BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Carl G. Hepp,





)








)





Complainant,

)








)  
Case No. GC-2004-0240

v.





)








)

Laclede Gas Company



)








)





Respondent.

)

NOTICE OF SETTLEMENT

 IN LIEU OF PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 


COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”) and the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”), and in support of their Notice of Settlement in Lieu of Proposed Procedural Schedule state:

1. On April 7, 2004, the Commission issued an Order Setting Prehearing Conference and Requiring Filing of Procedural Schedule.  The Order scheduled a prehearing conference on April 14, 2004, and required the parties to jointly file a procedural schedule by April 21, 2004.  

2. Following the April 14 prehearing conference in Jefferson City, the parties appeared to reach a resolution of the disputes underlying the Complaint.  The Commission twice approved Laclede’s request to extend the time to file a procedural schedule while the parties attempted to document the settlement agreement.  The parties have now agreed on a settlement document distributed by Laclede in June 2004. Dismissal of the case is imminent, pending processing of the appropriate paperwork by the Complainant.  

3. Pursuant to the Commission’s June 9, 2004, Order Granting Motion for Extension of Time, the procedural schedule in this case is due to be filed by August 1, 2004.  However, since the parties have reached a settlement, a procedural schedule is unnecessary.  Accordingly, Laclede and Staff request that the requirement to file a procedural schedule be put in abeyance pending a filing by the Complainant dismissing this case. 

4. Laclede and Staff have not had an opportunity to discuss this pleading with the Complainant.  Staff did discuss with Complainant that typically ten (10) days is permitted to respond to pleadings.  Therefore, Laclede and Staff suggest that the Complainant be given ten (10) days to respond to this pleading in the event that a Notice of Dismissal based on the settlement is not filed by that time.


WHEREFORE, Laclede and Staff respectfully request that the Commission accept this Notice of Settlement in Lieu of Proposed Procedural Schedule, and afford Complainant an opportunity to respond thereto within 10 days in the event that a Notice of Dismissal based on the settlement is not filed by that time.  

Respectfully submitted,




/s/ Rick Zucker










Rick Zucker




Assistant General Counsel

Laclede Gas Company







720 Olive Street, Room 1524







St. Louis, MO 63101







(314) 342-0533 Phone







(314) 421-1979 Fax

rzucker@lacledegas.com

DANA K. JOYCE







General Counsel







/s/ Lera L. Shemwell

________________________________







Lera L. Shemwell


Senior Counsel





Missouri Bar No. 43792







Attorney for the Staff of the 







Missouri Public Service Commission







P. O. Box 360







Jefferson City, MO 65102







(573) 751-7431 (Telephone)







(573) 751-9285 (Fax)







lera.shemwell@psc.mo.gov
Certificate of Service


The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Notice was served on the Complainant and on the Office of Public Counsel, on this 2nd day of August, 2004 by regular mail, hand-delivery, email or facsimile.






/s/ Lera L. Shemwell







____________________
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