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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 7:35 p. m

JUDGE SEYER Let's go on the record. Today
Is July 29, 2026. The tinme is 7:35 p.m Before we go
any further, 1'd ask that everyone nmake sure that their
device is on nute until | call on you to speak. |If
you're using a | andline phone or an ol der cell phone
wWth a mute button, star 6 will nmute and unnute your
phone.

My nane is Ken Seyer. | ama Regul atory Law
Judge with the M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion, and |
wi Il preside over this hearing. The Comm ssion has set
this tinme for a local public hearing to give nenbers of
the public a chance to coment about the Application of
Uni on El ectric Conpany d/b/a Ameren M ssouri for
Certificates of Conveni ence and Necessity Relating to
Three Battery Energy Storage System Projects, Two Sol ar
Generation Facilities and Rel ated Transm ssion
Facilities.

The Conm ssion case nunber is EA-2026-0183.
The Commi ssion regul ates the rates charged by public
utility conmpanies in Mssouri to ensure that those rates
are just and reasonable. The Comm ssion al so regul ates
the quality of service and safety of the operations of
public utilities.

The Comm ssion currently has four
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Comm ssioners. They are appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the Senate. The Conmm ssion enploys a staff
of engi neers, accountants, attorneys, financi al

anal ysts, and other specialists in the field of utility
regul ati on.

Joining us online tonight are Chair Kayla Hahn
and Conmm ssioners M da Col eman, d en Kol kneyer, and
John Mtchell. The Comm ssioners have not nade any
decisions in this case and cannot answer any questions
t oday, because they have to remain inpartial until after
all the evidence is presented at the evidentiary hearing
in this matter that is currently scheduled to begin
Sept enber 29.

At this time, Conm ssioner Mtchell, would you
| i ke to make opening remarks?

CHAI R HAHN: Judge Seyer, Chair Hahn. [|I'm
going to help us open tonight.

JUDGE SEYER. (kay.

CHAI R HAHN:  Thank you. (Good eveni ng
everyone. Kayla Hahn, Chair of the Conmmi ssion. Just
want to take a m nute and wel cone you to our virtua
public hearing this evening. This is at |least the third
| ocal public hearing we've had in this case. W have
anot her one tonorrow. W have received several

comments. W |ook forward to hearing your comments.
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It's early in the case process, so we w |l use those
comments and deliberate on themas we consider this
application. So with that said, on behalf of the entire
Comm ssi on, we wel cone you and | ook forward to hearing
fromyou. Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE SEYER: Thank you, Chair Hahn. There
are attorneys tonight representing the parties in this
matter that are online. For the record, would each of
you identify yourselves and state which party you're
representing beginning wwth Areren M ssouri.

M5. GRUBBS:. Good evening, Your Honor.
Jermai ne Grubbs on behal f of Ameren M ssouri. M
busi ness address and contact information is on file with
the Comm ssion. Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. And then for the Staff of
t he Comm ssi on.

MR. HENNON:. Good evening. This is Douglas
Hennon. |'man attorney with the M ssouri Public
Service Comm ssion Staff Counsel's Ofice, and ny
information is on record with the Comm ssion as well.

JUDGE SEYER  Thank you. And then for the
Ofice of the Public Counsel.

M5. VanCGERPEN:. Good evening. This is Lindsay
VanGer pen on behalf of the OPC, and ny information is

al so part of the record. Thank you.
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JUDGE SEYER: All right. Are there any other
attorneys representing parties? GCkay. Then the way
we'll proceed with this hearing wll be to call the
nanes of people who have indicated that they wish to
testify. Wwen | call your nane, please unnute your
device, | wll place you under oath and ask you to state
and spell your name, and then you can offer your
comments to the Commssion. W will try tolimt
comments to five mnutes per person. Once you finish
your comments, please remain online in case there are
questions fromthe Comm ssioners or the attorneys for
the parties.

Now, | was sent information that John Edwards
had asked to testify tonight. |s John Edwards online?
Al'l right. | was also told that Jenn DeRose woul d |ike
to testify. |Is Ms. DeRose on the line?

M5. DeROSE: Yes, | am here.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. M. DeRose, would
you raise your right hand, please. Do you swear or
affirmthat the testinony you give tonight in this
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth?

M5. DeRCSE: | do.

JUDGE SEYER All right. Could you go ahead

and state and spell your nane.

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings
July 29, 2026 Page 8

M5. DeROSE: Yes. [It's Jenn DeRose, J-e-n-n
D-e-R-0-s-e.

JUDGE SEYER  Thank you. Go ahead with your
comrent s.

M5. DeROSE: Thank you. |'mJenn DeRose. |'m
a Sierra Cub Beyond Coal enployee, and |I'm an Anmeren
custoner in St. Louis who really enjoys having sol ar
panels on nmy house. |I'mstill drawing fromthe grid, of
course, but ny overall energy bills are way | ower than
ny neighbors and ny bills are predictable and
manageabl e.

| want everyone in ny state to enjoy the sane

predictability and affordability | get to enjoy every

nmonth when | open ny bill fromAnmeren. | |ike celebrate
when | open ny bills. | nean, | know |ots of people do
not .

So renewabl e energy is affordable, reliable
and good for rural communities. |It's better for the
envi ronnment than generation, and it hel ps ratepayers
save noney overall. A recent Politico analysis of data
fromthe federal governnent in the energy industry
rel eased in Cctober of 2025, shows that states that
enbrace renewabl e energy are far nore likely to save
nmoney fromelectricity than those relying on fossil

fuel s or nucl ear power.
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The report goes on to state that in the 22
states with above average increases in wnd and sol ar
generation over the past four years, 12 recorded power
price hikes below the national average. So solar and
battery storage is affordable energy. Once a solar
project is online, it provides affordable, reliable
power that unlike fossil fuel generation would suddenly
beconme expensive as fuel prices rise. Renewable energy
Is the quickest to deploy and the nost affordable to
bui | d.

The cost of building new gas-fired power
plants is at a ten-year high where coal costs junped 28
percent from 2021 to '24. So, these sort of projects
that Anmeren is proposing can help provide stability and
reliability in an increasingly volatile energy market.

Solar is good for rural comunities. Ball
State University released a study in May of this year
t hat showed how counties that wel cone solar rather than
| nposing strict restrictions had stronger econom c
benefits, including stronger econom c growth and
stronger fiscal expansion.

M ssouri farmers, ranchers and other private
| andowners receive over 29.5 mllion annually in
dr ought - proof | ease paynents helping to preserve famly

farnms and | egacy farns. C ean energy projects invest in

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings
July 29, 2026 Page 10

| ocal M ssouri conmunities providing property, state and
| ocal taxes totaling 28.1 mllion annually. And to put

| and use in perspective, in Mssouri golf courses use
44,959 acres of | and where solar only takes up 6,778
acres. Corn takes up about 545 tinmes the anount of | and
used by solar arrays in Mssouri.

Lastly -- This is Henry, by the way. He wll
not | eave ne al one.

Lastly, | wouldn't be doing ny job properly if
| didn't include the significant and environnental and
heal t h harnms avoi ded when utilities choose renewabl e
options over fossil fuels. Solar does not continuously
contribute to climate chaos the way that burning fossi
fuels do. Solar panels do not emt CO2 while
operational, nor do they |eak nethane gas the way gas
plants do. And we know that nethane is a greenhouse gas
that has 86 warm ng potential of CO2 over a 20-year life
span.

Nor do solar panels emt deadly particul ate
matter, SO2 pollution or NOx pollution while operating,
all of which negatively inpact human health and whose
medi cal costs are shifted onto the public. For exanple,
Aneren' s Labadi e plant al one contributes to over 300
premat ure deat hs per year. Soneone is paying for that

and it's us. Qur state desperately needs safer
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generation choices and we need them now. As our
communities transition to healthier, safer renewable
ener gy, thoughtful planning and responsible siting can
hel p us work with nature to nmaxim ze benefits to | ocal
ecosystens and community. So in closing, | really hope
t he Comm ssion w |l consider approving these good
projects. |'d love to see nore projects |like this in
Anmeren's upcom ng | RP

JUDGE SEYER: All right. Thank you, Ms.

DeRose.

M5. DeROSE: Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Judge Seyer, | have a
questi on.

JUDCGE SEYER  Yes, go ahead, Conmi ssioner
Kol kneyer.

COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Yes, thank you,
Judge. Ma'am did | understand are you conpari ng acres
of solar panels to acres of corn?

M5. DeROSE: Onh, yes. So there's a common
m sconception that solar panels are taking up a | ot of
valuable farmand in Mssouri. And so | was conparing
it to both golf courses and then | was explaining Iike
t he amount of acres devoted to solar to corn. Corn is
542 or sonething like that tinmes the anmount of acres of

land. |'msorry if that's confusing.
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COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER: Wl |, are you
conparing or you want to replace the corn with sol ar
panel s?

M5. DeROSE: Oh, no. |I'mjust saying that it
takes up a very small portion of our farmable | and, and
so | know that this is a common concern and | really
respect that in rural communities and want to nmake sure
that they stay rural and stay farm and. There's way
nore golf courses than solar arrays, many, nany, nany
times that.

COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER: | was confused with
your conment conparing solar panels to cornfields.

M5. DeROSE: Under st ood.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Thank you.

M5. DeROSE: |'msorry about that,

Comm ssioner. | hope that's clear.

COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. | do not have anyone
el se signed up to testify. M. Kliethernes, has anyone
el se indicated they wish to testify?

M5. KLI ETHERMES: Yes, | have sent you a few
names in the chat function, Judge, if you are able to
see. |If not, the first one is Claire Mieller.

M5. MJELLER Do | need to be sworn in?

JUDGE SEYER  Yes, |I'msorry, M. Mieller.
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"' mnot seeing those nanes in ny chats, but yes, would
you rai se your right hand, please.

M5. MJELLER  Yeah.

JUDGE SEYER Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you give tonight at this hearing shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

M5. MJELLER | do.

JUDGE SEYER: And could you state and spel
your nane, please.

MS. MUELLER Yes. Caire Mieller,
Cl-a-i-r-e Mu-e-|-1-e-r.

JUDGE SEYER  Thank you, Ms. Muieller. You can
put your hand down. Thank you.

M5. MUJELLER: ['mjust really confirm ng ny
nane.

JUDCGE SEYER  Go ahead, pl ease.

M5. MJELLER  Awesone. So | amdefinitely in

support of Aneren finally adding sone nore renewabl e

energy. |It's very affordable. The cost is down
significantly since its inception. |It's definitely the
right nove for us. It would nmake us nore conpetitive.
Looking at things like Illinois' comunity solar, it's

sonet hing that we need to catch up on and this woul d be
a great instance of using it. |It's nore reliable. You

can deploy it in different ways, particularly with the
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battery storage. |I'mgoing to keep it short and sweet.
This is sonething that | really hope that the Conm ssion
will nove forward on both now and with future projects
as wel | .

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you. All
right. M. Kliethernes, I amnot seeing those nanes.

So if you could give ne the next person who has asked to

testify.

MS. KLIETHERMES: | sure will. That would be
Jeff Hol zem

M5. SIPES. 1'd like to testify.

JUDGE SEYER  Coul d you go ahead and gi ve Ms.
Kl i et hernmes your nane.

M5. SIPES. Laura Sipes, S-i-p-e-s.

M5. KLIETHERMES: | wll add you to the |ist.

M5. SIPES: Thank you. | just didn't know if
you got it before. Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. 1'msorry, M.
Kl i et hernmes, who did you say was next?

M5. KLI ETHERVES: Jeff Hol zem

JUDGE SEYER Ckay. M. Holzem are you
there? You were unnuted and then | ooks |ike you nuted
again. So if you could unnute, please.

MR. HOLZEM Ckay. M nane is Jeff Hol zem

JUDGE SEYER  Rai se your right hand, please,
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If you don't mnd. Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you give tonight in this hearing shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

MR. HOLZEM | do.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you. And your
nane is Jeff Holzem Could you spell that for us,
pl ease.

MR HOLZEM J-e-f-f Ho-l-z-e-m

JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. Go ahead, M. Hol zem

MR HOLZEM | believe M. WIIls said that
solar is the cheapest formof energy that they have for
generating electricity even without the subsidies from
the federal governnment. | would say we should be
bui | di ng nore solar instead of |ess.

It's faster to put it up because of its speed
at which we can put up solar conpared to buil ding gas
plants or coal plants or nuclear plants. So another
reason for doing it all the tine. It's cleaner air.

Ms. DeRose spoke quite el oguently about that.

My only other concern is | fear that there
will be a sharing of the cost of building these
facilities wth all ratepayers. It's pretty clear to ne
that there are two major data centers right near
Cal | away plant, for exanple. So, why should all

custoners be paying for this. That's ny question for
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the Comm ssion. That's all | have for right now Thank
you.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you. Then M.
KIi et hermes, the next nanme on the I|ist.

MS. KLI ETHERMES: Kel | sy Macdonal d.

JUDGE SEYER: Ms. Macdonal d, are you there?

M5. MACDONALD: | am here.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. Wuld you raise your
ri ght hand, please. Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you give tonight in this hearing shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

M5. MACDONALD: | swear.

JUDGE SEYER  Thank you. Could you go ahead
and state and spell your nane.

M5. MACDONALD: Kellsy, K-e-Il-1I-s-vy,

Macdonal d, M a-c-d-o-n-a-|-d.
JUDGE SEYER  Thank you. Go ahead with your

conment s.

M5. MACDONALD: Thank you. | amhere in
support of this. | ama resident of St. Louis but | was
born and raised in Texas. | was out of state when the

big freeze of 2021 happened, and it was terrifying. M
not her and grandnot her both | ost power for several days
after the grid failure. Fortunately we're fine and even

better Texas responded. Since then they have put on
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several gigawatts of solar and significantly increased
their battery storage capacity. Renewables are quickly
depl oyabl e and significantly cheaper to produce
dramatically reducing the strain on residents both in
their bills and their ability to power their hones. |
have much nore peace of mnd as ny famly ages that they
are better protected against the ragi ng weather events
that will continue to worsen with our dependence on
fossil fuels. | chose a new hone for nyself here in

M ssouri and | am pl eadi ng that we do everything in our
power to follow Texas' lead in enbracing alternative
ener gy sources.

Besi des strengthening the grid, I'min favor
because | know that solar panels don't |each chem cals,
that sites are properly revegetated, and this
contributes to better carbon capture in the soils since
It doesn't have as nuch disturbance allowng the soil to
build itself up. W introduce pollinator habitats, that
battery failures fromour best systens are rare and that
solar plants can be ripped up and the ground restored
and reused after their life span.

It's a significantly cleaner source of energy
and a cradl e-to-grave anal ysis when conpared to any
ot her generation source. | want to see a dramatic

I ncrease in renewabl e energy and battery storage in this
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state, way nore than 30 percent of our current m x that
we're proposing in the IRP. Thank you for your tine.
JUDGE SEYER All right. Thank you, Ms.
Macdonal d. | am not seeing any further nanmes of people
that would like to testify but --
M5. KLIETHERVES: O her than the call-in user

who just added her nane.

JUDGE SEYER: That's right. | apologize. M.
Sipes, | believe. M. Sipes, are you there? |If you are
there. GCkay. o ahead.

M5. SIPES: Hello. |'m here.

JUDGE SEYER Al right. And | know you don't
have your video on, but | would |ike to swear you in
before you testify. So if you would raise your right
hand.

M5. SIPES: Sure.

JUDGE SEYER Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you give tonight in this hearing shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

MS. SIPES: Yes, sir.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. And your first name
I's Laura. How do you spell that?

M5. SIPES: L-a-u-r-a.

JUDGE SEYER  And your last nane is what?

M5. SIPES. Sipes, S-i-p as in Paul-e as in
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El vis-s as in Sam

JUDGE SEYER: Go ahead, Ms. Si pes.

M5. SIPES. (Ckay. First of all, | would I|ike
to request that before any decision be made that the
environnental studies that have not been rel eased be
rel eased to the public, both site specific studies and
wildlife studies. Wthout those, | don't think the
public can nake a reasonabl e assessnent about the
viability of this or the reasonabl eness of this in such
a rural comunity.

My second bi ggest concern about the project is
the fire and safety risk. LithiumBESS facilities have
a history of thermal runaway fires that are extrenely
difficult to extinguish and can reignite days |ater and
produce intense heat, heavy snoke and toxic gases |ike
hydrogen floride particulates. Wile |arge-scal e BESS
I ncidents are rarer than small-scale lithiumfires, they
pose a uni que challenge for rural fire departnents
especially in Silex, Mssouri at the MIIl Creek facility
whi ch only has a volunteer fire departnent and basically
does not have the equi pnent to deal with a lithiumfire.

It rai ses questions about response tines,
wat er supply for suppression, and there is serious issue
about the massive of volunmes needed to suppress fire in

this rural area that's heavily wooded in the area that
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could start massive wldfires. Just this year the
Departnment of Natural Resources sent out letters
requesting rural residents clean up wooded areas and
easenents al ong the road because the concerns about
wi I dfires and extrene tenperatures.

And | think that that could be mtigated, but
we have not seen any proof from Aneren UE about their
plans for fire mtigation, including staffing of fire
departnments that would be available to nonitor this
pr oj ect.

"' m al so concerned about having a data center
there and the, you know, they said that this facility
was being built for a data center and | think that
there's no informati on about who's the data center going
to be, what are there going to be filtering and their
cleanup for the water and this is on our famly's water
aqui fer and the water aquifer that runs through there
and the massive anmobunts of water that it will require.

So | amrequesting that the Conm ssion stay
the proceedings until the plans for fire mtigation and
the environnental studies be released to the public and
specifically to Ctizens to Stop Lincoln County
Corruption specifically to the MII Creek facility.
That's nmy testinony. |'masking -- In the alternative,

" masking you to deny the permt entirely if they're

(888) 893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N B

N N N N N N P P P P P P PP P
g A W N P O © 0 N O 0 A W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings
July 29, 2026 Page 21

unw I ling to produce the environnental studies and their
fire mtigation strategy plan.

JUDGE SEYER: (Okay. Thank you, Ms. Sipes, for
your testinony. |'malso seeing that Brandon Powers
woul d like to testify.

MR. POAERS: Indeed | would. Let ne get ny
vi deo on.

JUDCGE SEYERT M. Powers, you've got your
right hand raised. Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you give tonight in this hearing shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

MR. POAERS: | do so affirm

JUDGE SEYER: Go ahead.

MR. PONERS:. Hold, please, while I pull ny
notes up. Thank you very nuch. Hello. M nane is
Brandon Powers. |If you need it spelled, it's
B-r-a-n-d-o-n P-o-we-r-s.

| ama resident of St. Louis Cty. | would
|like to state on the record that | amin full-throated
support of building battery storage and sol ar
facilities. Rejecting renewables is a defacto vote for
the alternative, and it would do a great disservice to
the public to cast such a vote.

The choice is binary. W squander our

financial and material resources when buil ding
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vul nerabl e i nfrastructure that depends on a continuous
stream of fossil fuel or we do the smart thing. W nake
solar farns that keep generating power after they are
built and the battery systens that allow that power to
be used when it is needed. That is the entirety of ny
statenent. Thank you so nuch for your tine.

JUDGE SEYER Al right. Thank you,

M. Powers. And Ms. Kliethernmes, correct ne if |I'm
wong but | believe that's all that are indicating that
they wish to testify.

M5. KLI ETHERMES: That would be correct. | do
see a few hands raised. |'mnot sure if they would |ike
to testify.

JUDCE SEYER Ckay. |If you could check that
out for me since I'ma little technically challenged
her e.

M5. KLI ETHERMES: Jacob Burns, if you woul d
like to testify, please unnute.

MR. BURNS: | woul d.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. M. Burns, would you
rai se your right hand, please, and prepare to be sworn
in. Do you swear or affirmthat the testinony you give
tonight in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole
truth and not hing but the truth?

MR. BURNS. | do.
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JUDGE SEYER: Thank you. Go ahead. Could you
state and spell your nane first.

MR. BURNS: Jacob Burns, J-a-c-0-b B-u-r-n-s.
| ama resident within the five-mle radius of the MII
Creek facility. 1'd like to testify ny statenent.

As this proceeding continues to develop after
the | ocal public hearings through the staff testinony,
rebuttal testinony and any other filings, | request that
i f any new substantial information is introduced to the
citizens have any opportunity to testify such as
addi ti onal devel opnents or site expansion.

JUDGE SEYER  Whoever that caller is, please
mute. Thank you.

MR. BURNS:. | respectfully request that the
Comm ssi on consi der hol ding at | east one additional
regi onal public hearing before issuing its final order.
Doi ng so would allow the citizens to review and comment
on the conplete evidentiary record rather than only the
initial application and would further the Conm ssion's
comm tment to transparency and neani ngful public
partici pation.

| believe the decisions of this nmagnitude
deserve the nost conplete factual record reasonably
possi bl e before final action is taken. These projects

have the potential to influence Mssouri comunities,
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agriculture, energency services, |and use, the

el ectrical infrastructure for many decades. Careful
consi deration of these issues today will help ensure
that the future decisions are infornmed not only by

t echni cal and econom ¢ anal ysis but also by practical
questions and concerns of the citizens who live with

| ong-term consequences of those decisions. That's all.

JUDGE SEYER: Thank you, M. Burns.

MR. BURNS: Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: Ms. Kliethernes, has anyone el se
I ndi cated they wish to testify?

M5. KLI ETHERMES: Sonja Pal has their hand
rai sed. You can unnute.

JUDCGE SEYER Ms. Pal, are you there?

M5. PAL: | amhere. |I'mtrying to get ny
canera to cone on. | don't knowif you can see ne
because | can't see anybody el se.

JUDGE SEYER: | can see you. Wuld you raise
your right hand, please.

M5. PAL: Yes.

JUDGE SEYER:  Thank you. Do you swear or
affirmthat the testinony you give tonight in this
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth?

M5. PAL: Yes.
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JUDGE SEYER: All right. Could you state and
spell your nane, please.

M5. PAL: Certainly. M nane Sonj a,

S-0-n-j-a, and last nane is Pal, P as in Peter, a-| as
In Larry.

JUDGE SEYER: Go ahead with your comments.

M5. PAL: | ama resident of Lincoln County,
specifically Silex, Mssouri, and | want to go on record
that | oppose these projects that are before you. |
can't say it as eloquently as Jacob did, but the reasons
are there's too many unanswered questions. W do not
know t he environnental inpact that's going to happen in
our community. There are better options out there.

Many peopl e gave better options to Anmeren of
where they could put the solar, basically the solar
farms, top of buildings, Cty of St. Louis. There's a
| ot of buildings down there that need help. Put them
there. W don't know the noise inpact. W don't know
the future of the data centers that are com ng here. W
do know that the water consunption for that is
astronomcal. So | just want to go on record as a
citizen of Silex and Lincoln County that | oppose.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. Thank you, M. Pal.

M5. PAL: Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER All right. | believe that --
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MR. BUDDEMEYER: |'d |ike to speak.

JUDGE SEYER  Ckay. Wiat is your nane,
pl ease?

MR. BUDDEMEYER: Ronman Buddeneyer. |'mthe
President of the Citizens to Stop Lincoln County
Corrupti on.

JUDGE SEYER  Excuse ne, M. Buddeneyer. M.
Buddeneyer. M. Buddeneyer, before you nake any
comments, | need to swear you in.

MR. BUDDEMEYER: (kay.

JUDCGE SEYER Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you give tonight in this hearing shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

MR. BUDDEMEYER | do.

JUDGE SEYER: Could you go ahead and state and
spell your first and | ast nane.

MR. BUDDEMEYER: Roman Buddeneyer, R-o-ma-n
B-u-d-d-e-me-y-e-r.

JUDGE SEYER: And you stated that you're
representing a particul ar group?

MR. BUDDEMEYER:  Yeah.

JUDGE SEYER: What is that group?

MR. BUDDEMEYER: Citizens to Stop Lincoln
County Corruption.

JUDGE SEYER Ckay. Go ahead.
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MR. BUDDEMEYER: All right. Wat's happened
in so many places, the data centers sweep in, they
poi son the water, they create noise, they raise
el ectrical rates, they nmake sure that they get
everything taken care of for them and then when, of
course, these things only have a short |ife span.
They're gone in 10, maybe 15 years dependi ng at best and
then they | eave you with the white elephant. And that
infrastructure that they built up but then you have to
pay for to maintain because they ain't going to be there
no nore and you're going to have to carry that | oad.

The next problemis followi ng the path of
responsibility. Wuo really is behind --

THE COURT REPORTER: |'msorry. Judge Seyer.

JUDGE SEYER: M. Buddeneyer. M. Buddeneyer,
the court reporter is asking ne to back up, | believe.

THE COURT REPORTER: Could you ask himto back
up and pl ease sl ow down.

JUDGE SEYER Ckay. So probably that | ast
sentence or two you might want to repeat. She's asking
just to slow down a bit. She's having probl ens
recordi ng your testinony.

MR. BUDDEMEYER: Ckay. As | stated, there has
to be representation of these people, nanes and pl aces

that they can be contacted and/or given any kind of
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subpoena to because in the end it's been proven nmany
times already that these data centers in other parts of
this country that it does damage. Al right. It
damages the water table, the data centers, and | eaves
t hem not hi ng because the jobs are a joke. There's
al nrost nobody locally that's ever got hired or used
ot her than the construction. After that, 10 years, 15
years down the road, there's a white el ephant, because
these things will be obsolete and all that
infrastructure, all that electrical grid and the water
brought to themis going to be paid for by those who are
| eft holding the bill, which would be the citizens, all
ri ght, because once they decide they're done and gone,
they're | eaving, poof, they'll be gone and we're out of
it where we l[ive. So we have to cover their back. And
they need to have a bond, sonething going that they pay.
It has to be a serious nunber because, again, once the
water table is gone, it's gone forever. |It's like all
the radiation that was dropped in areas of Wst County
and out west of 94, Weldon Springs. That has been
destroyed. No one drinks well water there. You can't
have it.

Again, we have to have a trail, paper trai
and a legal trail to follow. And again, the studies as

|'ve heard ot her people coment have not been put up
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front. There's been no actual facts |laid dowm or even
predictions of what it will be like. And since we have
| and there, the water is there to feed the |ivestock.
Once it's gone, they'll be no nore livestock if it's
ruined. So anyway, | want themto say no on going
forward with anything now until everything has been put
on the table and they provide all proper legal follow up
of their representation, who is responsible, because

we' re not nmaking any noney out of this.

There is nothing that we gain from having a
data center, nothing, other than sonebody got a job to
build it, and that will be over because the jobs there
wi Il not support anybody locally. It wll only be
probabl y sonebody el se sonewhere el se, probably not even
in the state. So we need to nmake sure this is checked
on every way and followed up properly.

Last thing, again, | say ask yourself this
question. |Is God's water that aquifer that's the nost
wonderful water in our country? This aquifer is the
nost inportant to our country. |If that's ruined, then
what have we got? Paid for water? W have to pay for
wat er everywhere now? Bottled water for everything?
That's insane. You don't want that. So it's not a good
trade.

JUDGE SEYER: All right.
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MR. BUDDEMEYER: Thank you very nuch.

JUDGE SEYER  Thank you, M. Buddeneyer. |
just want to verify with you very quickly. You had
mentioned, | believe, Weldon Springs. | wanted to nmake
sure Ms. Bentch was able to get that.

MR. BUDDEMEYER: That's correct, yeah.

Spani sh Lake, all sorts of areas were destroyed by the
spread of radiation. |It's no different than tainted
water that will be |ike heavy netals and stuff nore than
| i kel y where no one can drink it.

JUDCGE SEYER  CGotcha. Okay. Ms. Kliethernes,
has anyone else indicated they'd like to testify?

M5. KLI ETHERMES: No, they have not.

JUDCE SEYER Ckay. Then | w Il just point
out to all those people that are online, if you'd like
to -- After this hearing is over tonight, if you'd |like
to make witten comments on the Conmmi ssion's website,
you can do that at psc.np.gov, psc.npb.gov. On that hone
page, there is a link on the right side that says submt
comments. If you click on that, you'll be able to
submt your witten comments and if you will add the
case nunber with those witten comments, | would
appreciate that. It is EA-2026-0183.

Before we end the hearing tonight, Chair Hahn

or one of the Comm ssioners, would you like --
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COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Conmi ssi oner
Kol kneyer here.

JUDGE SEYER:  Conmi ssi oner Kol kneyer.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Yes, thank you,
Judge. On behalf of Chair Hahn and the other
Comm ssioners, | want to thank everyone for your
comments. We had a lot of really good cooments from al |
sides here this evening. And as Chair Hahn said, we
have not made any decision in this case because this is
at the very beginning of this certificate of need case.
So here again, we want to thank you for your
participation in this local public hearing here this
evening. So thank you, Judge. Thank everyone.

JUDCGE SEYER  Thank you, Conm ssioner. Al

right. The hearing is now adjourned and we are off the

record.
(WHEREUPQON, the proceedi ngs concl uded at 8:10
p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

I, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Commi ssion Local Public Hearing and that the transcript,
pages 1 through 31, is a true record of my stenographic
not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml| a relative or counsel connected with the
action, nor aml financially interested in the action.

Dated this 6th day of August, 2026.

By, Jean, Bordedo

Beverly Jeii Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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