Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Aquila, Inc. for a Specific Confirmation or in the Alternative, Issuance of a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity Authorizing it to Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Control, Manage and Maintain a Combustion Turbine Electric Generating Station and Associated Electric Transmission Substations in Unincorporated Areas of Cass County, Missouri Near the Town of Peculiar. 
	)))))))))))

	Case No. EA-2005-0248


	
	
	


STAFF'S MOTION FOR COMMISSION ORDER 

DIRECTING AN EARLY PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

COMES NOW the Staff of the Commission and in support of its request for an early pre-hearing conference in this case states:

1.
On January 28, 2005, Aquila, Inc. filed its application for a site-specific certificate of convenience and necessity for it to construct a combustion turbine electric generating power station with associated electric transmission substations in Cass County, Missouri.

2.
On February 1, 2005, Aquila filed a Motion for Expedited Treatment and, in a separate pleading a request for Protective Order, which the Commission granted on February 2, 2005.

3.
On February 1, 2005 StopAquila.org filed for intervention.  On February 3, 2005, Cass County, Missouri filed its application for intervention.


4.
On February 3, 2005, Cass County, Missouri filed a Motion to Dismiss Aquila Inc.’s Application. 


5.
On February 4, 2005, Aquila filed its Motion to Establish Procedural Schedule.        


6.
Because Aquila has requested expedited treatment, and has proposed what it describes as an “ambitious” procedural schedule, the Staff recommends that the Commission move forward with some initial procedures during the time the Commission is considering Cass County’s Motion to Dismiss.  


7.
Staff recommends that the Commission establish its deadline for intervention in this case, and schedule an early prehearing conference within a few days after the intervention deadline, so that the parties may discuss the issues to be addressed in this case and recommend a procedural schedule to the Commission.


8. 
Staff suggests that this early pre-hearing conference might be able to be conducted by telephone to save expense and travel time.


WHEREFORE the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission set a deadline for intervention and schedule an early pre-hearing conference within a few days after the intervention deadline so that the parties may recommend a procedural schedule.  
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