BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of The Empire District Electric )
Company’s Submission of Its Interim Report )
Regarding Participation in the Southwest ) Case No. EO-2012-0269
Power Pool, Inc. )

ORDER GRANTING INTERIM APPROVAL
Issue Date: September 25, 2025 Effective Date: October 1, 2025

On July 28, 2025, The Empire District Electric Company d/b/a Liberty filed
a motion asking the Commission to extend the previously granted approval of
Liberty’s membership in the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) until all transmission
facilities identified in the SPP’s 2024 Integrated Transmission Plan (ITP) are
placed into service. At the request of the Office of the Public Counsel (OPC), the
Commission granted Liberty interim and conditional approval for membership in
SPP until October 1, 2025.

On September 12, 2025, OPC and the Commission’s Staff (Staff)
reiterated their previous concerns regarding an open-ended authorization for
Liberty's membership in SPP. Instead, OPC and Staff recommend the
Commission give Liberty authority for SPP membership until October 1, 2027.
OPC and Staff further request the Commission order Liberty to provide more
information to them.

Liberty responded, saying the lack of a specific time for completing the ITP
plan is not indefinite, but simply outcome-based. Liberty argues a two-year
extension is misaligned with the realities of regional transmission planning and

construction.



The Commission finds that a one-year interim and conditional extension of
Liberty’s current membership in SPP is appropriate. The Commission will further

order Liberty to provide the information requested by OPC and Staff.

THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:

1. The interim and conditional approval, with the same terms and
conditions as previously ordered by the Commission, of Liberty’s membership in
SPP is extended to October 1, 2026.

2. Liberty shall provide the following information to OPC and Staff no
later than August 14, 2026:

a. A categorized estimate of all exit fees and obligations Liberty
would incur if Liberty were to initiate a voluntary withdraw on
September 30, 2026 and Liberty’s best estimate of all exit fees and
obligations Liberty would incur if Liberty were to initiate a voluntary
withdraw after completion of all 2024 ITP projects;

b. For each scenario in part a, identify the dates of Liberty’s first
notice of voluntary withdraw from SPP and the estimated date of
when the withdraw process would be completed;

c. An estimate of the benefits Liberty receives from its participation
in the SPP;

d. Provide Liberty’s options for continued transmission operations
and an estimate of the benefits and costs for each option after

withdrawing from SPP, including but not limited to, joining an



alternative RTO or operation with an Independent Coordinator of
Transmission;
e. Identification of all projects in the 2024 ITP that directly benefit
Liberty’s customers, including a description of each project that
identifies items such as, but not limited to, each project’s proposed
cost, proposed completion date, and calculated benefits to Liberty’s
customers;
f. Provide a Revised 2025 PISA Exhibit 4 (pages 8-9) identifying the
SPP calculated benefit/cost ratio for all projects over $1 million;
g. Provide an estimate (or range of estimates) for each of the
following for the period 2026-2036, assuming Liberty remains in
SPP:

i. transmission payments from Liberty to SPP for

transmission services,
ii. transmission revenues through SPP for transmission
services,

iii. administrative payments from Liberty to SPP,

iv. revenues and payments for transmission rights,

v. any other non-energy revenues or payments.
h. Provide an estimate (or range of estimates) of the expected SPP
costs to Liberty for additional transmission build-out over the next
10 years.

3. Staff and OPC shall file a pleading concerning Liberty’s continued

membership in SPP no later than September 1, 2026.



4. This order shall be effective on October 1, 2025.

Ronald D. Pridgin, Deputy Chief
Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation
of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2016.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri
on this 25" day of September, 2025.

BY THE COMMISSION

Pty Dpell

Nancy Dippell
Secretary
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