Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri
	In the Matter of the Application of Kansas City Power & Light Company for an Accounting Authority Order Allowing the Company to Record and Preserve Asset retirement Obligation Costs Consistent With Statement of Financial Accounting Standard No. 143 and Motion For Expedited Treatment  FILLIN "Type Case Caption; then Tab and Enter" \* MERGEFORMAT 
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STAFF RESPONSE TO COMMISSION ORDERS DIRECTING FILING


Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission FILLIN "Type Title of Pleading; then  Tab and Enter" \* MERGEFORMAT  (Staff) in response to the January 26, 2004 and the January 22, 2004 Orders Directing Filing of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission), and states that it can file its Staff memorandum and recommendation in this proceeding by this Friday, January 30, 2004, at 4:00 p.m.   The Staff will endeavor to file its memorandum and recommendation prior to then.  The Staff is in contact with Kansas City Power & Light Company (KCPL) trying to obtain from KCPL, as quickly as possible, the information that the Staff needs in order to make a recommendation to the Commission.

The Staff does not want to leave the Commission or KCPL with an incorrect impression regarding what is possible by February 2, 2004, which is the date by which KCPL has requested that the Commission issue an Accounting Authority Order (AAO) in this matter.  February 2, 2004 is a Monday, and no Commission agenda session is scheduled for that date.  KCPL has indicated to the Staff that according to KCPL’s external auditor, Deloitte & Touche, the filing by February 2, 2004, of a Staff pleading recommending Commission approval of the AAO requested by the KCPL may be adequate for KCPL’s professed immediate needs, pending a subsequent Order from the Commission approving KCPL’s request for an AAO.  It is the Staff’s understanding that by the phrase “by February 2, 2004,” which appears in KCPL’s pleadings, KCPL intends the inclusion of that date for action by the Commission or, as the Staff now understands, the filing of a Staff pleading recommending approval of KCPL’s request for an AAO.  


Furthermore, so as not to create an incorrect impression, the Staff wants to be clear that even though it will be able to file a Staff recommendation by January 30, 2004, at 4:00 p.m., the Staff’s filing may recommend: (1) Commission approval of KCPL’s request with no conditions other than the usual conditions, such as the Commission’s approval is not a ratemaking determination of the effect of the authorization of the AAO; (2) Commission approval of KCPL’s request with other conditions in addition to the usual conditions involving the issuance of an AAO; (3) no Commission approval of KCPL’s request at this time, due to outstanding information needs of the Staff concerning data or matters necessary for the Staff to make a recommendation; or (4) no Commission approval of KCPL’s request for an AAO.


Wherefore the Staff states that it can file its Staff memorandum and recommendation in this proceeding by this Friday, January 30, 2004, at 4:00 p.m.
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