Transcript of Proceedings
July 28, 2026 Page 1

STATE OF M SSCUR
PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application
of Union Electric Conpany d/b/a
Anmeren M ssouri for Perm ssion and
Approval and Certificate of Public

)

)

) Case No. EA-2026-0183

)
Conveni ence and Necessity )

)

)

)

Aut horizing it to Construct
Renewabl e Generation Facilities
and Battery Energy Storage Systens

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
Local Public Hearing
July 28, 2026
Pi ke- Li ncol n Techni cal Center
342 Vo Tech Road
Eolia, MO 63344

Vol une 1

KEN SEYER, Presi ding,
SENI OR REGULATORY LAW JUDGE

KAYLA HAHN, Chair, (via Wbex)
MAI DA J. COLENMAN, (via Webex)
GLEN KOLKMEYER, (Vi a Webex)
JOHN M TCHELL, (via Webex)
COW SSI ONERS

REPORTED BY: Julie K Kearns, CCR 993 (via Wbex)

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179



© 0o N o O A~ wWw N P

[ERY
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Transcript of Proceedings
July 28, 2026 Page 2

For

APPEARANCES

Uni on El ectric Conpany d/ b/a Areren M ssouri :

Janes B. Lowery, Esq.

JBL LAW LLC

9020 South Barry Road

Col unbi a, M ssouri 65203

For OFfice of the Public Counsel and the Public:

Li ndsay VanGCer pen, Esq.

OFFI CE OF THE PUBLI C COUNSEL
200 Madi son Street, Suite 650
Jefferson Cty, Mssouri 65102

For Staff of the M ssouri Public Service Conmm ssi on:

Ray Cunneen, Esq.

M SSOURI PUBLI C SERVI CE COVM SSI ON
200 Madi son Street, P.O. Box 360
Jefferson Cty, Mssouri 65102

Court Reporter: (via Wbex)

Julie K Kearns, CCR 993

Lexi tas Legal

2511 Broadway Bl uffs Drive, Suite 201
Col unmbi a, M ssouri 65201

(573) 449- 0561

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N D N N NN P B PP R PR R R
o N W N P O © © N O O » W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings
July 28, 2026 Page 3

PROCEEDI NGS

(The public hearing started at 1:25 P.M)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Let's
go on the record. Today is July 28, 2026. The tine is
1:30 PP.M M nane is Ken Seyer and I'ma regulatory |aw
judge with the M ssouri Public Service Comm ssion and |
W Il preside over this portion of the hearing.

As you know, we are here today in Eolia because
t he Commi ssion has set this time for a local public
hearing to give nenbers of the public a chance to comment
about the application of Union Electric Conpany doing
busi ness as Aneren M ssouri for Certificates of
Conveni ence and Necessity relating to three battery energy
storage system projects, two solar generation facilities
and related transmssion facilities. The Conmm ssion case
nunber is EA-2026-0183.

The Conm ssion regul ates the rates charged by
public utility conpanies in Mssouri to assure that those
rates are just and reasonable. The Conmm ssion al so
regul ates the quality of service and safety of the
operations of public utilities.

The Conm ssion currently has four conm ssioners.
They are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
senate. The Conm ssion enploys a staff of engineers,

accountants, attorneys, financial analysts and other
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specialists in the field of utility regulation.

Today the conm ssioners are participating
online; the Chair of the Conm ssion, Kayla Hahn,
Comm ssi oners Mai da Col eman, d en Kol kneyer and John
Mtchell. The comm ssioners have not nmade any deci sions
in this case and cannot answer questions today because
they have to remain inpartial until after all the evidence
I's presented at the evidentiary hearing in this matter,
shoul d one be hel d.

Now, Conm ssioner Kol kneyer, if you are there,
woul d you |i ke to nake any opening remarks?

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Yes. Thank you, Judge.
OPENI NG STATEMENT BY COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:

On behal f of Chair Hahn and the other
conmi ssioners, | want to wel come everyone here today to
the local public hearing. The Conmm ssion is charged by
| aw to see that custoners receive safe and adequate
service at just and reasonable rates, as the Judge just
said. W have not made any decision in this case because
It has just begun.

The first step is to hear fromyou, the
customers. And even though we're not there in person, we
want to hear what you, the custoners, have to say. The
hearing is being recorded, so if we want to go back and

view it or read the transcripts, we're able to do that.
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So again, | want to wel come you on behalf of all
t he conm ssioners and we | ook forward to hearing what you
have to say about this case. Thank you, Judge.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER  Thank you,

Comm ssioner. As you know, there are attorneys here today
representing the parties. For the record, woul d each of
you identify yoursel ves and state which party you're
representing beginning wth Areren, M ssouri?

MR LOWNERY: Thank you, Judge. Jim Lowery of
JBL Law representing Ameren, Mssouri. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: For the Commi ssion
Staff?

MR CUNNEEN: Ray Cunneen, |egal counsel, Staff
of the Comm ssi on.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: And then for the
O fice of Public Counsel?

M5. VanGERPEN:. (Good afternoon, Judge. Lindsay
VanCGer pen on behal f of the OPC.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER kay. |Is there
anyone here for Renew M ssouri? GCkay. Al right.

The way we'll proceed today will be to call the
nanes of the people that have signed up on the sign-up
sheet in the order that you signed up. Wen | call your
name, please step up to the podium | will place you

under oath, ask you to state and spell your name and then
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you can offer your comments to the Commssion. W wll
try tolimt coments to five mnutes per person. And

t hen once you're finished with your conmments, if you wll
stay at the podiumin case there are questions fromthe
attorneys or the conm ssioners.

So the first name | have on the list is Fred
Schmdt. M. Schmdt. Good afternoon.

MR SCHM DT: Good afternoon, sir.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER:  You' ve got your
right hand raised. | appreciate that. Do you swear or
affirmthat the testinony you give today in this hearing
shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth?

MR SCHM DT:  Yes.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER Al right. And
your nanme is Fred Schm dt.

MR SCHM DT: Fred Schmi dt.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: And coul d you spel
that |ast name?

MR SCHMDI: S CGCHMI-DT. And for

clarification, I"'mthe I11.
REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Go ahead.
MR SCHMDT: 1'dlike to share with the

Comm ssion both here and on that | have been a | and use

acqui sition expert for 30 years. |'ve been on the
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| ndustrial Devel opnment Authority Board for St. Charles --
or St. Louis County. |'ve been on the Land C earance and
Redevel opnent Authority for St. Louis County. And I am
currently -- just for full exposure, | amcurrently a
Wat er Comm ssioner for the State of Mssouri. So | have
worked with professional staff and |I'ma conmm ssi oner
under the Conservation Departnent -- or Departnent of

Nat ural Resources. |'msorry.

So as | was earlier, Areren is challenged here
wWwth -- they're picking this | ocation because they're
playing the | ong gane, but they're giving us the short
gane. They're giving us, well, we're putting this battery
storage and switching station because there's a power
l'i ne.

VWll, in a year or two years or in the near
future, they're going to cone to you, this Conm ssion, and
say, hey, we want to put this 800 acres of solar farmthat
we have across the hi ghway because we have a battery
storage here and a switching station and it just makes
sense that we |ocate a solar farm

So when you're going to do these, they're
| ooking at this |ocation because it's the cl osest
proximty to a netropolitan area where they don't have
pl anni ng and zoning and they're not going to be held to

the same standards as they would if they were in St.
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Charl es County or St. Peters.

And they say they're going to do simlar to St.
Louis County, which is out in the farm ands near a power
pl ant that they already own, which is not the sane as, you
know, pristine farmand in the area where | manage
property for recreational and other people spend noney.

W even -- sone people around the area use CRP, which is
the state noney to do this to where they're taking
property out.

The ot her issue that we have here is that
they're going to just do this and you need to nake them be
nore responsi ble for the whole property. Though you can
say they're hitting the state regulations, that's a | evel
two or a three conpared to what a St. Peters or St. Louis
County or another nunicipality would hold themto.

They say they're going to do the sane storm
regul ations -- is ny tinme up? You know, they're not going
to be putting in rain gardens, they're not going to be
doing silt control. They're going to tell you -- and the
Staff and the Conmm ssion have the ability to hold themto
a hi gher standard.

So that's -- oh, and the other part is they're
payi ng 150 percent of what the going rate is for the
farmand in our area and that -- but to do that, they have

to downgrade the value of the adjoining properties. |
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mean, how am | going to -- when they have their solar farm
up against the turn where | go to -- ny recreation

property is 800 acres of a solar farm

Now, it's not there now, but they've already
contracted for the property and they already have it under
| ong-term contract based on contingent, getting approval
fromthe Commssion. So if you don't give themthose
approval s, then they don't execute those contracts. And
we need both for the public service and for the people of
Li ncol n County.

The last part that |'ve learned is this is not
in Eolia Fire District who had gotten in front of the
curve and they put in additional regulations for fire
safety. This is in Northwest or Silex who do not have the
sane forethought to put in regulations for devel opnent
that the other fire departnent did.

So by picking this piece of property and putting
it inthis corner, they get to get away from pl anni ng and
zoni ng, inpact for devel opnental and they get away from
health and safety regulations that if they would have went
to the other side of the highway, they woul d have been
I npacted with. So thank you, Judge.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: (kay. Are there
any questions for M. Schmdt? Al right.

MR SCHM DT: Thank you.
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REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you,

M. Schmidt. Al right. Next on the list is Jane House.
(I ndi scerni bl e speaker.) Gotcha. Al right. And then
Cassi e MG uder.

All right. Those are the only nanes | have on
the list. Are there others here who would -- |'m seeing
some hands. Yes. Let's go front to back. So, yes, you
first. Wuld you raise your right hand, please? Do you
swear or affirmthat the testinony you give today in this
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and not hing
but the truth?

MS. AUBUCHON: | do.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Wiat is your nane,
pl ease?

M5. AUBUCHON. My nane is MKenzi e Aubuchon.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER  How do you spell
your nane?

MS. AUBUCHON. M G K-E-N-Z-1-E, Aubuchon is
A-UB-UCHON

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Okay. Al right.
Go ahead, M ss Aubuchon.

MS. AUBUCHON. My famly owns the property, it's
about three mles south of where the proposed battery
plant is going to be. Qur famly has owned the farmthere

since 1854. | amthe sixth generation and ny children are

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N D N N NN P B PP R PR R R
o N W N P O © © N O O » W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings
July 28, 2026 Page 11

the seventh generation farners on that property.

W do not buy neat fromthe store. W farm W
harvest directly fromour land. There is proof that
putting these systens in this area wll affect our water,
it wll affect our land. And | amnot the only one that
does this in this area.

| amaffected by the 200 acres on that west
side, but | also own land on the east side that is
directly beneath a solar field proposal as well, that also
there is proof that that causes problens with the water
it |eaches the water. Qbviously the environnental hazards
with the animals, they are not going to stay there. They
are going to |eave.

| am aware that we can buy food fromthe grocery
store. | do not want to. | live here for a reason. |
want to live off of ny land. | want to continue farm ng.
| want ny children to continue farmng. This area does
not want this. | have not heard froma single person yet
t hat says, yes, let's do this.

My father was contacted over the course of a
year offering nmeetings to purchase our property. They
were told no each tinme and we were contacted tinme and tine
and tinme again. | amnot aware that any of the property
that is under contract was actually available for sale.

Due to, | call this harassnent, people ended up signing
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t hese deals. And how can you say no when they' re offering
It a hundred percent of the going rate in this area or

150 percent of the going rate? You're not going to say
no. And this is only the start of it.

It starts at a battery center. It leads to a
solar field. And we have already established here it can
and | guarantee that it will lead to a data center. You
are destroying our properties. You are destroying our
l'i vel i hoods.

If you are for the people, | beg that you take
this into consideration. |It's not just ne. There's an
entire roomof people that feel this way. W do not want
this. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank
you, M ss Aubuchon. Are there any questions for
M ss Aubuchon? Al right. Yes, ma'am Thank you.

You' ve got your right hand raised. Do you swear or affirm
that the testinony given today in this hearing shall be
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

t hi nk that was ne.

M5. YOUNG Yes.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. What is
your nane?

MS. YOUNG Andrea Young.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER  Andrea Young.
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Coul d you go ahead and spell that?

M5. YOING A-NDREAY-OUNG

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: All right. Thank
you. Go ahead.

M5. YOUNG So | was born in Pike County. My
famly has been in Pike and Lincoln County since the early
1800s. The little town of Whiteside is nanmed for ny
ancestors. M dad is buried in the MIIcreek Cenetery,
his nom and dad are buried there, ny grandnother's nom and
dad are buried there, ny great grandnother's nom and dad
are buried there and if you want to generate electricity,
you just go out there and tap it because you put this
thing in and they'll be spinning in their graves.

This is farmcountry and you are com ng in,
you're going to try to ruin this farmcountry for noney.
And we sat here this norning and asked questions and we
didn't get honest answers. Wen we asked about
environnental studies, they nmade it sound like they did
one and then later on it canme out that they hadn't.

We asked about fire and we were told that the
fire departnments had been contacted and | know personally
that the fire departnent in Silex was contacted, but not
Eolia and these are volunteer fire departnments. Wen the

call goes out, it goes out to all of them They all show

up.
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This is sensitive farm and. That place that
they're buying out there is sitting on karst, okay? So
any runoff, any toxins, it's going to perneate through the
shallow clay into the |inmestone bel ow which is just as
porous as it can be and runs off into everything else,
right down into the aquifer that our cattle depend on, our
t owns depend on.

| read the St. Louis Post Dispatch and | read
all of these articles about the data centers. They're not
having a good tine down south, so they're going to be
com ng up here | ooking. And neanwhile, whatever is
generated fromelectricity is going to go to them W
m ght get sone electricity out of it, but Eoliais a town
wth, Iike, less than 500 people. Were is all of that
electricity going go? It ain't going to go through here.
It ain't going to go to Silex.

So I'mnot happy to see this land that ny famly
and famlies like this have spent all their |ives going
back generations trying to protect. There is wildlife
here, there is a way of |life here that we need to protect.
And we're willing to fight for that. I'mwlling to fight
for it. |'mnot a young wonan anynore, but I'mwlling to
put it out there, I will fight this. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: (kay. Are there

any -- all right. Are there any others that would like to
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testify? Yes, sir. Thank you. Do you swear or affirm
that the testinony you give today in this hearing shall be
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

MR WELLS: Yes, | do.

REGULATORY LAWJUDGE SEYER Al right. Wat is
your nane, please?

MR WELLS: M nane is Robert Wlls.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER  kay.

MR WELLS: WE-L-L-S.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER (kay. o ahead,

M. Wells.

MR WELLS: Thank you. | will just reiterate
one of the questions that | had earlier during the comment
section. | have -- just as a bit of background, | have
spent about 50 years in the tel ecommunications industry in
the regulatory arena, so I'mquite famliar wth the
process of regulating nonopolies and Public Service
Comm ssion in Mssouri. |'ve seen the process and |I've
never been totally happy with the interchange with the
publi c.

The communi cation with this particular neeting
was very lacking as far as |'mconcerned. | understand
that it was Ameren who communi cated to sone of their
custoners and as far as |'mconcerned, the Public Service

Conmm ssion, who is representing the public in general,
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should be the first to conmunicate to the area about these
ki nds of neetings. So that's one coment that | would
make.

But I'mless happy with the fact that the
I nterchange with the public is relatively limted. There
are a couple of public neetings that generally happen and
t hen the conmuni cations begin to go with the O fice of
Public Counsel, the PSC staff and then with the regul ated
nonopol vy.

So here's the request that | would nmake. Wth
regards to the risks that have been nentioned, | believe
that in order for the public to have a confidence that our
Public Service Conmm ssion is doing what it says it is
doi ng, as the conm ssioner -- as one of the comm ssioners
said, to provide -- help us -- help the regulated entities
to provide safe and reasonabl e service, that we have
visibility to the potential risks that are associated wth
solar farms, with switching systens, with the other
facilities, the BESS systens -- the BESS systens, yes, to
know that -- the specific potential risks and how t hose
risks are being mtigated in the plan that Ameren is
presenting to us. That information should be public.

As soneone said earlier, the derivation of those
studi es shoul d be given, who paid for those studies, where

t hey came fromand how they were verified. That
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information shoul d be published back to this -- these
potential stakehol ders, |andowners, custoners of Aneren
and people in the general area.

So | would request that those things be done so
t hat we have, again, a confidence that our Public Service
Comm ssion is indeed serving us and not just doing a
formality with having these hearings.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER Al right. Thank
you, M. Wells. Al right. Yes, sir. Wuld you raise
your right hand, please? Thank you. Do you swear or
affirmthat the testinony you give today in this hearing
shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth?

MR GRAY: | do.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank
you. Wiat is your nane, sir?

MR GRAY: M nane is Joseph Gay, Judge.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: And could you

spell --
MR GRAY: It's GRAY, Joseph, J-O-S-E-P-H.
REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Go ahead.
MR GRAY: |'man Aneren custoner. | |ive about
seven mles north of Eolia. [|'ma nmechanical engineer,

graduate of University of Mssouri Rolla or Science and

Technology as it's now known. | didn't have an
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opportunity to ask questions in the previous session due
to the nunber of people asking questions.

So really | just wanted to kind of pose a couple
of questions here, things that really didn't cone up.
There are natural gas generation stations, as |
understand, in both Vandalia, M ssouri and Bow ing G een,
M ssouri. So nmy question would be how often and what
percentage of the tinme are those facilities active, in
ot her words, needed to serve the conmmunity?

My next question would be since data centers are
new to nearly everyone -- | nmean, | didn't hear the term
data center probably until 12 to 15 nonths ago -- how were
those factored into the previous three-year review process
that | understand that Anmeren uses to kind of project the
needs of the future? And | knowin this day and age that
time table is probably just way too short because
technol ogy i s advancing at such a pace, it's difficult.

As an engineer, | appreciate that, too.

Next question would be do the data centers have
a constant demand or do they have specific peak tinmes the
way ot her businesses do, particularly heavy manufacturing
and such? And | know the question cane up about snart
nmetering and will Ameren be able to imt their demand,
I.e. the data centers to prevent hone and small business

custoners from power outages?
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My next conment and question is wwndml| blades
have not |asted as long as projected and wind farns have
been destroyed by hail, conplete wind farns have been
damaged. And again, they're large hail storns, but they
happen.

Wiy not consider clean coal technol ogy? You
know, we have operated on coal in this country for years.
We export coal. W have clean coal reserves in this
country. So |I'mnot saying that we go back to coal
pl ants, but renovate what we have, upgrade what we have.
It's what we do in this country. W advance technol ogy.
We can do it for coal the sane way.

The last thing, | don't know how many peopl e
know this. | imagine a |ot of people in the audi ence know
this. This building that you're in, this Vo Tech Center,
it was destroyed by fire about 15 years ago and when | say
destroyed, it's nothing left.

The country -- and | know the gentleman with --
di scussing the city and the codes and things. W don't
fight fires out here. You fight fires to just put the
fire out because there's generally nothing | eft because
these rural fire departnents, these -- they're vol unteers.
The resources, unless you' ve been out here and you've
w t nessed one of these honme fires or buildings and things

burn, it's al nost uni nmagi nabl e.
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And they discuss that these other departnents,
ot her vol unteer departnents, not fromacross the street or
down the block or -- are comng in, you know, Carksville,
Loui siana, they -- nutual aid. They have very, very
limted resources.

So ny question on that is this facility burned
down not really due to that, but that water tower, you
couldn't have -- the water tower that serves the community
IS next door to this building. It ran out of water. They
had to go up the H ghway 61 toward Bowl i ng G een, probably
seven or eight mles, and haul water and set up the
portable tanks. |It's a challenge for these snall
comunities. They do not have these resources.

Now, I"mgoing to qualify this. Now, |'m going
to back up and I'mjust going to say |'m not agai nst
technol ogy. |'man engineer. The previous speaker, we
were just discussing everyone wants everything. W want
phones, we want electricity, we want it now.

But | think, you know, you've got to bal ance all
of this and | think the comunication is so inportant
because, again, the comment is | didn't get anything in
the mail saying, hey, there's this neeting. | get ny bil
t hrough the mail from Aneren. You know, the smart neter
coment that came up in the previous session, it wasn't

our choice. M neter worked perfectly fine.
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The | ady that brought the coment up earlier
said that it was for renote read. It wasn't for renote
read. You could renote read ny previous neter. The new
meter is so that you can exercise control over ny usage of

electricity, which | kind of have a problemwth. As |ong

as |'mpaying ny bill -- but there m ght be events where
you need to do that. | don't know.

But it's -- it's getting to be big brother and
the fact that -- if you're not going to have taller fences

around the station that you discussed and caneras -- |
ki nd of question the comment about no caneras on this
facility for security. | think that was sonewhat

di si ngenuous, so I'Il leave it there. And | appreciate
the tinme and everybody's patience.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Are there any
questions for M. Gay?

MR GRAY: Thank you for your tine.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. All
right. You' ve got your right hand raised. Thank you. Do
you swear or affirmthat the testinony you give today in
this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and
not hi ng but the truth?

MR DORR | do.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. Wat is

your nane, Sir?
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MR DORR M nane is Aaron Dorr. | live on
Duckett Road, just about ten mles away fromhere and |
think it's telling just to get this out of the way
first --

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER. M. Dorr, before
you get into that --

MR DOOR: Sorry about that.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: -- is it Aaron,
A-A-R-O N?

MR DOOR I'msorry. Yeah. |It's a good Cernman
name, A-A-R-ON, last nane DORR one O tw Rs.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. o
ahead.

MR DORR: | think it's telling that we've all
cone here on a workday, taking time off fromwork and,
unfortunately, none of our Public Service Conm ssioners
are here in person. So | know you're all watching online,
but that's frustrating to nme, |iving nearby.

['mnot paid to be here. | believe you fol ks
are paid to be here. W have very grave concerns about
this and we have to | ook at a canera to nmake any kind of
comment to you. | find that frustrating. | wanted to get
that clarified.

Nevertheless, |I'll ask you to vote this down. A

coupl e of reasons, no particular order. This wll damage
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| and val ues. One of the proposed locations not in this

I mredi ate bl ock, but the next one com ng per Aneren is
about a hundred yards away fromny property |line on
Duckett Road and |I'mgoing swap rolling hills and trees
and creeks and grass for an endless array of solar panels
that will definitely danage the property val ue of ny hone
where | live. If | wanted to live by that, I'd have noved
to a place that had that. | didn't, which is why |I came
to rural Lincoln County and nowthis is going to conme here
and damage ny property val ues.

Nunber two, we have no idea what the actua
environnmental inpact will be. | asked Areren half an hour
ago what the study was, who funded it and how we coul d see
it and what | was told was they're not even sure a study
was actually done. It mght have been done, but they
weren't sure if it was done and there was no way for the
public to get a copy of that.

That is, at best, disingenuous and, at worst,
just fraudulent. There's no way to know what the inpact
w Il be. The study hasn't even been nade public to us, if
it ever existed at all. That should be dealt wth.

O herwi se, we're going to have deer hunting kind of grind
to a halt on ny property.

My boys hunt. If we throw a six-foot-tall

fence, they're telling ne, around the adjacent property,
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t hose deer aren't going to be there anynore. [It's gone.
That's nmy quality of life going down. | want grandsons to
hunt this land, not just ny sons. It's going to be done
i f this happens.

| had concerns with the security -- the
surveillance of these things. Anmeren says there's no
caneras and no Al technology to guard these, to watch
these. | find that very hard to believe. A canera costs
five bucks on Amazon. So | have a hard tine believing
that Anmeren can throw down $24,000 an acre for land, 2X
the going rate and then not have a canera.

My famly wal ks past this -- the proposed area.
We wal k out there at night. W love doing that. | don't
want to be on canera every tinme we do that. That shoul d
be a reason alone to shut this thing down.

And, lastly, it's just going to continue to
destroy the quality of life in our entire region because,
as Aneren already said, data centers are comng. This
entire thing and the way it sounds to us in the cheap
seats is nore or |less designed to facilitate the actual
data center

They need the batteries, they need the
transm ssion lines, they need the increased storage to
make that possible. It seens very obvious to all of us

behind me what's going to happen and we don't want that
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here. W don't want that in our backyard.
And, finally, this is not a free market
decision, just to be clear either. [I'mall about free

markets. But when Aneren takes noney that we have to pay

themfromour nonthly utility bill and goes out there and
bi ds 2X for property values -- and they wouldn't adm t
that, I'll just be clear, but | got neighbors, |I got a

bunch of neighbors, they' ve all been approached by Aneren,
23, 000, 24,000, $25,000 an acre for land that usually is
inthe 12 to $14,000 an acre range.

That's not free market. No one here can conpete
wth that. This just destroys the idea of famly farns,
destroys the quality of life that we have and for those
reasons and many others, | urge you to vote this thing
down. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER:  Yes, ma'am

MS. BYRNES: H. M name is --

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Woul d you raise
your right hand, please? Thank you.

M5. BYRNES. Yes, sorry.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER: Do you swear or
affirmthat the testinony you give today in this hearing
shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth?

M5. BYRNES: Yes.
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REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you.

MS5. BYRNES: M nane is Tricia Byrnes. [|I'm
currently a state representative. | represent District
63. |'mhoping to represent Senate District 10, but [|'ve

been follow ng the data centers since August of 2025 where
| ' ve been focused on | earning nore about them and each one
seens to have its own little nuance.

' ve been concerned about the transparency and
sone of the spin and |'ve heard sonme of the spin today.
One of the things that | find that we need some clarity on
I's our Aneren representatives tal ked about how they'l|
have contracts where the data centers will pay their full
rate, but | actually talked to an Areren representative
nysel f directly about Google in Mntgonmery County and they
told ne that that contract was a 15-year contract.

But | knewa little bit nore to ask a few nore
guestions than the general public and | said, but how nuch
of that 15-year contract is required? And it was only
80 percent. And because | spoke out against the one in
St. Charles City, | -- after learning a little bit from
Aneren, | found out that their contracts would be prorated
because they woul dn't conme online using the anount of peak
electricity that their facilities would eventual |y have.
So these contracts are not just a full anmount, they're

prorated. And so they increase in how nuch they're going
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to have to pay based on how nmuch they're under contract
for.

My concern with that is because we passed SB4,
which | adamantly voted no against, that construction work
In progress, when they go and create these plants, which |
bel i eve one of themis going to go in next to Sioux plant
and they're already bringing gas to the coal plants that
t hey shut down. One of the conversations was we had to
shut down all those plants. They already know they're
bringing those back online. So | think that information
shoul d have been forward.

When they build these plants, if they're
prorating the data centers, are they only going to build
their power plants based on their usage and what they paid
for? M bet is probably not. That's when the
representative no | onger woul d answer any questions, but
he said if the contract was public, he would e-mail it to
me. And as of last night, it still hasn't arrived to ny
house account.

The concern that | have is you're dealing wth a
| ot of taxpayer noney and if it's not taxpayer noney, they
presented it as if it's a private conpany. It's a
nonopol y-owned utility wth shareholders and I'mthe
rat epayer taking on the investnent where the sharehol ders

shoul d be taking that on.
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The other thing that concerns ne and maybe you
guys could -- whatever this -- these answers | ook |ike, as
far as | know, Aneren is a -- is a cost-plus business. So
the nore they drive up the cost, the nore noney they're
entitled to. And that's paid for by ratepayers.

The other thing that I want to talk about is
t hey tal ked about making sure they wanted to keep rates
low, but |I don't know why they didn't nmention they're
currently asking for nore noney as we speak fromthe PSC.
They are asking, again, for another rate increase, they
asked for one last summer and | think there was just two
years before that. So in a very short tine, they're
qui ckly comng to the PSC.

| have yet to see a case they've ever |ost.
Wile we're at it, let's talk about all the | obbyists they
have in the blue |line spending where they don't have to
report to the ratepayers. They have about 80 | obbyists on
their teamat the capitol. | think ratepayers have a
right to know that they're being | obbied against.

When they cane to SB4, one of the things that
they said to all the representatives, | know because | was
one of them they said they didn't have enough for all the
custoners they have. But now all of a sudden there's
mul tiple data centers comng in.

So | think we're kind of really spinning the

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N D N N NN P B PP R PR R R
o N W N P O © © N O O » W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings
July 28, 2026 Page 29

nmessage to the public and | really would |ike sonebody to
just get these answers and nmake sure the contracts that
they're signing with nmy ratepayer noney, it needs to be
open to the public. And with that, | appreciate the tine.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER Al right. Thank
you. All right. |Is there anyone else who would like to
testify? Yes, ma'am Wuld you raise your right hand?
Thank you. Do you swear or affirmthat the testinony you
give today in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth?

MS. HUGHES- BROMN:  Yes, | do.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER  And what is your
nanme, please?

M5. HUGHES- BROAWN: My name is Donna Hughes,
HUGHES, hyphen, Brown, B-R-OWN.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER  kay. Go ahead.

M5. HUGHES-BROMN:  So | had brought up
earlier -- | was the person that brought up the snart
meters. PUC (sic) said it was okay for Aneren to
install -- or PSC said it was okay for Ameren to install
them PSC has said it's okay for Aneren to raise their
rates. Aneren sat right here and said to us, well, the
whol e reason -- we want to try and get your rates |owered.
You wouldn't have to try and get our rates lowered if you

woul d not allow themto rai se our rates.
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There are systemwi de issues with Aneren's
technology, with their transmssion l[ines, with their
ability to correct issues. But they're |looking for the
bi g noney and we don't have it. W're tapped out. W
don't have the noney that Aneren wants.

"mnot famliar with Areren as a corporation,
okay, so forgive ne if | speak on sonething that
doesn't -- that | don't know. But if they're a publicly
traded comm ssion, then the public has the right to know
what that conpany is doing. W have the right to know
t hat our homes, our properties, our kids are not going to
be damaged by the all mghty dollar that Ameren is | ooking
for.

They want to make nore noney. Wo doesn't? W
all want to nmake nore noney, okay? So you can't fault
t hat business nodel. But what you can fault is Areren
being -- given carte blanche to basically do whatever they
want and |1'd |ike to know why.

l'd like to know fromthe Public Service
Comm ssi on why you are all owi ng conpani es such as Aneren
to be able to just do basically, in essence, whatever they
want? Wiy are you allowng themto not do inpact studies?
Wiy are you allowing themto not do environnental studies?
Those are the questions that I'd |ike sone answers from

fromthe PSC.
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| would like you to be able to put your thought
processes into the big picture and not just the imedi acy
of the need. W need to be proactive, not reactive. This
IS -- we just are seeing it again and again and agai n.

Qur cost of living has gone up in this area.
You can't touch any -- any property, even to rent. Qur
young famlies can't afford their light bills. You see it
all the tinme in this area, people begging for help with
their light bills, people begging for help with a water
bill, people begging -- you know, we were tal king about
the fire departnents.

| Iived in Maine. Lots of rural volunteer fire
departnments. It kind of becane a slogan, "W haven't | ost
acellar yet." So they haven't |ost a basenent yet, okay?

Whi ch neans people's entire hones have been destroyed by

fire.

The gentleman that sat up here with Ameren
stated that, well, it could happen that there's a fire.
There's a likelihood that it won't. Wll, there's a

l'i kel ihood that 1'mgoing to get hit by a bus junping over
61 tonorrow, probably won't happen, but there's still a

l'i kelihood that it could. So does that nmean that | stop

| ooking left and right? No, it nmeans that we really need
to be proactive in |looking at the big picture, not just

the tale that Ameren wants to spin to every one of us.
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Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank
you. Al right. |Is there anyone else who would |ike to
testify? Yes, ma'am Al right. Thank you. You've got
your right hand raised for the sake of the record. Do you
swear or affirmthat the testinony you give today in this
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and not hing
but the truth?

MS. HAMMVETT: Yes, | do.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you very
much. Wat's your nanme, please?

MS. HAMMETT: Debbie Hanmett.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Coul d you spell
that |ast name?

M5. HAMMETT: HAMMET-T.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER  You know what, |'l]
ask you to spell your first name as well.

MS. HAMVETT: Debbie, D-E-B-B-I-E

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER  kay. Thank you.

M5. HAMVETT: Okay. | live right in the mddle
of all of this stuff. W're going to be devastated. W
ain't going to have nothing. Qur property value is going
to go down and, you know, the county ain't going to | ower
our taxes. And, you know, you just got to consider that.

What is this solar stuff going do to us? The batteries
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are going to be on the other side of the highway, but
we're going to have solar all the way around us. W're
right in the mddle of these three farns. W're done and
| don't want to nove. You guys are screwing us. It's
devastating. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER:  Thank you. All
right. |s there anyone el se who would like to testify as
to an issue that's not yet been discussed? Yes. (o
ahead, ma'am | apologize if |'ve been overl ooking you.

MS. BALLARD: No, no, that's okay.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCE SEYER: You're in the front
r OW.

MS. BALLARD: This is a first.

REGULATORY LAW JUDCGE SEYER: Coul d you raise
your right hand, please? Thank you. Do you swear or
affirmthat the testinony you give today in this hearing
shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth?

MS. BALLARD:. Yes, | do.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER  Before you get
started, can | ask you to carefully |ower that down.
Thank you. Afraid that's going to fall off of there. Al
right. What is your nane, please?

MS. BALLARD: Del ena Ballard.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: (kay.
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MS. BALLARD: D-E-L-E-N-A B-A-L-L-A-R-D

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: (kay. o ahead,
Ms. Ball ard.

M5. BALLARD: To add to what M's. Byrnes was
speaking to earlier as far as rates, | also understand
sone of these conpani es negotiate for bulk rates in which
case at the end of the day, they end up paying | ess per
kil owatt hour than the residents do.

And to the last |ady that just spoke, |
understand. | have famly that's been displaced by data
centers in Texas, in Louisiana, ny famly that has been
there since the city was established is |osing property
t hrough em nent dommin because we refuse to accept a val ue
of the property less than half its market val ue.

So when you say we're screwed, forgive the
| anguage, but everywhere we turn around, it's being thrown
at us, it's being shoved down our throats, whether we |ike
it or not. | don't feel |like our voices are being heard.

And on this one I"'mjust going to rip the
Band-Aid off and go for it. Are there any nondi scl osure
agreenents, confidentiality clauses or nonpublic
agreenents with the developer, utility or | andowner that
restrict what the Staff or elected officials can tell the
public? If so, would you be willing to rel ease a redacted

version or at |east summarized copy of those restricted
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topics and in so doing, can you pl ease expl ain what
statute or ordinance allows you to withhold it fromthe
public that you allegedly represent? Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER  Thank you,

Ms. Ballard. Al right. |Is there anyone el se who woul d
like to testify to sonething that has not yet been

di scussed? Al right. As the auctioneer m ght say, going
once, going tw ce.

| do appreciate all of you being here today.
| -- again, as was nentioned, | want to -- the speakers to
take tinme out of your day and potentially mss work is --
does -- is not |lost on the Conm ssion.

If after we | eave here today you have conments
that you would like to Ilet the Comm ssion know online, you
can go to the Comm ssion's website at PSC. nb.gov. On the
right side of the honme page there is a link that says
Submt Comments and you can wite your conments in there
as long -- and it would be helpful to us if you would
reference this case nunber which is EA-2026-0183.

Also, if you would like to contact the Ofice of
t he Public Counsel, you can e-nail them at
nopco@pc. no. gov. And before we end the hearing today,
Cormm ssi oner Kol kneyer, would you like to nake any cl osing
remar ks?

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER: | believe the Chair is
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goi ng to, Judge.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Onh, | apol ogi ze.
Chai r Hahn.

CHAI RPERSON HAHN:  Thanks, Judge Seyer.
CLOSI NG STATEMENT BY CHAI R HAHN:

Good afternoon, everyone. Chair Kayla Hahn of
the Public Service Commssion. | just want to take a
mnute to say how nuch we appreciate your input this
afternoon. | listened diligently to all of the coments
and really inpressed with the anount of research that you
conducted prior and the questions that you're asking.

| think they're good questions. | think it's
really hel pful to understand how you're thinking about it,
so when we -- as the case does develop, we can further try
to make sure we get the information we need to nake
I nf or med deci si ons.

| want to address M. Dorr's comments about why
we're not there because it's areally fair question. W
had schedul ed a conmm ssioner to be in person today. W
have these hearings all over the state and |ife happens
and the rest of us are two hours away. So instead of
scranbling, we all decided to log in and nmake sure that we

coul d cover all the hearing.

So | conpletely understand. | -- you know, |
know that this is a very inportant matter. | see nons in
(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N D N N NN P B PP R PR R R
o N W N P O © © N O O » W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings
July 28, 2026 Page 37

t he background with their babies at this neeting and
that's really inpactful, also, for ne as a nomto take
time out to do sonething like this.

And so just want to say, again, that we really
appreciate your input here. W take it to heart and no
deci si ons have been nmade and we | ook forward to the rest
of the Local Public Hearings in this case later tonight in
Vandalia. W also have one in Advance and then we have
two Webex | ocal public hearings.

So if other folks that you know or your
nei ghbors al so have coments, we're willing to take them
that way. So again, thank you all very nuch and we'l]|
take this information into account in any deci sion.
Thanks, Judge.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you, Chair
Hahn. And again, thank you all for your participation
today. The hearing is now adjourned and we are off the
record.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 2:17 P.M)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Julie K Kearns, Certified Court Reporter
(M), Certified Shorthand Reporter (IL), Registered
Prof essi onal Reporter and Certified Realtine Reporter
wi thin and for the State of M ssouri, do hereby certify
that | was personally present at the proceedings had in
t he above-entitled cause at the tinme and place set forth
In the caption sheet thereof; that | then and there took
down in Stenotype the proceedings had; and that the
foregoing is a true and correct transcript of such

St enotype notes so nade at such tinme and pl ace.

St K Ay wmn

L7

Julie K. Kearns, CCR #993, CSR, RPR CRR
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