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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

 

In the Matter of Summit Natural Gas of ) 

Missouri Inc.’s Filing of Revised Tariffs )  File No. GR-2014-0086 

To Increase its Annual Revenues For  ) 

Natural Gas Service    ) 

 

 

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO RESPOND TO DATA REQUESTS AND 

MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT 

 

 COMES NOW Summit Natural Gas of Missouri, Inc. (“SNGMO”) and states as follows 

to the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) as its Motion for Extension of Time 

to Respond to Data Requests and Motion for Expedited Treatment: 

1.  On June 10, 2014, the Staff of the Commission filed its Statement Describing 

Discovery Concern and Motion for Reconsideration (“Staff Pleading”).  The Commission treated 

this filing as a motion to compel and held an oral argument on June 13, 2014.   

 2. Today (June 19, 2014), the Commission issued its Order Granting Motion to 

Compel (“Order”).  Among other things, the Order stated that it would be “effective immediately 

upon issuance” and directed SNGMO to comply with the subject discovery requests by 

tomorrow -- June 20, 2014. 

3. The subject of the Staff Pleading is twelve (12) data requests requesting 

documents belonging to Summit Utilities, Inc.; Summit Utilities “awareness” of certain subjects; 

“expectations” of IIF; IIF “requirements”; rates used by IIF; “basis” for IIF discount rates; IIF 

methods of reconciliation; and, projected financial statements for Summit Utilities.  Even if 

SNGMO had authority over these entities (which it does not), the information requested involves 

much more than identifying and providing documents and would require much more than one 

day. 
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4. This situation is further complicated by the fact that SNGMO regulatory 

personnel were en route by automobile from West Plains, Missouri, to Gallatin, Missouri, for the 

Commission’s local public hearings when this order was issued, and will not complete their 

travel until sometime tomorrow. 

5. Lastly, as was discussed by the Commissioners in today’s agenda meeting, this 

Order represents a change in approach and reasoning concerning the issue of seeking parent (and 

grandparent) information and responses from a subsidiary company.  The Order’s use of the 

“practical ability to obtain the information sought” standard is new to Commission cases. 

6. Thus, while it may be true, as stated in the Order, that Summit has not denied that 

it has the practical ability to obtain the information, it is much more accurate to state that there 

was no evidence presented, requested or received by the Commission at its oral argument as to 

SNGMO’s “practical ability.”  Neither Staff’s Pleading nor its oral argument alleged that such 

“practical ability” exists and the subject did not come up during the oral argument.  Accordingly, 

SNGMO further seeks an extension so that it may present a motion for reconsideration 

concerning this subject. 

 7. SNGMO requests that the Commission extend the date by which it requires 

SNGMO to respond to the subject data requests until July 15, 2014.  Such extension would 

provide the time for the Commission to address SNGMO’s motion for reconsideration; for 

SNGMO, if necessary, to attempt to determine responses to the requests; and, for Staff to make 

use of any such responses in its Surrebuttal testimony.    

8. SNGMO moves for expedited treatment because the one (1) day provided 

between the issuance of the Order and the required compliance date does not allow for the 

Commission’s normal motion response times.  A grant of the Motion for Expedited Treatment is 
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consistent with the public interest as it will allow the Commission to consider and address the 

issues raised by the Order, without creating prejudice to the parties at this point in the litigation.  

This Motion has been filed as soon as possible after the receipt of the Order Granting Motion to 

Compel (in fact, within 6 hours of its issuance). 

 WHEREFORE, SNGMO respectfully requests that the Commission grant its Motion for 

Expedited Treatment and grant it an extension of time until July 15, 2014, to respond to the data 

requests that are the subject of the Order Granting Motion to Compel.    

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      __ 

Dean L. Cooper        Mo. Bar 36592 

BRYDON, SWEARENGEN & ENGLAND P.C. 

312 East Capitol Avenue 

P.O. Box 456 

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0456 

Telephone: (573) 635-7166 

Facsimile: (573) 635-0427 

        dcooper@brydonlaw.com 

 

ATTORNEYS FOR SUMMIT NATURAL GAS 

OF MISSOURI, INC. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I do hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document has been sent 

by electronic mail this 19
th

 day of June, 2014, to: 

 
Kevin Thompson Marc Poston 

Missouri Public Service Commission Governor’s Office Building 

kevin.thompson@psc.mo.gov  marc.poston@ded.mo.gov 

 

Terry M. Jarrett    Jeremy D. Knee 

Healy & Healy    Missouri Division of Energy 

terry@healylawoffices.com   jeremy.knee@ded.mo.gov  

 

Richard S. Brownlee III 

RSBIII, LLC 

rbrownlee@rsblobby.com    

       

__ _______ 


