BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Evergy Metro, Inc. d/b/a
Evergy Missouri Metro’s Request for
Authority to Implement a General Rate
Increase for Electric Service

Case No. ER-2026-0143

)
)
)
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING IN COMPLIANCE WITH
COMMISSION RULE 20 CSR 4240-2.135

Issue Date: April 15, 2026 Effective Date: April 15, 2026

On April 8, 2026, the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) filed a motion
requesting a Commission order. Public Counsel's motion states that Evergy Metro, Inc.
d/b/a Evergy Missouri Metro (Evergy Metro) filed testimony and schedules that failed to
comply with the Commission’s rule regarding confidential information, Commission Rule
20 CSR 4240-2.135.

Public Counsel asserts that Evergy Metro failed to comply with the Commission’s
confidentiality rule by not providing explanations as required by Commission Rule 20 CSR
4240-2.135(2)(B). Public Counsel also asserts that Evergy Metro’s confidential
information is overly broad in that it does not limit the confidential classification to only the
specific information that qualifies as confidential. Public Counsel requests that the
Commission issue an order directing Evergy Metro to resubmit cover sheets or pleadings
with an explanation for how the confidential information qualifies as confidential under the
three specific subsections of 20 CSR 4240-2.135(2)(A), within twenty days. Public
Counsel requests that if Evergy Metro fails to do so, the Commission make the

confidential information at issue public.



Evergy Metro filed a response in opposition to Public Counsel’s request arguing
that this is a discovery dispute and therefore Public Counsel failed to follow the procedural
protocols for a discovery dispute prior to filing a request for a Commission order. Evergy
Metro asserts that making the information public is an inappropriate remedy.

Relevant Law

Commission Rule 20 CSR 4240-2.135(2)(B) states in part:

Any information designated as confidential shall be submitted with a cover

sheet or pleading describing how such information qualifies as confidential

under subsection (2)(A) of this rule, including the specific subsection relied

upon and an explanation of its applicability. Only the specific information

that qualifies as confidential shall be designated as such.

Decision

The Commission is not persuaded by Evergy Metro’s argument that this is a
“discovery dispute”. This dispute concerns prefiled direct testimony and schedules, not
discovery. Evergy Metro misreads subsection (5) as addressing the designation, it only
addresses discovery information that is designated confidential. Public Counsel is not
seeking discovery of the prefiled testimony nor disagreeing with the confidential
designation. What is at issue is whether Evergy Metro has complied with the
Commission’s rule concerning how confidential information is designated, which it has
not.

Evergy Metro is aware of the requirements of Commission Rule 20 CSR
4240-2.135(2)(B). Evergy Metro cited to that very rule in its Reply in Support of Google
and Velvet Tech's Motion for Protective Order filed on April 9, 2026, in this docket. Where

it stated:

OPC'’s cover-page proposal depends on importing the requirements of Rule
20 CSR 4240-2.135(2)(B) into a different subsection that does not contain



them. Subsection (2)(B) applies to ordinary “Confidential” designations and

expressly provides that information designated as confidential “shall be

submitted with a cover sheet or pleading” describing how the information
qualifies as confidential, identifying the specific subsection relied upon, and
explaining its applicability.

The Commission’s confidentiality rules are not overly burdensome or difficult to
comply with. All that is required is an explanation as to which of several categories the
specific information falls into, and why it belongs in that category. Evergy Metro has
provided the category but not the necessary explanation. The Commission will direct
Evergy Metro to do so.

However, Public Counsel cites no law that would support the Commission making
confidential information public, nor is that remedy in the public interest. The appropriate
remedy for non-conforming testimony would be to not allow its admission.

Therefore, the Commission will direct Evergy Metro to resubmit conforming
testimony and schedules with the necessary Commission Rule 20 CSR
4240-2.135(2)(B) explanations.

THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:

1. No later than May 5, 2026, Evergy Metro shall resubmit the prefiled direct

testimony and schedules at issue in compliance with Commission Rule 20 CSR

4240-2.135.

2. This order is effective when issued.

BY THE COMMISSION

W@M

Nancy Dippell
Secretary




John T. Clark, Senior Regulatory Law Judge,
by delegation of authority pursuant to
Section 386.240, RSMo 2016.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,
on this 15th day of April, 2026.
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