BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF MISSOURI

Christopher Perkin,	)
	)
	Complainant,	)
		)
	vs.	)	Case No. EC-2026-0309
		)
The Empire District Electric Company,	)
d/b/a Liberty,	)
		)
	Respondent.	)

RESPONSE TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

COMES NOW The Empire District Electric Company, doing business as Liberty, and for its Response to Staff’s recommendations, states as follows:
1.	Christopher Perkin filed his Formal Complaint on May 5, 2026, concerning the interconnection and operation of his solar photovoltaic and battery energy storage system; specifically, Complainant alleged that Liberty violated its filed tariff by imposing un-tariffed requirements concerning unrestricted access to equipment, restraint of dogs, relocation of the disconnect switch, and a 21-day lockout of the system. Complainant further alleged that Liberty improperly prevented operation of the system despite its configuration to prevent backfeed and failed to identify tariff authority for certain requirements imposed during the interconnection and commissioning process.
2.	The Commission ordered Staff to investigate and file a report; Staff filed its Report on August 21, 2026.  Therein, Staff stated it concluded Liberty acted within its authority and that it did not find any violation of applicable statutes, Commission-approved tariffs, Commission rules or regulations, or Commission orders.
3.	Staff did make certain recommendations, as follows: “Staff recommends that the parties communicate and work cooperatively to complete the interconnection process and resolve any remaining concerns. Additionally, Staff recommends Liberty revise its net metering tariff to include its 21-day lockout procedure.”  Staff Memo, p. 7. 
4.	With respect to working with the Complainant regarding the interconnection process, Liberty has accepted Mr. Perkin’s net metering application and his solar installation passed field tests on July 27, 2026. 
5.	With respect to the tariff, the Company accepts Staff’s recommendations for changes to the Net Metering Tariff and is in the process of revising its Net Metering Tariff to include the 21-day Lockout procedure.  The Company is working with Staff on that revised language and anticipates submitting the tariff changes in the near future. 
WHEREFORE, the Company prays that the Commission will accept its Response and dismiss this Complaint; and grant such other and further relief as is just in the circumstances.

Respectfully submitted,
BRYDON, SWEARENGEN & ENGLAND, P.C.
By:	/s/ Kevin A. Thompson
Kevin A. Thompson. Mo. Bar No. 36288
P.O. Box 456
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102-0456
Telephone (573) 635-7166
Email: kthompson@brydonlaw.com

ATTORNEYS FOR THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY 





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was sent by electronic mail to all parties of record this 31st day of August, 2026.

		/s/ Kevin A. Thompson

