Notice of Ex Parte Contact

TO: Records Department:
Al Parties in Case No. EQ-2002-351
All Commissioners

FROM; Chairman Kelvin Simmons w}

Commissioner Connie Murra
Commissioner Sheila Lumpe &
Commissioner Steve Gaw W/»
Commissioner Bryan Forbis m/

DATE: December 12, 2002

Between December 6 and December 12, 2002, we received the attached letters from Joe Platt,
Herbert and Jeanette Kramer, Betty Thoenen, Edward and Patricia Redel, Leo and Bernadine Brandt,
and Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Baker. The Commission is currently considering the issues discussed in this
document in Case No. EO-2002-351. EO-2002-351 is a contested case. The Commission is bound
by the same ex parte rule as a court of law.

Although communications from members of the public and members of the legislature are always
welcome, those communications must be made known to all parties to a contested case so that those
parties have the opportunity to respond. According to the Commission’s rules (4 CSR 240-4), when a
communication (either oral or written) occurs outside the hearing process, any member of the
Commission or Regulatory Law Judge who received the communication shall prepare a written report
concerning the communication and submit it each member of the Commission and the parties to the
case. The report shall identify the person(s) who participated in the ex parfe communication, the
circumstances which resulted in the communication, the substance of the communication, and the
relationship of the communication to a particular matter at issue before the Commission.

Therefore, we submit this report pursuant to the rules cited above. This will ensure that any party to
this case will have notice of the attached information and a full and fair opportunity to respond to the
comments contained therein,

cc: Executive Director
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
General Counsel




Dear Members,

I'm sure all of you have and continue to analyze the facts surrounding the Ameren UE
application for a certificate of necessity and convenience. But I’d like you all to take a moment
to consider the personal ramifications this new construction will have on us, the property owners
along the Callaway-Franks line.

There are plenty of personal consequences we all will face if this line is allowed to proceed, the
biggest of which is the destruction or removal of several structures. Of course, the worst of this
will be homes, but several barns and other farming structures, including a business turkey barm
will be included.

How many of you are homeowners? Most, if not all of you I would presume. Let me ask you,
how would you feel if some giant corporation came in one day and told you to get out? How
would you feel if the only place your children have ever known was suddenly in danger of being
bulldozed, all in the name of progress? Would you fight it or just roll over and let them take it?
And we’re talking about any large corporation. What if Wal-Mart wanted to build a new
supercenter in the empty lot next to your home? It wouldn’t happen, because any place Wal-
Mart would want to set up would be governed by zoning regulations. But if it did happen, what
would you do? Would you say, oh well, they aren’t forcing me to move and I’ll lose only part of
the access to my own lot? Would you want to live there and put up with the constant noise and
throngs of customers? No. You would either fight it or walk away. There would be no middle
ground. And while it shouldn’t happen, what if Wal-Mart convinced the Legislature 10 make a
law excepting department stores from local zoning regulations? Well, if that happened, it would
be abused. And who would they answer to? No one.

Ameren UE is no different. Because of laws that are as antiquated as the Model T, utility
companies are allowed the same blanket carte blanche to do what they want. Their bean
counters figure out how much less it will cost to force the issue and not one consideration is
given to what happens along the way.

What are we supposed to do? The American dream is to build a bome and raise your family. I
understand that progress for the improvement of society is not to be taken lightly but in this case,
our society, the people who live in Osage, Maries and Pulaski counties, do not stand to benefit
from this line. The only thing that will come from this is a destruction of our peace and way of
life. It’s not a good position to be in. And I hope that if your personal homes, your families or
your livelihood were being taken away, you would want something done about it.

As a member of the Concerned Citizens for Farms and Family Heritage, I urge you to deny UE’s
application for the certificate. They’re the only ones who stand to gain while all the little guys
lose everything.

Don’t go on record as being against the very public you’re supposed to help.




Make Ameren UE explain why this line is really so important. Make them explain why it’s okay
to flush people out of their homes and disrupt their way of life to make a few dollars.

Missouri is the Show-Me State. Make Ameren UE show you.

Please give us the respect that Ameren will not. Deny this application and help Missourians hold
the big corporations in check.

Sincerely, ~Fg L )0 LATT
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Dear Members:

Whatever happened to a smile and a handshake when it came to making deals? Cash on the
barrelhead is another euphemism most of us grew up with. In fact, many of us facing the
prospect of a 345-kv line running through our property are second and third generation folks,
whose fathers and grandfathers believed they were dealing with that sort of straight-forward
honesty.

It turns out they weren’t, only we’re the ones expected to pay for it. What Central Electric Co-op
did to us is unconscionable, reprehensive and in my opinion, a crime. They talked about
progress and the need to electrify rural Missouri. Our ancestors went along with this, for the
most part, in the spirit of helping out. Their land was not given high value, certainly not what it
is today. And the pittance given for right-of-way easements, even if invested, wouldn’t have
covered the taxes on the easement that we still pay. That doesn’t seem fair by any stretch of the
imagination: they get the right to come onto my land any time they feel like it, do whatever they
want, without consequence, and I get to pay for that privilege?

How would you feel if you made a deal with someone who gave away all you had agreed to,
without even as much as a phone call? That’s what Central did. They gave away our land to a
fellow utility company and left us to dry in the wind. What makes it worse is they dishonored
our fathers and grandfathers, many of whom are dead and don’t even know they’ve been
slighted. How would you feel if a deal you made was handled in this manner with your kids or
grandkids? I’m sure you envision success for yourself and a solid foundation for your future
generations. Wouldn’t it seem wrong to you if that were ripped apart in 30 or 40 years?
Wouldn’t it be monstrous to buy a car for your child only to have the dealer say, sorry, we’ve
given the tire manufacturer the right to take the tires off any time they want?

Ameren loves to say they understand our predicament and they’re doing every thing possible to
“minimize the impact” of this proposed line. If that were true, they would understand that
forcing a family from its home is not minimizing the impact. Would it make a difference to
them if everyone on the corridor had to have their house razed? Maybe, but if there are alternate
routes, UE should consider them. That is the only way to minimize the impact of this line.
There are other routes; the problem is the cost would be more. I heard a radio ad the other day
that said UE Customers were paying the same rate today they paid 20 years ago. And that UE
was doing everything it could to kept rates reasonable. Well, because of this proposed line,
we're in double trouble. The reason is we have to suffer the indignity of losing our way of life
and we don’t benefit from a reduction in rates because we’re not UE customers. If this new line
is progress and it’s designed to benefit all of us, where does our benefit come in?

What UE wants to do is increase its bottom line by building a line that improves its transmission
capability to customers not even in this state. How does that benefit Missourians?

You may look at the so-called facts of this case and decide maybe UE has a point. But at what

cost? And what is at stake here is not simply a matter of a few structures tossed aside like junk.
It’s not just a matter of stripping our dignity in search of the almighty dollar. This is about
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Ameren UE lining its pockets and snubbing its nose at all of us. Because they believe they don’t
have to answer to anyone.

On behalf of the Concerned Citizens for Farms and Family Heritage, please deny their
application and make UE think twice about who they have to answer to.

Sincerely,
Mol Jrorer
] %‘do/}?@&u
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Dear Members: 547144:/ M

I am writing to urge you to decline Ameren UE’s application for a certificate of necessity and
convenience. There are a lot of reasons that UE will say warrant the construction of thetr
proposed line from Callaway county to the Franks substation. They’ve told you how their
studies have shown it to be the best corridor and that it would be foolish to use any other
corridor. But [ want you to consider the idea that they’re trying to pull the wool over your eyes.
Qur attorney has presented contradictory evidence which rebuts their position, including the real
reason UE wants this line. They want it so they can ship more power to neighboring states.
They say the grid has to function property and that they have an obligation to do their part. Well,
if other states that belong to the grid are going to benefit, whey aren’t they chipping in for the
cost of this line? Because UE is the only one that stands to gain from this.

They would have you believe this corridor is perfect, but they didn’t just stumble over it by
accident. Their buddies at Central Electric Co-op assigned it to them as part of their contribution
to the project. Again, if it was so important, why couldn’t they chip in some money? It seems to
me their collective pockets are deep enough to handle a new line anywhere. But they chose this
one. Any why? Because it was the easiest way to make money. There are other alternate routes
but they were dismissed as being non-productive. Translation: Their piece of the pie wouldn’t
be as big. So UE would rather toss people from their homes and threaten the livelihood of many
farmers, just to turn a buck. )

Your responsibility is to the public of Missouri, all of the public. As PSC members, you're here
to make sure the utility companies act in the best interest of all Missourians. UE has not proven
this new line is necessary; they say there are problems due to overloading, but they haven’t and
can’t prove a consistent problem. They have said the power problems with overloading are
caused by the increased demand for transmission to other states. It seems to me that the problem
and their solution benefit the public of other states, not Missourt.

They would have you believe the impact on those of us in the path of this proposed line is
minimal. Yet not one of their representatives said they would want a big line running across
their yard. If they wouldn’t want 1t, how could they possibly feel right about imposing it on us?
They wouldn’t want their family to have to move from the only home they’ve every known;
would you? Would you want to take a chance on the health risks associated with high-voltage
power lines? Would you feel 100% secure in letting your children play under these lines? Or
how about your family pets? '

The existing lines have been there for a long time and we have accepted them. But those are
161-kv lines, half the size of the proposed lines. Why can’t UE put a second 161-kv line in with
the existing line? Money.

Where does it end? All UE has to do is pick a corridor, conduct some back-room meetings and
plunge ahead, without a care in the world for who they step on or displace. That’s not right.
America is the land of opportunity for all of us, not just the utility companies.




+ In order to proceed, UE must prove it’s necessary for the good of the customers in Missouri.
They can’t do that and look you in the eye when they say it. Please stand up for the Concerned
Citizens for Farms and Family Heritage by denying their application.

Sincerely,
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In order to proceed, UE must prove it’s necessary for the good of the customers in Missouri.
They can’t do that and look you in the eye when they say it. Please stand up for the Concerned
Citizens for Farms and Family Heritage by denying their application.

Smcerely, -
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Dear Members,

I’m sure all of you have and continue to analyze the facts surrounding the Ameren UE
application for a certificate of necessity and convenience. But I’d like you all to take a moment
to consider the personal ramifications this new construction will have on us, the property owners
along the Callaway-Franks line.

There are plenty of personal consequences we all will face if this line is allowed to proceed, the
biggest of which is the destruction or removal of several structures. Of course, the worst of this
will be homes, but several barns and other farming structures, including a business turkey barn
will be included.

How many of you are homeowners? Most, if not all of you I would presume. Let me ask you,
how would you feel if some giant corporation came in one day and told you to get out? How
would you feel if the only place your children have ever known was suddenly in danger of being
bulldozed, all in the name of progress? Would you fight it or just roll over and let them take it?
And we’re talking about any large corporation. What if Wal-Mart wanted to build a new
supercenter in the empty lot next to your home? It wouldn’t happen, because any place Wal-
Mart would want to set up would be governed by zoning regulations. But if it did happen, what
would you do? Would you say, oh well, they aren’t forcing me to move and I'll lose only part of
the access to my own lot? Would you want to live there and put up with the constant noise and
throngs of customers? No. You would either fight it or walk away. There would be no middle
ground. And while it shouldn’t happen, what if Wal-Mart convinced the Legislature to make a
law excepting department stores from local zoning regulations? Well, if that happened, it would
be abused. And who would they answer to? No one.

Ameren UE is no different. Because of laws that are as antiquated as the Model T, utility
companies are allowed the same blanket carte blanche to do what they want. Their bean
counters figure out how much less it will cost to force the issue and not one consideration is
given to what happens along the way.

What are we supposed to do? The American dream is to build a home and raise your family. I
understand that progress for the improvement of society is not to be taken lightly but in this case,
our society, the people who live in Osage, Maries and Pulaski counties, do not stand to benefit
from this line. The only thing that will come from this is a destruction of our peace and way of
life. It’s not a good position to be in. And I hope that if your personal homes, your families or
your livelihood were being taken away, you would want something done about it.

As a member of the Concemed Citizens for Farms and Family Heritage, I urge you to deny UE’s
application for the certificate. They’re the only ones who stand to gain while all the little guys
lose everything.

Don’t go on record as being against the very public you’re supposed to help.
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Make Ameren UE explain why this line is really so important. Make them explain why it’s okay
to flush people out of their homes and disrupt their way of life to make a few dollars.

Missouri is the Show-Me State. Make Ameren UE show you.

Please give us the respect that Ameren will not. Deny this application and help Missourians hold
the big corporations in check.

Sincerely,

bowand N 0ads
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Dear Members:

I am writing to urge you to decline Ameren UE’s application for a certificate of necessity and
convenience. There are a lot of reasons that UE will say warrant the construction of their
proposed line from Callaway county to the Franks substation. They’ve told you how their
studies have shown it to be the best corridor and that it would be foolish to use any other
corridor. But I want you to consider the idea that they’re trying to pull the wool over your eyes.
Qur attorney has presented contradictory evidence which rebuts their position, including the real
reason UE wants this line. They want it so they can ship more power to neighboring states.
They say the grid has to function property and that they have an obligation to do their part. Well,
if other states that belong to the grid are going to benefit, whey aren’t they chipping in for the
cost of this line? Because UE is the only one that stands to gain from this.

They would have you believe this corridor is perfect, but they didn’t just stumble over it by
accident. Their buddies at Central Electric Co-op assigned it to them as part of their contribution
to the project. Again, if it was so important, why couldn’t they chip in some money? It seems to
me their collective pockets are deep enough to handle a new line anywhere. But they chose this
one. Any why? Because it was the easiest way to make money. There are other alternate routes
but they were dismissed as being non-productive. Translation: Their piece of the pie wouldn’t
be as big. So UE would rather toss people from their homes and threaten the livelihood of many
farmers, just to turn a buck.

Your responsibility is to the public of Missouri, all of the public. As PSC members, you’'re here
to make sure the utility companies act in the best interest of all Missourians. UE has not proven
this new line is necessary; they say there are problems due to overloading, but they haven’t and
can’t prove a consistent problem. They have said the power problems with overloading are
caused by the increased demand for transmission to other states. It seems to me that the problem
and their solution benefit the public of other states, not Missouri.

They would have you believe the impact on those of us in the path of this proposed line is
minimal. Yet not one of their representatives said they would want a big line running across
their yard. If they wouldn’t want it, how could they possibly feel right about imposing it on us?
They wouldn’t want their family to have to move from the only home they’ve every known;
would you? Would you want to take a chance on the health risks associated with high-voltage
power lines? Would you feel 100% secure in letting your children play under these lines? Or
how about your family pets? '

The existing lines have been there for a long time and we have accepted them. But those are
161-kv lines, half the size of the proposed lines. Why can’t UE put a second 161-kv line in with
the existing line? Money.

Where does it end? All UE has to do is pick a corridor, conduct some back-room meetings and
plunge ahead, without a care in the world for who they step on or displace. That’s not right.
America is the land of opportunity for all of us, not just the utility companies.




In order to proceed, UE must prove it’s necessary for the good of the customers in Missouri.

They can’t do that and look you in the eye when they say it. Please stand up for the Concemed
Citizens for Farms and Family Heritage by denying their application.

Sincerely,
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Dear Members,

I’m sure all of you have and continue to analyze the facts surrounding the Ameren UE
application for a certificate of necessity and convenience. But I’d like you all to take a moment
to consider the personal ramifications this new construction will have on us, the property owners
along the Callaway-Franks line.

There are plenty of personal consequences we all will face if this line is allowed to proceed, the
biggest of which is the destruction or removal of several structures. Of course, the worst of this
will be homes, but several barns and other farming structures, including a business turkey barn
will be included. ‘

How many of you are homeowners? Most, if not all of you I would presume. Let me ask you,
how would you feel if some giant corporation came in one day and told you to get out? How
would you feel if the only place your children have ever known was suddenly in danger of being
bulldozed, all in the name of progress? Would you fight it or just roll over and let them take 1t?
And we’re talking about any large corporation. What if Wal-Mart wanted to build a new
supercenter in the empty lot next to your home? It wouldn’t happen, because any place Wal-
Mart would want to set up would be governed by zoning regulations. But if it did happen, what
would you do? Would you say, oh well, they aren’t forcing me to move and I'll lose only part of
the access to my own lot? Would you want to live there and put up with the constant noise and
throngs of customers? No. You would cither fight it or walk away. There would be no middle
ground. And while it shouldn’t happen, what if Wal-Mart convinced the Legislature to make a
law excepting department stores from local zoning regulations? Well, if that happened, it would
be abused. And who would they answer to? No one.

Ameren UE is no different. Because of laws that are as antiquated as the Model T, utility
companies are allowed the same blanket carte blanche to do what they want. Their bean
counters figure out how much less it will cost to force the 1ssue and not one consideration is
given to what happens along the way.

What are we supposed to do? The American dream 1s to build a home and raise your family. 1
understand that progress for the improvement of society is not to be taken lightly but in this case,
our society, the people who live in Osage, Maries and Pulaski counties, do not stand to benefit
from this line. The only thing that will come from this is a destruction of our peace and way of
life. It’s not a good position to be in. And I hope that if your personal homes, your families or
your livelihood were being taken away, you would want something done about it.

As a member of the Concerned Citizens for Farms and Family Heritage, I urge you to deny UE’s
application for the certificate. They’re the only ones who stand to gain while all the little guys
lose everything.

Don’t go on record as being against the very public you’re supposed to help.
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Make Ameren UE explain why this line is really so important. Make them explain why it’s okay
to flush people out of their homes and disrupt their way of life to make a few dollars.

Missouri is the Show-Me State. Make Ameren UE show you.

Please give us the respect that Ameren will not. Deny this application and help Missourians hold
the big corporations in check.

Sincerely,

mmw-WM
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