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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 6:35 p. m:

JUDGE SEYER: All right. Let's go on the
record. Today is Decenber 8th, 2025. The tine is
roughly 6:40. M nane is Ken Seyer. | ama
Regul atory Law Judge wth the M ssouri Public Service
Commission and | will preside over this portion of the
hearing tonight.

The Comm ssion has set this tine for a
| ocal public hearing to give nenbers of the public a
chance to conmment about M ssouri-Anmerican Water
Conpany's application for authority to purchase and
operate the water and sewer systens currently owned
and operated by the Gty of Neosho. The Conm ssion's
case nunber for this matter is WA-2026-0072.

The Comm ssion regulates the rates
charged by public utility conpanies in Mssouri to
ensure that those rates are just and reasonable. The
Commi ssion al so regulates the quality of service and
safety of the operations of public utilities.

The Comm ssion has five Comm ssioners,
but there is currently a vacancy. Al the
Commi ssi oners are appoi nted by the governor and
confirnmed by the Senate. The Comm ssion enpl oys a
staff of engineers, accountants, attorneys, financi al
anal ysts, and other specialists in the field of
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utility regul ation.

Wth nme today is Conm ssioner G en
Kol kneyer, and joining us online are Chair Kayla Hahn
and Conm ssioner Miida Col eman. The Conm ssioners
have not made any decisions in this case and cannot
answer any questions today because they have to remain
i npartial until after all the evidence is eventually
presented at the evidentiary hearing in this nmatter.

Commi ssi oner Kol kneyer, would you like to
make openi ng remar ks?

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER: Pl ease. Thank
you, Judge.

And | want to wel cone everyone here to
this local public hearing with M ssouri-Anerican
Water. Like the Judge said, we have not nade any
decisions. W haven't heard any evidence from anyone.
This is the first step in the process and that's
hearing fromyou, the custoners, the ratepayers.

So that's -- that's -- that's -- we w ||
have hearings later on about this. So at this point
all we know is that this has been proposed, okay?

The other thing is even though there's
four Comm ssioners, why is there only one here?

Commi ssioners are -- live all over the state and we

cover live the public hearings that are on our side of
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the state. So I'mfromthe Kansas City area, so |
cane down here. | typically don't go to the east side
of the state and the Conm ssioners that |ive on the
east side typically don't cone to the west. So this
way we get all these public hearings covered.

So, again, we're here tonight to take
your evidence, to hear -- to hear fromyou, the
custoners, the ratepayers and we wll take all this
under advi senent. So thank you.

JUDGE SEYER:  Thank you, Comm ssioner.

There are attorneys here today
representing the parties in this matter. For the
record, would each of you identify yourselves and
state which party you're representing beginning with
M ssouri - Anmeri can Wat er Conpany?

MR. LUFT: Thank you, Your Honor. Tim
Luft for M ssouri-Anmerican Water, 727 Crai g Road,
Creve Coeur, M ssouri 63141.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you.

And for the Comm ssion Staff.

M5. HANSEN: Andrea Hansen for Conmm ssion
Staff. For the court reporter, that is A-n-d-r-e-a
H a-n-s-e-n. And address is 200 Madi son Street,

PO box 360, Jefferson Cty, Mssouri 65102.
JUDGE SEYER: And for the Public Counsel.
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M5. VANGERPEN:. Good eveni ng, Your Honor.
Li ndsay VanGerpen on behalf of the OPC. Business
address is 200 Madi son Street, Jefferson Cty,

M ssouri 65102.

JUDGE SEYER Al right. Thank you.

The way we'l |l proceed with this -- with
the remai nder of this portion of the hearing is
we'll -- I"ll call the nanmes on the sign-up list in
the order that people signed up.

When | call your name, please step up to
the podium I'll place you under oath and ask that you
state and spell your nane and then you can offer your
comments to the Conm ssion.

Tonight we're going to limt coments to
five mnutes per person. And then once you finish
your comments, please remain at the podiumin case
there are questions fromthe Comm ssioners or the
attorneys for the parties.

So first nanme on the list is Ray Stipp.
Good evening, M. Stipp.

MR. STIPP: Good eveni ng.

JUDGE SEYER: Wbul d you raise your right
hand, pl ease?

(Ray Stipp sworn.)

JUDGE SEYER: And could you go ahead and

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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state and spell your nane?

MR, STIPP. Ray Stipp, S -- Ra-y
S-t-i-p-p.

JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. Al right. o
ahead, M. Stipp.

MR. STIPP: Thank you. | thank you for
this opportunity to give opinions and hopefully sone
facts.

To give you a little background I think
is helpful. 1've been a Neosho resident since 1973
and |'ve been involved with Community Bank and Trust
for 25 years as President, now retired.

I'"minvolved with a couple of econonc
devel opnent conpanies locally. One of those is Neosho
Area Business and Industrial Foundation. It's an
econom c devel opnent conpany. W try to recruit
busi nesses and industries to the Neosho area.

Anot her one is known as the Neosho Land
Devel opnent, Inc. It's also a Mssouri non-profit
corporation that does the sane thing. W try to
recruit conpanies to cone to Neosho. It's a volunteer
thing. W' ve done that many years.

The reason | want to nmention that, it
does have sone bearing on water and the val ue of water

to conpanies that m ght cone to Neosho.
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| just have a few quick points I'd |ike
to make. Nunber one is that, you know, we -- | think
we all know that the loss of treated water has
I ncreased dramatically in the last 20 years despite
the efforts of the Cty of Neosho.

I"'mnot criticizing the Gty, but as --
as many of you know, it's -- when you have different
councils, you have different priorities. And a |ot of
times long-termissues get pushed long-term

And so what we've seen is that not --
even wth enphasis, we have not been able to reduce
water | oss. W' ve gone the other way. | think
20 years ago it was like 40, 50 percent. |'m hearing
now it's |ike 60 percent. So it's going the wong way
for water loss. And that's -- that's not good for the
city, it's not good for rates, it's just not a good
thing to have happen.

The second thing I'd like to say about
that is that water and sewer rates wll -- in ny
opinion, wll be increasing regardl ess of who owner --
who's the owner of the systens.

| think we're in a situation to where
that with the investnents that are now going to be
required to cure -- or to reduce the water loss, it's

going to take a | ot of nobney. And -- and regardl ess
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who owns the system they're going to have to charge
nore rates.

This -- and so how do you minim ze that
to the extent that you can? The point was nade |
think earlier by soneone that, you know, the
i nvestnents by the Gty of Neosho in infrastructure
must be anortized over a shorter period of tine as
conpared to the M ssouri Water group.

They have much longer tinme to anorti ze
their investnents. And that neans that you can kind
of spread the -- those costs over a period of tine and
that would affect rates, both water and sewer rates.
So that is an advantage of that. | think that is a
point. | think it's a-- it's a factor.

Nunber three, the Cty of Neosho -- water
availability in Neosho will be challenged by having
two water sources. Right now we have Shoal Creek and
we have two -- or a couple of wells. Those are our
sources for water.

As | understand it wwth M ssouri Wter,
we w Il be able to access the reservoir -- the new
reservoir that's being considered now and is to be
hopefully built and that woul d be a source of water,
an additional source. And also, we'll have access to

a pipeline water from Lake Stockton, which would be
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very hel pful.

And -- and so we need nore sources.

W -- not only are we |osing water, but, you know, the
availability of water -- of water has been a problem
and it will be a problemin the future. So | say that
as an advantage for M ssouri Water in that

consi derati on.

Now, | can tell you that -- fromny
econom ¢ devel opnent hat, that as we've negoti ated
W th businesses to cone to Neosho, one of the things
that many tines we tal k about is water availability
and can you do it.

And we -- and, frankly, folks we -- we
have had to turn down or been elim nated because we
coul d not provide adequate water for businesses and
I ndustries that would cone here. And that has been --
that has a fact -- inpact on jobs as well, as you
know.

JUDGE SEYER: M. Stipp, we are bunping
up agai nst your five mnutes, but could you kind of
sumari ze for us?

MR, STIPP: | just have two nore real
gui ck.

JUDGE SEYER:  Sure.

MR STIPP:. Ckay. |I'll try to nmake them

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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quick. Loss of current water and -- and the sewer
departnent jobs, you know, if the Gty were to sell,
those City jobs would go away. | think there's a good
opportunity for the Mssouri Water group to hire those
people. |'ve understood that that would be an
initiative that they would try to do.

And then finally, you know, the Cty did
a long and -- and very in-depth study and
I nvestigation as what woul d be the best thing -- track
for themto go. They spent a |lot of noney on it and
they investigated it. And they, thenselves, have said
this is the best thing that we can do for our
citizens, you know. And | believe that.

And so | -- | want to say that I'min
favor of this transaction. Thank you very nuch.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you,
M. Stipp. Can you -- can you stay put for a second?

MR STIPP; Okay.

JUDGE SEYER  Looks |like Mster -- or
Commi ssi oner Col eman [sic] has a question.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Yes. | really
don't have a question, but | want to thank you for
your comments. They were very well put and -- and
prepared and a lot of really good points, so thank

you.
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MR. STIPP: Thank you, sir.

JUDGE SEYER: Are there any questions
fromthe other Conm ssioners? Any fromthe attorneys?
kay. Thank you, M. Stipp.

MR. STIPP: Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER Next on the list is
Christopher Wlliams. M. WIIlianms, would you raise
your right hand, please?

(Christopher WIlianms sworn.)

JUDGE SEYER: Coul d you state and spel
your nane, please?

MR. WLLIAMS: Yes. Christopher
Wlliams, Ch-r-i-s-t-o-p-h-e-r Wi-Il-l-i-a-ms.

JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. Go ahead with
your conments.

MR. WLLIAMS: Thank you very nuch. |'ve
been a Neosho resident about eight years. 1've
recently been doing sone research, and | was very
uni nfornmed and now |'mtrying to becone not
msinformed. So I'd just like to read sone facts |
came up wth.

Anerican Water is an investor-owned
utility conpany conprised of 77.9 per- -- 97 percent
Institutional investors with |arge business interests

Vanguard and Bl ackRock, anobng ot hers.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Anmerican Water's recent (B year-to-date
2025 highlights state its 2025 year-to-date earnings
per share of $4.47 was driven by high revenue on
i ncreased rate base and rate case outcones.

Joplin, Mssouri, a neighboring
communi ty, has 83 public google reviews of
M ssouri-Anerican Water. Sixty-eight of the
83 reviews are one star, as of 12/2/25. That's an
approxi mate 82 percent one star rating regarding
guestionable billing, custonmer service, and tineliness
of water connection and di sconnects. Excuse ne.

In Cctober 2024, Anerican Water disclosed
a cybersecurity incident, unauthorized network
activity, causing themto shut down their custoner
portal, My Water, and pause billing.

They recently nerged with Essenti al
Uilities, further consolidating power and generating
nonopol i stic concerns.

The per capita inconme of a Neosho,
M ssouri resident is about 30,000 per year. |I'm
fortunate and grateful to have a career with incone
t hat exceeds this statistic; however, nmany | ow i ncone
and fixed-incone residents in nmy comunity struggle to
keep up wth general infra- -- inflationary pressures

and rate adjustnents fromother investor-owned utility
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conpanies. W' ve heard about that fromLiberty
Uilities tonight.
| wll admt that inprovenents are needed
and that the wastewater | oss of greater than
50 percent since 2011 is unsustainable. But | am
concerned for ny fellow residents of what's possible
to conme: A nonopolistic presence that's beholden to
shar ehol der profits, continual quarterly grow h.
| think the key is bal ance between the
reality of incone per Neosho residents and the needs
of water and wastewater treatnent in this commnity.
JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you,
M. WIllianms. Early in your comments | believe you
were nentioning organi zati ons or conpani es that were
I nvestors in Anerican Water Conpany. And was it
Bl ackRock? Was that one of the -- one of thenf
MR WLLIAMS: Yes.
JUDGE SEYER: Al right. I'm-- I"monly
asking for the sake of the court reporter. Ckay.
MR. WLLIAMS: Yes, that's correct.
Vanguard and Bl ackRock conpri se approxi mately
25 percent.
JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. Do any of the
Commi ssi oners have questions?
Al right. Thank you.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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MR WLLIAMS: Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Next is R chard
Davi dson. Wuld you raise your right hand, please?

(Ri chard Davi dson sworn.)

JUDGE SEYER Al right.

MR. DAVIDSON: My nane's Richard
Davi dson. That's R-i-c-h-a-r-d D-a-v-i-d-s-0-n. |
currently serve as the Mayor of the Gty of Neosho.

And for years the City has worked to
maintain a reliable utility systemfor our residents.
But our community is now facing infrastructure demand
and financial requirenents that have out-paced the
capacity of our small nunicipal operation. That
system serves our people well today, but it is aging.
It requires major capital investnent and those needs
will only continue to grow.

As a council, we had five fundanental
guestions we asked as we worked through this process.
| wanted to review those questions with you and give
you a little insight as to the council's thoughts.

The first question is: Are we capable of
operating and sustaining a systemat this |level?
Knowi ng that the system-- it's aged -- sone of the
I nfrastructure goes back to the Wrld War Il era --

and that we have a current water | oss issue that's
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been pl aguing us for over 20 years.

Can we afford to address all these
| ssues? And what burden does that put on the users of
the systen? W recently raised rates to cover a
$27 mllion investnment in our wastewater plant.

That -- that resulted in a sewer rate increase of over
40 percent.

We al so had an operating | oss that
required us to raise water rates 20 percent. And
despite that raise, we still do not have noney to
address the aging of our filtration plant, we have no
dedi cated funding for ongoing |line replacenent and we
have no noney budgeted for proactive expansi on west of
| -49 where we see the growh of Neosho occurring.

The third question is, can we actually
staff a departnent to properly operate this system and
what would that cost? In a city our age, we face
recruitment frombigger utilities, private conpani es.
And for a small town |like ours, recruiting and
retaining that | evel of expertise is difficult, if not
| npossi bl e.

And fourthly, quite honestly, do the
el ected officials have the appetite and the confidence
to i npose the rates necessary? |'ve been on this
council 14 years. Every year | suggest we raise

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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rates. But there were many years that we didn't,
thinking it was hel ping our community. And del ayi ng
those rate increases only pushed nore costs into the
future that all ratepayers are playing [as said].

But big -- the biggest question is how
does M ssouri Anerican benefit? How does this sale
benefit us? That was the npbst inportant question we
had to answer.

We found that M ssouri Anerican brought
an expertise and resources, a focus of a dedicated
utility provider; sonmething that the city of Neosho
sinply cannot match. They have a technical depth to
address aging infrastructure, |ong-standing water | oss
| Ssues.

Their engineers, |icensed operators,
conpliance specialists work wwth systens every day
that are far nore conplex than we have. They al so
have advanced nonitoring tools and technol ogy that
woul d be difficult, if not inpossible, for a small
muni ci pality to acquire and maintain.

They offer a level of staffing and
strength, a bench -- bench strength that we sinply
cannot provide. And a small city |ike ours cannot
mat ch that | evel of redundancy and response capability

and it's a critical factor to ensuring reliable
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servi ce.

Utimately, we believe that while rate
I ncreases will continue to rise over tine, as they do
wth every utility system the overall costs to Neosho
citizens wll be lower with Mssouri Anerican
operating the system

Their buying power, their ability to
spread costs and their capacity to execute on projects
nore efficiently all work together to reduce the
| ong-term financial burden to our residents.

The answers nmade it clear that the status
quo was no | onger sustainable. And asking Neosho
residents to bear the full costs of reinvestnent, the
noder ni zation, staffing, conpliance and the |ike was
going to be a long-term too heavy burden. That's why
the council voted unaninously to pursue this sale.

And | want to close by saying that this
Is both a personal and a professional decision. Every
menber of our council cares deeply about our
community. Many of us grew up here, built our
famlies here. | have four generations of ny famly
I n Neosho. That connection is real and it shaped the
seriousness to which we approached this decision.

A personal connection alone is not enough

to lead. Leadership requires facing hard truths and
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maki ng decisions that stand the test of tine. And
when we exam ne the real costs of naintaining and
noder ni zing the system when we eval uated the risks,
the I ong-term needs and the burden it would place on
our residents, it becane clear that the current path
was not sust ai nabl e.

Each of us reached this conclusion
| ndependently and all of us reached the sane answer.
We made this choice because it was the responsible
choice. It protects our citizens from unsustai nabl e
costs. It ensures reliable service for decades to
cone and it positions Neosho to grow wi thout placing
| npossi bl e burdens on future taxpayers. Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. Comm ssioner
Col eman [sic].

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Yes. Thank you,
M. Mayor --

MR. DAVI DSON. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  -- for your
coments. Very good. What's the popul ati on of
Neosho, approxi mately?

MR. DAVIDSON. Wwell, I -- I1'd tell you
around 12,000 and grow ng.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Ckay. How many

connections -- water connections do you have?
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MR. DAVI DSON: We tal ked about that in
the public hearing. | want to say -- David? Four,
five thousand? Sonmething |ike that?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  About 5, 000.

MR. DAVI DSON. About 5,000, sir.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  About five,
okay. Thank you. And do you serve only inside of the
city limts or do you go outside?

MR. DAVIDSON: W go outside the city.

We have sone TCE contam nation fromthe Rocketdyne
plant fromthe '60s that contamnated wells primrily
out east of town. So we do run sone water -- not so
much sewer, but water out to that area.

And we do all ow people that are adjacent
to the city, if there's water there, to tap onto water
or sewer and they just pay a higher rate.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  CGkay. Thank you
for your comments. They were very hel pful.

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: Are there any other
guestions? All right. Thank you.

VR. DAVI DSON:  Thank you, sir.

JUDGE SEYER  Next on the list is Kent
Far nswort h.

MR. FARNSWORTH. Let nme get ny gl asses on
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and you can swear ne in. Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. You do have
your right hand raised, for the sake of the record.

(Kent Farnsworth sworn.)

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you. And
you -- if you'll go ahead and state and spell your
name, please?

MR. FARNSWORTH: My nane is Kent
Farnsworth, K-e-n-t F-a-r-n-s-wo-r-t-h.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Go ahead with
your comments then.

MR. FARNSWORTH: Good eveni ng. Thanks
very much for the opportunity to address you this
eveni ng.

My wife and | have been residents of
Neosho for the |last 40 years. And during that tine,
we' ve seen one council after another, very capable
councils, deal wth this issue of an agi ng water and
sewer systemand the increasing |losses in the water
that is produced.

And so when it was announced that they
were considering a change -- and we had hoped that at
sone point the councils would choose not to continue
to just kick this down the road, but -- but nmake sone

t ough deci sions about it -- we decided we would attend
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the public hearings and see what the Cty had to say
and try to nake a judgnent about it.

And we cane away from those hearings
convinced that the tinme had cone for the City to sell
the system and di scontinue the tinme of trying to
operate a systemthat was too expensive for the Gty
and unnmanageabl e.

Several people at those hearings said
that they were hesitant to see the City give up the
system because we woul d be losing control of it as a
conmuni ty.

Qur sense fromlistening to what -- the
testi nony was nade at those hearings, was that the
Cty had lost control of it quite sone tine ago. And
that it wasn't a matter of maintaining control, but of
turning it over to sonebody who could gain control of
It for us and manage it well for the Cty.

There were several things said at that
hearing that convinced us of that. (ditch in WbEx
connection, lost audio nonentarily) -- about water.
It's been, as we said, since 2011 above 50 percent.

One of the things that was noted at the
hearing was that the City recently replaced a thousand
feet of sewer pipe at the expense of $800,000. And

this city is sitting on -- let nme see what -- what the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N O O A~ W N PP

N DN D DD DNDDNN PP PR R
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N O 0o A W N +— O

Transcript of Proceedings
December 08, 2025 Page 23

nunber was -- 153 mles of sewer pipe. And if they
were to have to replace all of that at $800, 000 per
10,000 feet -- for a thousand feet, they'd have a
liability of about $650 mllion that the Cty is
sitting on in terns of an infrastructure that dates
back to World War 1I1.

There are 113 mles of water pipe under
the city that age to about the sane tine. And so the
potential is there for a catastrophic failure that
woul d cost the City far nore than we coul d ever
manage.

We see this sale as |ike buying
i nsurance. It spreads the risk for the Gty. People
have conplained that it may raise rates for us, which
|'"'msure is going to be the case. They' ve conpl ai ned
that we may be paying for sone | osses that are
happeni ng el sewhere in the Anerican Water system
whi ch may be the case al so.

But the other subscribers el sewhere woul d
be paying rates that would help us in case we had a
huge | oss down the road. And | think that's well
worth the expense for us.

I''m al so convinced fromlistening to
t hose who presented for the CGty, that they can't

manage these problens that we face w thout substanti al
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Increases in rates at the city |evel.

And there are two ot her advantages that |
see to this change. Ray Stipp nentioned in his
testinony that the expansion opportunities for the
city are to the west -- the west side of 1-49. Right
now the City doesn't provide water or sewer on that
side of [-49.

And as a result, businesses that have
| ooked at us have chosen not to build -- to cone in
over there. Those who have wanted to put in housing
for the community -- and we are badly in need of
| ow-i ncone/ noder at e-i ncone housing -- are not willing
to build over there because there's no water and
sewer. And | know that the Cty could not afford to
take both of those systens under |-49.

And so Anmerican Water has said they wll
take the water to wherever the city limts are. And
their conmmtnent to us is that they would take water
to the west side of 1-49 if the city limts are
expanded to that side of the city.

The ot her consideration | think is that
we' ve seen dwi ndling supplies of water. The testinony
that was given at the city council neeting was that we
just had to deepen one of our wells another 200 feet

to get the pressure and the volune that was needed to
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serve the part of the community that that tower
provided water for. | see that kind of an issue
getting worse over tine.

American Water provides us with the
opportunity of bringing water down from Stockton Lake.
They're planning a reservoir between here and Joplin
t hat woul d provi de anot her additional source of water.
And | think eventually the Cty will be going to them
whet her we sell it to themor not.

And so the wi se decision for us at this
time, | think, is to bite the bullet, nake the
commtnent to -- to sell the system and secure water
for Neosho into the future. Thanks very nuch for the
opportunity to visit.

JUDGE SEYER: Thank you, M. Farnsworth.
Are there any questions? Al right. Thank you.

M. Farnsworth's nane is the |ast one on
ny list. |s there anyone who did not sign up who
woul d like to testify tonight?

Al right. [If any -- if any of you here
toni ght or who may be watchi ng online have comments
after the hearing and you would like to submt witten
coments, you may submt themvia the Conm ssion's
website at PSC. MO. gov.

On the hone page there is a link entitled
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Submt Comments. If you'll click on that |ink, you
can wite your coments there. And all | would ask is

that you reference this case nunber, which is again
WA- 2026- 0072.

I f you have any questions or comments for
the Ofice of Public Counsel, you can e-nmail themto
MOPCO@DPC. MO. gov, g-0-v, correct? ay. Thank you.

Al right. Comm ssioner Coleman [sic],
woul d you like to make any cl osing remarks?

COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Thank you,
Judge.

Again, | want to thank you for com ng out
this evening. W heard a |lot of really good comments,
especially the Mayor. You know, when your Mayor gets
up and says the things that he said, it goes a | ong
way. Appreciate everybody's conmments.

And here again, this is the first step
and there will be other hearings down the road. W]
hear fromthe Conpany and -- and what have you. So
again, thank you for comng out. Have a good eveni ng.

JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. This hearing is
now adj ourned and we are off the record.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs concl uded at

7:06 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
|, Tracy Thorpe Taylor, CCR No. 939, within the
State of M ssouri, do hereby certify that the
testinony appearing in the foregoing matter was duly
sworn by ne; that the testinony of said witnesses was
taken by nme to the best of ny ability and thereafter
reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that I am
nei t her counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this matter was
taken, and further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by the
parties thereto, nor financially or otherw se
interested in the outcone of the action.
@ A Mﬁ 9)’ J %fﬂ
Tracy Thorpe Taylor, CCR, RPR
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