
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Tariff Revisions

)

Respecting the Interim Energy Charge of
)
Case No. ER-2002-1074

The Empire District Electric Company
)
MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT

COME NOW The Empire District Electric Company (“Empire” or “Company”), the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”), the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”) and Praxair, Inc. (“Praxair”) and for their Motion for Expedited Treatment, pursuant to Section 393.140(11), RSMo 2002, 4 CSR 240-2.065(2) and 240-2.080(16), respectfully state as follows to the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”).

1.
On May 14, 2002, the signatories to this motion filed with the Commission a document entitled “Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement Regarding ‘Error’ in Case No. ER-2001-299 and an Immediate Reduction of the Interim Energy Charge” (“the Agreement”).  Said filing was docketed as Case No. ER-2002-1074.


2.
Thereafter, on May 15, 2002, Empire caused to be filed with the Commission P.S.C. Mo. No. 5, Section 4, Original Sheet 21 designed to reduce the Company’s electric rates by approximately $7 million annually through a credit to the existing Commission-authorized Interim Energy Charge (“IEC”).  Said tariff sheet bore a date of issue of May 15, 2002 and a proposed effective date of June 14, 2002.  By this motion, the signatories respectfully request the Commission to give the Agreement and related tariff filing expedited treatment, and to issue its order approving the Agreement at the earliest possible date, said order to become effective ten days thereafter, and to permit the subject tariff sheet to become effective on the effective date of said order in less than thirty days for good cause shown, pursuant to Section 393.140(11), RSMo 2000 and 4 CSR 240-2.065(2).


3.
By approving the Agreement and related tariff as requested, there will be no negative effect on the customers of Empire or the general public.  In fact, Empire’s customers will benefit by the Commission’s approval of the Agreement and related tariff in that the risk to said customers with respect to fuel costs will be lessened and the Company’s electric rates will be reduced by approximately $7 million annually through a credit to the existing IEC.


4.
The Agreement was filed with the Commission late in the afternoon of May 14, 2002, and this motion is being filed with the Commission at the earliest opportunity.

WHEREFORE, the undersigned respectfully request that the Commission give this matter expedited treatment and approve the Agreement and related tariff at its earliest convenience, all as requested herein.

Respectfully submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE

General Counsel

	/s/ Dennis L. Frey__________________

Dennis L. Frey, Mo. Bar No. 44697

Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO  65102

(573) 751-8700

(573) 751-9285 (fax)

e-mail: dfrey03@mail.state.mo.us

Attorney for the Staff of the

Missouri Public Service Commission
	
	/s/ James C. Swearengen_____________

James C. Swearengen, Mo. Bar No. 21510

Gary W. Duffy, Mo. Bar No. 24905

Brydon, Swearengen & England P.C.

P.O. Box 456

312 E. Capitol Avenue 

Jefferson City, MO  65102-0456

(573) 635-7166

(573) 635-3847 (fax)

e-mail: Duffy@Brydonlaw.com

Attorneys for The Empire District Electric Company

	/s/ John B. Coffman________________

John B. Coffman, Mo. Bar No. 36591

Office of the Public Counsel

P.O. Box 7800

Jefferson City, MO  65102-7800

(573) 751-5565

(573) 751-5562 (fax)

e-mail: jcoffman@mail.state.mo.us

Attorney for the

Office of the Public Counsel

	
	/s/ Stuart W. Conrad_______________

Stuart W. Conrad, Mo. Bar No. 23966

Finnegan, Conrad & Peterson, L.C.

3100 Broadway, Suite 1209

Kansas City, MO 64111

(816) 753-1122

(816) 756-0373 (fax)

stucon@fcplaw.com

Attorney for Praxair, Inc.


Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed or hand-delivered to all counsel of record this 16th day of May 2002.

/s/ Dennis L. Frey____________________
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