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Predictions for 2006 Hurricane

Season Sound Ominous

Wtith the hurricane season ahout to start on June 1, Forecasters
are qut with thelr predictlons - and they don’t sound good.

Colorado State University’s chief hurricane guru Willlam Gray Is
predicting ancther very actlve hurrlicane season In 2006 -- 17
named tropical storms, nine hurricanes and five intense
hurricanes, or storms ranging from Category 3 to Category 5. In
all categories, that's about double the average. That's far fewer
than 2005, which saw 28 named storms and 15 hurrlcanes, seven
of which were Categery 3 or higher, But it's still above average.
What is espectally troubling are the strike probabllltles of those 17
named storms.

Gray says the probabHity of at least one intense hurricane making
tandfall during hurricane season, which beglins June 1 and ends
Mov, 30, Is 81 percent for the entire U.S. coastiine. The average
is 52 percent,

The probabllity of a major strike on the eastern U5, coast,
Including the Florida peninsula, Is 64 percent, while the average is
21 percent. And the Gulf Ceast, from the Florida panhandie to
Brownsvlille, Texas, has a 47 percent chance of se¢lng a major
hurricane make landfall, well above the average 30 percent
chance.

What It Means to Agents: The boftom line Is the probabilities
of something bad happening In 2006 are running about deuble
the average, across the board.

Foregaster Blll Gray's Hurricane Forecast (WFOR Channel 4 Mlami
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