© 0o N o O A~ wWw N P

[ERY
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Prehearing Conference Vol |
January 13, 2026 Page 1

BEFORE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
STATE OF M SSOURI
TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
PREHEARI NG CONFERENCE

El i zabet h Pet er son,
Compl ai nant , Case No.: EC-2026-0150

V.

The Empire District

El ectric Conpany d/b/a

Li berty,

Nl N N N N N N

Respondent .

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026
9: 00 a. m

Jefferson Cty, MO
vi a WebEx

VOLUME 1

JOHN CLARK, Presiding
SENI OR REGULATCORY LAW JUDGE

KAYLA HAHN, Chair,
MAI DA J. COLEMAN,
GLEN KOLKMEYER,
JOHN M TCHELL,
COW SSI ONERS

Transcri bed by:

Joe Her man

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Prehearing Conference Vol |
January 13, 2026 Page 2

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Let's go on the
record. Today's date is January 13 of 2026, and the
current time is 9:00 a.m the conm ssion has set aside
this time for a prehearing conference via Wbex in the
case captioned as Elizabeth Peterson, conplainant, v.
the Enpire District Electric Conpany, doing business as
Li berty, respondent, and that is case nunber EC- 2026-
0150.

My nane is John Cark. [|'mthe
regul atory | aw judge presiding over this matter, and |I'm
going to begin by asking the parties to enter their
appearance for the record, starting with Ms. Peterson.

M5. PETERSON:. Elizabeth Peterson.

MR CLARK: And Ms. Peterson, you are pro
se, correct?

M5. PETERSON. Yes, sir.

MR. CLARK: You are not an attorney and
you are not represented by an attorney?

MS. PETERSON:  No.

MR. CLARK: And on behalf of the Enpire
District Electric Conpany, doing business as Liberty?

MR COOPER  Yes, Your Honor. Dean
Cooper fromthe law firm of Brydon, Swearengen &

Engl and, PC, appearing on behalf of the Enpire District
El ectric Conpany, d/b/a Liberty.
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MR. CLARK: Thank you, M. Cooper. And
on behalf of the commi ssion staff? | don't show you as
muted M. Graham but | amnot getting any audio at this
time. |1'magoing to skip over you just a second, Staff,
since | see that public counsel is here as well. Entry
of appearance fromthe Ofice of Public Counsel?

M5. MARTIN: Hello, this is Anna Martin
representing the O fice of the Public Counsel today --

MR. CLARK: Thank you --

M5. MARTIN: -- and our address is on
file. Sorry.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Martin. Ckay.
Staff, do you have -- do you have m crophone wor ki ng
yet? | cannot hear you. No. That actually nuted it.

|"'mnot sure what's going on. You were comng in |oud
and clear right before the conference. Wll, just for
clarity, I'"'mgoing to go off the record while we wait
for staff to solve its m crophone problem
(O f the record.)
MR. GRAHAM Can you hear ne, Judge?

MR. CLARK: | can. Let's go back on the
record.

MR GRAHAM Ckay. I'mon nmy -- I'mon
ny tel ephone now. | beg your pardon. | don't know

what's going on with ny conputer, but |I'm here.
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MR, CLARK: It's, it's not your fault.
You're -- you were comng in aloud and clear prior to
t he conference, and | don't know what happened. |[|'m
going to rem nd everybody that as the presiding officer,
| can rule on procedural and substantive issues at a
prehearing conference pursuant to Conm ssion Rule 20 CSR
4240- 2. 090, subsection 6. Now, | -- staff filed a
notion on January 8th to stay or halt the procedural
schedule in this case.

| had actually planned to have this
conference prior to that, but I'mglad as -- that staff
filed their notion. Now, on the -- on the 30th of
Decenber, | issued an order asking Ms. Peterson to
Include or to file confidentially any power of attorney
aut horized to act on another individual's behalf, and I
asked Ms. Peterson to clarify the alleged violations and
what parts of the conplaint are alleged by the
I ndi vi dual who she's representing or standing in for and
what are their own all egations.

And we're going to return to that. Now,
the power of attorney that was filed is in fact quite
broad. So that is not an issue for nme now, but M.
Peterson, what is an issue for nme at this point in tine,
and 1'mgoing to be very honest with you, is | have --

' m havi ng sone real troubl e understandi ng your
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pl eadings as they're witten. You're asking for things
that | amunfamliar with and do not appear to be
regularly used judicial notion terns.

And that doesn't necessarily nean they're
wong. They're just not something -- but public
counsel, and I'mglad they're here, they have encouraged
me in these conplaint cases where there are safety
concerns to go ahead and pursue those under the idea
that the conmmi ssion has authority and jurisdiction over
safety issues. And I think public counsel is right in
that we do always have jurisdiction over safety issues.

However, |'ve given this a | ot of thought
because we've done a nunber of these cases now where
el ectromagnetic fields have been part of the alleged
potential harm causer. And the problemis that just
because the conmm ssion has jurisdiction or oversight of
sonet hi ng doesn't nean that that applies in every
I nstance. And an exanple of that is the conmssion is
responsi bl e for rates.

We aut hori ze changes of rates if those
come into effect, but the commssion can't do it just
any time it wants. There are procedures and rules
constraining it, and there are certain circunstances
where it's not allowed to nake certain rate case --

maki ng deci si ons between cases. So while it's true that
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we have jurisdiction of that, we don't have jurisdiction
over that in all instances to actually do sonething.

Simlarly, conplaints are very tightly
construed in regard to that. The requirenents for
conpl ai nts under the M ssouri Statute are that a person,
and that would be you, Ms. Peterson, can file a
conpl aint against a utility, that woul d be Liberty,
setting forth in witing.

That was your petition, any act or thing
done or omtted to be done by any corporation, person,
public entity in violation or claimto be in violation
of any provision of |aw subject to the conm ssion's
authority of any rule pronulgated by the conm ssion of
any utility tariff of any order or decision of the
comm ssion. And then it goes on to tal k about, rate,
rat e maki ng cannot be done out of a conplaint except
under certain circunstances.

Now, the, the part of that that I'm
having difficulty with understandi ng your case right
now, Ms. Peterson, is that part where it requires to be
in violation or claimto be in violation of any
provision of |aw subject to the conm ssion's authority,
any rule pronulgated by the commssion. So it's that
violation. There, there has to be, in ny mnd, a

violation alleged for conplaint to nove forward.
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Now, that doesn't nean that you need to,
with particularity, be able to point to an exact statute
or an exact rule in every case, but it should at |east
kind of nove in the direction of that. So you have
all eged -- at one point, you alleged a violation of a
rule. That rule that you alleged a violation of has not
gone into effect yet and won't until August 28th.

Qut of sight of that, you have indicated
-- you've included Iots of information on
el ectromagnetic fields, you' ve included |ots of
I nformation regarding cases in other jurisdictions,
whi ch you believe are applicable to this, you have
asserted ADA conpliance, which | believe in ny order |
I ndi cated the comm ssion doesn't have jurisdiction over.
We can't nmake determnations as to that. That would be
a conplaint to the ADA

So with that in mnd, and |I thought for
quite a bit, so, Ms. Peterson, can you, in very concise,
clear terns, lay out to ne what your conplaint is about?

M5. PETERSON. The first one that you
mentioned that you were concerned with, with the safety
was regard to the rate. | think you can't really -- how
does that apply to the rate principle of this whole
contract with Liberty --

MR CLARK: It, it doesn't. | was -- |
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was -- the, the whole rate thing was nerely an exanpl e
to explain that while the conmm ssion has oversight over
safety issues at all tine for the purpose of a conplaint
under the 386.390 statute, there has to be an all eged
violation. | don't see a way around that.

M5. PETERSON:. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: You have to allege that
they' re doing sonething that would be in violation of
their tariff of a | aw subject to comm ssion's authority,
of a -- of a conmssion rule, or of a utility tariff or
or der.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay, but | did want to
just hit on that right thing just before I forget it
because that one | sent in a cost analysis froma nmgjor
attorney in California. He did it and drew it up, who
went agai nst the Public Service conm ssion out there 10
years ago.

So he did a cost analysis of using smart
meters or digital neters at all versus an actual
mechani cal electrical neter, nmeter, which is an anal og
traditional nmeter, so that we woul d have sone bearing on
this. Wuldit, in fact, nmake a rate hike for the
consuner to use these kinds of equipnment that they're
choosing to use as it goes in all states, not just

M ssouri ?
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kay. So that's why | was getting
soneone outside of the -- you know, you're -- not, not
In Mssouri, but who has an attorney's hat and who has
done cost analysis. So | submtted that just in case
there was a question that it would increase ny rate, and
| also drewthat little thread with the case that John
Kauf man (phonetic) just did against -- particularly with
Enpire's rate increases, where | had approached John
Kauf man's case and asked him by phone if he woul d pl ease
i ncl ude this.

And he, he felt it was out of his tine
frame and he was on his case. So | was trying to say
that it wasn't already covered in his case, which was
just brought against him So if | need to introduce it
additionally now, | can as a rate increase that, that
has bearing to affect ne. Should | not have ny anal og,
which is currently on ny house, if | should renove it?

Then for the next 20 years, it wll
affect a rate increase for ny behalf on this household
with Enpire, and it has not already been discussed wth
t he John Kaufman al |l egati ons or whatever was goi ng on
with the other large, large rate increase brought
against, | believe, Enpire. So I, |, | just wanted to
clarify, we could go into that rate perspective and we

could also toss it into the safety part if you want, or
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we can separate them

But | came in initially on the safety
part, okay? But if you want to go to a rate, | can also
do that. | canme in assum ng we could do ADA. And so,

It threw ne when you said you couldn't do ADA. Now, |
don't expect you to do jurisdiction outside your
jurisdiction, so | get it.

But what |"'mtrying to say is, with the
jurisdiction, you do have -- | gave two exanples where -
- actually one with Spire, who | did the ADA
| ndependently with themin a request fromne to the
corporation, and they responded in kind and they sent ne

back a certified letter, and it was very professionally

done.

| enclosed that in the first entry to
say, "lI'msorry. Even Spire said | needed to take it up
wth you." So we're all being msguided. It wasn't
just me for -- | provided that, "I need an ADA fix. Can
you do it?" | was told by Spire, another utility

vendor, that in fact, at the end of our big two-nonth
drawn out thing, that | worked a nonth just to draw up

the ADA in the way that it would be legitinmate legally

to them
And they presumably said in their |egal
division, "We see this as legal.”" And then they refund
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what they wanted to do, and they got back to nme with the
certified letter boom It said to cone do this here at
M ssouri Public Service Comm ssion. So here we go.

MR, CLARK: So | think -- | think they
were at a loss as to what to do.

M5. PETERSON:. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: Let's, let's, let's back this
up several steps. Gkay. You reside with another
I ndi vidual , correct?

MS. PETERSON:  Yes.

MR. CLARK: And you have power of
attorney for that individual to nmake | egal deci sions,
correct?

MS. PETERSON.  Yes.

MR. CLARK: And you are here as -- this
Is a conplaint of both yours and this individual,
correct? O just --

MS. PETERSON. It was --

MR. CLARK: O just --

M5. PETERSON. It was (indiscernible) we
found out you can't do ADA. And so, that's when | asked
you to present nyself as the first party and no, no
| onger the --

MR. CLARK: It's your -- it's your

conpl ai nt now and the other person is no --
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MS. PETERSON. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: -- no longer a part of it.
Is that correct?

M5. PETERSON: Correct.

MR. CLARK: Ckay. So it's just -- okay.
Il will -- 1 will clarify that in any correspondi ng order
after this. So this is your conplaint, and ny
under standi ng, at least as |loosely as |I've read, is you
have currently an analog nmeter. |s that correct?

M5. PETERSON:  Yes.

MR, CLARK: And ny understanding is that
Li berty is wanting to replace that analog neter wth an
automated netering infrastructure nmeter, or AM, or
smart nmeter. |Is that correct? | see Dean Cooper

shaki ng his head. M. Cooper, could you enlighten ne?

MR COOPER: No. | think -- | think it's
alittle nore, nore subtle than that. | think they
acknowl edge they have a -- an opt-out tariff --

MR. CLARK: They do.

MR. COOPER: -- currently, right?
Separate and apart fromthe new rule. However, the
neter that they view as a traditional neter, | believe,
Ms. Peterson, the -- it is not an analog neter. It is

not an AM neter, but it's also not an anal og neter.

MR CLARK: | think I'm-- 1, | think I'm
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famliar with this fromother cases. These are neters

that in fact send out a hertz broadcast. |Is that
correct?

MR COOPER: I, | don't know that that's
the case. | don't think they' re capable of --

MR. CLARK: How, how are these -- how are
these neters read? How s Ms. -- how s Ms. Peterson's
meter currently read? In person, or?

MR COOPER: | think it's -- | believe
it's in person currently. She would know for sure, but
| believe it's in --

M5. PETERSON. They drive by -- they
drive by with goggles in the alley.

MR, CLARK: Ckay. Now -- okay. Then
let's, let's, let's nail down a little bit nore because
| want to be really clear on this. Watever kind of
nmeter you currently have, it does not broadcast to your
understanding. |s that correct, M. Peterson?

M5. PETERSON. That's correct.

MR. CLARK: And ny understanding from
what |'ve read is you do not want your neter replaced
with one that does broadcast. |Is that correct?

M5. PETERSON. | want a neter that has no
switch node power supply included init. That is going

to happen if they put one on that has a circuit board.
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And so, that's what they're trying to do. They're
trying to put a digital neter, which has the sane
circuitry as a smart neter and it has a swi tch node
power supply.

It has no surge protection to ground. So
it's a fire hazard. And so, | do not want it because it
could start an interior fire with nmy wiring. Secondly,
when | was referring back to the hearing for the
rul emaki ng for advanced neters, OX-2026-0150, whatever -
- on, on Novenber 13th, | had an expert, an EMSR expert.

And the -- and he's an EMF expert by
credentials, 1 of 50 in our United States country,
besi des who works for the EPA. So he's not a joke. He
showed up fromSt. Louis, did a civic duty and expl ai ned
why these advanced neters that are digital neters are
the sane thing as a smart neter w thout the cellular and
that they do travel through your interior wiring in what
Is called a transient.

It was eight mnutes of very tactical
expl anati on on record, public record, and we can all
review it independently. But |I know how to expl ain what
it is, soit's very technical, and yes, it is emtting -
- it's a type of EMF called ELF. It is not an RF
em ssion. So we're going to keep getting nore and nore

technical the harder we go with this. |I'mtrying not to
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bury this in technicalities, but yes, the type of neter
currently on ny hone.

And this goes back to a verbal agreenent
with Enpire, with their head human resources individual .
Her nane at that tine is Patsy Mil vaney, who Senator
Wiite got a call into her when | got -- when these smart
nmeters were strolling into towm. And at that point, |
talked with her and then I tal ked to the program manager
for Enpire.

Hs last name is Hook. | could find his
first nane. | still got the nunber sonewhere. And he
made an agreenent with nme that they weren't going to
touch ny analog. So we were fine. And Senator Wite
was i nvol ved al so because ny nother lived in a house, so
we can just go on and on, but there was nultiple smart
meters on her wall.

And so, | asked that Chad Hook, now I
remenber his first name, the Enpire program nmanager for
the smart neters, that they were hiring a third party to
come in and put out through the Joplin area. | said,
"Coul d you pl ease avoid ny nother's apartnent conpl ex
until 1 can get her noved out of that apartnent because
there's no way you're putting 20 smart nmeters on her
pi ano roomwall until she's out of that apartnent

because the apartnent conplex isn't going to stop it.
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And Liberty, | know you're going to put themin."

So they were gracious enough, with
Senator White's help, to say -- and they've been very
gracious -- to say, "Yes. W'IlIl put off that particular
part of town for a couple of nonths so you have tine to
nove your nother,” which | did. So | have known for a
| ong tinme about these kind of neters. [It's no secret
that, you know, no one wants them

That's why the Marin hire -- Marin hire
security guards with guns to walk around St. Louis to
make sure nobody gives them any probl em when they're
t aki ng these other cups of neters off, when famlies
don't understand what's happening, and they get these
smart nmeters put on their houses. Now, ny situation is,
what ever tariff is current, | do agree, and | have that
ri ght here because Jay Eastl ake (phonetic) sent it to
me, and there's a very |ong description about the word
traditional

By definition, I would say that it is
very inconclusive and very vague. And so, when we get
techni cal and when we have tine to get technical, 1'll
be happy to do that. [|I'mjust trying to stay strolling
over all this with you right now because there's |ayers
to this. But |I know what kind of equipnment they're
trying to put on ny house.
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And besides the EMF, it is also a fire
hazard, and it is due to the intricate conponentry,
which is a circuit board, which is a notherboard, which
they're taking 240 power level and they're transferring
It down to approximately 410 or sonething, 110
capability. And so, when you're doing all that, while
your draw of your power com ng fromyour power lines is
comng at the sane tinme, you're nmaking a big -- and so,
we can get real, real technical about howthis --

MR CLARK: Well --

M5. PETERSON. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: -- | don't think we have to
right at this point, M. Peterson.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: |I'msorry to cut you off, but
|"ve got a few -- do you currently have the neter you
want ?

MS. PETERSON.  Yes.

MR. CLARK: And what kind -- that's --
that is a neter wwthout a circuit board, correct?

M5. PETERSON. Correct. And at the sane
one - -

MR. CLARK: And your opposition -- your
opposition is to not a smart neter, but it would be any

nmeter that has a circuit board, correct?
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M5. PETERSON:  Yes.

MR, CLARK: And so, your issue right now
is in terns of what is classified as a traditional
meter. |s that correct?

M5. PETERSON: The regulatory with
Enpire. These wordings are very -- want to call it --
the anbiguity is off the wall, of the chart. So I did
draw up a lot of technical stuff, and I submtted it
al ready, but whenever we're there, we can go over why
and - -

MR, CLARK: (indiscernible) what, what --
woul d you tell nme what tariff sheet it is you' re |ooking
at, please?

M5. PETERSON. Jay Eastlake mailed this
to nme. It was actually the one that Enpire handed in to
himin the informal conplaint to demand that they woul d
enforce for themthe right to conme over here and put one
of these on because of this little piece of, of

description of what a traditional nmeter is defined as

within the --
MR. CLARK: At the top -- at the top
ri ght-hand corner, there should be sone nunbers. It
shoul d be --
M5. PETERSON. The statute --
MR CLARK: -- PSCMO - -
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MS. PETERSON. Yeah. Statute 386. 820,
traditional nmeter. And the description is, is about as
anbi guous as you can get. And so, they're by half-
truths getting away with this.

MR. COOPER: Hey, Judge --

MR, CLARK:  Yes.

MR COOPER:. -- if I May. O course M.
Peterson's citing to the statute, | think the opt-out
statute that cane in was sent to ne --

MR. CLARK: Yeah. That's what | gathered
too, that that wasn't --

MR. COOPER: Yeah.

MR CLARK: -- the tariff sheet, that
that was the statute.

MR. COOPER: Yeah. That doesn't really
becone effective until what, July 1 of the year, but --
and | don't know whether it helps or not, but the
conpany owes an answer, a formal answer, to the
complaint, | think by Thursday the 15, and --

MR CLARK: | -- I"IIl, I'"Il get to that
I n a second because the thing is, you have to know what
you' re answeri ng.

MR. COOPER: Yeah, but the, the, the two
tariff sheets that you may be interested in are section

5, original sheet 11, which is the existing opt-out
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provision in the tariff. And then the other one that's
going to conme into play is section 5, sheet 17F, as in
foxtrot, which is the current tariff about neter tests
and what to be done if they don't test within acceptable
paraneters.

MR. CLARK: Thank you. That does provide
alittle bit of clarity for ne. M. Gaham on behalf

of staff, are you still here? And if you're the call-in
user, | have you as nuted. Emly, can you unnute the
call-in user?

M5. WALTHERS: | sent a request. He'll

have to hit star six.

MR. CLARK: Okay. M. Gaham if you
didn't hear that, Emly said you have to press star six
to unmute on your phone. Just a nonment. Well, while we
wait for M. Gahamto join us, staff filed on January
8th, as | indicated before, a notion to suspend the
procedural orders.

And it appears staff's conundrumis a
little bit simlar to mne in that they' re not sure at
this point what it is they're to investigate because

they're not sure what, what is clained to, to be in

vi ol ati on.
M5. PETERSON. Can | speak?
MR. CLARK: Yes. (o ahead.
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M5. PETERSON. | feel that I'mthe one
who was told by the notice given to the informal
response fromEnpire that in fact they are proclai mng
that | amin violation of their right to bring over the
equi pnent of their choice.

kay. So | amin violation because Jay
East| ake, regul atory manager, requested fromthema very
sinple request, and he told nme, "No problem they'll
answer this, and I'lIl just do this. | wll tell them
specifically you want another analog if that's what they
want to do. If they want to change your neter for
sonething they're saying, then | will say that, and
they' Il get you an anal og."

He was as sure -- as right as rain he was
just going to do that, but the response canme, and in
bet ween, when | called and asked himhow it was going,
there was no one telling nme, "W're not going to get you
an anal og because we tried, and we just can't find one."
So | said, "Could you --

MR. GRAHAM Hello. Can anyone hear ne?

M5. PETERSON. -- "Could you just cone --

MR. CLARK: Hold on, M. G aham
MR. CGRAHAM Hell o.
MR. CLARK: | can't hear you.
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wor k.

letting me know that. If you'll hold on just for
second, M. Gaham I'll get back to you. 1|'m goi
l et Ms. Peterson finish.

M5. PETERSON. Thank you.

MR. GRAHAM  Thank you.

t hem because, actually, their main HR guy now used
a student of mne. |I'ma-- |I'ma teacher. And s
was telling him-- and his name is Nate. | was te
Nate, "I don't understand. |'ve asked for an anal

nmeter. How s it going?" And he's not getting any

you know, traction with that.

So | called the engineers inside. [I'mjust |iKke,

just going to repair this one?" "Well, we don't r
repair those." "Huh. That's interesting. Wy do
you repair these? | know record players still get

repaired. Many things that need repaired are

why aren't you searching for a supplier to get you

MR. GRAHAM | had to hang up and start

all over. Star six, for your information, does not

MR. CLARK: Okay. Well, thank you for

a

ng to

M5. PETERSON. So, so | was saying to

to be
o, |

I 1ing
0g
real,

So he says, "I'mchecking with |egal."

"How s

It going? Are you going to get an anal og, or are we

eal ly

n't

repairable. There's parts out there. And by the way,
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anot her anal og for ne?"

So no response. |'ve been told, though,
that 1'min nonconpliance because now they've sonehow
decided they tested it, although initially on ny
property when they tested it, which was not to ny
consent. They wal ked back kind of to the back of ny
house saying that they had the right to test it since |
didn't want the other neter on the spot, inpronptu, no
call beforehand. I'mtrying to get to work.

So I'mlike, "What do | do? Do | call
the police? Do | stand in front of then? [|'m 100
pounds. | don't think that's going to work." They
married it on back to the back and proceeded sone kind
of calibrating testing, which they've never in their
whol e history of our equi pnent cone out here and tested
this meter. It's working fine. It was working fine.
It's still working fine right now

So anyways, they did their testing, and
in fact, he just happened to have a tester in his bag,
al though they don't -- they clearly told nme they're
phasi ng these out. That's why they showed up. They're
phasing these out. They're ready to take ny anal og.
I"'mlike, "You re not phasing these out. Wo gave you
that authority?"

So they married it on back, did their
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little testing with her. Just so happened to have with
themthe calibration tools to test it. And they
personally told nme to ny face -- and that guy's nane is
Jake, and he's quite a veteran, he's been wth hima
long tinme -- to ny face, "There's nothing wong wth it.
You' re good, Ms. Peterson," left ny property.

Boom a week and a half later, they show
back up to say, "We've reviewed the test, and furthering
t hat because you called your senator, we're going to
come get it because we were going to let it go because
there was really a problemwith it all along.” So this
(i ndiscernible) --

MR. CLARK: Okay. W're, we're going to
-- we're going to -- we're going to stop there.

M5. PETERSON. -- incredible.

MR. CLARK: Hold on, Ms. Peterson.

You're -- | know you want to tal k about everything
utility-related in relation to your neter, but the, the
question before the comm ssion is not whether you've
violated anything. That's not the question. The only
question before the conm ssion right nowis, has Liberty
violated -- or Enpire, has Liberty violated sonething
over which the comm ssion woul d have oversight or not?

M5. PETERSON:. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: (indiscernible) at the end of
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the day. Now, you, so far the best that | can clarify
your conplaint -- and you, you have to realize I'min an
awkwar d position here. | cannot give you |l egal advice
even if | see you doing sonething that is not in your
best interest.

| mnot your attorney, and | can't overly
explain things to you other than to explain procedurally
what's happening. But it appears to ne that you --
that, that the only thing that | can narrow down that
sounds like it mght be a violation is that the neter
that they want to put in, you don't believe neets the
definition of traditional neter. |s that correct?

M5. PETERSON:. The current, whatever one
he just proclainmed was for sonething in July, |, | was
given this by Jay Eastlake. This is what you guys
turned into him So why is it now being said that it's
the wong one to look at for the definition? This is
what - -

MR. CLARK: |I'mnot saying it's the wong
one, Ms., Ms. Peterson. Again, | said at the begi nning,
["mtrying to clarify what the conplaint is so that
staff has --

M5. PETERSON. Opposi ng counsel just said
It was the wong one, that you need to | ook at sonet hing

el se.
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MR. CLARK: No. Opposing counsel
suggested that |I ook at two tariff sheets, which they
said were applicable to this situation.

M5. PETERSON. He --

MR. CLARK: And | wll be |ooking at that
and, and all the law, but like | said, I want to clarify
what the conplaint is. So that is one thing, that you
don't believe that the -- that the neter they're using
woul d qualify as a traditional neter.

M5. PETERSON: Correct.

MR, CLARK: Ckay. And in regards to your
safety, the ELFs that you are concerned about, is there
a particular safety standard that you believe they have
viol ated that you can point to over which the comm ssion
woul d have sone jurisdiction?

M5. PETERSON: | think that would be --
honestly, that would be a regul ation that FCC woul d
normal ly fall inline to say, "W -- level and that
| evel ," just like they do with cell towers. If you put
themtoo cl ose together, then you got a conplaint. Now
the -- now the consuner can say, "Hey. They put them
too close together. You said they have to be 750 feet
apart. My goodness."

So then they junp in when | called the

FCC at the consuner side to first try to handl e anything
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|ike this a couple of years ago, to help other people.
They told ne, at the consuner side, not the
adm ni stration | evel side, just the consuner side of
FCC, okay, so where they handle conplaints -- she is in
Vi r gi ni a.

Her nane is Robin (phonetic). She's got
20 or 30 years with the conpany, maybe 40. It's been a
year since |'ve talked to her. But she said that ny
conpl aint needs to go to the state | evel because they --
once they ship these out or whatever their little
sticker is they put on them they allow the state's --
unlike cell towers, this ain't their business, okay?

They just do a little testing, but it's
bench testing. And she was appalled when | told her
they were putting clusters of 20 together on ny nonis
apartnment wall. Yeah. That's when | bl ew her m nd.
She said, "W never said they were supposed to be set up
that way." So there's all kinds of things going on with
this. And | -- what | --

MR. CLARK: And just to clarify, this is

M5. PETERSON:. Yeah.
MR. CLARK: Your conplaint is separate
frominstalling the 20 neters on your nother's nom --

wal | ?
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M5. PETERSON. | was -- the, the person
that | was describing some of the situations down here
in Mssouri because she said that's M ssouri issue,
because -- anything to do with smart neters even though
we -- kind of Iike the UL stickers go on the other ones
that they're trying to use right now, the nonRF
advanced, those get a UL sticker.

They don't get a red sticker. FCC gets
the ones with the red stickers because they have
cellular EM. And so, cellular EMF, they quantify it,
and they normally will handl e conpl ai nts about EM-
because | know you're saying this isn't ny jurisdiction,
but I wanted to rem nd you because the clarity canme to
my opinion a long tine ago wwth ne that the FCC doesn't
have any EMF control in the state |evel.

It's up to the public service
comm ssions. And she said, "You need to take your
conplaint there for your EMF conplaint.”

MR CLARK: | didn't -- | didn't say that
we had no jurisdiction over --

M5. PETERSON:. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: -- things. W would have no
jurisdiction over anything that would be FCC. W do
certainly have sonme jurisdiction over smart neters, and

t hey coul d not have depl oyed or be depl oyi ng snart
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neters wi thout the conm ssion's perm ssion, which they
do have froma prior case.

So again, | -- you're, you're, you're in
an odd case in that | can -- | can nove forward on this
traditional neter violation, but what is it with
particularity that you are alleging is unsafe about the
meter that they want to put in?

M5. PETERSON. The -- and it's -- |ike
you said a mnute ago, what would you determne with the
ELF that is so troubl esone, and how would you be able to
stand behind it one way or the other?

And | (indiscernible), but we need to
nove to the food and (indiscernible) because they have
the oversight on this kind of what they call control EM-
com ng off an electronic because, because it's a UL
sticker, it's a different item different screening of
who gets to decide what the radiation control anount is.

And the only thing they do control over
Is what's imedi ately comng off, |ike the device
itself. Like, you turn on a little tiny transistor
radi o and your hands right next to it, how nuch
el ectronic radiation are you receiving from having your
hand near that (indiscernible)? They don't really do
field testing. So unfortunately, when you're putting a

part on soneone's interior or exterior of their hone at
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the entry port of circuitry, you're nessing with it.

And then it's coming in the interior
wiring. That's where the EMF is being created inside
the wiring fromappearing fancy -- very specific type of
ELF that's occurring. |It's called dirty electricity.
It's a transit.

MR, CLARK: Ckay.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: |I'mgoing to stop you there,
Ms. Peterson. Here's what |'ve got for your conplaint
so far, that the neter that they want to install does
not neet the definition of traditional neter, as we've
said, and it sounds like -- as best | can articulate it,
Is that the installation of the neter that Liberty
wi shes to install with a circuit board due to ELF or EMF
or both violates sonme sort of safety standard. |s that
correct?

M5. PETERSON. Yes, with IQ the interior
quality. That's a formof environnental evaluation, and
a building biologist is the only one qualified to do
this, a building biologist with an EMRS specialty,
el ectromagnetic frequency radiation specialty. And
have that person show up at that hearing. That's why I
keep referring to that hearing. W're tal king back to
t he rul emaki ng hearing, OX-2026-0150.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N B

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R
o A W N P O © 0 N O U0 M W N B O

Prehearing Conference Vol |

January 13, 2026 Page 31
MR, CLARK: I, I, | understand exactly
what rul emaki ng you're hearing -- you're tal king about

that has to go in regard to the statute that has not
taken effect yet.

M5. PETERSON. Right, but he was the one
eval uati ng what we're tal king about because you said,
how do | determ ne whether | observed --

MR. CLARK: Ckay. Let ne talk to staff
for a second.

M5. PETERSON: Ckay.

MR CLARK: M. G ahan?

MR. GRAHAM  Yeah.

MR, CLARK: Staff wanted to say the
procedure because they, in -- ny understanding is they
really didn't know what they were investigating. |Is
that correct, or aml incorrect there? And you are
mut ed agai n.

MR. GRAHAM Can you hear ne?

MR CLARK: | can hear you. o ahead.

MR, GRAHAM Ckay. Well, thankfully --

first of all, I1'"d like to enter ny appearance in this
case.

MR CLARK: I'msorry. Dd1l not take
your (indiscernible) -- okay.

MR GRAHAM This is Paul G aham of the
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staff of the Mssouri Public Service Conm ssion. |[|'ve
been in for the whole thing. | never got to enter ny --
MR. CLARK: Thank you very mnuch.
MR. GRAHAM -- appearance, Your Honor.

So the record will reflect --

MR. CLARK: | appreciate you cl eani ng out
nmy transcript for ne.

MR. GRAHAM Ckay. | just listened to
your summary of things that they stand. Your Honor, it
Is staff's understanding, and it, it is the case that |
filed the notion in sone desperation because the
deadl ine was com ng up and we were in a quandary down
here as to the staff as to what to investigate.

It's ny understanding that one of the
al l egations of the conplaint is that the conpany is in
violation of a -- of a statutory or a regulatory or a
tariff provision that's concerns, what is a traditional
neter? It's ny understanding that the conplaint states
that the conpany's in violation of whatever that
standard is.

| think it's also nmy understandi ng now
that the conplainant is alleging that the neter that the
conpany w shes to install is unsafe by sone standard.
What that standard is, that seens to be uncertain at

this point, but in any event, staff knows a little bit
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nore about this case than it did when you started, Your
Honor .

Soif I --if I msstated sonething,
hope soneone will correct ne because | understand that
this nmeeting occurred today in large part, or at |east
in some part, because of staff's concern about being
able to properly investigate the case and properly
advi se the comm ssion as to what the case is about and
per haps nmake a reconmendation, which is the -- as Your
Honor knows, is the staff's chief mssion in this case.
So that's what |'ve got to say.

MR. CLARK: Okay. Thank you. And |
think you articulated that very well. That sounds
exactly -- | think you did a better job sunmari zi ng,
perhaps, than | did in relation to those two, which
woul d be the traditional neter violation, alleged
violation, and the alleged violation of any safety
related to the nmeter's ELF or EMF radi ation.

The first one, | believe, can be clearly
fl eshed out because it clearly relates to | aw and
possibly tariff sheets. The second one is a little bit
nore difficult because I am unaware of what existing
safety standards there are. Rather than cut that off at
this time, | would |like staff to go ahead and

I nvestigate that to see if we can clarify that down to
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an actual violation, alleged violation, of sonething
nore specific or whether we need to entertain whet her
that is a, a valid claim

MR. GRAHAM | woul d nake an observati on,
Your Honor, if | may.

MR. CLARK: Go right ahead, M. G aham

MR. GRAHAM And perhaps this is a
gratuity that | should not throw out there, but as |
under st ood the conversation |eading up to this point,
many, nost, or perhaps all of the issues as to safety
that |'ve heard discussed here were actual ly discussed,
and expert testinony was submtted concerning -- in
rul emaki ng procedures. Am | correct? Because that --

MR. CLARK: | believe that is incorrect,
and this would be into one of the comm ssion's nore
recent rulemakings. And | believe that that, that
rul emaki ng has not gone into effect yet.

MR. CGRAHAM Yes, but the -- but, but the
proceedi ngs have, have occurred, and the rule is going
to go into effect, is my understandi ng.

MR. CLARK: That is correct.

MR. GRAHAM Well, the concern that |
have -- and I, | know this is kind of a gratuitous
remark at this point, but | would be concerned whet her

this whol e issue, therefore, has been preenpted. It has
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been decided. It is in a sense res judicata.

That's not the right word for rul emaking,
but if all of these matters were considered in
rul emaki ng procedures and the rule was pronulgated with
t he evidence that we've heard today, then what this case
amounts to is a collateral attack upon a rule.

MR, CLARK: And it may be, but | don't
know - -

MR GRAHAM  Ckay.

MR. CLARK: -- that at this point.
understand - -

MR CGRAHAM W don't. Yeah.

MR CLARK: -- but |I do not --
MR GRAHAM |'mjust sharing with you
where -- yeah. |1'mjust sharing with you where this

proceedi ng that we've gone through today kind of |eaves
staff inits thinking here. W wll go ahead and --
MR. CLARK: And it (indiscernible) -- |

didn't nean to interrupt --

MR GRAHAM | nean --

MR CLARK: -- M. Gaham Go ahead.

MR GRAHAM |, | didn't nean to step on
you there. O course we'll go ahead and investigate it

and so forth, as, as you wsh, but | just wsh to throw

that out there because if we're headi ng towards an

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Prehearing Conference Vol |
January 13, 2026 Page 36

evidentiary procedure here, and | understood we were
going to set a procedural schedule today, it, it may be,
Your Honor, that what we have here is in a sense a pure
question of law that can be dealt with procedurally with
briefing.

| just tossed that out there as sonething
perhaps to think about as we nove towards what | take to
be ultimately a procedural schedul e order.

MR. CLARK: Well, I'"'mnot going to -- I'm
actually not going to order a procedural schedul e today
because | don't want to do that until 1've, |'ve
clarified fully what the, the, the conplaint is. And it
appears that that may only be ferreted out possibly by a
staff investigation.

And so, ny question at this point, M.
Graham is, howlong -- would staff need additional tine
to investigate this fromits current deadline?

MR CGRAHAM Well, | have M. Backs, Al an
Backs, wth me. | -- may | confer wth himfor just a
second?

MR. CLARK: Pl ease.

MR. GRAHAM M. Backs advi ses, Your

Honor, or asks that, that we, we have two nonths from

now, eight weeks. |Is that too long? W, we had not set
up --
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MR CLARK: Ms. Peterson, you, you -- M.
Pet erson, you had requested earlier to stay your
conplaint while you did sone investigation and ot her
stuff, and | denied that request. Staff has asked for
additional tinme to investigate this conplaint by I
bel i eve about 60 days. Do you have any objections to
staff investigating -- having 60 additional days to
i nvestigate this conplaint?

M5. PETERSON. |, | have an -- | have an
objective to redirect on this conplaint, that eight-
weeks t hing.

MR CLARK: | --

M5. PETERSON: What | need to
(indiscernible) is that he's stating that this has
al ready been voted, in which it has, the, the new |l aw --
rule in August. And what | had already asked in ny
stuff | turned in just in the last couple days, because
I, I was waiting on the vote too.

| ve been waiting on the vote -- so when
| found out the vote |ast Tuesday, | was in a panic
because this is not the outcone we had wanted. They

didn't listen to us when we said that the description of

the word traditional as far as -- scientifically, it's,
It's atrain weck. It's like putting a square peg into
a round hole that -- you can't do this.
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This wording is, is so scientifically
| nappropriate. Can | put it that way, that it's, it's
sad? And so, what ny side presented in that hearing was
to wake up and shake up the facts that -- the only one
that's going to nake it into the -- into the traditional
qual i fication zone.

MR, CLARK: Now - -

M5. PETERSON. Now, now, there's -- are
not going to nake it. No advanced neters or digital
neters are going to nmake it into the traditional
qualification zone.

Now, you can have themcall opt-out al
you want, but what we're really basically telling the
conmm ssioners, who said they woul d consider our comments
and our testinonies, is you can't put this definition in
and have it be scientifically correct, even under | aw,
because that's unlawful, because it's inaccurate,
scientifically inappropriate.

Soif we're just waiting on themto
I nvestigate sonething that was al ready decided, |'m
already at a point where |'mready to petition the vote.
I'm I'malso ready to call it invalid, which I've
called ny senators already to call it invalid because we
only had a week notice to prepare to even be at that

hearing, rul emaking hearing. It was supposed to be held
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I n January.

PSC bunped it up. |'mnot saying you.
|"mjust saying they did. They bunped it up on us,
bingo, | get a call, | get a email frompublic -- office
of public counsel who's watching it for ne because |I'm
like, "I"magetting ny stuff ready. | got a couple
nont hs, you know." And they're like, "Hey. It's next
week. We got to tell you, it's, it's been bunped.”

I|"mlike, "What the heck?" I|I'mtrying to
get my expert ready to drive down there. |I'mtrying to
get people. | have a 500-nmenber Facebook group. It's
not a nonprofit. |'magetting nothing out of this. [|'m

not making a nickel out of this, but I got 500 in
Facebook group in St. Louis and 400 down here in
sout hwest M ssouri. That's called Four States Against
Smart Meters, and we hate all this advanced neter stuff.
|"msorry. W had a right to get our
stuff together to submt as cooment. W didn't get but
a week to do that. So that is invalid. That is
interfering with our opportunity as a public to get our
comments in here. So if the staff wants to investigate
sonet hing, why don't they investigate how s cone they
pushed up the tineline? Because we -- if they're
revi ewi ng what our comments were, there's only -- that

t hi ng was scheduled to go fromnoon to 5:00.
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Do you know how long it lasted? 40
mnutes. Nothing like this rate hikes thing with Enpire
where there was tons of people and everybody was ready
and you went all around all the towns and everybody got
to get their little public comment in. W got squat,
and we got the shaft, and now they've ignored what we
did tell them which was the scientific evidence.

And they don't have any -- whatever the

word is called. They don't have any rebuttal, and they

still passed it the way it stands.
MR, CLARK: Ckay.
M5. PETERSON. |I'min petition of it --

["min petition of it.

MR, CLARK: This conplaint does not
address any rights or procedural opportunities that you
woul d have had to speak in a rulemaking hearing. |'m
not going to address that as part of your conplaint. |If
you want to file sonme sort of separate conplaint in
regard to that against the --

M5. PETERSON. | called the --

MR. CLARK: -- public service conmm ssion
or not, that's, that's got nothing to do wth this
conplaint, and I want to stay very nuch on topic. |I'm
not sure --

M5. PETERSON. It's stipulated that
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that's --

MR CLARK: Hold on. M. Peterson, |'m
tal king now That neans you need to stop tal king. Bear
with nme just a nonent. | lost what | was saying. Wat
M. Gahamwas indicating is that his fear is that this
Is going to turn into a collateral attack on a
comm ssion rule, and | don't know, but |I'mnot going to
rule that out right now

Ri ght now, Ms. Peterson, I'mgoing to
all ow you sone -- a pretty broad net. In other words,
I'"'mnot going to say that your violation is confined,
confined to the traditional neter because | don't know
whet her the installation of that neter would viol ate any
ot her safety standard. So I'mgoing to let staff
I nvestigation continue in regard to that.

| f what you were voicing there was an
objection to giving theman additional tw nonths, |'m
going to overrule --

MS. PETERSON:  No.

MR. CLARK: -- that -- I'mgoing to
overrul e that objection. | amgoing to give staff the
additional two nonths to investigate. And M. G aham
Is that two nonths fromthe -- is that two nonths from
t he January 30th or fromtoday?

MR. GRAHAM Can you hear ne now, please?
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MR CLARK: | can. Go ahead, M. G aham
MR. GRAHAM Ckay. |, | heard your

question. Let's say 60 days from January the 30t h.

MR. CLARK: Okay. Al right. Let's do
that then. So that's January 30, February 28. How
about March -- yeah. That would be March. How about
March 31st? That's a Tuesday, or | (indiscernible) --

MR. GRAHAM That wi |l be for March.

MR. CLARK: -- of a report.

MR CRAHAM That wll be fine with
staff, March 31st.

MR, CLARK: Ckay. So, Ms. Peterson,
have given staff two additional nonths to investigate
this and, and file a report. Gven that this is going
to take sone tine, | amgoing to waive the comm ssion's
rule that requires that this be resolved within 100
days.

So that rule is waived at this tinme given
the amount of tinme that it's going to take for staff to
conplete their investigation and frankly, for us to
figure out exactly what the bounds of this conplaint
are. Now, M. Cooper, Liberty is required to file an
answer, and | believe that answer date is January 15th,
which is in tw days.

|"massumng -- are you -- are you -- is,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Prehearing Conference Vol |
January 13, 2026 Page 43

Is liberty prepared to file an answer, or are they going
to be requesting additional tine as well?

MR. COOPER: Well, I, | think we'd like a
little bit extra tinme just because apart -- well, the
second itemtoday that we've identified as an issue is a
little different, | guess, than | would have interpreted
t hings. Wat woul d be reasonable, Your Honor -- | nean,
I f we have anot her couple weeks, that probably is fine,
but --

MR. CLARK: kay. So you woul d request
to have -- would Brad read January 30th work?

MR. COOPER: Yes. Yeah, absolutely.

MR. CLARK: Is there any opposition to
extending the tinme for Liberty to answer this conpl aint
to January the 30th?

MR. GRAHAM No objection fromstaff.

MR, CLARK: Ms. Peterson, any objection

fromyou?
M5. PETERSON: No objection.
MR. CLARK: Ofice of the Public Counsel?
M5. MARTIN:. (indiscernible) does not
obj ect .
MR. CLARK: Thank you very much. Ckay.
Il wll grant that as well. So answer is now due January
30. Ckay. | believe that covers everything that's said
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by staff, | assune, and I'll allow you to just do this
orally on the record.

| assunme that you are not wanting ne to -
- well, inlight -- in light of the new-- in light of
the new -- in light of the extension to March 31st, |I'm
going to deny your procedural request now. It, it seens
noot in Iight of that even though, technically, they're

kind of the sane thing. Al right. M. Peterson, is

there anything -- | just want to --
M5. PETERSON. (i ndiscernible) --
MR, CLARK: -- trying to put you on the

spot, and I'm I'mjust trying to clarify what it is the
conplaint is so that we can determ ne whether or not we
can proceed forward with or what portions of the
conpl ai nt can be proceeded forward wth.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay. The part of the
other, not that statute that we're tal king about with
the word traditional -- and, you know, | want to get
real techni cal

And I"mstill not trying to waste the
court's tinme ne getting real technical, but | did want
to go over this other one that was part of their thing,
that was with how they portray in their tariff the right
--and it's itemH or sonething, where they can portray

that they have -- after a certain anount of tine when
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t hey give sone notices and notices and notices, then
they have a right to just cone and go ahead and say, "I
guess you didn't want the smart neter, so now we're
going to charge the tariff fee."

That's how they delineate that they now
get to do the opt-out program

MR, CLARK: Stop --

M5. PETERSON. That's how t hey
(indiscernible) all of this, okay? And so, that -- | am
trying to figure out what page of their tariff it's on,
and | don't see M. Cooper even as available now [It's
M. --

MR. CLARK: | don't see M. Cooper
ei t her.

MS. PETERSON: So that -- it doesn't seem
to matter to himwhat they turned in, but this was --

MR. CLARK: He may have -- |'mnot going
to infer anything.

M5. PETERSON. And --

MR. CLARK: He may have had technol ogi cal
probl ens.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay. And, and, and |I'm
sorry. | just -- I"'mnot very good at being nice to
peopl e who have wanted to cone up here and make harm

with ny life. So it's not personal, but I'm I'ma
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little frustrated because |'mnot an attorney and |'m

trying to talk to a bunch of people who are. So you can

understand ny -- if | sound enpty, |'mnot nmad at
anyone. |I'mjust frustrated. GOkay. So we're not
trying to --

MR CLARK: I'mnot -- I'mnot taking --
Ms. Peterson, |I'mnot taking any of this personally.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay.

MR CLARK: | just -- and | -- and |

understand that it can be difficult as a nonattorney to
kind of navigate the legal world. |'ve said kind of
what the bounds are in terns of what | can do, but |
certainly wll stretch as far as | can stretch to all ow
your conplaint to proceed forward until we know exactly
what the bounds of it are.

So | amgiving you quite a bit, quite a
bit of net with which to, to cast over a conplaint.
VWhat tariff sheet were you referring to as M. -- wth
Li berty?

M5. PETERSON. I'mtrying to open --

MR. CLARK: This is (indiscernible)
section H  Section H of what?

M5. PETERSON. I'mtrying to open that
right nowso | can find exactly where it's at. It's a -

- it's called H advanced netering infrastructure, AM,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Prehearing Conference Vol |
January 13, 2026 Page 47

opt-out, and this is part of their schedule fees, part
of their tariff.

Let ne get to the top of this page
because it's been stanped by you guys because | turned
it into the system but it just says at the top, "Rules
and regulations, all territory.” (indiscernible)
tal ki ng about their ability to do a term nation of
service. And then --

MR. CLARK: Top, top right-hand corner,
does it say either revised or replacenent or original
sheet nunber ?

M5. PETERSON. Well, it's basically
getting our consent by failure to get a response. And
SO --

MR. CLARK: | understand that -- |
understand that if they ask to do sonething |awful, and
you prevent them from doi ng sonething |awful, but after
a period of tinme, they can nmake a nove to di sconnect.
"' maware of that.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay. Well, it says --

MR. CLARK: It's (indiscernible) talking

about, but I do not -- and thank you, M. Cooper, com ng
(indiscernible). I, I don't -- M. Cooper, can | -- do
| need to do orders to this effect or not? | assune

that they're not going to disconnect her pending the
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out cone of this proceeding. And you're nuted.

MR. COOPER: Sorry about that, Judge.
Yeah. There -- there's no notice that's been given for
di sconnection at this point. | -- there's no plans for
di sconnection at this point.

M5. PETERSON. It was verbally told to ne
on ny front porch, if I didn't take it, they could just
shut nme off. That was on their second --

MR CLARK: I'mgoing to -- okay. |I'm
going to go ahead and order, and I'Il codify this in an
order in regard to this issue only.

M5. PETERSON:. Ckay, okay.

MR. CLARK: |I'mgoing to prevent them
from di sconnecting you during the pendency of this
proceedi ngs, but I'mgoing to | et you know that you are
still responsible for any electrical charges that you
accrue, and you nust pay those tinely.

M5. PETERSON. They are.

MR, CLARK: And -- okay, because they
could --

M5. PETERSON:. Ckay.

MR. CLARK: If you -- if you stop doing
that, then they certainly can di sconnect --

M5. PETERSON. Ckay --

MR, CLARK: -- you (indiscernible) rules.
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M5. PETERSON. Ckay. It's, it's not item
G which is termnation of system but Qpposing Counsel
Cooper, under H, advanced netering infrastructure, AM,
opt-out, it says, "Custoners receiving residential
servi ce have the option of opting out of AM reading and
el ecting nonstandard netering service," in such instance
the two-way, and it's quite |engthy.

But it basically describes that for
custoners that choose to opt out prior to the AM neter
bei ng set, they -- and -- so that they can do these
prem ses to disable the two-way conmmuni cation portion or
they can install the nonAM neter, which is the one
they're trying to give ne, okay?

And so -- then they say, "The one-tine
setup fee will be assessed, but the ongoing nonthly fee
wi || becone applicable," neaning that's when the fee
charges because now you' ve becone an opt-out custoner.
And so, by that contract of their decision to do an
I nfrastructure opt-out program they binding -- they're
binding us with this tariff.

Ckay. So we're on this new road that we
didn't know how we consented to, but okay. By consent
to not get a smart neter, we're consenting to a program
of opt-out, according to this. 1In a nornmal course of

busi ness, conpany's replacenent of neters may occur to
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the extent that a custoner denies either through
physi cal inpedenents, verbal denial, or threats of
vi ol ence, access to property, or blah, blah, blah.

Tinmely, we'll be notified in witing that
failure to provide access wll result in custonmer being
consi dered an opt-out custoner. That's how they
conclude it. Now they've concluded it, you're an opt-
out custoner. Note sooner than 30 days after that
conpany notice, which I've never received -- anyways,
conpany's notification will include information for the
custoner to understand the financial inpact of the opt-
out status.

That's their own contract. And what | --
what | turned in this -- ny last thing |'ve turned in is
a notice of fraud and extortion demand fromthe
| medi ate cessation of violations, notice of liability.
And | have filled it out, and it has to do with the opt-
out offered, "This thing they' re saying that |'ve now
done sonet hing."

So I'"'mthis opt-out. And as such, they -
- if they -- according to this, if they claimthat an
opt-out neter is nonstandard neter, that's the qualities
of the digital neter. |If they're claimng that, that is
-- actually inposes it's -- I've already turned all this

in. It's fraud under the termof swindling, SSWI-ND

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Prehearing Conference Vol |
January 13, 2026 Page 51

L-1-N-G It's swindling because | didn't ask for the
digital. | asked for the anal og.

So they want to call it the opt-out
meter. They can do this all they want, and they want to
put it under traditional |anguage of what traditional is
now, and that's scientifically inappropriate and
I naccurate. So I'mnot trying to debate law. [|'m
trying to anend law. And | was trying to do that at the
hearing, rul emaki ng hearing, and we did it the nost
part, pronul gated way we could do it.

W went in in person or whatever, and we
presented our papers, and we said this and that. So now
(indiscernible) really trying to (indiscernible)
stickler find the exact scientific problens wth the
word traditional, which your staff wants to spend two
nmonths figuring out. And so, if they review everything
|'ve turned in, nmaybe we'll get to the bottomof it.

But if | got a whiteboard and we're all
standing around, I'Il drawit out for you, and |"'l|
explain it in scientific terms why it wll never be.
Even under this, it's contradictive. This is saying it
can't be comunicating. And by the way, it's
communi cating -- it's communicating with the dirty
transients. So none of this even is effective today or

in July.
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So | can dance all we want, but right
now, they're, they're pulling off swndling and fraud,
and you don't even knowit's in your regulation. |
really feel that truly because | can read the United
States statutes where it says under Dodd Hobbs
(phonetic), Dodd 18 -- I've, I've sent all this in in ny
entries as, as of -- this was the very last thing |I sent
in my entries, but | believe --

MR. CLARK: (indiscernible) a nunber of
t hi ngs and you' ve, you've, you' ve added nmany nore
supporting docunentati on.

M5. PETERSON. Well --

MR CLARK: But at this, we're -- we are
where we are right now. |'mnot, you know -- | want to
know -- the only question -- the only question before
the comm ssion in a conplaint case i s whether the
utility has conmmtted a violation over sonething which
t he comm ssi on woul d have jurisdiction.

So that's where we have to get to to
determne. W have to narrow it down to that. And to
that end, I'"'mallowng staff to do their investigation.
I"'malso allowwng -- I"'mallow ng Liberty an additi onal
-- until the 30th to file an answer and any affirmative
def enses.

M5. PETERSON. But at any tine, if a law
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-- 1 f your statute or your definition is unlaw ul and
it's scientifically inaccurate, that disqualifies --

MR. CLARK: If -- | understand what
you're saying. |f we have a collection of rules and
| aws that contradict each other or don't work together,
hopefully that will come out in staff's investigation.

M5. PETERSON. |I'mtrying ny best to
present it. And so, that's what | amreally -- other
than saying it's a fire hazard, which | turned in
anot her sheet, to the one conpany that has a smart neter
on ny water neter now to declare themunder this notice
that they are needing to renove it and not okay. It's
on ny netal water pipe.

And | told themto get an analog. So we,
we can go all day about what other problens |I'm having,
but the only people that's being correct wwth ne ri ght
now is fire. They got nme that analog. They've never
touched it. They never cone out and said they were
going to test it so that they could take it. As they
entered ny house as ny steps, they said, verbatim--
Enpire guy said, "W are phasing these out."

Under what authority? When did the
comm ssion tell themthey could do that? | was
appal l ed. And then they went -- proceeded back, and
that's trespassing. So unlawfully, they gained their
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test, which they told nme in person was fine, and then
they left. They returned because | called ny senator.
They told ne that to ny face when they returned a week
and a half later.

MR. CLARK: You're willing to get into
the facts your case, and that's not what we're here for
ri ght now.

PETERSON:. Ckay.
CLARK: This is all procedural.
PETERSON: |'m sorry.

25 20D

CLARK: Facts and evidence to present
those, you wll do that at an evidentiary hearing, if we
have an evidentiary hearing. So we get to that, then
you certainly are welcone to talk about facts that are
rel evant to whatever the issues --

M5. PETERSON. Then he, he --

MR. CLARK: Hold on, Ms. Peterson. [|I'm
concluding this hearing. W don't have anything else to
tal k about at this point unless it's procedurally
related. Do you have a procedurally-related thing?

M5. PETERSON. Yes. He's saying he can
submt that there's a problemw th ny anal og or
what ever, and |I'm saying, how did he acquire -- that's a
| egal search.

MR CLARK: Ckay.
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M5. PETERSON. They didn't even
(i ndi scernible) appointnment. That (indiscernible) do
t hat .

MR. CLARK: Search and seizure -- search
and seizure laws are not under the jurisdiction of the
conmi ssi on.

M5. PETERSON. Ckay. So --

MR CLARK: Al right. Hold on. 1've
given you an opportunity to go on quite a bit, Ms.
Peterson. And |'ve not given nuch of an opportunity to
staff or Liberty other than to ask themto answer ny
questions. So |I'mgoing to ask right now, Staff, is
there anything else that the conm ssion needs to take up
at this prehearing conference?

MR GRAHAM No, Your Honor. Can you
hear ne?

MR. CLARK: | can. Thank you very mnuch.
M. Cooper, on behalf of Liberty, is there anything el se
that the conm ssion needs to take up at this prehearing
conf erence?

MR. COOPER: Not to ny know edge. No,
Your Honor.

MR. CLARK: kay. Ms. Peterson, is there
anything else that the conm ssion needs to take up at

this prehearing conference?
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M5. PETERSON.  No.

MR, CLARK: Ckay. W nmay or may not have
nore of these. Like |I said, why don't we -- |'m not
goi ng to convene any sort of neeting or procedural or
prehearing conference unl ess absol utely necessary until
after we have an answer and a staff rec because that'l|
give ne a nmuch better idea of where we are and maybe |
can ask sone questions that won't be so frustrating to
you, Ms. Peterson.

MS. PETERSON: Thank you.

MR, CLARK: Al right. Wth that in
mnd, I'mgoing to adjourn this hearing, and | wll
| ssue an order today codifying the orders that | nade
orally during this prehearing conference. Thank you
very much for taking the tine out to appear at this
t oday.

M5. PETERSON. Thank you.

MR. CLARK: And we are adjourned. Let's
go off the record.

(End of audio recording.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST
I, JCE HERMAN, do hereby certify:

That said audio transcription is a true

record as reported by ne, a disinterested person.

| further certify that | am not
interested in the outcone of said action, nor connected
with, nor related to any of the parties in said action,

nor to their respective counsel.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set

ny hand this 17th d of January,f 2026.
- e B -0
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Joe Her man
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