BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
Staff of the Public Service 




)

Commission of Missouri,




)









)





Complainant,


)









)

v.







)
Case No. GC‑2003‑0314








)

Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P.,


)









)




Respondent.


)

ORDER SCHEDULING AN ON-THE-RECORD PRESENTATION REGARDING UNANIMOUS STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT

The Staff of the Commission filed a complaint against Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P. on March 7, 2003.  That complaint alleged that Southern Missouri violated its own tariffs by offering a service known as “Transportation Service – Internal” to some of its customers.  On September 30, the parties filed a unanimous stipulation and agreement that purports to resolve all disputes between the parties.  After discussing the stipulation and agreement at an agenda meeting, the Commission has questions about the meaning of one of the provisions of the stipulation and agreement.  Specifically, the Commission would like to learn more about paragraph 6 of the stipulation and agreement.

Paragraph 6 provides as follows:

Neither Staff nor Public Counsel shall propose any disallowance, revenue imputation, or other adjustment in any ACA case involving SMGC related to the provision of “Transportation Service-Internal” of the type rejected by the Commission in its Report and Order in GR-2001-388. This paragraph shall not prohibit Staff or Public Counsel from reviewing the prudence of SMGC’s actions regarding “Transportation Service Internal.”

In its Suggestions in Support of Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement, Staff indicates that it interprets this paragraph to mean, “the only type of adjustment that the Staff cannot propose is the type specifically rejected by the Commission in GR-2001-388.”

The Commission is unsure of the precise meaning of this provision and it wants to ensure that the parties truly agree about the proper scope of the limitation on Staff and Public Counsel so that the Commission is not asked to interpret the intention of the parties in some future case. 

To that end, the Commission will schedule an on-the-record presentation at which the parties will be expected to explain their understanding and intentions regarding this provision. 


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That an on-the-record presentation will be held on November 3, 2003, beginning at 9:00 a.m., at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  This presentation will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this presentation, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the presentation. 

2.
That this order shall become effective on October 21, 2003.


BY THE COMMISSION 


Dale Hardy Roberts


Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 21st day of October, 2003.
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