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Gerald A. Reynolds

(816) 556-2138
(816) 556-2787 (Facsimile)

Mr. Dale Hardy Roberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
Missouri Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Mr. Roberts :

Enclosed for filing with the Commission in the above-referenced matter are the original
and 15 copies of Kansas City Power & Light Company's Answer. Please time stamp
one of the copies and return it to KCPL in the enclosed self-stamped envelope . A copy
of the foregoing Answer has been mailed via overnight mail this date to parties of
record .

Please bring this filing to the attention of the Commission .

Thank you for your attention to this matter .

Enclosures

cc:

	

Parties of Record
Office of the Public Counsel

JAN 3 1 2000

Mlsso ri Public
service Commission

January 28, 2000

RE: Case No. EC-2000-330

Sincerely yours,

Gerald A. Reynolds

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY
1201 WALNUT a P .O . BOX 418679 " KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679 0 816-SS6-2200 0 WWW.KCPL .COM
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ANSWER

COMES NOW Respondent Kansas City Power & Light Company ("KCPL"), by and

through its attorneys, and makes the following response to the complaint filed in this

matter:

1 . KCPL lacks knowledge or sufficient information regarding Maurice Banks'

residence and therefore leaves Maurice Banks to his proof .

2 .

	

KCPL admits that it is a public utility under the jurisdiction of the Public

Service Commission of the State of Missouri .

3. With respect to paragraph two, KCPL admits that KCPL denied Maurice

Banks' request for electric service at a commercial property . KCPL admits that Maurice

Banks provided KCPL with identification, and a copy of a lease . KCPL also admits that

KCPL and Maurice Banks have had several discussions regarding his request for

electric service . KCPL denies the remaining allegations contained in paragraph two .

4. KCPL admits the allegations contained in paragraph three .

For its other and further Answer and defense, KCPL states and alleges the

following :

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Maurice Banks, ) S
Complainant, )

v . ) Case No. EC-

Kansas City Power & Light Company, )

Respondent . )



5. On or about October 27, 1999, Maurice Banks contacted KCPL, and

requested electric service at a commercial establishment located at 6950 Prospect

Avenue, Kansas City, MO (the "Premises") . During this discussion, Maurice Banks was

informed that since Ray Cartwright ("Mr. Cartwright") operates a business out of the

Premises, Mr. Cartwright's past debts would have to be paid before KCPL would

provide electric service to the Premises. At last count, Mr. Cartwright's unpaid debt

owed to KCPL exceeds $30,000 .

6 . Mr. Cartwright's history with KCPL goes back at least ten years . During

this period, Mr. Cartwright has used numerous aliases', strawmen and business

entities to receive electric service from KCPL. During this period, Mr. Cartwright,

through the use of subterfuge, has obtained electric service from KCPL at various

locations in the Kansas City area, including the Premises. In many cases, Mr.

Cartwright failed to pay his electric bills . As of October 27, 1999, and assuming that a

five-year statute of limitation governs KCPL's causes of action, Mr. Cartwright owes

KCPL approximately $13,538.27 .

7. Upon information and belief, certain members of Maurice Banks' family have

been involved in some Mr. Cartwright's business ventures . Vernon Banks ("Mr. Banks')

has claimed that he is the owner of record of the Premises . Upon information and

belief, and in his purported capacity as owner of the Premises, Mr. Banks leased the

Premises to Mr. Cartwright in the past . In addition, on October 22, 1998, Mr. Banks

informed KCPL that he owned a 25% interest in the business located at the Premises.

At the time this discussion took place, Mr. Banks was attempting to secure electric

Upon information and belief, Mr . Cartwright has used the following aliases to obtain electric service :
Todd Graddine, Robbie Sutton, Ray Wright, Ray Russell, Chuck Freeman, Ray Gay, Roy Cartwright,



service at the Premises for a gentleman named Chuck Freeman . Mr . Banks clamed

that Mr. Cartwright was not the owner of the business being operated at the Premises,

and that Mr. Cartwright was merely helping Mr. Freeman learn the business . KCPL

suspects that Chuck Freeman is one of Mr. Cartwright's aliases .

8 . Upon information and belief, Maurice Banks is Mr. Banks' son .

9 . There is substantial evidence that demonstrates that Mr. Cartwright would

benefit from electric service if KCPL were to provide service at the Premises:

a) The publication "it The Talk Of The Town" contains an advertisement
for a restaurant operated by Mr. Cartwright out of the Premises
("Advertisement") . A copy of the Advertisement is attached hereto as
Exhibit A.

b) The Advertisement states that the name of the restaurant is "Raychef
B .B.Q. and Soul Food Diner."

c) The Advertisement lists the restaurant's address as "6950 Prospect ."

d) On or about July, 1998, telephone service for Ray's Chef Diner ((816)
822-4080) was established under the name of "Chuck Freeman ." As
previously noted, KCPL believes that "Chuck Freeman" is one of the
aliases used by Mr. Cartwright . On or about December 22, 1999, the
telephone service at the Premises was taken out of "Chuck Freeman's"
name and placed in Maurice Banks' name. Please note that the
telephone number listed above recently has been disconnected.

e) KCPL employees have spoken to Mr. Cartwright via telephone at the
Premises .

f)

	

As of November 2, 1999, Mr. Cartwright was receiving mail at the
Premises.

g) Mr. Cartwright has distributed advertisements that promote Ray Chefs
Diner and list the diner's address as 6950 Prospect Street, Kansas
City, MO. A copy of said advertisement is attached hereto as Exhibit
B.

Raymond Russell, and Arthur Taylor. Please note that this list is not exhaustive .



10.

	

The information listed above is merely a portion of the evidence that

demonstrates that Mr. Cartwright would benefit from electric service if KCPL were to

provide electric service to the Premises. Until Mr . Cartwright's prior debts are paid, he

is not entitled to electric service at the Premises or any other location within KCPL

service territory .

WHEREFORE, KCPL prays that the Commission:

a) deny each and every claim for relief presented by the complainant and

dismiss his complaint; and

b) provide such other and further relief as the Commission may deem just .

Respectfully submitted,

William G. Rigglns ; MO #42501
Gerald A. Reynolds, CT #407871
1201 Walnut Street
Kansas City, MO 64106
(816) 556-2785
(816) 556-2787 (Facsimile)

Attorneys for Kansas City Power & Light Company



I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing response was served via overnight
mail on this 281h day of January, 2000, upon:

Office of the Public Counsel
P . O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102

General Counsel
Missouri Public Service Commission
P . O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Maurice Banks
4801 East 40th Place
Kansas City, MO 64130

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
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