Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company of Joplin, Missouri for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing Rates for Electric Service Provided to Customers in the Missouri Service Area of the Company
	))))))
	Case No. ER-2002-424

File No. JE-2003-1118

	
	
	


STAFF RECOMMENDATION


COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), and for its Recommendation in the above-styled case, respectfully states as follows:

1.
On October 28, 2002, the parties filed their Unanimous Stipulation And Agreement (“Agreement”) in settlement of all issues in this case.  The Staff filed suggestions in support of the Agreement on October 31, 2002. 

2.
In its Report And Order, issued on November 14, 2002, the Commission, among other things, approved the Agreement, rejected the tariff sheets initially filed in this case (March 8, 2002), and ordered The Empire District Electric Company (“Empire” or “Company”) to file as soon as practicable, but preferably no later than 12:00 p.m. on November 18, 2002, proposed tariff sheets in compliance with the Agreement.  The Commission further ordered the Staff to file its memorandum and recommendation regarding the proposed tariff sheets within one business day after Empire files them.  Alternatively, the Commission authorized the Staff to file a status report indicating the date certain that Staff would file its memorandum and recommendation.  

3.
On November 15, 2002, pursuant to the Report And Order, Empire filed its proposed tariff sheets.  Along with the tariff sheet filing, the Company filed its Motion For Expedited Treatment And For Approval Of Tariff Filing On Less Than Thirty Days Notice.  Among other things, the motion requests that the Commission issue an Order approving the proposed tariff sheets and authorizing them to become effective for service rendered on and after December 1, 2002, the date agreed to by the parties to the Agreement.    


4. 
As stated in the attached Memorandum (Appendix A), the Staff has reviewed the Company’s proposed tariff sheets and has determined them to be in compliance with the Agreement.  Further, the Staff believes that the Commission’s finding that the Agreement is just and reasonable constitutes good cause for the rates to become effective as agreed to by the parties.  Accordingly, pursuant to Section 393.140(11) RSMo 2000, the Staff recommends that the following tariff sheets be approved to become effective on December 1, 2002, the date requested in the Agreement:

P.S.C. Mo. No. 5                                                                                ____

Sec. A  16th Revised Sheet No.  1 Cancelling 15th
Revised
Sheet No.  1

Sec. 1   11th Revised Sheet No.  1 Cancelling 10th
Revised
Sheet No.  1

Sec. 2   10th Revised Sheet No.  1 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  1

Sec. 2   10th Revised Sheet No.  2 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  2

Sec. 2   10th Revised Sheet No.  3 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  3

Sec. 2   11th Revised Sheet No.  4 Cancelling  10th
Revised
Sheet No.  4

Sec. 2   10th Revised Sheet No.  5 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  5

Sec. 2   10th Revised Sheet No.  6 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  6

Sec. 2   10th Revised Sheet No.  7 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  7

Sec. 2     6th Revised Sheet No.  9 Cancelling   5th
Revised
Sheet No.  9

Sec. 2     5th Revised Sheet No.13 Cancelling   4th
Revised
Sheet No.13

Sec. 3   11th Revised Sheet No.  1 Cancelling  10th
Revised
Sheet No.  1

Sec. 3   15th Revised Sheet No.  2 Cancelling  14th
Revised
Sheet No.  2

Sec. 3   10th Revised Sheet No.  3 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  3

Sec. 3   10th Revised Sheet No.  4 Cancelling   9th
Revised
Sheet No.  4

Sec. 3   2nd  Revised Sheet No.  5 Cancelling   1st
Revised
Sheet No.  5

Sec. 4     8th Revised Sheet No.  2 Cancelling   7th
Revised
Sheet No.  2

Sec. 4     1st Revised Sheet No. 21 Cancelling Original Sheet No. 21


WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth in the attached Memorandum, the Staff recommends that the Commission issue an Order approving the tariff sheets identified herein, to become effective on December 1, 2002. 

Respectfully submitted,
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