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Just days after the official close of the husjest Atlantic come to }’OU. i

"We foresee ancther very adilve Atfantic basin tropical
cyclone season In 2006, states a report fro:m a team incuding fono-time Jorecasting guru Wilkimn

nujricane season on recotd a|l1d with one mmlc"ane stili Horr cana forecasting Ghre Willam b w :
chumiag In the Atlantic, the first 2006 forecast is out firay aF the 27th Nat-onat Huricang §
already. To the surprise of no one i predicts an active <onference Thursday, Harch 24, 5
seasan: 2603, in New Orleans, AP Most Popular
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There's some madestly aond news, hawever. 1of i Fall Sire :
Commrented

Gray of Colovade State University. "However, we da not axpect (o see as many landfalling rrajor
hurricanes in the United States as we have experdenced in 2604 and 2005." Arctlc Sea Ice Drogs Fast in 2010, to Near-Record ...
Degradad 01l From BP $plil Coats Guif Sesfloot

. Warming In Deep Southarn Ocean Linked to Sea-Level..,

the tnited States. Today, Huttlcane Epsilon was still active In the Atlantic, though it does not
threaten fand.
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s yvear, which was supposed to endé Nov, 30, brought a record four major husricanes ashore in I
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Gray has been gazing Into the crystal ball since 1984 ta divine ftiure hurricane activity with
remarkable accuracy, In today's statement, he said he Is letting colleagun Phitip Klotzbach take Aeftatiseninnt
over the lead roll In the prognostications.

The speclfics
The 2046 forecast calls for:

+ 17 nam'ed tropical storms; an average season has 9.6.
+ 9 hurricanes compared to the average of 5.9,

» 5 major hupricanes with winds exceeding 110 rnph; average is 2.3,

Though these statistical préedictions cannot portend when any of the sterms will form or where
thay will go, Kiotzbach, Gray and colleagues calcutate an 81 percent chance that at least oue
majoe hurecane will hit tha U.5. coast in 2006,

How the 2004 forecast compares:

2005 2006 Avg.
Tropical Storms 6 §7 9.6
Huericanes 3 5 5.9
Maior Hurricanas 7 5 2.3

SOURCES: C5U, NOAA

The current series of busy seasons Is part of a long-term cycle that dirnatologlsts had predicted
years ago. Tha Atlantlc is in its 11th year of helghtened activity. It s expected to “continue for the
the next decade or perhaps longer,” said offictals with the Mationat Weather Service last week,

The cycle typically Involves two or more decades of lull and e or more decades of high activity,.
Stepping aside

n teday's statement, presanted o5 part of a scientific papa, the tead author was far the fitst tme
Kiotzhach, with Gray listed second.

"Aftar 22 vears of making these forecasts, it s appropriate that | step back and have Phil
Klgtzbach assume the primary responsiblity fur our pimject’s seasonal, monthly and fandfalt
probabifity forecasts,” Gray said.

SCHEDULE GLG-4 Page 1 of 2

hitp:/Awww livescience.com/environment/051206_hurricane_forecast 2006.html 9/28/2010



2006 Hurricane Prediction Tssued; Forecasting Guru Bill Gray Steps Aside | LiveScience ~ Page 2 of 2

Gray ptans to stay involved while also pussuing other vk,

"ehif is now devating more time to ke improvement of these forezasts thar I am,” he sald, *f am
now giving mase of my efforts to the global watming issue and In synthesizing my projects’ many
yeas of hurclcane aid byphoon stugies,”

The hurrlcane predictions are based on conputer madeis, historica! storms, and data on globaf
sea-surface temperatures, atmospheric coaditions and other facters. In recent years, the methed
has been adopted and adapted by NOAA's Nationsl Hurricane Center, which makes Its own long-
termn foiecasts,

The forecast by Klotzbach's team will he revised Apsit 4 and again Pay 31, psio to the start of the
2066 Atlantic hurricare seasen on June 1.

» The Record-Setting 2005 Hurricane Season
« Schemes to Control the Weather Clouded by Failure

“s. Increase fn Major Hurrlcanes tinked to Warmer Seas

+ Natural Disasters: Top 18 U.S. Threats
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