     STATE OF MISSOURI

        PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 21st day of August, 2003.

In the Matter of the Application of Missouri Gas 
)

Energy, a Division of Southern Union Company, 
)


for a Certificate of Public Convenience and  
)

Necessity, Authorizing It to Construct, Install,  
)

Own, Operate, Control, Manage, and Maintain a
)
Case No. GA-2003-0492
Natural Gas Distribution System to Provide Gas
)

Service in Greene County, Missouri, as an 
)

Expansion of Its Existing Certificated Area 
)

ORDER APPROVING STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT 

This order approves a stipulation and agreement regarding the application of Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, for a certificate of convenience and necessity to construct and operate a natural gas supply line in Greene County, Missouri.  

On May 15, 2003, Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company (MGE), filed an application asking the Commission for a certificate of convenience and necessity to construct and operate a natural gas supply line in a portion of Greene County, Missouri.  MGE indicated that the proposed natural gas supply line is needed to continue to provide an adequate supply of natural gas to MGE’s customers in the Ozark-Nixa area of Christian County.  

On June 2, the Commission ordered that notice of MGE’s application be given to the County Commission of Greene County, to the members of the General Assembly who represent MGE’s service area, and to the newspapers that serve the counties in MGE’s service area.  The Commission also established an intervention deadline of June 22.  

The City of Springfield, through its Board of Public Utilities (City Utilities), filed an application to intervene on June 20.  There were no other requests to intervene.  On July 9, the Commission approved City Utilities’ request to intervene.  

On July 31, the parties filed a unanimous stipulation and agreement that purports to resolve all contested issues.  A copy of the stipulation and agreement is attached to this order.  The stipulation and agreement indicates that the parties agree that the Commission should grant MGE a transmission line certificate to construct and operate the proposed natural gas distribution line.  The Staff of the Commission filed suggestions in support of the stipulation and agreement on August 15. 

The stipulation and agreement, as well as Staff’s suggestions in support, indicate that MGE’s application requested an area certificate rather than just a transmission line certificate.  An area certificate would permit MGE to serve new customers in the certificated area from the new transmission line.  City Utilities objected to the issuance of such an area certificate because it already provides natural gas service to the area for which MGE seeks a certificate and is capable of serving any new customers in the area.  City Utilities does not, however, object to the issuance of a line certificate that would permit MGE to build a transmission line from the interstate pipeline to its existing service area in Christian County.  The stipulation and agreement provides that MGE would not be permitted to provide natural gas service to the affected section of Greene County without additional Commission approval.   

Contingent upon the Commission’s acceptance of the stipulation and agreement, the parties to that agreement waive their rights to call, examine, and cross‑examine witnesses; to present oral argument or briefs; to have the transcript read by the Commission; to rehearing; and to judicial review.  Section 536.060, RSMo 2000, gives the Commission the authority to accept a stipulation and agreement offered by the parties as a resolution of the issues raised in this case.

After reviewing the unanimous stipulation and agreement and Staff’s suggestions in support, the Commission finds that the stipulation and agreement filed on July 31 should be approved.  
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement filed on July 31, 2003, is approved, and the signatory parties are ordered to comply with its terms.   

2. That Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, is granted a certificate of convenience and necessity to construct, install, own, operate, control, manage, and maintain a natural gas line in a portion of Section 29, Township 28 North, Range 21 West, in Greene County, Missouri, described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the Southern section line of said section 50 feet East of the Southwest corner of said section, proceeding East along the Southern section line of said section for a distance of 50 feet; thence North to an intersection with the current location of Southern Star Central’s pipeline, thence West a distance of 50 feet, thence South to the point of beginning.

3. That the natural gas supply line to be constructed in accordance with the line certificate authorized by this order shall only connect to Missouri Gas Energy’s existing gas system and that no other lines may be connected to that supply line unless authorized by the Commission in a future proceeding.

4. That Southern Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy shall file tariff sheets describing the route of the supply line to be constructed in accordance with the certificate of convenience and necessity authorized by this order.  

5. That this order shall become effective on August 31, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Clayton, C., absent

Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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