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THE COURT: W'Il go on the record.
Today's date is February 19th of 2026, and the current
time is 1:01 p.m The Comm ssion has set aside this
time for a procedural conference and the case captioned
as Show Me Et hanol, Conplainant, v. Evergy M ssour
Metro, Inc., doing business as Evergy M ssouri Metro,
Respondent. And that is case nunber EC-2026-0064.

My nane is John Clark. 1'll be presiding
over this procedural conference today. This is Judge
Riley Fewell's case. Judge Riley Fewell was unable to
attend this conference but he is still the judge that
will be presiding over this case. Now |I've had a chance
to briefly I ook over this case in regard to what should
happen at this conference. And | guess there's kind of
two ways we can go, and I'mgoing to leave it in your
hands as to which direction we go.

Usually in a conplaint, whether it is a
pro se conpl ai nant or two conpanies or staff, normally
in a conplaint, there is a staff report, and shortly
after the staff report, usually the judge orders a
procedural schedule with an evidentiary hearing date.

| was | ooking over this, and it | ooks
| i ke there are a nunber of issues, and these | ook Iike
I ssues that the parties may be negotiating on, may not.

So | guess ny question for the parties today is shall we
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set a deadline for a procedural schedule or the parties
| i ke additional tinme to negotiate with a deadline for a
status report? And | should do this right now because |
forgot to do this fromthe get go. |I'mgoing to do
entries of appearance of the attorneys. For Show Me

Et hanol ?

MR. OPTlI Z: Good norning, You Honor. Tim
Qpitz of Opitz Law Firm LLC, on behalf of Show M
Et hanol .

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Optiz. And
It's good to see you again. On behalf of Evergy
M ssouri Metro?

MR. BAILEY: Hey, good norning, Your
Honor. Cole Bailey for Evergy Metro.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Bailey. On
behal f of the Comm ssion Staff?

MR CGRAHAM Paul Grahamfor the Staff of
the Mssouri Public Service Conm ssion. M/ address is
on file with this case and ot herw se.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Graham Do we
have anybody here fromthe office, the Public Counsel ?

MR. WLLIAMS:. Yes, Judge, you do.

Nat han W1l ianms appearing on behalf of the Ofice of
Public Counsel and the Public, P.O Box 2230, Jefferson
Cty, Mssouri 65102.
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THE COURT: Ww, M. WIIlians, you show
up as a blank black box like | amm ssing a person and
then you chined in. Thank you very nuch, M. WIIians.
| did not know you were there. Have | m ssed anyone? |
don't think I have. | don't believe there are any
readers or anybody else. [I'mgoing to ask a couple
qui ck questions because |'ve got a few people | don't
know on here. Wo is Trevor Rucker?

MR. CGRAHAM  Trevor Rucker, Your Honor,
Is an engineer here with the staff of the M ssouri
Publ i ¢ Conmi ssi on.

THE COURT: Brian Pasbrig?

MR. OPTlIZ: Your Honor, |'Ill speak up for
Brian. Brian is a general nmanager at Show Me Et hanol so
| don't anticipate himspeaking today but he may.

THE COURT: But he's wel cone to be there.
| nmean, we're all welcone to be there. And finally,
Matt Dority?

MR. DORITY: Morning, Judge. [I'min
regul atory with Evergy.

THE COURT: Thank you very nuch. |

appreciate that. Well, I've thrown the question out
there. |Is there anybody who would Iike to answer it?
M. OQpitz --

VR. OPTI Z: Your Honor --
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THE COURT: -- Show Me Ethanol's position
at this time, would you |like to go ahead and schedul e a
procedural order -- the scheduling of a procedural
schedule or the filing of a procedural schedul e?

MR. OPTIZ: Yeah . Your Honor, | guess, |
hadn't considered that we would just have a status
update. |'mopen to that. | had antici pated we woul d
get a date today to set a procedural schedule so |I'm
willing to nove forward with either. | think if we had,
| guess, two weeks m ght give us the tine to continue if
there's going to be any additional discussions. | know
there were sone areas of agreenent and | guess sone
di sagreenent within the filings in response to the
staff's report.

So just to lay it out there, you know, |
| ooked at ot her conplaints and sone of the tine frane, |
do think if we do go down the path of testinony, | had
anticipated, we'd put direct testinony in and | was
going to float sonmetinme in May for direct testinony and
then | think 38 days after that for rebuttal, 14 after
that for surrebuttal, and then another 14 for hearing.
But to the extent the Staff or Evergy wants to sinply
have a status update, |'m open to doing that.

And if we need to update that, we

can file a procedural schedule after we've had a chance
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to talk anong the parties so --

THE COURT: | am anenable to do either if
Show Me Et hanol is contenplating an evidentiary hearing
sonetinme in the sumer, which is, it |ooks Iike they
are, if we're looking that far out, |I'mnot opposed to
just setting a deadline for a procedural schedul e since
you' Il have plenty of tine to tal k between now and then
anyway. But --

MR OPTIZ: And that's sort of what | had
contenpl ated back of the envelope. | don't know how
expeditiously other parties had antici pated addressing
the case. So just putting that out there.

THE COURT: M. Bailey, would you like to
weigh in for Evergy?

MR. BAILEY: Yeah. | thought we were
just going to set another couple weeks out and figure
out a schedul e between the parties so |I'mokay with that
as well. So | don't knowif we need a status but if we
just set a date for procedure schedule, that'd be fine.

THE COURT: M. G ahan?

MR GRAHAM |'Ill just stand back and I et
the parties work it out. Gven that this is a conplaint
case, as the conm ssion knows, the staff's report was a
little different than sone of these reports are. On the

basis of the investigation, we did not find a violation
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but we were unconfortable with the proposition given the
facts of this case, that we were unconfortable at that
point in light of things that we wanted to know wth
goi ng ahead and reconmendi ng a di sposition.

And in the back of ny mnd, at |east, was
possibility that given the nature of the problens in
this case, that the parties would want to or were
actually involved in -- | wouldn't call it negotiation,
| would call it problemsolving -- and so | took ny
litigation cap off and | put ny regulatory cap off,
thinking that this mght be the kind of case where we
stand back in the context of a conplaint case and | et
two parties with a conplicated problemtry to solve it.
Not in the spirit of negotiation, not necessarily in the
spirit of deciding whether a violation had occurred or
not occurred, thunbs up, thunbs down, but actually
noving along with the process of resolving a problem
And that's what we had in mnd on this floor wwth Staff,
but at the end of the day, this is their case, it's not
Staff's.

THE COURT: | think that's very well
said, though. | think problemsolving as opposed to

negotiation. Gven what |I've read of the Staff report

and responses, | think that's probably reasonably
accurate, although it still exists within the conpl aint
(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
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case. | knowthere's a notion to dismss out there, |
believe, fromEvergy. |'mnot going to touch that. |'m
going to |eave that for Judge Fewell. M. WIIians,

does OPC have a position?

MR WLLIAVS: Judge, | don't anticipate
that Public Counsel is going to be very active in this
case. At sone point, we may even ask for |eave to not
participate. The only thing | wanted to throw out, and
| don't know that the dates Timtal ked about woul d push
things out that far but today the Comm ssion set a
hearing in the Evergy rate case for Septenber 28th
t hrough Oct ober 9th.

THE COURT: Well, thank you for letting
me know that. | was unaware of that.

MR. OPTIZ: | guess |'d offer, Your
Honor, given that it's sort of you're pinch hitting here
today, | nmean, would it nake sense if | take the | ead on
a filing that says, we wll file sonething either by a
procedural schedule or a status report by a certain
date, two weeks out, maybe, and go fromthere? And if
folks are inclined to continue talking and there is
progress, perhaps the status report would be nore
appropriate. Oherw se, we can go ahead and file our
proposed schedul es.

THE COURT: Well, | like that. That's
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the best of both worlds. Wy don't we do that? [If |
were to set Friday, the 6th March, as a deadline for a
status report or a procedural schedule, is that
sufficient tinme?

MR OPTIZ: That works for nme, Your
Honor .

THE COURT: | nean, |'mperfectly willing
to go out another week but that's another Friday the
13t h.

MR. OPTlIZ: Yeah, | think we can get
together by Friday the 6th of March, that is. So --

MR BAILEY: That works for ne, Your
Honor .

THE COURT: Geat, thank you.

MR GRAHAM This is Paul G ahamfor the
Staff, if | may.

THE COURT: Pl ease.

MR. GRAHAM W're setting the sticks,
and it occurs to ne that usually Staff takes the |ead
and is responsible for filing the procedural schedul e.
And | appreciate the others that volunteered that that's
a good date but as the expression goes, it all depends
on who's taken the | ead on and has the responsibility
for filing that. Staff will be happy to undertake its

usual duties there but | do need to know and have it
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clarified as to Staff's role in preparing this
procedural schedule or status report at this point.

THE COURT: | have no problemw th doing
that. | have no problemw th issuing an order to that
effect, basically saying that Staff wll confer with the
ot her parties and submt either a status report or a
proposed procedural schedule on March 6th.

MR. CRAHAM Geat. Thanks, Your Honor.
| actually wasn't inviting you to issue an order so nuch
as maybe sonebody woul d just speak up and say, "I wll
take that duty over." But Staff would be happy to do
that and thanks for the clarification.

MR OPTIZ: Paul, this TimQpitz, | wll
follow up with you and Cole shortly after this call and
say -- well, it mght be tonorrow norning but | wll
follow up you and I wll endeavor to take the |ead on
that filing to the extent we get to that point.

MR GRAHAM  Thanks.

THE COURT: So | will make it sonewhat
vague, and | wll just direct that the parties file a
j oi nt proposed procedural schedule, and whoever wants to
take the lead on it may take the |ead.

MR. GRAHAM  Thanks, Judge.

THE COURT: |Is there --

MR GRAHAM We'l| take out orders --

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Procedural Conference Vol |
February 19, 2026 Page 11

THE COURT: |I'mhoping | have a 2 o
cl ock conference as well but |'mhoping to get one out
before the end of the day. But it's just going to be a
notice of rulings at procedural conference, basically
codifying what | said here today. So is there anything
else | need to take up at this tine?

MR CGRAHAM Not from Staff.

MR OPTIZ: Nothing further fromne, Your
Honor .

MR. BAILEY: Nothing further from ne.
Thank you.

THE COURT: M. WIlians?

MR WLLIAVS: Not from Public Counsel.

THE COURT: Well, | don't have anything
el se to do. Hearing nothing that needs to be addressed
further, I wll thank you all for attending this
conference and | will adjourn and we will go off the
record.

MR. GRAHAM  Thanks, Judge.

THE COURT: Thank you very nuch.

(End of audio recording.)
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That said audio transcription is a true

record as reported by ne, a disinterested person.

| further certify that | am not
interested in the outcone of said action, nor connected
with, nor related to any of the parties in said action,

nor to their respective counsel.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set

ny hand this 1st day of March, 2026.
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