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THE COURT: Good afternoon everyone. M
conputer's booting up here very slowy and |'m not
online yet, so if you'll just be patient, hopefully it's
only a few nore mnutes. | appreciate it. Alittle
t echni cal problemhere that |I'm working on sol ving.

This is going to be recorded. This is a procedural
conference in case nunber EO 2025-0228, styled in the
matter of the application of Wiite River Valley Electric
Cooperative, Inc., for approval of designated service
boundaries within portions of Christian County,

M ssouri .

My nane is Karolin Wal ker, and |I'mthe
judge assigned to preside over this case. W're going
to di scuss sone procedural issues only during this call
First, let's do entry of appearance of counsel in the
case. |If you could state your nane, who you represent,
and where you work, | would be nost appreciative. Let's
start with Wiite river.

M5. MCCORD: |'m Megan McCord, |
represent Wiite River Valley Electric Cooperative. M
busi ness address is P.O Box 14287, Springfield,
M ssouri 65814. M firmnane is Friel, MCord, &
Smley, LLC

THE COURT: Staff counsel.

M5. KLAUS: Good afternoon. Al exandra
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Kl aus on behalf of Staff, M ssouri Public Service
Comm ssion. Qur address is P.O Box 360, Jefferson
City, Mssouri 65102.

THE COURT: And Ms. Kl aus, do you have a
menber of Staff on the call as well? You could --

M5. KLAUS: Yes. M apol ogies, Judge.
Alan Bax is present on behalf of Staff as well.

THE COURT: G eat. The office of Public
Counsel .

M5. MARTIN. Representing the Ofice of
the Public Counsel is Anna Martin. And | believe that -
- | apologize, I'mnot feeling particularly well. But I
bel i eve that our address is on file.

THE COURT: And Counsel for Liberty.

M5. KNOALTON. Good afternoon, Judge.
Sarah Knowl ton and Diana Carter for the Enpire D strict
El ectric Conpany, doing business as, Liberty.

THE COURT: GCkay. Anyone el se we haven't
Identified? Oh, | don't see anyone else. (kay. The
pur pose of the procedural conference is to resolve any
| ssues that are possible and give the parties a chance
to discuss any issues outside the hearing in an effort
to resolve them At the end of the call I'mgoing to
sign off and let you talk to each other on this cal

w thout ne. | schedul ed the conference because the
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O fice of Public Counsel objected (indiscernible) filed
in this case. M. Martin, 1'd like you to discuss

(i ndi scernible) reasons for disagreenent with the
stipul ation.

M5. MARTIN. Sure. The only real reasons
that the OPC disagreed with the stipulation and
agreenent is that the -- nothing in the case prior to
that stipul ation agreenent discussed Liberty, and all
t he assessnents and anal ysis was just regarding Wite
River getting that -- getting that territory. So we
want ed nore information regardi ng what woul d happen with
custoners, custonmer notice, if they were noving to
Li berty, things like that, particularly due to recent
| ssues that Liberty has had with billing and custoner
servi ce.

THE COURT: And are those issues, were
they in the original petition for Wiite River? Lexi,
can you please let me know, if you recall

M5. KLAUS: | can't speak from
recol l ection as to whether custoner transfers were
di scussed in the application. | think that there has
been information provided that -- and pl ease correct ne
if I'"mwong, Megan, Diana, Sarah -- that with the
property description associated with the application

there would be no custoner transfers with that.
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M5. MARTIN. It does, yeah. So sorry to
add a little nore information. | spoke to Megan after |
filed our objection and I do know that the COO of Wite
River, | feel -- and, Megan, correct ne if |I'mwong,
okay -- had an affidavit that no custoners, current
custoners, were noving to Liberty. And we did get sone
i nformation regardi ng the devel opnent -- the devel opers
in the areas and things like that. W just wanted to
make sure that all those devel opers and things could
still have notice if they had any concerns.

That was actually the only thing that I
still amwanting to talk to Liberty and -- or excuse ne,
Enpire and White River about. Hopefully, with fewer
wor ds, because of ny voice.

THE COURT: So on the issue of whether or
not they're noticed devel opers in the area, do you have
any information, Ms. Martin? You have not received
i nformation that you feel you need?

M5. MARTIN: | think there was a little
bit of information that Megan gave nme. | just wanted it
all cleared up so that | knew who knew, who didn't know
any -- because | think that there were sone agreenents
perhaps with Enpire, if that was -- I'msorry, I'ma
little brain fogged. But, Megan, if you could clarify.

My brain isn't working.
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M5. MCCORD: Sure. So Anna reached out,
| think, last -- a couple of weeks ago. And the
i nformati on we provided was that there have been several
devel opers that have requested Wiite River to serve
them that are now included as part of the stipulation
agreenent that Wiite River will be serving themas part
of it. So aside fromthat, | understand that Public
Counsel has a public notice concern.

As | stated in ny response to their
objection, it's ny understanding -- and | -- D ana,
don't know about you -- but it's ny understandi ng and, |
guess, thought that this case would probably follow the
previ ous 386800 case, whereas, we wwap up this case with
a stipulation and agreenent. And then we are going to
have to file subsequent territorial agreenent cases to
amend these territories. Now, if for no other reason
than to make sure Liberty gets their tariff, right,
know.

So ny thought was that these subsequent
cases that we're going to have to file now after
wrapping up this case, will provide that public notice
as it did in that previous 386800 case. And so part of
what we did file with our response to, was notifying
everyone that no existing custoners of Wiite Rivers wll

be transferred as part of this agreenent. And the Chief
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Engi neering officer at White River did include an
affidavit saying as such.

M5. CARTER And I'min conplete
agreenent with that. | think as Megan and | put the
stipulation together, it was our intent that approval of
the stipulation in this docket would just affect that
one property, the one parcel that is going to Wite
River. And Wite River and Enpire are on the hook for
staying with their agreenent, noving into the other
dockets. But OPC, for exanple, would still be able to
participate in those new proceedings. Notice would be
the normal notice procedure under the rules.

M5. MARTIN. Ckay. So this is just -- |
just -- to clarify this, because that's the other part.
Wth the other properties that were included in the
stipulation, that wouldn't be finalized until those
ot her cases?

M5. CARTER: | think Wite R ver and
Enpire are in agreenent that we would need to file for
approval with the Conmm ssion to anend those vari ous
territorial agreenents.

M5. MARTIN. Ckay. Well --

THE COURT: Ms. Martin, I'msorry to
interrupt you. But let ne ask, given those facts, is it

OPC s -- are they going to request a hearing in this
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case?

M5. MARTI N: | don't believe so. | think

THE COURT: So, do you think you guys
m ght be able to talk and work this out?

M5. MARTIN. Yeah, | was -- that's what |
was thinking even before today started. | figured that
we just probably needed to have a chat so that | could
see, | nean, where you guys are. And |I'mso sorry, ny
voice is just dying nore and nore by the second.

THE COURT: kay. So | think ordinarily
| woul d ask everyone to give ne their avail abl e hearing
dates and send in procedural schedules, but it sounds
like you're really close and maybe, ny suggesti on woul d
be, anmending the stipulation to address OPC s concerns.
But I'"mnot going to be part of that discussion. So |
think if we're all in agreenent, what |I'mgoing to do
now is sign off and let you all talk to each other.
Anyone have an objection to that?

M5. MCCORD: No.

THE COURT: GCkay. And | also want to |et
you know that | haven't done it with -- there's a
pending notion to file a response to OPC s objection to
the stipulation that was filed out of tine. There was

no opposition toit. So I'mgoing to go ahead and grant
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all for com ng.

that notion probably next week. And (indiscernible) the

notion carry and the response be filed.

M5. MCCORD: Thank you.
THE COURT: [I'mgoing to sign off right

now and let you all talk to each other. So thank you

This has been great. Have a good day.
MCCORD: Thank you.

KLAUS: Thank you.

KNOALTON:  Thank you.

CARTER: Thank you, Judge.

MARTI N.  Thank you.

55 D D D

(End of audio recording.)
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I, JOHN GACHANJA, do hereby certify:

That said audio transcription is a true

record as reported by ne, a disinterested person.

| further certify that | am not
interested in the outcone of said action, nor connected
with, nor related to any of the parties in said action,

nor to their respective counsel.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set

nmy hand this 19th day of January, 2026.

John Gachanj a
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