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Mr. Dale Hardy Roberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
Missouri Public Service Commission
P .O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Re:

	

Case No. ER-2004-0570

Dear Mr. Roberts :

LAW OFFICES

BRYDON,SWEARENGEN&ENGLAND
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

312 EAST CAPITOLAVENUE
P.O. BOX456

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102-0456
TELEPHONE (573) 635-7166
FACSIMILE (573) 635-0427

August 16, 2004

Enclosed for filing on behalf of The Empire District Electric Company, please find an
original and eight (8) copies of a Notice of Rating Agency Bulletin in the above referenced case .

A copy of this filing will be provided to all parties of record .

Please see that this filing is brought to the attention ofthe appropriate Commission personnel .

I thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.
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Case No . ER-2004-0570
retail electric service provided to customers

	

)
in its Missouri service area
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NOTICE OF RATING AGENCY BULLETIN

COMES NOWThe Empire District Electric Company ("Empire"), by and through the

undersigned counsel, and notifies the Missouri Public Service Commission ("Commission")

of a rating agency bulletin concerning Empire's proposed Interim Energy Charge ("IEC") .

1 .

	

OnAugust 13, 2004, the Standard & Poor's Rating Services issued a bulletin

concerning the Commission's August 11, 2004, Order Denying Motion to Lift Suspension

of IEC Tariff (the "Bulletin") . A copy of the Bulletin is marked AppendixA attached hereto

and made a part hereof for all purposes .

2 .

	

As has been Empire's past practice concerning news and statements

published about the company, a copy of the Bulletin was forwarded electronically to a

number of the Commissioners, members of the Commission's Staff and the Office of the

Public Counsel this morning . This has been a routine practice, the purpose of which has

been to keep the Commission informed of developments in the financial community as they

may effect Empire .

3.

	

Because the subject matter of the Bulletin is an Order of the Commission

addressing an issue in this case, a copy is being filed of record in this proceeding this date

and provided to all parties of record .



Respectfully submitted,

Paul A . Boudreau
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E-mail : Irackers(a)brvdonlaw.com

Charles Brent Stewart
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Jeffrey A. Keevil
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STEWART & KEEVIL L.L .C .
4603 John Garry Drive
Suite 11
Columbia, MO 65203
(573) 499-0635
(573) 499-0638 (fax)

ATTORNEYS FOR THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a copy of the foregoing was, on this 14 1* day of
August, 2004, sent via electronic mail, U .S. Postage, or hand delivered, to all parties of
record .



This report was reproduced from Standard & Poor's RatingsDirect, the premier source of
real-time, Web-based credit ratings and research from an organization that has been a leader
in objective credit analysis for more than 140 years . To preview this dynamic on-line product,
visit our RatingsDirect Web site at www.standardandpoors.com/ratingsdirect .

	

Click here to
aap lfor a FREE 30-day trial!

Your Connection to Standard & Poor's
Utilities Ratings Team

Standard & Poor's is pleased to provide ongoing service to the investment
community .

BULLETIN : Regulators' Denial of Early Fuel Charge
Deters From Empire District's Credit Quality
Barbara A Eiseman, New York (1) 212-438-7666

NEW YORK (Standard & Poor's) Aug . 13, 2004--Standard & Poor's
Ratings Services said today that the Missouri Public Service
Commission's denial of Empire District Electric Co .'s
(BBB/Stable/A-2) request for early implementation of the
proposed interim energy charge (IEC) is unfavorable for Empire
District's credit quality . The IEC remains part of a general
rate case, which is expected to conclude during the first
quarter of 2005 . The company had sought early implementation
of the IEC due to the escalating and volatile cost of natural
gas used to generate power and its impact on purchased power .
Because there is no fuel adjustment clause in Missouri, early
reinstatement of the IEC would have enhanced Empire District's
somewhat weak, albeit improving, financial profile .

Foracomplete list ofratings, please click the hyperlink provided here
http://www2.standardandpoors.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=si)/Page/FixedlncomeRati n Actions

RatingsDirect Link is a FREE service provided by standard &pears. If you do not wish to receive further E-mails related to this topic only, please
click here or send a blank E-mail to leave-utilitv~a)ratinesli5t .standardandmors .com .
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If you do not wish to receive further E-mails on any topic, please click here or send an E-mail with the subject "Unsubscribe" to
puree(&ratineslist .standardandooors.com .

For additional information on Standard &Pours visit our web site at htto //wow standardandpoors.com .

Published by Standard &Pours, a Division ofThe McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. Executiveoffices . 1221 Avenue ofthe Americas, NewYork
N.Y . 10020. Editorial offices : 55 Water Street, New York, NY 10041 . Subscriber services : (1) 212-438-7280 . Copyright 2004 by The McGraw-Hill
Companies, Inc. Reproduction in whole or in part prohibited except by permission . All rights reserved. Infomtation has been obtained by Standard
&Poor's from sources believed to be reliable . However, because of the possibility ofhuman or mechanical error by our sources, Standard & Pours
or others, Standard & Pours does not guarantee the accuracy, adequacy, or completeness of any information and is not responsible for any errors or
omissions or the result obtained from the use ofsuch information . Ratings are statements of opinion, not statements of fact or recommendations to
buy, hold, or sell any securities .

Standard & Pours receives compensation for rating obligations from issuers of the rated securities or the underwriters participating in the
distribution thereof The fees generally vary from US$5,000 to over US$1,500,000 . While Standard & Pours reserves the right to disseminate the
rating, it receives no payment for doing so, except for subscriptions to its publications . Ratings are statements of opinion, not statements of fact or
recommendations to buy, hold, or sell any securities . Ratings are based on information received by Ratings Services . Otherdivisions ofStandard &
Pout's may have informationthat is not available to Ratings Services.

Standard &Pours uses web usage, billing, and contact data from subscribers for billing and order fulfillment purposes, fornew product
development and occasionally to inform subscribers about products or services from Standard &Pours and The McGraw-Hill Companies. If you
have any questions about our privacy practices or would like to review the accuracy of the information you've provided, please contact Edward
Tyburczy at edward Nburczvr&smndardandooors .comor refer to The McGraw-Hill Companies Customer Privacy Policy at httot(Avww mceraw-
hill com/orivacv html.


