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THE COURT: Good norning, everyone. This
Is Charles Hatcher. |'m Regulatory Law Judge presiding
over this procedural conference. W do not have a court
reporter, but this will be recorded in case anyone woul d
|ike a transcript. Let's go ahead and we'll go on the
record. Today is August 5th, 2026. The Conm ssi on has
set this tinme for a prehearing conference in case nunber
EC- 2026- 0357. Again, there's no court reporter, but
this is being recorded in case anyone would |ike a
transcript -- transcription made. This conference is
being held solely by internet and WebEx connecti on.
Let's go ahead and have counsel for the parties make
their appearance. |Is M. Ganier here? And | apol ogi ze
I f I'"'m m spronounci ng that.

M5. HERNANDEZ: Yeah, that --

MR GRANIER: That's fine I'm here
G ani er.

THE COURT: Granier, thank you. |
appreciate that. And for Ameren, M ssouri?

M5. HERNANDEZ: Jennifer Hernandez for
Ameren, M ssouri .

THE COURT: Thank you. And for staff?

MR. PRINGLE: Travis Pringle for staff.
Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: Thank you. And the Ofice of
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t he Public Counsel.

MR WLLIAVS: Nathan WIIlians, Chief
Deputy Public Counsel, appearing on behalf of the Ofice
of the Public Counsel and the public in general. |
t hi nk our contact information is otherw se avail abl e.

If not, | can provide it.

THE COURT: No, that's all right. Thank
you very much.

MR. WLLIAMS: Thank you.

THE COURT: GCkay. Today we are really
just wanting to get together so we can tal k about what
the next steps are in the case. W have to kind of
pause here because as |'mreview ng what's happened in
the case. M. Ganier, Areren, Mssouri requested to
participate in nediation. And the Comm ssion ordered a
response fromyou and, and never heard back. And that's
really the, the purpose why we're holding this
prehearing conference. Can you tell us what your
t houghts are on nedi ati on?

MR GRANIER  Yes, | -- I"'mokay wth
that and | want to apologize. So | was out on a canping
trip wwth ny famly when that got sent over. And then
by the tinme | got back, | had received that notification
about being late on that. So |I'mokay to nove forward

with nediation if that -- sure (indiscernible).
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THE COURT: Al right, that certainly is.
For future reference, it's certainly acceptable to go
ahead and, and file a late answer if you got sone
paperwork | ate and, and just let the Conm ssion and the
ot her parties know, "Hey, | got it. And I'mtrying to
catch up." W are all here, which nakes ne very tenpted
to go ahead and, and start sone nedi ation. However,
we're quite restricted in that | cannot be the nediator
and the judge in the sanme case. How about this? In a
normal procedural or prehearing conference, | would talk
to the parties briefly for few mnutes and | would
basically leave the call. | leave the -- this WDbEXx
open so that the parties and, and M. Ganier could
di scuss anongst thensel ves what they would |ike the next
steps to be or perhaps, you know, talk about settlenent
or sonething along those lines. | think that m ght be
the best path, path forward is we go ahead and treat
this just |like a normal, a prehearing conference and
"1l excuse nyself and then let all of the parties
continue talking as long as you' d |like, nmake other
arrangenents to continue the conversation, however, you
want to treat it. | would ask that staff. M. Pringle,
If | can task you with a status report. The information
I would be | ooking for is whether a nedi ator needs to be

appoi nt ed.
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MR. PRINGLE: | guess, yeah, Judge, based
on that, I'mthinking of -- knowif the conplainant and
Aneren can agree to it. Tine and place for nediation.
W can just file sonething saying, "Hey, this is atine
and day avail able and can the Conm ssion appoint a
medi ator for that?"

THE COURT: Yeah, I, | knowit's alittle
strange, a little loose. | -- I'"mkind of basing ny, ny
deci sion on nmonentum for |ack of any |egal strategy.

W' ve got nonentum we've got everybody here and I,
really would Iike to see sone progress nmade in the

di scussions in this case. Yeah, M. Pringle, |'mgoing
to ask that you file that. Today is -- today is the
5th. | want to nmake that due in one week or two. [|'l|
gi ve you your option.

MR, PRINGLE: Well, | guess also it's
pretty just procedurally. Can | also just enmail you?

THE COURT: [|'ll ask if anyone has any
t houghts before | say, yes.

M5. HERNANDEZ: | would -- | nean,
procedural communications are allowed. So | would say
as long as we're just putting in an email, here's the
times, parties are available for the nediator's
consideration. | think that's appropriate.

THE COURT: Yeah, then excellent. Let's
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do that. Make sure and, and copy everyone. M.
Ganier, | want to nmake sure that we've got your enmail
address. Let nme check the service list real quick. You
are at shgranierl0l@nuail ? Ckay.

MR. GRANIER  Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Yeah, let's do that. I, |
really want to take advantage of having everybody here
I n attendance because really nediation is just that half
a step closer to a settlenent. So we've got everybody
here. Everyone's prepared to discuss this, this
norning. Let's go ahead and do that. M. Pringle, if
you would email nme and copy the other parties within a
week or, or a heads up that, you know, it's going to
take a little bit nore tine. Wat | would | ove to see
out of this neeting this norning is that all the parties
have found a path forward, or have found their own next
step to take the path forward, and then just touch base
with the comm ssion and, and nove forward fromthere.
That is not an armtw sting, M. Ganier. |, | do not
want you to feel |ike you are being forced to settle.

We just encourage settlenent. The |egal system

encourages settlenment just as a -- as a public policy
| dea.
So with that, I"mgoing to go ahead and
get off the phone call. 1'Il leave all of you to it.
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what ever it's called, the host responsibilities.

for vol unt eeri ng.

Happy to vol unt eer.

"Il let you all go ahead. |1'mgoing to turn ny
room are there any questions for ne? | know this
kind of taking a little bit of a left turn,

MS. HERNANDEZ: No questi ons.

Kayla to see how we can transfer the host

(End of audi o recording.)

Again, the WebEx is yours for the taking. | do believe

-- oh, no, | have found out that | can transfer the --

Let ne

see if | can do that real quick. M. Pringle, thank you

MR. PRI NGLE: You're wel cone, Judge.

THE COURT: Ckay, let ne -- let nme see if

| can figure that out. | have to go talk to Kayl a.

m crophone off. Before |I do that and step out of the

is

THE COURT: l"mgoing to go talk with

responsi bilities. | really appreciate you all being

here. Thank you. And | w sh you all the best | uck.
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

I, SANG TA GANDHI , do hereby certify:

That said audio transcription is a true

record as reported by ne, a disinterested person.

| further certify that | am not
interested in the outcone of said action, nor connected
with, nor related to any of the parties in said action,

nor to their respective counsel.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set

nmy hand this 13th day of JRugu 2026.

Sangi t a Gandhi
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