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· · · · · * * * * * * * * * * *

(Starting time of the hearing: 7:04 p.m.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Let's go on the record.

Good evening.· It is April 16th of 2026, and

the current time is 7:04 p.m.· Now, the

question and answer portion of the local public

hearing just ended.· If you had questions about

this certificate of convenience and necessity

case, I hope you were able to get answers to

those questions.

· · ·Now is the formal part of the local public

hearing, where the public can offer comments to

the Commission.· I'm going to ask that unless

you're offering comments that you keep yourself

muted, and if you are participating by phone,

you can mute yourself by pressing star 6.· Now,

the Missouri Public Commission has set aside

this time today for a virtual local public

hearing in case number, EA-2025-0299, which is

captioned as In the Matter of the Application

of the Empire District Electric Company Doing

Business as Liberty for a Certificate of

Convenience and Necessity to Support Resource

Advocacy.

· · ·My name is John Clark.· I'm the regulatory



law judge presiding over this hearing tonight.

Now, the Missouri Public Service Commission

regulates the rates charged by investor-owned

utility companies in Missouri to ensure those

rates are just and reasonable.· The Commission

also regulates the quality of service and the

safety of operations of investor-owned

utilities.

· · ·Now, the Commission is made up of five

commissioners: the Chair of the Commission,

Kayla Hahn and Commissioners Maida Coleman,

Glenn Kolkmeyer and John Mitchell.· One

commission seat is currently vacant.· Now, the

commissioners are appointed by the governor to

a fixed term and confirmed by the senate, and

they employ a staff of engineers, accountants,

attorneys, financial analysts and other

specialists in the field of utility regulation.

· · ·Now, with me today are Commissioners Maida

Coleman, Glenn Kolkmeyer and John Mitchell.

Commissioner Kolkmeyer, would you like to make

any opening remarks?

· · ·COMMISSIONER KOLKSMEYER:· Yes, thank you,

Judge.· On behalf of Chair Hahn and the other

commissioners, I want to welcome everyone here



to the local public hearing.· We have not made

any decisions in this case.· The reason why is

because we -- this is the first step, the

local public hearing, to hear from you, the

constituents and the ratepayers.· We hear from

you first, so we have not taken any evidence;

we have not taken any testimony.· We want to

hear from you first.· So, here again, we want

to here what you have to say about this --

about this case.· So, again, welcome.

· · ·It's a beautiful evening.· You all could

be doing a whole lot of things besides setting

this local public hearing, but we sure welcome

you.· So, thank you, Judge.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you, Commissioner

Kolkmeyer.· Now, for the comment portion of

this hearing, a court reporter is transcribing

the hearing, and that's so the other

commissioners can review this later, and any

commissioners who were unable to be present

tonight, can read it and read your comments.

· · ·I will start by asking counsel to enter

their appearances for the record, and I will

start with the Empire District Electric Company

doing business as Liberty.· Ms. Carter, I



believe you're muted.· I still cannot hear you.

· · ·MS. CARTER:· How about -- how about now?

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· I can hear you.· Thank you

very much.

· · ·MS. CARTER:· Diana Carter for the Empire

District Electric Company doing business as

Liberty.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you.· On behalf of

staff of the Commission?

· · ·MR. GRAHAM:· Hello, this is Paul Graham.

And I represent the staff of the Missouri --

the legal counsel staff of the Missouri Public

Commission.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you, Mr. Graham.· On

behalf of the Office of Public Counsel?

· · ·MS. VANGERPEN:· Good evening, Lindsey

VanGerpen on behalf of the OPC.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Is there any counsel present

I haven't called?

· · ·MS. MERS:· Nicole Mers for Renew Missouri

is present, thank you.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you, Ms. Mers, I

should have seen you there.· Now, for those who

would like to provide comments today, let me

see really quick.· For those who would like to



provide comments today, I'm going to call the

names in the order on a list I received.· And

when I call your name, I'm going to ask that

you unmute yourself, I swear you in and you'll

have -- I will ask you to state and spell your

name for the record, and then you'll have a

chance to offer your comments to the

Commission.· After you offer comment to the

Commission, don't immediately mute yourself

again, because you may -- we -- the

Commissioners may have questions for you or I

may have questions for you or the attorneys may

have questions for you.

· · ·If the Commissioners have questions,

please -- please feel free to ask them at any

time.· If any attorneys have questions, please

get my attention and I will recognize you and

you will be able to ask your questions.

· · ·Now, the Commission, as Mr. Kolkmeyer --

or Commissioner Kolkmeyer eluded to, won't be

able to answer any questions today; and that's

because they have to remain partial --

impartial until after the evidence is presented

at any evidentiary hearing.· If you have

questions about this case that were not



answered during the question and answer

portion, I'm going to ask you to speak to a

representative of the company, the Commission

Staff or the Office of the Public Counsel.· I'm

going to also ask that -- that you be polite

while other people are offering their comments

and not interrupt them.· Basically, treat

others as you would like to be treated.

· · ·With that in mind, I'm going to call the

first person to testify and let me know if I

butcher your name.· Cheryl Marcum.· Ms. Marcum.

And, again, if you are participating by phone,

you can press star 6 to unmute.

· · ·MS. MARCUM:· Okay, hi.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Hello, would you raise your

right hand to be sworn?

· · · · · (Cheryl Marcum sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Would you state and spell

your name for the record?

· · ·MS. MARCUM:· Cheryl, C-h-e-r-y-l, Y.,

Marcum, M-a-r-c-u-m.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· What would you like to tell

the Commission this evening about this case?

· · ·MS. MARCUM:· Thank you for taking public

comments.· This is real important.· Emergencies



demand urgency.· Our earth is rapidly

overheating as we talk right now about building

yet another natural gas-fueled generation

combustion unit that omits greenhouse gases

responsible for that overheating.· I understand

that combusting natural gas, primarily methane,

produces fewer greenhouse gases then combusting

coal or oil; but our climate energy requires us

to stop combusting fossil fuels altogether now.

· · ·In addition, fracking, piping, trucking

methane is lethal to our environment in many

ways.· Do not build this gas-fired plant.

Methane is a major driver of climate change

right now, while carbon dioxide remains in the

atmosphere for centuries and remains the

dominant driver of recent climate change,

methane remains in the atmosphere for about 12

years, but it is far more powerful at tracking

heat with the global warming potential 80 times

greater than that of carbon dioxide during the

20 years that grade is released into the

atmosphere.

· · ·That means that over its first 20 years in

the atmosphere, methane traps 86 times more

heat than carbon dioxide.· Methane's short



lifespan and strong warming potential means

that reducing methane emissions is one of the

faster and cheapest solutions to immediately

slow the rate of global warming.· Instead of

building this proposed 250 megawatt

climate-destroying methane gas-firing unit

adjacent to the state line power station,

capitalize on the existing infrastructure: the

transmission lines.· Build and support

appropriately-sized state of the art battery

storage, plus solar and/or wind infrastructure

nearby for emissions-field -- free fuel that is

free forever.· Someone called it 0-cost fuel,

and it mitigates climate change.· Thank you.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you for your comments,

Ms. Marcum.· Camille Lombardi-Olive?· Camille

Lombardi-Olive?· And, again, if you are

participating by phone, press star 6 to unmute.

Pam Sawyer?· Pam Sawyer?· Laura Ness?· Is there

a Laura Ness present?· Brett Johnson?  I

believe I see Mr. Johnson.  .

· · ·MR. JOHNSON:· Yeah, I am here.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Mr. Johnson, I have an

opportunity to read your written comments as

well.



· · ·MR. JOHNSON:· Oh, thank you.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Would you raise your right

hand to be sworn in?

· · · · · (Brad Johnson sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Would you state and spell

your spell name for the court reporter?

· · ·MR. JOHNSON:· It's Brett Johnson,

B-r-e-t-t, J-o-h-n-s-o-n.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· And thank you, Mr. Johnson,

what you would like to tell the Commission this

evening?

· · ·MR. JOHNSON:· I basically had a less

eloquent version of what Cheryl just stated in

that methane -- the leakage on methane pipes

and its potency as a greenhouse gas makes it a

risky choice to use that solar-plus storage is

what I would vote, but also that it would

comply with Missouri's statewide energy study,

which recommends a No Regrets policy regarding

generation mechanism, as well as implementing a

building efficiency program as the most cost

effective and best for the environment

solution.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Can you say that last part

again?



· · ·MR. JOHNSON:· Oh, the Missouri --

Missouri -- let's see, statewide energy study

recommends pursuing renewable energy as part of

its No Regrets policy, in which it doesn't rely

on people believing the science of climate

change, it's also the most economically viable

solution.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Okay, thank you very much.

Thank you for your comments.· Cheryl Johnson?

Is there a Cheryl Johnson present?· Amanda

Calderon-Kidston?

· · ·MS. CALDERON-KIDSTON:· Yes, sir.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Would you raise your right

hand to be sworn?

· · ·(Amanda Caleron-Kidston sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· And would you state and

spell your name for the record?

· · ·MS. CALDERON-KIDSTON :· Certainly.· My

name is Amanda Calderon-Kidston, spelled

A-m-a-n-d-a, C-a-l-d-e-r-o-n, dash,

K-i-d-s-t-o-n.· Thank you for allowing me the

opportunity to address you tonight, Judge and

Commission.· First of all, I want to express

deep concern and objection to the issuance of

the certificate of convenience and necessity.



My concerns are based in the lack of notice to

our neighbors across the state line in Kansas

and to the southwest of the location of this

state line powerplant in Oklahoma, including

the sovereign tribal entities that are located

within a 50 mile radius of this proposed plan.

· · ·The Peoria tribe and Quapaw tribe both

have designated Treatment of State status under

the Clean Air Act, and they have not had a

chance to weigh in or to present objection to

this project.· Another concern is that our

community here in Joplin has recently been made

aware that a data center will be built and

implemented within the next few years in the

track of land known as the Wildwood Ranch.  I

believe that increasing the capacity to produce

electricity will be directly linked to the data

center, whether or not that is confirmed here

at this hearing or not; but regardless, having

the increase in capacity of a natural gas

fuelled-electric facility, as well as a data

center is going to be not just a one punch, but

a one-two punch to the health and well-being of

this community and I strongly object to it.

· · ·I do not believe we can consciously



support that project be deemed convenient or

necessary.· Thank you so much for your time

this evening.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you for your comments.

Trudy Edare?· Is there Trudy Edare present?

Margaret Shepard?· And I apologize if I'm

butchering your name.· Margaret Shepard?

Robert Meyer?· Is there a Robert Meyer present?

Again, if you participating by phone, press

star 6 to unmute.· Ted Butts?· Is there a Ted

Butts present?· Steven Dorsey?· Is there a

Steven Dorsey present?· And a Tim Emedley?· Is

there Tim Emedley present?

· · ·Okay, those are the names that I had

signed up in advance to give testimony or to

offer comments at this hearing.· I will try and

circle back at the end to see if any of those

people are here.· At this time, I'm going to

open it to anybody who did not sign up that

realize now that they would like to offer

comments to the Commission about this case.· Is

there anybody would like to offer comments to

the Commission.· You may do so just unmute

yourself and I will -- I will call on the first

person that I am able to see.· Okay, I'm going



to open one more time.· Is there anybody else

who would like to offer comments to the

Commission at this time about this case?· Okay,

I hear none.· I'm going to go through the names

of people that I did not hear from one more

time, and I believe that would be Camille

Lombardi-Olive?· Pam Sawyer?· Laura Ness?· Is

there a Laura Ness present?· Cheryl Johnson?

Trudy Edare?· Margaret Shepherd?· I see your

hand raised from a Laura.· Laura are you

wanting to -- if you can unmute yourself, are

you wanting to offer comments to the

Commission?

· · ·MR. SNIDER:· Yes, this is actually Laura's

husband, Derek Snider.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Derek Snider.· Did you want

to offers comments tonight?

· · ·MR. SNIDER:· I would.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Okay, would you raise your

right hand to be sworn?

· · · · · (Derek Snider sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Would you state and spell

your name for the court reporter, and then you

may offer your comments?

· · ·MR. SNIDER:· Derek Snider, D-e-r-e-k,



S-n-i-d-e-r.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· And go ahead, Mr. Snider.

· · ·MR. SNIDER:· Yes, my comments are that

I've learned that this proposed expansion is

going to be southeast of the current retention

pond at the State Line power plant, which would

actually place it, based off what I've seen on

the map, as close to the residential

subdivision that exists out here as it possibly

could on the existing boundary property for

Liberty.· Why would they plan to expand their

existing power plant and place it as close to

the residential subdivision as they could?

That seems to me to be the opposite of what

they should try to do if they want to provide

power but reduce any nuisance to surrounding

areas and surrounding communities.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Did you have any other

comments you wanted to offer?

· · ·MR. SNIDER:· No, I think that's it.  I

think's that's probably most of our concern out

here is, again, noise from an additional

turbine, shouldn't be any closer to residential

neighborhoods then where the current state

power plant is.· Certainly not any closer than



the past one.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· We received written comments

about the proximity to residential areas.  I

saw -- thank you for your comments, Mr. Snyder.

I saw one other -- Randall?· Randall, did you

wish to make comments to the Commission this

evening?· I saw him go up momentarily.· I will

continue down the list now of people I called

through once.· Robert Myer?· Is there a Robert

Myer present?· Ted Butts?· Is there a Ted Butts

present?· Steven Dorsey?· Is there a Steven

Dorsey present?· Kent Houston?· I may have

missed that one the first time.· Is there a

Kent Houston present?· I'm sorry.· Is there a

Kent Houston?

· · ·MR. BARKER:· That might have been me. I'm

off mute, or I didn't know how to do this.

Randall.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Okay, what's your last name,

Randall?

· · ·MR. BARKER:· Barker.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Okay, and would you raise

your right hand to be sworn?

· · · · ·(Randall Barker sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Would you state and spell



your name for the court reporter?

· · ·MR. BARKER:· R-a-n-d-a-l-l, B-a-r-k-e-r,

and I submitted some comments tonight over the

phone and just now while I was trying to get

this figured out, because I never got signed

up.· Anyway, so, this is about the 250

gigawatt, right, because there's many issues

that I've addressed.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· That's correct.· This is

about the natural gas turbine generator.

· · ·MR. BARKER:· Yes.· I'm totally opposed to

it, and I know that neighborhood, and my aunt

is there.· Lives right by the power plant that

is existing now, and my uncle was there until

he passed.· It is loud already with the one

that's there.· I've been there when he was

passing and visiting at their house before.

And I can't imagine what the other one is like

alone as a little bit of where the people are

talking about the data center, which I've been

following up and is my next, you know, mission.

So, I feel that with Liberty's -- they can't

get their house in order now; I don't know why

they would ever be allowed to add 250 gigawatts

of anything anywhere and many other things



they're trying right now.

· · ·They just -- they're doing harm to this --

my area that I represent as an advocate and all

across Missouri as we all know through the PSC

and OPC.· I followed every meeting they have

and went to all of those town halls, all of it.

So, they're very detrimental to the elderly and

the less fortunate and financially -- people,

including businesses and homes.· It's not --

it's not any more -- like what school district

is the property I might want to buy or the

business I want to start.· It is what electric

company is it?· They want away from Liberty,

and they will not buy or purchase that home or

rent because it's Liberty, and they're out of

the price range so far now besides this.

· · ·I don't know the answer if they're wanting

to -- this is going to be charged to us also in

addition to the Asbury thing, which is a

problem, is a problem and still an ongoing

problem.· And all this is in my comments and

more.· I just don't know how can you allow -- I

mean, they are literally stealing from people,

solar, straight electric out of their AMI

meters, and the Asbury plant was a fraud, let



alone adding in this 250 gigawatts and many

other things that they have in the works that

I've been following.

· · ·I've been lied to by Mr. Wilson,

Christopher Huskilson, the CEO is from Canada

and is Missouri going to just sell ourselves

out to the Canada and China and Germany?  I

mean, we need off this train, and this monopoly

needs to be broke from Liberty.· They're doing

major harm to our society, our citizens, our

businesses and everything around us, including

also the potential of all the -- all the toxic

runoff, especially if there was to be a data

center there, too.· In addition, they're to

have -- besides adding more than the 250

gigawatt.· I think that's kind of it.· I don't

know.· I have a lot more to say, I'm sure, I

could go on and on for forever.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Well, Mr. Barker, the

Commission appreciates your comments.· Thank

you.

· · ·MR. BARKER:· Thank you.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Is there a Tim Emedley

present?· Is there anybody else who would like

to offer comments at this time?



· · ·MR. STORRIE:· Judge?

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Yes?

· · ·MR. STORRIE:· My name is Cheryl -- excuse

me.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Sorry, go ahead.

· · ·MR. STORRIE:· My name is Harold Storrie,

got it.· H-a-r-o-l-d, S-t-o-r-r-i-e.· I live in

Joplin and I thought we --

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Ms. Storrie (sic), can you

hold on just a second.· Would you raise your

right hand to be sworn?

· · · · ·(Harold Storrie sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Please go ahead.

· · ·MR. STORRIE:· I thought that the data

center could be approved had to provide its own

energy source.· Am I wrong about that?

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· As I indicated earlier, and

I apologize, but the Commission can't answer

questions at this time.· That's what the

question and answer portion of the hearing is

from -- is for.· We can't answer those

questions because the commissioners and myself

have to remain impartial until after any

evidentiary hearing, so I apologize.· I can't

answer your question, Ms. Storrie.· Did you



have any other comments that you wanted to

offer the Commission?

· · ·MR. STORRIE:· No, thank you.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you for your comments,

and I saw one other individual.· Is there

anyone else who would like to offer comments to

the Commission at this time?

· · ·MS. LOCKHART:· Yes.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Okay.· Would you -- would

you please state and spell your names.

· · ·MS. LOCKHART:· Lisa Lockhart, L-i-s-a,

L-o-c-k-h-a-r-t.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· And would you raise your

right hand to be sworn?

· · · · · (Lisa Lockhart sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Please go ahead.

· · ·MS. LOCKHART:· Okay, I just wanted to

state my opinion that I'm against this

addition, and I think the methane gas is a real

problem that we should not allow ourselves to

do this to the earth, and that's -- I'm

opposed.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Okay, thank you,

Ms. Lockhart.· The Commission appreciates your

comments this evening.



· · ·MS. LOCKHART:· Okay.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Is there anyone else that

would like to comment at this time?

· · ·MS. MITCHELL:· Susan Mitchell.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· I'm sorry?

· · ·MS. MITCHELL:· Susan Mitchell.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Susan Mitchell.· Would you

spell your name?

· · ·MS. MITCHELL:· Yes.· S-u-s-a-n,

M-i-t-c-h-e-l-l.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· And would you raise your

right hand to be sworn.

· · · · ·(Susan Mitchell sworn.)

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Please go ahead.

· · ·MS. MITCHELL:· Okay, I'm in the area, but

I don't believe, really believe, that that

should be in all of this residential, amongst

all the residential that we have in the area.

I don't know any large plants that have, you

know, that size in residential.· So, that's

what concerns me: the air pollution, the noise

pollution with all the residents around.· I'm

just kind of -- I kind of think that a lot, you

know, with them needing that increase, is for

the Bitcoin mining that's in area, and they're



advertising for more to come in.· I think

that's why they want it, but I don't know that

for sure.· And, you know, I don't -- we haven't

had any power outages.· I'm only, you know,

maybe a mile from the plant.· There's not been

power outages.· I haven't seen that we need

anything -- need any more, and we produce solar

here at our house.· So -- and there's a lot of

customers with solar.· So, I don't know why

they continue, you know, to need more and more

infrastructure, you know, unless it's mainly

for the data centers trying to come in the

area.· Or maybe Liberty needs to look at their

budget like, you know, the people, the citizens

have to have a budget.· We all have a budget.

· · ·It's hard to stick with that budget when

you continue to get rate hikes from your

utility companies.· So, I strictly oppose it.

I don't like the rate hike that they're doing

to people, and we don't need that in this area.

There's people right across the street.

There's people, you know, within a block of

that plant that -- well, maybe not a block

about three blocks.· But I just don't think the

noise needs to be there or the pollution.· And



they need to figure out how to work off of the

money they received from the people, not

continuously get more and more and more because

we don't get to do that as citizens.· As we

need it, we don't go out and ask, you know, for

more and more and more and charge it.· They

just continue to get more than what they

deserve and what they're putting out.· So, no,

I don't want it, and I don't think the

neighbors do.· That's all I have to say, thank

you.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you, Ms. Mitchell.· Is

there anybody else who would like to comment at

this time?· I hear none.· I'd like to -- would

any commissioners like to make any closing --

well, I'm sorry.· Commissioner Coleman, would

you like to make closing remarks?

· · ·COMMMISSIONER COLEMAN:· Yes, thank you

Judge.· I'd like to thank each and every person

that has shown up online to participate in the

testimony that it's so crucial for we

commissioners to hear in order to make

decisions regarding the cases that come before

us.· I thank you, and I appreciate the fact you

are here on a very nice evening, as



Commissioner Kolkmeyer mentioned.· It's

important to us to get input, and it's

important to know that these issues are real to

the people that are affected by it.· So, again,

thank you very much for your input.· If you

did -- if you had a question, such as

Mr. Storrie and wasn't able to, of course, get

it answered in this portion of tonight's event,

please reach out to the Public Service

Commission or to the company if you have

questions and want to get those clarified.

Thank you and thank you, Judge.

· · ·JUDGE CLARK:· Thank you, Commissioner

Coleman.· I would also like to thank our all

our participants today who offered comments.

If you have additional questions, or someone

you are talking to or know couldn't be present

tonight and would like to offer comments,

written comments can be made by contacting the

e-mail address, pscinfo@psc.mo.gov.· That's

pscinfo@psc.mo.gov.· By contacting the Office

of the Public Counsel, who have been very

gracious about getting comments to the

Commission or going to the PSC's web page,

which is www.psc.mo.gov.· At this time, I'm



going to adjourn this hearing, and we will off

the record.

·(Ending time of the hearing: 07:38 p.m.)



· · ·I, Colin Wallis, in and for the State of

Missouri do hereby certify that the witness

whose testimony appears in the foregoing

Examination Under Oath was duly sworn by me;

that the testimony of the said witness was

taken by me to the best of my ability and

thereafter reduced to typewriting under my

direction; that I am neither counsel for,

related to, nor employed by any of the parties

to the action in which this examination was

taken, and further that I am not relative or

employee of any attorney or counsel employed by

the parties thereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcome of the

action.

· · ·______________________

· · ·within and for the State of Missouri
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