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THE COURT: Good norning. This is Judge
Pridgin. Can everyone hear ne?

MR. STACEY:. Yes, Judge.

M5. MARTIN: Yes.

MR O/AEN:. Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Very good. Thank you. Could
-- | apologize for being a little bit late, having a
little technical trouble, but I think we got it squared
away. Could, could people identify thenselves? |'mon
ny phone, and | can't see who's on.

MR. STACEY. Scott Stacey, with Staff
Counsel's O fice, for Paul G aham

THE COURT: Good. M. Stacey, thank you.

MR OAEN: This is Janes Onen. | am here
on behal f of Nicole Mers, representing Renew M ssour
Advocat es.

MR. BAILEY: Ckay. Yeah. Cole Bailey
and Karl|l Zobrist, for the conpany, Your Honor.

THE COURT: | apologize. | was getting a
VWbEx nessage while you spoke. M. Owaen, you're
representing Renew M ssouri today. |Is that correct?

MR. OAEN:. Yes, on behalf of M. Mers,
who is in the Evergy Metro rate case currently.

THE COURT: Very good. Thank you. And

I"msorry. Soneone entered an appearance for the
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conpany?

MR. BAILEY: Yes. Cole Bailey, for the
conpany, and Karl Zobrist is here as well.

THE COURT: Al right. M. Bailey, thank
you. Anyone here on behal f of Public Counsel ?

M5. MARTIN: Anna Martin, with the staff
-- with the Ofice of the Public Counsel ?

THE COURT: Ms. Martin, thank you. Are

we -- have | overl ooked anyone, or are we waiting on
anyone else? Ckay. |'mnot hearing anything, and |I'm
I"'mgoing to be rather brief and let you talk. [If --

I'"'msorry. Anything anybody needs to bring ny -- to ny
attention before we get started? ay. |'mnot hearing
anything. So let's begin.

This is the prehearing conference in case
nunber EA-2026-0343. Good norning. |'mRon Pridgin. |
ama regulatory law judge with the comm ssion. This
prehearing conference is being held by WebEx on Cct ober
7th, 2026. The tinme is roughly 9:05 a.m | would Iike
to get entries of appearance from counsel, please. And
let's begin with staff.

MR. STACEY. Scott Stacey, with Staff
Counsel's O fice or staff.

THE COURT: M. Stacey, thank you. For

t he, the conpany, please.
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MR. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor. Cole
Bail ey and Karl Zobrist, for, for Evergy Metro.

THE COURT: M. Bailey, thank you. On
behal f of the Ofice of the Public Counsel, please.

M5. MARTIN: Yes. This is Anna Martin,
wth the Ofice of the Public Counsel.

THE COURT: Ms. Martin, thank you. On
behal f of Renew M ssouri, please.

MR. ONEN. Good norning. Janes Oaen, on
behal f of Renew M ssouri Advocates. | believe N cole
Mers is our attorney of record. But | amalso an
attorney for the organization, so |I'm nmaki ng that
appear ance today.

THE COURT: Al right. M. Owen, thank
you. Have | overl ooked anyone? Gkay. |I'mgoing to |et
the parties talk here in just a nonent. And | believe
the conpany has already filed a proposed procedural
schedule, and so | would sinply ask if, if, unless you
have any objections, to file a pleading roughly in the
next week or so.

And it could be sonething as sinple as
confirmng the sanme schedule or, or comng up with a
di fferent schedule, just, just sone sort of idea of
where you want the case to go. And if | recal

correctly, that schedul e contenplated a potentia
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Novenber 16th | ocal public hearing, and | believe we are
working on trying to secure a location for that dates.

But, so obviously, if the parties want
sonething different, please file a pleading letting ne
know as soon as you can. But | think other than that --
| think that's all | have. Does anyone have any
questions or anything they need to bring to ny
attention?

MR. STACEY: Yes, Judge. This is Scott
Stacey for staff. It looks Iike there's two -- there's
two procedural schedules that Evergy's and staff's --
t hey sonewhat mrror each other, but there's -- sone of
the dates are not the sane. And we ask that we have
till October 20 to submt a joint procedural schedul e,
if that is possible.

THE COURT: GCkay. M. Stacey, thank you.
Any, any responses or any objections to staff's
requests?

MR DORITY: W'd, we'd, we'd like to be
abl e to have (indiscernible).

THE COURT: Yes.

M5. MARTIN. Hi, Judge. This is the Anna
Martin, Ofice of the Public Counsel. The one concern
have is if we only have one public hearing and it's

November 16th, and then we, like -- | know that there's
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often an issue with the ability to get notice out for
those -- for those local public hearings. | again do --
| nmean, |, | say again.

| do believe that we should have
mul tiple, given the anpbunt of interest in this case. |
think that it would be a m stake to just have one single
| ocal public hearing. But again, nmy one concern is the
ability to give the conpany adequate notice if -- or
adequate tine to provide notice, if we wait until
Oct ober 20th. If that's not a concern for the conpany,
that's fine.

MR. BAILEY: You're right. Anna, you're
right. W got -- we need direction fromthe conm ssi on
by Cct ober 15th.

THE COURT: GCkay. Wuld, would Cctober
15th -- well, again, | think the comm ssion's trying to
secure a location for Novenber 16th, and | -- and | hear
Publ i c Counsel's concern about perhaps having nore than
one |local public hearing. Wuld staff be able to file
sonet hing earlier than Cctober 20th?

MR, STACEY: That is possible, Judge.
This is Scott Stacey.

THE COURT: Ckay.

M5. MARTIN:. And I, | do apol ogi ze,
Scott. | knowit's kind of hanstringing you guys. |
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just worry about |ocal public hearings. And given that
we have 422 comments so far, and we had 18 people that |
counted try -- well, and renew, so that's 19, you know,
file to intervene in this case.

| do think that the ampbunt of interest is
hi gh enough that that is going to be a very inportant
situation. W could also -- | don't know, Judge, if you
woul d be okay with possibly just determ ning |ocal
public hearings sooner and then, for the rest of the

procedural schedule, do the 20th. No?

THE COURT: Excuse ne. |, I, | would be
fine with that. I'd like -- 1'd like to hear from
parti es.

MR. BAILEY: Yeah. Hey, this is Cole
Bail ey for the conpany. You -- we would disagree with

that. We're hoping we'd spend, you know, the next, you
know, maybe hour and then couple days wth the parties
figuring out an agreed-upon schedul e and not ask
sonet hing of you on the spot right now, Judge, but we
want -- we want a schedul e order altogether. W don't
want to pieceneal different dates at different tines.
THE COURT: Gkay. Wiy don't -- why don't
we do this? | nean, | normally ask parties to file
sonething in, in roughly a week, which would put sone

sort of pleading due Cctober 14th. And so ny thought is
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to sinply see what you cone up with by COctober 14th and,
and go fromthere. Does anyone have any concerns wth
t hat ?

MR, STACEY: That's fine with ne, Judge.
This is Scott Stacey for staff.

THE COURT: Al right. M. Stacey, thank
you. No? |I'm I|'mnot hearing any objections. So |
wi |l expect sonme sort of pleading fromthe parties no
| ater than Cctober 14th. Cbviously, if you can do it
sooner, that woul d be great.

Anything el se fromthe parties or
anything else | can do for you? Any questions? Ckay.
"' mnot hearing anything. | wll expect sone sort of
pl eadi ng by October 14th, and I'mgoing to junp off the
VebEX.

| hope that technol ogy doesn't fail
again, and | hope you can continue to get on the WbEXx
and, and tal k. But anyway, |, | appreciate your
attendance by WebEx and wi sh everyone a good day. We'||
| ook forward to hearing fromyou by the 14th. Thank

you.
MR. STACEY. Thank you, Judge.
MR. ONEN. Thank you, Judge.
M5. MARTIN. Thank you, Judge.
(End of audio recording.)
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record as reported by ne, a disinterested person.
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interested in the outcone of said action, nor connected
with, nor related to any of the parties in said action,

nor to their respective counsel.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set

ny hand this 15th day of October, 2026.
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