BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of The )

Empire District Electric Company d/b/a )

Liberty for a Certificate of Convenience ) Case No. EA-2025-0299
)
)

and Necessity to Support Resource
Adequacy

ORDER SETTING LOCAL PUBLIC HEARING
Issue Date: March 5, 2026 Effective Date: March 5, 2026

On February 27, 2026, Renew Missouri Advocates d/b/a Renew Missouri and the
Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) filed a Motion for Local Public Hearings and
Request for Expedited Treatment (Motion). The Motion requested an in-person local
public hearing in Joplin and a second one to be held virtually. The Commission set a
deadline of March 3 for parties to respond to the Motion.

On March 3, The Empire District Electric Company d/b/a Liberty filed its Request
for Procedural Schedule and Response Regarding Motion for Local Public Hearings
(Response). In it, Liberty noted that their proposed generating facility will be on land
owned by the company. Liberty states that it does not believe a local public hearing is
necessary, but, if the Commission disagrees, Liberty suggests a virtual hearing, rather
than an in-person hearing.

The Commission finds that, at this time, a local public hearing would aid the
Commission is gauging public interest in this matter, but an in-person local public hearing

is not necessary.

T All dates refer to the year 2026.



Liberty’s Response also requests a procedural schedule. The Commission will
address that request in a separate order.
THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:
1. A virtual local public hearing shall be held via the internet-based video and
teleconferencing service, Cisco Webex, to begin at 6:00 p.m. on April 16, 2026.
a. To attend the virtual local public hearing by telephone, at the
time of the hearing call 1-650-479-3207, listen to the prompt and
enter the meeting number/access code 2630 302 2856, followed by
# (pound/hashtag symbol). If prompted for a password, enter 0299.
b. To attend a virtual local public hearing by videol/internet visit the
website at www.webex.com or download the Cisco Webex Meetings

application. At hearing time, enter the meeting number/access code 2630
302 2856 and password 0299.

2. The local public hearing shall begin with an informal presentation and
question-and-answer session conducted by the Commission’s Public Policy and
Outreach Department. Formal public comments to the Commission will begin

immediately following the conclusion of the question-and-answer session.

3. Any person who needs an accommodation to participate in the hearing
should call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay

Missouri at 711 before the hearing.

4. Liberty, Staff, and Public Counsel shall each make a representative

available to address substantive issues during the question-and-answer session.

5. Liberty shall provide notice of the hearing to each of its customers no later

than ten days before the public hearing.


http://www.webex.com/

6. If possible, members of the public wishing to participate in the hearing
should register by sending their first and last name to pscinfo@psc.mo.gov, or by calling

(800) 392-4211 no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 15, 2026.

7. Comments may also be submitted by mailing the comment to the Missouri
Public Service Commission, P.O. Box 360, Jefferson City, Missouri 65102, or
electronically at https://psc.mo.gov/General/Submit_Comments. When submitting

comments, please reference Case No. EA-2025-0299.

8. The Commission’s Public Policy and Outreach Department shall make a
copy of this order available to the members of the media representing customers in

Liberty’s electric service areas.

9. The Commission’s Data Center shall provide a copy of this order to the

county commission for each county in Liberty’s electric service areas.

10. This order is effective when issued.

BY THE COMMISSION

Nancy Dippell
Secretary

Kenneth J. Seyer, Senior Regulatory
Law Judge, by delegation of authority
pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2016.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri
on this 5" day of March, 2026.



STATE OF MISSOURI

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

| have compared the preceding copy with the original on file in
this office and | do hereby certify the same to be a true copy therefrom
and the whole thereof.

WITNESS my hand and seal of the Public Service Commission,

at Jefferson City, Missouri, this 5" day of March 2026.

QZW«f JQ?M/

Nancy Dippell
Secretary

Digitally signed by

MOPSCz:es
Date: 2026.03.05

15:19:17 -06'00'



MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

File/Case No. EA-2025-0299

MO PSC Staff

Staff Counsel Department

200 Madison Street, Suite 800
P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102
staffcounselservice@psc.mo.gov

County of Barton, Missouri
County Commission Clerk

1004 Gulf, Room 104

Barton County Courthouse
Lamar, MO 64759
countyclerk@countyofbarton.com

County of Dade, Missouri
County Commission Clerk
300 W Water St.

Dade County Courthouse
Greenfield, MO 65661
dade@sos.mo.gov

County of Hickory, Missouri
County Commission Clerk
Hickory County Courthouse,
Spring and Dallas

P.O. Box 3

Hermitage, MO 65668
countyclerk@hickorycomo.com

County of McDonald, Missouri
County Commission Clerk

602 Main St., McDonald Co.
Courthouse

PO Box 665

Pineville, MO 64856
mcdonald@sos.mo.gov

March 5, 2026

Office of the Public Counsel
(OPC)

Marc Poston

200 Madison Street, Suite 650
P.O. Box 2230

Jefferson City, MO 65102
opcservice@opc.mo.gov

County of Cedar, Missouri
County Commission Clerk
113 South St., Cedar County
Courthouse

P.O. Box 665

Stockton, MO 65785
clerk@cedarcountymo.gov

County of Dallas, Missouri
County Commission Clerk
102 S Cedar, Dallas County
Admin. Bldg.

PO Box 436

Buffalo, MO 65622
dallas@sos.mo.gov

County of Jasper, Missouri
County Commission Clerk
302 S Main St., Rm 102
Jasper County Courthouse
Carthage, MO 64836
jbartosh@jaspercountymo.gov

County of Newton, Missouri
County Commission Clerk

101 S. Wood St. Newton County
Courthouse

P.O. Box 488

Neosho, MO 64850
newton@so0s.mo.gov

County of Barry, Missouri
County Commission Clerk
700 Main, Suite 2

Barry County Courthouse
Cassville, MO 65625
bccommission@centurytel.net

County of Christian, Missouri
County Commission Clerk

100 W Church, Rm. 206

Christian County Courthouse
Ozark, MO 65721
kaybrown@christiancountymo.gov

County of Greene, Missouri
County Commission Clerk

940 Boonville, Rm. 113

Greene County Courthouse
Springfield, MO 65802
sschoeller@greenecountymo.gov

County of Lawrence, Missouri
County Commission Clerk

1 E Courthouse Sq., Ste. 101
Lawrence County Courthouse
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712
lawrence@s0s.mo.gov

County of Polk, Missouri
County Commission Clerk
102 E Broadway, Rm 11
Polk County Courthouse
Bolivar, MO 65613
clerk@polkcountymo.gov



County of St. Clair, Missouri County of Stone, Missouri County of Taney, Missouri

County Commission Clerk County Commission Clerk County Commission Clerk

655 Second St., St. Clair County PO Box 45 PO Box 156

Courthouse Stone County Courthouse Forsyth, MO 65653

P.O. Box 525 Galena, MO 65656 donna.neeley@co.taney.mo.us
Osceola, MO 64776 scocelmore@gmail.com

stclair@sos.mo.gov

Liberty (Empire) Liberty (Empire) MO PSC Staff

Diana Carter Sarah Knowlton Paul Graham

428 E. Capitol Avenue, Suite 303 116 North Main Street 200 Madison Street
Jefferson City, MO 65101 Concord, NH 03301 Jefferson City, MO 65101

diana.carter@libertyutilities.com sarah.knowlton@libertyutilities.com paul.graham@psc.mo.gov

Office of the Public Counsel Renew Missouri
(OPC) Nicole Mers

Lindsay VanGerpen 501 Fay Street

200 Madison Street, Suite 650  Suite 206

P.O. Box 2230 Columbia, MO 65101
Jefferson City, MO 65102 nicole@renewmo.org

lindsay.vangerpen@opc.mo.gov
Enclosed find a certified copy of an Order or Notice issued in the above-referenced matter(s).

Sincerely,

Nancy Dippell

Secretary

Recipients listed above with a valid e-mail address will receive electronic service. Recipients without a valid e-mail
address will receive paper service.
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