  
                  
               STATE OF MISSOURI
  PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 10th day of October, 2002.

In the Matter of the Joint Application of 


)

Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc., and 


)

Affordaphone, Inc.,





)
Case No. CM‑2002‑1160

for Approval of a Transaction Whereby


)

Affordaphone, Inc. will Acquire the Customers of 
)

Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc.



)


ORDER APPROVING TRANSFER OF ASSETS
Syllabus: This order approves the application filed with the Commission for authority to transfer assets.

The Transaction

On June 26, 2002, Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc. and Affordaphone, Inc. filed a joint application under Section 392.300 RSMo 2000, with the Missouri Public Service Commission for authority to transfer assets, namely, all basic local telecommunications service customers of Quick‑Tel in Missouri.  

The application notes that the owners of Affordaphone purchased the stock of Quick‑Tel in August 2001, and Quick‑Tel has operated as a separate corporation for the purpose of providing telecommunications service in Missouri and other states.  Affordaphone, according to the applicants, now intends to acquire the customers of Quick‑Tel so that Quick‑Tel may discontinue providing telecommunications service in the state of Missouri.  The application points out that Affordaphone is seeking a certificate of service authority to provide basic local telecommunications service in Missouri in a separate application.  The applicants state that Affordaphone intends to adopt the existing Quick‑Tel local service tariff, and will file its tariff adoption notice at such time as is deemed appropriate by the Commission.  The application pointed out that the Missouri customers affected by this agreement include 57 residential customers.  The customers, say the joint applicants, will be provided notice of the transaction and their option to transfer to another local exchange company.  Quick‑Tel, according to the application, intends to discontinue providing telecommunications service in Missouri on approval of the joint application and Affordaphone’s certificate application and on transfer of its Missouri customers to Affordaphone.  Therefore, states the application, Quick‑Tel also seeks cancellation of its basic local service certificate of service authority and tariff on transfer of its customers.

Applicants submit that their efforts to provide customers with notice of the transfer will reasonably and adequately advise customers of the corporate change in their basic local telecommunications service, and therefore request that the Commission either find that the anti‑slamming provisions of Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑33.150 is inapplicable to the proposed transfer or find good cause to waive the applicability of the rule to the transaction.

Discussion

On October 3, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed its recommendation, stating that the proposed transaction should be approved.  Staff does not believe the transaction will be detrimental to the public interest because the transaction involves competitively classified companies and because a customer has or will receive notice and can freely switch to another provider.  Staff notes that the application stated that Affordaphone will file an adoption notice to adopt Quick‑Tel’s tariff at such time as is deemed appropriate by the Commission.  The application, Staff noted further, also sought cancellation of Quick‑Tel’s basic local exchange certificate on the transfer of its customers.  Staff recommends that the Commission’s order to approve the proposed transaction should direct Affordaphone to file an adoption notice within 30 days of the effective date of the Commission’s order.  The Staff also recommends that the Commission’s order cancel Quick‑Tel’s tariff 60 days after the effective date to allow time for the transfer of customers and approval of Affordaphone’s adoption notice.

The Commission has reviewed the application and the Staff’s memorandum and recommendation and finds that approval of the transfer is not detrimental to the public interest and the transaction should be approved.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the application for approval of transfer of assets filed on June 26, 2002, by Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc., and Affordaphone, Inc., Section 392.300 RSMo 2000, is approved and that the applicants are authorized to take all actions necessary to effect the transaction authorized by this order.

2. That the subscriber authorization and verification requirement for the change of the customers’ primary interexchange carrier under Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑33.150 (i.e., the anti‑slamming rule) is waived.
3. That Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc., and Affordaphone, Inc., must give notice to their customers of the transaction, including their option to transfer to another company, if such notice has not already been given.

4. That Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc., and Affordaphone, Inc., must report to the Missouri Public Service Commission within ten business days of the completion of the approved transaction that the transaction and notice have been accomplished. 

5. That Affordaphone, Inc., must file an adoption notice of the tariffs of Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc., by November 19, 2002.

6.
That the tariffs of Quick‑Tel Communications, Inc., will be canceled on December 19, 2002.
7.
That this order will become effective on October 20, 2002.







BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Simmons, Ch., absent
Hopkins, Senior Regulatory Law Judge 
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