BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of the Citizens
)

of Iron County, Northwest End of Reynolds
)
Case No.  EO-2007-0155

County, Edgehill and Black Area, for Change 
)

of Electrical Supplier



)

BLACK RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE’S ANSWER TO COMPLAINT


COMES NOW Black River Electric Cooperative (hereinafter “Black River”), by and through counsel R. Scott Reid of Schnapp, Fulton, Fall, Silvey & Reid, L.L.C., Fredericktown, Missouri, and for its Answer to the Request of “Citizens of Iron County, Northwest End of Reynolds County, Edgehill and Black Area” (“Citizens”) for a change of electrical supplier, states to the Commission as follows:


1.
Black River admits that the Citizens have filed a request for a change of electrical service provider from their current electrical utility provider to Black River.


2.
Black River is without sufficient information to admit or deny whether or not it supplied electricity to all of the Citizens signing the Request for Change of Service and therefore denies same.


3.
Citizens’ petition alleges that a Mrs. Donald Chandler became angry because power was off for 2 ½ hours on September 20, 2006 and that her electrical supplier was rude to her when she called and exaggerated the time it would take before being restored.  Black River is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the allegation set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


4.
Attached to Citizens’ petition is an allegation that Donald Chandler had to close a saw mill and send workers home at 8:30 a.m. and the power was restored at around 11:00 a.m.  Black River is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the allegation set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


5.
Attached to Citizens’ petition is an allegation that a lot of people were angry due to losing freezers full of food when the power was off for a long period of time. Black River is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the allegation set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


6.
Attached to Citizens’ petition is an allegation that Roger Price called AmerenUE on July 19th, 20th, 21st and 22nd to report trees over electrical lines close to his house and that Ameren stated his report was not documented until Saturday, July 22nd. Black River is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the allegation set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


7.
Attached to Citizens’ petition is an allegation that when Roger Price’s electric was restored, the downed electrical wires caused a fire. Black River is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the allegation set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


8.
Attached to Citizens’ petition is an allegation that Charles and Rick Freeman own American Customer Service Company of Black, Missouri, operate a vending business and had their electric power off from July 19th through the 24th, causing them to lose thousands of dollars of frozen food. Black River is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the allegation set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


9.
Attached to Citizens’ petition is an allegation that Rick Freeman lost an electrical furnace, air conditioner, dishwasher, two televisions, lamps and a central vacuum system due to a power surge. Black River is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the allegation set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


10.
Attached to Citizens’ petition is an allegation that Black River Electric Cooperative assisted in restoring electrical power and performed the job for AmerenUE who were alleged to be understaffed and did not know the area well.  For their response to the allegations in the preceding sentence, Black River admits that it has assisted AmerenUE in restoring power, but is without sufficient information and knowledge to form a belief as to the truthfulness of the remaining allegations set forth in the preceding sentence and therefore denies same.


11.
Citizens’ petition fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted.


12.
Citizens’ seeks to have electrical service provided by Black River in violation of the territorial agreement approved by this Commission between AmerenUE and Black River Electric Cooperative on June 7, 1996 in Case No. EO-95-400, et al.


13.
The relief requested by Citizens violates RSMo. §393.106 (2004) in that AmerenUE is currently supplying retail electric service through permanent facilities to the Citizens and those signing the petition attached to the Petition.


WHEREFORE, Black River requests that the existing territorial agreement between Black River Electric Cooperative and AmerenUE remain in full force and effect and that Intervenor Black River be granted such other and further relief as this Commission deems just and proper under the circumstances.

SCHNAPP, FULTON, FALL, SILVEY 

& REID, L.L.C.

By: /s/ R. Scott Reid_________________ 
      R. Scott Reid         No. 42841

      135 East Main Street

      P.O. Box 151

      Fredericktown, MO  63645

      573-783-7212

      





      Attorney for Black River

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned does hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was mailed, by United States Postal Service, with proper first-class postage affixed, on this 15th day of November 2006, to:  

General Counsel’s Office

200 Madison Street, Suite 800

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102

AmerenUE

Legal Department

1901 Chouteau Avenue

P.O. Box 66149 (MC-1310)

St. Louis, MO 63166


Office of the Public Counsel


P.O. Box 2230


Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

_/s/ R. Scott Reid________________________

R. Scott Reid
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