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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF 
THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

 
In the Matter of Evergy Metro, Inc. d/b/a Evergy ) 
Missouri Metro’s Request for Authority to   ) Case No. ER-2026-0143 
Implement A General Rate Increase for Electric ) 
Service      ) 
 

NON-UNANIMOUS PROGRAMS STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT 
 

COMES NOW, Evergy Metro, Inc. d/b/a Evergy Missouri Metro (“EMM” or the 

“Company”) and Staff (“Staff”) for the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), 

and Renew Missouri Advocates d/b/a Renew Missouri (“Renew Missouri”), (individually 

“Signatory” and collectively “Signatories”) and agree to a Non-Unanimous Programs Stipulation 

and Agreement (“Agreement”) that resolves certain pending issues in this docket, as stated below. 

1. The Signatories agree to the following terms as set forth below: 

Programs 

2. The Signatories agree that funding authorized for each program will remain 

dedicated to that program and will not be transferred among programs. 

 Economic Relief Program (ERP) – Annual funding will increase to $1,410,000 

from $1,260,000 as reflected in the provision below, shared 50/50 between 

ratepayers and shareholders. The word “Pilot” will be removed from the program 

name. 

 Critical Medical Needs Program – Annual funding will increase to $600,000, 

shared 50/50 between ratepayers and shareholders. 

 Income-Eligible Weatherization Program – Annual funding will increase to 

$750,000, shared 50/50 between ratepayers and shareholders. 



2 
 

 Rehousing Program – Annual funding will remain at $250,000, shared 50/50 

between ratepayers and shareholders. A summary of Program administration, 

reporting and evaluation will be provided via EFIS (non-case filing, subtype – Low-

Income Bill Payment Programs Report) at the conclusion of each year of the 

Program.  

3. Accept proposed tariff revisions for rehousing and ERP programs that create more 

flexibility in program administration. Those redlined tariffs are attached to this stipulation. 

4. The Signatories agree to remove the Third Party Energy Burden tool development 

request and reallocate the $150,000 to ERP. 

5. The Signatories agree that Staff’s revenue requirement filed with the true-up 

rebuttal testimony should be increased by $313,056 to reflect fifty percent of the increased dollars 

identified above for the programs listed in this stipulation and agreement. 

Green Button Connect 

6. The Company shall implement Green Button Connect My Data ("GBC") no later 

than December 31, 2028.  The Company's GBC solution will a. comply with all Green Button 

standards.; b. be available to all customer classes; c. implement customer authorization that shall 

be convenient and secure following Green Button Connect best practices; and d. include annual 

certification by the Green Button Alliance.  The Signatories agree that EMM may defer the set-up, 

implementation, and licensing costs for consideration in its next general rate case.  

Battery Storage Programs 

7. No pilots to be implemented as part of this proceeding. The Signatories agree to 

convene a stakeholder meeting on or before the fourth quarter of 2027 to discuss the potential 
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development of a battery storage program. Evergy agrees to produce information on the following 

items prior to the stakeholder meeting, for discussion. 

i. Results of customer engagement surveys (all classes) on interest in 

participation in a battery partnership program. 

ii. A list of worst performing circuits 

iii. A list of circuits/areas Evergy has internally noted as prone to outages, 

including weather related outages 

iv. A list of circuits/areas that have experienced transformer overloading or 

failure 

v. A list of circuits/areas experiencing growth or planned development 

vi. A list of circuits/areas that will require grid hardening or expanded 

transmission infrastructure investment but are not currently scheduled for 

improvements. 

Low Income-Eligible Solar Subscription Pilot 

8. The Signatories agree the Company should continue operating its existing Income-

Eligible Solar Subscription Pilot under its approved terms, completing the evaluations as expected. 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES FROM THE JOINT LIST OF ISSUES, ORDER OF 
OPENING STATEMENTS, ORDER OF CROSS-EXAMINATION, AND ORDER OF 

ISSUES AND WITNESSES FILED SEPTEMBER 24TH ARE RESOLVED BETWEEN 
THE SIGNATORIES.  ANY SUB-ISSUES NOT EXPLICITY ON THIS LIST ARE 

RESERVED FOR HEARING 

16. Income-Eligible Programs   

A. What level of Critical Medical Needs and Rehousing Programs expense should be 
included in the revenue requirement?  

B. What level of economic relief pilot program (“ERPP”) expense should be included in the 
revenue requirement? 
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C. Should the pilot designation be removed from EMM’s ERPP tariff? 

D. Should EMM be required to provide a summary of the Rehousing Program 
administration, reporting, and evaluation by email to Staff and the Office of the Public 
Counsel at the conclusion of each year of the Program as described in its currently 
approved tariff? 

E. Should the Commission approve the creation of a low-income rate or assistance program 
that waives EMM’s customer charge for qualifying customers in this case, or should such 
a program continue to be developed in the Affordability Workshop?  

i. If such a program is approved, should late fees be waived for qualifying 
customers? 

ii. If such program is approved, how should the waived revenues be recovered?  

F. Should EMM be required to file quarterly Rehousing Program reports in EFIS in addition 
to the existing year-end report? 

G. What changes, if any, should be made to the ERPP tariff to permit broader enrollment or 
to allow unused program funding to be transferred to other income-eligible programs? 

H. What level of Low-Income Weatherization Program expense, if any, should be included 
in the revenue requirement?  

38. Energy Burden Analysis 

A. Should the Commission order a 3rd party energy burden analysis for EMM that 
does not exceed $150K in costs? 

39. Green Button Connect 

A. Should the Commission order EMM to implement Green Button Connect (“GBC”) 
in this rate case? 

B. If the Commission orders EMM to implement GBC, should the Commission order 
the tariff proposed by Renew Missouri related to GBC? 

C. If the Commission orders EMM to implement GBC, should the Commission adopt 
Renew Missouri’s revenue requirement recommendation? 

D. If the Commission orders EMM to implement GBC, should Renew Missouri’s 
recommended revenue requirement for studying a regional data hub be ordered by the 
Commission? 

40. Customer Battery Programs 

A. Should the Commission order the adoption of Renew Missouri’s proposed battery 
programs? 
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41. Income-Eligible Solar Program 

A. Should the Commission order the adoption of Renew Missouri’s proposed 
evaluation and expansion of the Income-Eligible solar program? 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9. This Agreement is being entered into solely for the purpose of settling the issues 

in this case explicitly set forth above and represents a settlement on a mutually agreeable outcome 

without resolution of specific issues of law or fact. Unless otherwise explicitly provided herein, 

none of the Signatories to this Agreement shall be deemed to have approved or acquiesced in any 

ratemaking or procedural principle, including, without limitation, any cost-of-service 

methodology or determination, depreciation principle or method, method of cost determination or 

cost allocation or revenue-related methodology. Except as explicitly provided herein, none of 

the Signatories shall be prejudiced or bound in any manner by the terms of this Agreement in 

these or any other proceeding, regardless of whether this Agreement is approved. 

10. This Agreement is a negotiated settlement. Except as specified herein, the 

Signatories to this Agreement shall not be prejudiced, bound by, or in any way affected by the 

terms of this Agreement: (a) in any future proceeding; (b) in any proceeding currently pending 

under a separate docket; and/or (c) in these proceedings should the Commission decide not to 

approve this Agreement, or in any way condition its approval of same. 

11. This Agreement has resulted from extensive negotiations among the Signatories, 

and the terms hereof are interdependent. If the Commission does not approve this Agreement 

unconditionally and without modification, then this Agreement shall be void and no Signatory 

shall be bound by any of the agreements or provisions hereof. 
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12. This Agreement embodies the entirety of the agreements between the Signatories 

in this case on the issues addressed herein and may be modified by the Signatories only by a written 

amendment executed by all of the Signatories. 

13. If approved and adopted by the Commission, this Agreement shall constitute a 

binding agreement among the Signatories. The Signatories shall cooperate in defending the 

validity and enforceability of this Agreement and the operation of this Agreement according to 

its terms. 

14. If the Commission does not approve this Agreement without condition or 

modification, and notwithstanding the provision herein that it shall become void, (1) neither this 

Agreement nor any matters associated with its consideration by the Commission shall be 

considered or argued to be a waiver of the rights that any Signatory has for a decision in accordance 

with RSMo. §536.080 or Article V, Section 18 of the Missouri Constitution, and (2) the 

Signatories shall retain all procedural and due process rights as fully as though this Agreement had 

not been presented for approval, and any suggestions, memoranda, testimony, or exhibits that have 

been offered or received in support of this Agreement shall become privileged as reflecting the 

substantive content of settlement discussions and shall be stricken from and not be considered as 

part of the administrative or evidentiary record before the Commission for any purpose 

whatsoever. 

15. If the Commission accepts the specific terms of this Agreement without condition 

or modification, only as to the issues in this case that are settled by this Agreement explicitly set 

forth above, the Signatories each waive their respective rights to present oral argument and written 

briefs pursuant to RSMo. §536.080.1, their respective rights to the reading of the transcript by the 

Commission pursuant to §536.080.2, their respective rights to seek rehearing pursuant to §536.500, 
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and their respective rights to judicial review pursuant to §386.510. These waivers apply only 

to a Commission order approving this Agreement without condition or modification issued in these 

proceedings and only to the issues that are resolved hereby. They do not apply to any matters 

raised in any prior or subsequent Commission proceeding nor any matters not explicitly addressed 

by this Agreement. 

16. This Stipulation does not constitute a contract with the Commission and is not 

intended to impinge upon any Commission claim, right, or argument by virtue of the Stipulation’s 

approval. Acceptance of this Stipulation by the Commission shall not be deemed as constituting 

an agreement on the part of the Commission to forego the use of any discovery, investigative or 

other power which the Commission presently has or as an acquiescence of any underlying issue. 

Thus, nothing in this Stipulation is intended to impinge or restrict in any manner the exercise by 

the Commission of any statutory right, including the right to access information, or any statutory 

obligation. 

17. The following parties have indicated that they do not oppose this Agreement: 

 Google LLC; 

 Midwest Energy Consumers Group; and 

 Velvet Tech Services LLC. 

18. The Office of the Public Counsel (“OPC”) does not object to the Agreement other 

than it does object to the non-enactment of a customer charge waiver program and will preserve 

that issue for hearing; specifically identified as issue no. 16.E. in the Amended Joint List and Order 

of Issues and Witnesses, and Order of Cross Examination, p. 6). 
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WHEREFORE, the undersigned Signatories respectfully request the Commission to 

issue an order approving the Agreement subject to the specific terms and conditions contained 

therein. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Roger W. Steiner    
Roger W. Steiner, MBN 39586 
Cole Bailey MBN 77628 
Evergy, Inc. 
1200 Main – 17th Floor 
Kansas City, Missouri 64105 
Phone: (816) 556-2314 
roger.steiner@evergy.com  
cole.bailey@evergy.com  

 
Jacqueline M. Whipple, MBN 65270  
D. Michael Robinson, MBN 73482 
Dentons US LLP 
4520 Main Street, Suite 1100 
Kansas City, MO  64111 
Phone: (816) 460-2400 
Fax: (816) 531-7545 
jacqueline.whipple@dentons.com  
michael.robinson@dentons.com  
 
COUNSEL FOR EVERGY MISSOURI 
METRO 
 

/s/ Tracy D. Johnson    
Tracy D. Johnson, MBN 65991 
Deputy Staff Counsel 
Mark Johnson, MBN 64940 
Chief Staff Counsel 
P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO 65012  
(573) 526-5343 (Telephone)  
(573) 751-9285 (Fax)  
nicole.mers@psc.mo.gov 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR THE STAFF OF  
THE MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION 
 
 
/s/ Nicole Mers     
Nicole Mers, Bar No. 66766 
501 Fay Street 
Suite 206 
Columbia, MO 65201 
T:314-308-2729 
nicole@renewmo.org  
 
COUNSEL FOR RENEW MISSOURI 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted 

by facsimile or electronically mailed to all counsel of record this 7th day of October 2026. 

/s/  Roger W. Steiner     
Roger W. Steiner 

 

 

 
















	/s/ Roger W. Steiner   

