 and then page 4 and then
also still on Attachnent 1, page 12. Then Your Honor,
staff requests the ability to follow up and provide the
full coment cover sheet and attachnents for the record
to be clear and conplete regarding staff's Suppl enent al
Report.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you

M5. HANSEN:. Thank you very nuch.
BY MS. HANSEN:

Q M. King, if | asked you the sane questions
today within Exhibits 200 and 201, woul d your answers be
the sane or substantially simlar?

A Yes.

Q Are those answers true and correct to the best
of your know edge and belief?

A Yes, they are.

M5. HANSEN: Thank you. At this tinme | would
|i ke to offer Exhibit 200 and then 201 and then we wl|
al so have those -- we wll provide those coments and
attachnments at a |ater date.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: M. Hansen, thank you.

Exhi bits 200 and 201 have been offered. Any objections?
Heari ng none. Exhibits 200 and 201 are admtted into
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evi dence.

( STAFF EXHI BI TS 200 AND 201 WERE RECEI VED I NTO
EVI DENCE AND MADE A PART OF THI S RECORD.)

M5. HANSEN:. AIl right. Thank you. All
right. At this tinme | tender the wtness for
Cross-exam nati on.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: M. Hansen, thank you. Any
cross fromGain Belt?

MR. SCHULTE: No cross, Judge. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Public counsel.

MR. POSTON: No questions. Thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Ms. Meadows.

M5. MEADOWAS: No questions. Thank you.

JUDCGE PRIDA@ N. Thank you. Bench questions.
Thank you. M. King, thank you very much. You may step
down. | believe M. Bax is the final wtness on the
wi tness |ist.

M5. HANSEN. That is correct. W would |ike
to call M. Alan Bax up to the stand.

JUDGE PRIDA@N: If you'll come forward and be
sworn, please, sir. Do you swear the evidence you're
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth and
not hing but the truth so help you God?

MR. BAX: Yes.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Yes, sir, thank you very nuch.
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You may have a seat. Ms. Hansen, when you're ready.
ALAN BAX,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and testified
as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. HANSEN:

Q M. Bax, could you please state and spell your
nane for the record?

A Al an Bax, A-l-a-n B-a-Xx.

Q By whom are you enployed and in what capacity?

A "' menpl oyed in the Engineering Anal ysis
Departnment of the M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion.

Q Did you contribute to the Staff Report in this
case which has been previously marked as Exhi bit 2007

A Yes.

Q At this tinme do you have any corrections to
make to Exhibit 2007

A | do not.
Q If | asked you the sane today w thin Exhibit
200 -- Let ne start over. | apologize. |If | asked you

t he sanme questions today w thin Exhibit 200, would your
answers be the sane or substantially simlar?

A Yes.

Q Al'l right. Then are those answers true and

correct to the best of your know edge and belief?
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A Yes.

M5. HANSEN: Thank you very nmuch. So Exhibit
200 has al ready been entered into evidence. | tender
W t ness for cross-exam nation.

JUDGE PRIDA N: Ms. Hansen, thank you. Any
cross fromGain Belt?

MR. SCHULTE: No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Public counsel.

MR. POSTON: No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDA N:  Ms. Meadows.

M5. MEADOAS: No, thank you.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N: Thank you, M. Bax. Thank you
very much. [I'msorry. Any bench questions?

COW SSI ONER M TCHELL: No, Judge.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Thank you. M. Bax, thank you
very much. You may step down. That appears to be the
end of w tnesses.

s there anything else fromthe parties or
fromthe bench before we go off the record?

MR. SCHULTE: Yes, Judge. | have a question
about the map that we had a little trouble finding that
Chair Hahn asked sone questions about. |Is it the
intention of the Conm ssion or staff to make that an
exhi bit?

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: | would think so, yes.
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MS. HANSEN: Staff can nmake that an exhibit,
yes.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. That woul d be great, M.
Hansen. Thank you.

MR SCHULTE: The reason | ask is actually
because we do have an objection. The map appears to be
created on Ms. Meadows' personal conputer and does not,
as far as we can tell, accurately reflect the |ocation
of the transmission line as it appears on the official
proposed route maps. |It's slightly different. She did
a pretty job of getting close but slight differences can
make big inpacts. So we woul d object to that exhibit on
t hose grounds because it | acks accuracy.

JUDGE PRRDA N: | think what | would Iike
since this was just kind of brought up today is for
staff to file that as a late-filed exhibit and then
either | or Judge Cark would allow tine for responses
and obj ections and then we would rule fromthere.

MR. SCHULTE: That would be hel pful to confirm
exactly what the discrepancies are and we can put that
on the record.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. Very good. Thank you.
Anything el se fromthe parties before we concl ude or
fromthe bench?

M5. MEADOWS: | have a question.
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JUDGE PRIDA@ N:  Yes, ma' am

M5. MEADOWA5: | think it's a question. |Is
this where | can just nmake |i ke a closing type statenent
or just object to sonething or I"'ma little bit confused
as to what this is. Sorry.

JUDGE PRIDG@ N. Sure, that's quite all right.
I"mnot going to allow closing argunents, but the
parties can file briefs. 1In fact, |I'mglad you brought
that up. Just to kind of sinply sumup what they think
t he evi dence showed and what the Conm ssion can do or
should do. And | certainly will expect briefs fromthe
other parties. You can file a brief if you want. You
don't have to. You're certainly welcone to. That's
just kind of your witten argunent on what you think the
Commi ssi on shoul d do.

M5. MEADOWNS: kay. Do we know how long it
will take for you to have the transcript?

JUDGE PRIDA@ N: Not off the top of ny head.
It wll certainly be a few days. That's built into the
briefing schedul e.

M5. MEADOWAS: That was ny next question.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. CQobviously if you or anybody
el se feels |i ke you need nore tinme to work on your
briefs, you can always file a notion with the Conmm ssion

to ask for nore tine.
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M5. MEADOWS: kay. That's all | have. Thank
you.
JUDGE PRIDG@ N:  You're very wel cone. Anything

else? Al right. That concludes the hearing in Case

No. EC-2025-0136. Thank you very nmuch. W are off the

record.
(WHEREUPQN, the proceedi ngs concl uded at 6:42
p. m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

I, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Commi ssion Evidentiary Hearing and that the transcri pt,
pages 1 through 271, is a true record of ny stenographic
not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml| a relative or counsel connected with the
action, nor aml financially interested in the action.

Dated this 2nd day of Septenber, 2025.

Cupinfy, Jean, Bordedo

Beverly Jea’i'j Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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