Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, Authorizing It to Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Control, and Manage and Maintain a Natural Gas Distribution System to Provide Gas Service in a Christian County, Missouri, as an Expansion of Its Existing Certified Area. 
	)))))))))))
	Case No. GA-2005-0002

	
	
	


Staff Recommendation



COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and respectfully states as follows:


1.
On July 1, 2004, Missouri Gas Energy (“MGE” or “Company”), a division of Southern Union Company, filed with the Commission, pursuant to Section 393.170 RSMo 2000, 4 CSR 240-2.060 and 4 CSR 240-3.205, an Application for a certificate of convenience and necessity ("CCN") to construct, install, own, operate, control, manage and maintain a natural gas distribution system to provide natural gas service in Christian County, Missouri, as an expansion of MGE’s existing certificated area.

2.  
In its July 6, 2004 Order Directing Notice And Setting Date For Submission Of Intervention Requests, the Commission established July 26, 2004 as the deadline for applications to intervene.  As of the time of this filing, no such applications have been filed.

3.  
Based on its review of the subject Application and its analysis as set forth in the attached Memorandum (Attachment A), the Staff is of the opinion, pursuant to Section 393.170.3 RSMo 2000, that MGE’s request for a CCN is “necessary or convenient for the public service.”  Therefore, the Staff recommends approval of MGE’s Application.


WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth in the attached Memorandum, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order granting MGE’s request for a certificate of convenience and necessity, and requiring the Company to file the appropriate tariff sheet(s), incorporating the new service territory, within thirty (30) days of the effective date of such Order.        
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