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BEFORE THE Cl VI L SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric
Conpany d/b/a Anmeren M ssouri for perm ssion and
approval and certificates of conveni ence and
necessity authorizing it to construct renewabl e
generation facilities.

CASE NO. EA-2025-0239

LOCAL PUBLI C HEARI NG
VOLUME 2
BEFORE THE HONORABLE KAROLI N WALKER
ON JANUARY 8, 2026

Comm ssi oners present:

KAYLA HAHN, Chair

MAI DA J. COLEMAN, Conmm ssi oner
GLEN KOLKMEYER, Comm ssi oner
JOHAN P. M TCHELL, Comm ssi oner

Pr oceedi ngs recorded by voi ce stenography,
transcri pt produced by conputer.

JODI T. WADE
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PROCEEDI NGS
[ Proceedi ngs conmencing in open court at 12:42 p.m]]

JUDGE: Good afternoon. |Is this January
8th, 2026, and the current tine is 12:42. M nane
Is Karolin Walker, and I'mthe regulatory | aw judge
with the Mssouri Public Service Commi ssion. And |
wi Il preside over this hearing.

The M ssouri Public Service Comm ssion has
set this tine for a |local public hearing to give
menbers of the public a chance to comment about the
application in Case Nunber EA-2025-0239, which is
captioned "In the Matter of the Application of Union
El ectric Conpany, DBA as Aneren M ssouri, for
perm ssion and approval and certificates of
conveni ence and necessity authorizing it to
construct renewabl e generation facilities."

The M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion
regul ates investor-owned utility conpanies in
M ssouri and ensures that rates are just and
r easonabl e.

The Conmm ssion also regulates the quality
of service and the safety of the operations of
I nvestor-owned utilities. The Comm ssion i s nade up
of five conm ssioners, and currently we have four.

The chair is Kayla Hahn and Conm ssioners Mida
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Col eman, d en Kol kneyer and John Mtchell.

The comm ssioners are appoi nted by the
governor to fixed terns and confirned by the Senate.
The comm ssi oners enpl oyed a staff of engineers,
accountants, attorneys, financial analysts and other
specialists in the field of utility regul ation.

Wth nme today are Chair Hahn and
Comm ssi oners Col eman, Kol kneyer and Mtchell.

Comm ssioners, if you have questions at
any tinme, feel free to interrupt nme and ask them

This is an official hearing of the
M ssouri Public Service Comm ssion, and the
statenents and the testinony of witnesses will be
recorded by the court reporter and nust be given
under oath or affirmation.

The Comm ssi on has not nmade any deci sions
in this case and neither the conm ssioners nor
nysel f can answer questions about the issues in a
case today because the Comm ssion nust renain
inpartial until after all the evidence is presented.

The court reporter is transcribing the
hearing so the Conmm ssion nmay review and read the
conment s.

| f you want to -- we want to provide all

the attendees an adequate opportunity to speak
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tonight. We will limt testinony to only three
m nutes. Once you finish your comments, please
remain at the podiumin case there are questions
fromthe comm ssioners or the attorneys for the
parti es.

Comm ssi oners and Chair Hahn, would you
i ke to make any openi ng renmarks?

CHAIR HAHN:  Yes, thank you, Judge. Chair
Hahn on of the entire Comm ssion. W want to
wel cone you to the virtual public hearing this
afternoon on the reforned sol ar project proposed by
Anmer en.

We know that you can do a |lot of things in
your afternoon with your tinme, but we are thankful
that you are joining us, and we | ook forward to
hearing your thoughts and comments about the
pr oposal .

Wth that, thank you and back to you,
Judge.

JUDCGE: Thank you, Chair Hahn. W'Ill do
entries of appearance now. First, Aneren M ssouri.

M5. HERNANDEZ: (Good afternoon. Jennifer
Her nandez appearing on behal f of Ameren M ssouri.

JUDGE: Thank you. Conm ssion staff?

M5. JOHNSON. Good afternoon, Judge.
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Tracy Johnson from staff counsel's office on behalf
of the Staff of the Conm ssion.

And ny contact information is in the
record fromthe first hearing. But just for
posterity's sake, it's 200 Madison Street in
Jefferson City, Mssouri 65102.

JUDGE: Thank you, M. Johnson. The
O fice of Public Counsel ?

M5. VANGERPEN. Good afternoon. M/ nane
I s Lindsay VanCGerpen on behalf of the OPC. And we
are also located at 200 Madi son Street here in
Jefferson Cty.

JUDCGE: Thank you, Lindsay fromthe Ofice
of the Public Counsel. Are there any intervenors
present who would |ike to make an entry of
appear ance? Like Renew M ssouri?

M5. MERS. Yes, Nicole Mers for Renew
M ssouri. And ny information is in the record.
Thank you.

JUDGE: Thanks, Ms. Mers. Sierra Cub?

Ckay, hearing no one from Sierra C ub.

M5. SCHAEFFER |'m actually here from
Sierra Club, but I"'mnot here in an official
capacity. |I'mhere as a -- just to testify as a
citizen.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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JUDGE: Ckay. For those who would like to
provi de coments today, |I'mgong to call the nanes
listed on the sign-up sheet in the order they
appear .

When | call your name, please unnute
yourself, and I wll place you under oath and ask
you to state and spell your nane. And then you can
of fer your comments to the Comm ssi on.

As | previously stated, we're linmting
comrents to three mnutes today so that everyone
present has an adequate chance to be heard.

Al so, please remain nuted until and after
you have been called. Please also stay unnmuted once
you are finished testifying as the Conm ssion or
parties may have questions to ask you.

"Il call the first witness. Bill WI chet
(phonetic). | hope | said that correctly.

Ckay, how about El aine [sic] D ane
Schaeffer?

COW R COLEMAN: Judge, this is
Comm ssi oner Col eman. Please rem nd those online to
punch "*6" to cone off of nute. Sonetines it's
difficult if they're on the tel ephone. Thank you.

JUDGE: Thank you so nmuch. As

Comm ssi oner Col eman said, please press "*6" to
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unnmute yourself if you re on the phone.

El yse Di ane Schaefer?

M5. SCHAEFFER: Hel | o.

JUDGE: Hi. Okay, let ne swear you in.
Can you -- do solemly swear or affirmthat the
comrents you're about to give are the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth?

M5. SCHAEFFER: Yes, | do.

JUDGE: Can you, please, state your nane
and spell your nane?

M5. SCHAEFFER: Yes, ny nane is Elyse
E-1-y-s-e, Schaeffer S-c-h-a-e-f-f-e-r.

JUDCGE: GCkay. You nay proceed with your
comments. Wat would you like to tell the
Comm ssi on?

M5. SCHAEFFER: Thank you, Judge. Hello,
comm ssioners. Thank you so nuch for the tine to
speak on this issue. M nane is Elyse Schaeffer,
and |'mtestifying on behalf of M ssouri Coalition
for the Environnent.

MCE is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy
organi zati on that seeks to enpower M ssourians to
protect their environnent and their health.

MCE supports the proposed Call away sol ar

project, which is a sound investnent in Mssourian's

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N B

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R
o A W N P O © 0 N O U0 M W N B O

Local Public Hearing
January 08, 2026 Page 8

heal th and our energy independence and in our
econom c security.

For these reasons, | urge the public
service Conm ssion to vote "yes" on this proposal.

Repl acing fossil fuel energy with
renewabl e resources, |ike solar, is essential for
i nproving | ocal health outcones in M ssouri.

St. Louis already suffers fromsone of the
nation's worst air quality and the nost
asthma-rel ated deaths in the country.

One of the primary drivers of our poor air
gquality is its associate health inpacts, and it's
associ ated health inpacts is fossil-fuel ed based
energy generation.

The Call away solar facility, therefore,
represents a vital step forward in protecting
M ssourian's health.

Furthernore, burning fossil fuels rel eases
carbon dioxide into the atnosphere, which increases
gl obal and | ocal tenperatures and exacerbates the
severity of extrene weather patterns, |ike |ast
sumer's deathly heat, the current drought
conditions statewi de and predicted increases in
wi | dfires.

The inportant step in preventing
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di saster-rel ated deaths and health inpacts is in
transitioning to renewabl e energy |ike solar.

Additionally, the Callaway project relies
on Mssouri's own resources to add grid capacity and
t akes advantage of the fastest energy sources
depl oyed on the narket today.

Sol ar power, unlike gas or coal, does not
have to be inported to the state, which neans that
changes in global or national |andscape, political
| andscapes are nuch less likely to effect the cost
of renewabl e energy.

For exanple, in 2025, gas fire generation
prices reached a ten-year high while solar costs
have decreased.

Cal | away sol ar al so represents a sound
financial investnent because it can go online nuch
faster than fuel -based generation could. The
average utility scale solar project is operational
within the first year, twice as fast as new gas
pl ants can cone onli ne.

Most of all, investing in solar generation
I's the best econom c investnment possible in the
ener gy sector today.

This very Comm ssion acknow edged in 2023

that, quote, renewabl e generation is the nost
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af fordabl e energy resource to replace coal -fired
generation plants.

Sol ar and wi nd power remain the cheapest
and fastest to depl oy energy sources on the nmarket
today, despite a hostile federal |andscape for
renewabl es.

As everyday M ssourians continue to face
econom ¢ chal | enges, keeping the cost of energy
af fordabl e by investing in renewabl e energy is
I nperati ve.

For the future of Mssouri's econom c and
environnental well-being, | respectfully urge the
Comm ssion to vote yes on Aneren's Cal |l away sol ar
project. Thank you so nuch for your tine and
consi der ati on.

JUDGE: Thank you, Ms. Schaeffer. GCkay,
next we have Jenn DeRose. Hi.

M5. DeROSE: 1'Ill spell ny nane.

JUDGE: Let ne go ahead -- let ne go ahead
and swear you in, please.

Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
comments you're about to give are the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth?

M5. DeROSE: | do.

JUDGE: Pl ease state your nane and spell
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your | ast nane.

M5. DeROSE: Sure. It's Jenn DeRose. The
|ast name is D-e-R-0o-s-e. And |'mhere today -- I'm
Jennifer DeRose. | live in St. Louis, Mssouri.

|"'mthe M ssouri ban coal organizing
strategist for the Sierra Cub, which is the
nation's ol dest environnental organization. W have
over 10,000 nenbers and over 45,000 supporters in
M ssouri .

So, I'd like to testify in favor of
Anmeren's Reform Solar Project. | amthrilled,
ecstatic that Aneren is taking advant age of
federal -- federal tax credits to create a project
that will provide so nmany benefits for Mssouri from
job creation to tax-based benefits for Call anay
County to affordable renewabl e energy for all.

My only conplaint is that there aren't
nore anbitious proposed renewabl e energy projects
fromAmeren and all of the other utilities across
our state.

W are, as Elyse said, far too dependent
on burning coal from Wom ng to provide our energy.
This puts us at risk for market disruptions and
volatility as well as for potential supply-chain

I ssues.
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We have the ability and the need to create
nost of our own energy right here in Mssouri
W t hout subjecting ourselves to outside forces that
threaten our energy reliability and i ndependence.

We need to be focused on energy
I ndependence. W need to be focused on energy
reliability and energy security. W need projects
that stabilize or |ower cost for househol ds.

Solar is the nost depl oyable and the
cheapest energy resource, especially when it cones
to fuel costs. Fuel is free with solar.

| don't want to see us fall behind other
states. And I'msick, literally sick, | have
chronic asthma, frombreathing toxic air here in
St. Louis. And that's partially due to, you know,
coal fire power plants that Aneren runs and
oper at es.

| really think we should be doing
everything we can to transition to a renewabl e
energy future and not clinging to the dooned
i deol ogy of a fossil fuel past.

And | thank you and the Conm ssion so nuch
for considering this project, and | thank Ameren for
submtting it. Thank you.

JUDGE: M ke Breault?
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MR. BREAULT: Yep. Here.

JUDGE: Ckay.

MR. BREAULT: Good norning. Ckay --

JUDGE: Do you solemmly swear or affirm
that the comments you are about to give are the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

MR, BREAULT: Yes, | do.

JUDGE: Pl ease state your nane and spell
your nane.

MR. BREAULT: M nane is Mke Breault. M
| ast nanme is spelled B-r-e-a-u-1I-t.

JUDGE: You nmay proceed with your
coments. \What would you like to tell the
Comm ssi on?

MR, BREAULT: Okay. |'d just like to
rem nd the Comm ssion, perhaps in an irritating way,
that you represent all of Mssouri, and the citizens
of M ssouri are counting on you to care about their
health, as far as Aneren and power plants can affect
it.

Despite the national adm nistration kind
of going backwards to the 1950s, nmany states are
advancing into the future, |eaving Mssouri behind
as far as pulling up renewabl e energy sources and

bringing themonline. And | would | ove to see
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M ssouri keep pace with all of those states.

And sol ar power, w nd power, geothernmal
generation, that's the way to go. It's nuch, nuch
qui cker than bringing coal fire, you know, dirty
coal plants, dirty natural gas plants online.

It's much better for the health of
everyone in Mssouri, and | urge the Conm ssion to
approve this project and naybe poke around to get
nore sol ar and geot hermal and wi nd power projects up
and running. Thank you. That's it.

JUDGE: Thank you so nuch. Two things, |
want to | et everyone know |'mcalling on people as
they signed up on a |ist beforehand. But anyone
el se who wants to nmake a comment, there will be an
opportunity after the people who have signed up.

And the second one is, if you have a
comment that is sonmething you' ve already said,
soneone's al ready said, you are welcone to go on the
Consuner Comments tab that can be reached by the
comm ssion's website at PSC npb.gov. And there's a
link entitled on the right side of the honepage that
says Submt Comments.

|'ll say that again at the end, but | just
want to | et everybody know who's waiting and who

woul d li ke to nake a comment, that they will be
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wel conmed to.

The next person who is signed up is Sarah
Felts. Sarah Felts? Ckay. JimSteitz?

MR. STEITZ: Yes, can you hear ne?

JUDCGE: Yes, thank you. Do you solemly
swear or affirmthe comments you' re about to give

are the truth, the whole truth and not hing but the

truth?

MR. STEITZ: Yes, indeed.

JUDCGE: Please state your nane and spell
your nane.

MR, STEITZ: Janes Steitz, that's
St-e-i-t-z.

JUDGE: Thank you. You nmay proceed with
your comments. What would you like to tell the
Comm ssi on?

MR STEITZ: Well, 1'lIl keep it brief.

"1l just point out that this is an increnental step
forward in a process that we really should have
conpl et ed about a generation ago.

| woul d have hoped that by the -- you
know, when | was younger, | would have hoped that by
2026 sol ar power would be the normnot a -- not the
exception, not a novelty, not w thstanding the

policy of purging scientific expertise that seens to
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have taken hold at the federal |evel and the policy
of abnegation of our planet and of our children's
future.

| trust that the conmm ssioners are all
scientifically literate adults and have absorbed
what scientists have told us about the need to
stabilize our climates, that is the nost inportant
task before humanity today and sub portions of
humanity, such as the M ssouri utility regul ators.

The viability of this planet as a pl ace
for human life is inversely proportional to the
anmount of fossil carbon that we burn. And
conversely, the awfulness of St. Louis sumers in
the future is directly proportional to the anounts
of fossil carbon that we burn.

As soneone who lives in St. Louis and who
traditionally enjoys doing things outside in the
sumer, | take this personally as well, as well as
just a nmenber of our society who would |ike to see
human beings in the future flourish and not be
ducki ng for cover under a climate that is turning to
hel | .

So, | encourage you to, naturally, to
approve this project and to keep the other eye on

Ameren with a persistent question of why this hasn't
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been done 100 tines over already and why is this not
the default any tinme that they request perm ssion to
install a fossil nethane turbine technol ogy that
shoul d have been foresworn a generation ago. Thank
you.

JUDGE: Thank you. |[|'ve got a nessage
from Sarah Felts. M. Felts, would you like to try
again? Ht *6 on your phone, and you should cone
of f of mute.

Ckay, well, I'"'mgoing to nove to anyone

el se who would |i ke to make a conment.

MR, ROTHE: | would Iike to make a
coment .

JUDGE: Gkay. Can you -- let ne go ahead
and swear you in, and then we'll get your nane.

Do solemmly swear or affirmthat the
comments you're about to give are the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth?

MR. ROTHE: Yes, | do.

JUDCGE: Please state and spell your nane.

MR. ROTHE: Walter Rothe, R-o0-t-h-e,
Wa-I-t-e-r.

JUDCGE: Thank you. You may proceed with
your comments. What would you like to tell the

Comm ssi on?
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MR. ROTHE: As we confront the escal ating
demand on our energy grid, | urge you to heed the
stark warnings of US Energy Secretary Chris Wight.

Secretary Wight has enphasized that the
M dconti nent | ndependent System Qperator region
enconpassi ng Ameren M ssouri faces i medi ate and
serious challenges to the reliability of our
region's electric grid with the North Anmerican
Electric Reliability Corporation assessing it at
el evated risk of capacity shortfalls over the next
five years.

The Departnent of Energy's Resource
Adequacy Report further predicts that power outages
could surge by up to 100 tinmes by 2030 if reliable
sources, fossil fuel plants or nuclear, are retired
premat urely.

These type reserved margins cartel a hire
frequency of bl ackouts threatening hones, businesses
and our way of Ilife.

And al so, as far as data centers, |ooking
at what our nei ghbor PIJM did, Kaboly (phonetic)
proposed that data centers, nmassive energy
consunmers, nust bring their -- nust bring their own
capacity to on-site generation or storage or face

mandat ory power cut offs during energencies to
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protect the broader grid.

This forward thinking approach prioritizes
reliability for all. Ameren Mssouri -- and we
shoul d chanpion -- Ameren M ssouri shoul d chanpion a
simlar path and advocate for changes to M ssouri
| aw or identify illegal | oopholes to mandate that
data centers provide 100 percent of their own power
needs or accept curtailnent at any tine to safeguard
reserves. This isn't restrictive. It's resilience.
Unfortunately, solutions can be found here in
M ssouri .

Sedal i a- based PROENERGY re purposes
retired jet engines into efficient gas turbines,

i ke their TE 6000 units, which run on natural gas
or liquid fuels, to deliver reliable on-site power.

Data centers could help the comunity with
this innovative and nost of M ssouri's jobs and
ener gy i ndependence and burning -- and turning
chal | enge into opportunity.

When Aneren generates surplus electricity
fromrenewables, offer it to data centers at
di scounted rates. This wn-win respects our
envi ronnment by maxi m zing cl ean energy use while
easing grid strain and keeping costs down for

ever yone.
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Thank you.

JUDGE: Thank you. Wuld anyone else |ike
to make a comment ?

Ckay, | want to go over this one nore
time. |If you or sonmeone you know would |ike to nmake
addi tional comments, there is the Consunmer Comments
tab that can be reached on the conmm ssion's website,
which is PSC. nb.gov. And it's on the right side of
the honepage there. It's titled Submt Comrents.
Click on that link to submt your comments naking
sure that you reference this case nunber:

EA- 2025- 0239.

Now, | would Iike to ask Conm ssi oner
Col eman to nake sone comments to close the neeting.

COW R COLEMAN:  Thank you, Judge. Thank
you very much, Judge. And thank you everyone who's
made coments today. W appreciate your input.

It's inportant for us as a Conm ssion to
understand and to know and to hear from each and
every person that's affected by the cases before us,
whet her you are a custoner, an intervener, any type
of person that would need or have assistance --

Excuse nme, Judge, |'m sending a nessage in
the coments froma wonman whose first nanme is Kelly.

She has a question about submtting comments. And

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N B

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R
o A W N P O © 0 N O U0 M W N B O

Local Public Hearing
January 08, 2026 Page 21

maybe you can find that. | can't find it anynore.

| no | onger can do nore than one thing at
atinmn. | can't wal k and chew gum at the sane tine
anynore. But | did want to bring that to your
attention.

And again, I'd just like to say, thank
you, everyone, for your tine and attention this
afternoon. W appreciate your comments. Thank you
very nuch, Judge.

JUDCGE: Thank you, Conmm ssioner Col eman.
| want to say to Kelly and al so Sarah Felts, who we
tried to get on twice, that you are wel cone to nake
coments. The Comm ssion will wel cone your
comments. And, please, nmake themon the website
PSC. no. gov and submit your comments there since
we're not able to connect to you on the phone. And
| really apologize for that technical difficulty
that we are having.

Ckay, we're going to adjourn the hearing,
and we're off the record. Thank you everyone for
appeari ng.

[ Meeting adjourned at 1:08 p.m|]
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Jodi T. Wade, an O ficial
Court Reporter for the United States District Court,
Western District of Arkansas do hereby certify that
the foregoing is a transcript of proceedi ngs which
occurred at the tinme and pl ace herei n desi gnat ed,
consi sting of 21 pages which was recorded by a
court-approved el ectroni c sound recordi ng neans and
then transcribed via a conputer personally by nme or
under ny supervision, and this transcript is a true,
correct and conplete transcript of said proceedi ngs
as reflected herein to the best of ny ability after
i stening and transcri bing said sound recording.

Signed this 22nd day of January,

2026.
Jodi T. Wade
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