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· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· Good morning.· I'm showing

that it's 9 o'clock.· Do we need to wait on anyone

before we begin?

· · · · · · · ·MR. COOPER:· I'm not aware of anybody,

Judge.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· Mr. Cooper, thank you.· If

everyone's ready -- and Mr. and Ms. Johnson, I'll do

this kind of more for your benefit than anyone else's.

Obviously everybody else is, is familiar with this.· I'm

just going to ask in a moment for people to enter an

appearance.· And all that means is I'm just asking for

you to kind of introduce yourselves.· The other -- the

lawyers will kind of give their name and business

address and, and that's all I'm looking for.· And then

I'm going to jump off the call fairly quickly and let

you talk with the other parties about perhaps how to

resolve the complaint or if you need to go to hearing.

And that's really all this is today.· So are, are there

any questions before we get started?

· · · · · · · ·MR. JOHNSON:· No, sir.

· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:· No, sir.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· All right.· Very good.· Thank

you.· Well, we'll get started.· Good morning.· We are on

the record.· This is the prehearing conference for Eddie

and Carlene Johnson v. The Empire District Electric



Company, doing business as Liberty.· It's case number

EC-2026-0048.· I am Ron Pridgen.· I'm the regulatory law

judge presiding over this prehearing conference.· It's

being held via WebEx on January 20th, 2026.· The time is

9:00 a.m.· I would like to get entries of appearance

from counsel, beginning with staff, please.

· · · · · · · ·MS. ANDREA:· Good morning, Judge Pridgen.

Andrea for staff counsel entering her appearance.· Tracy

Johnson is staff counsel.· She is also appearing this

morning.· And we also have two staff members who are

sitting in.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· Ms. Hansen, thank you.· Any

entry of appearance on behalf of Liberty, please?

· · · · · · · ·MR. COOPER:· Yes, Judge.· Dean Cooper

from the law firm of Brydon, Swearengen & England P.C.,

appearing on behalf of the Empire District Electric

Company, doing business as Liberty.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· Mr. Cooper, thank you.· Any

entry on behalf of the office of the public counsel?

Hearing none and -- this is completely optional, Mr. or

Ms. Johnson, you're free to introduce yourselves.· You

don't have to give your address or you don't have to

enter an appearance at all.· This is more for counsels.

So you can introduce yourself if you like.· If not,

we'll just keep going.



· · · · · · · ·MR. JOHNSON:· Yeah.· I'm Eddie Johnson

and my wife Carlene Johnson.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· All right.· Mr. and Ms.

Johnson, thank you and good morning.

· · · · · · · ·MR. JOHNSON:· Good morning.

· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:· Good morning.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· Have I overlooked anyone?

Anyone else needing to enter an appearance.· Okay.· I'm

not hearing anyone else.· Again --

· · · · · · · ·MS. VANGERPEN:· Judge Pridgen?

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· Yes.

· · · · · · · ·MS. VANGERPEN:· I apologize for my delay.

This is Lindsay VanGerpen, on behalf of the OPC.  I

apologize for our delay in getting on this morning.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· No problem, Ms. VanGerpen.

Thank you.· And, and will show your -- that you entered

your appearance on behalf of the office of public

counsel.· Thank you very much.· Have I overlooked any

other entries of appearance?· Okay.· Not hearing

anything, and as I said a moment ago, Mr. and Ms.

Johnson, I'm going to get off the call here in just a

moment and let you discuss with the other parties if you

can resolve the complaint or if not, if and when you'd

like to go to hearing.· And I believe that's all that I

have for the parties.· Before I get off the call, does



anyone have anything else to bring to my attention?· All

right.· I'm not hearing anything.· Counsel, would a --

some sort of either -- you know, some sort of pleading,

a procedural schedule or a status report or something.

Do you think you'd be able to file something sometime

next week just to keep me posted on, on where this is

going?

· · · · · · · ·MS. ANDREA:· Absolutely.· We can do that.

· · · · · · · ·THE COURT:· Very good.· All right.· Thank

you.· Anything else for me before I jump off the call?

Okay.· Hearing nothing, I wish you all a good morning

and I'll look forward to hearing from the parties next

week.· Thank you very much.

· · · · · · · ·MS. JOHNSON:· Thank you, sir.

· · · · · · · ·MS. VANGERPEN:· Thank you, Judge.

· · ·(End of audio recording.)
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