BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

James Dudley,




)







)




Complainant,
)







)

v.





)
Case No. GC-2004-0216







)

Missouri Gas Energy,



)







)




Respondent.
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On December 19, 2003, the Commission issued an order directing its Staff to investigate this complaint and file its recommendation.  The order noted that both Missouri Gas Energy (MGE) and the Complainant could file a response to Staff’s Recommendation within ten days. 

The Staff filed its Recommendation on January 20, 2004.  Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order finding that (1) the past due debt of $2,099.96 for gas service at 4024 Prospect in Kansas City, Missouri, for the time period of October 2000 through April 2001 is not owed by Complainant Dudley; (2) Complainant Dudley owes $104.63 for gas service taken out by him for his use and benefit at 4024 Prospect for the period of July 2001 through April 2002; and (3) MGE may collect other undisputed indebtedness against other properties owned by Complainant Dudley.  

On February 3, 2004, MGE filed its Response to Staff Recommendation and Motion for Leave to Late File Response.    MGE notes that it inadvertently overlooked the deadline and thus its response is four days late.  MGE requests that the Commission accept its response out of time.  MGE also argues that Staff’s analysis is flawed as to the bills totaling $2,099.96, and requests that the Commission dismiss the complaint.

Complainant late-filed his response to the Staff’s Recommendation on March 17, 2004.  Complainant requests that the Commission either issue an order in his favor or set the matter for hearing.

The Commission finds that this matter should be set for hearing.  The Commission will direct the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule.  Although Staff shall consult with all parties, Staff shall ultimately be responsible for filing the proposed procedural schedule.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file a proposed procedural schedule no later than April 12, 2004.

2. That this order shall become effective on April 2, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 2nd day of April, 2004.
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