Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	The Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission,

                                  Complainant,


         v.

Laclede Gas Company,


                                  Respondent.
	))))))))))
	   Case No. GC-2004-____


COMPLAINT

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, for its Complaint respectfully states as follows:


1.
Section 386.390(1) RSMo 2000 provides that Parties may present a Complaint before the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) regarding any act or omission committed by any person, corporation or public utility.  This statute also provides that the Complaint may be based upon any alleged violation of any provision of law or of any rule or decision of the Commission.


2.
Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.070(1) provides, in part, that the Staff has authority to file a Complaint through the General Counsel in connection with any violation of statute, rule, order or decision within the jurisdiction of the Commission.


3.
Laclede Gas Company (Laclede) is a “gas corporation” as defined in Section 386.020(18) RSMo 2000, and, as such, is a “public utility” subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction pursuant to the terms of Section 386.250(1) RSMo.  Laclede is also subject to the Commission’s safety jurisdiction pursuant to the terms of Section 386.310 RSMo.


4.
On Thursday, December 11, 2003, at approximately 6:22 a.m., a natural gas explosion and fire occurred at #6 Hagers Mill Court, Manchester, Missouri.  A failure of the service tee supplying this residential structure allowed natural gas to escape, migrate, and enter the home before being ignited by an unknown ignition source.  An adult and three children were inside the structure at the time of the explosion, but were able to escape with injuries ranging from minor to severe.  


5.
Laclede owns and operates the natural gas distribution system in Manchester, Missouri.  The 1¼-inch diameter polyethylene distribution main and ⅝-inch (outside diameter) polyethylene service line were operating at approximately 37 pounds per square-inch gauge (psig) at the time of the incident and have a maximum allowable operating pressure of 60 psig.


6.
The Commission’s Energy Department Safety/Engineering Staff conducted an investigation to evaluate the circumstances surrounding the explosion at #6 Hagers Mill Court in Manchester, Missouri, and prepared and filed its Gas Incident Report in Case No. GS-2004-0264 on April 27, 2004. 


7.
During its investigation into the incident, the Staff became aware that the service tee supplying #6 Hagers Mill Court had not been assembled in accordance with Missouri Public Service Commission Regulations.  The service tee was installed on November 4, 1974.  On the date of installation, Commission Regulations had adopted United States Department of Transportation Regulation Title 49, Part 192, Section 192.281(e) which stated in part:  “Each compression type mechanical joint on plastic pipe must comply with the following:  A rigid internal tubular stiffener, other than a split tubular stiffener, must be used in conjunction with the coupling.”  Examination of the service tee after the incident revealed that an internal tubular stiffener had not been installed.


8.
Laclede had established company standards for installation of polyethylene plastic pipe.  Laclede Gas Company Standard No. 13451B, dated 1-14-74, included the following section:  VIII.  Compression Joints When Compression type mechanical joints are used in joining polyethylene tubing or fittings, an internal tubular rigid stiffener must be used.


9.   
Laclede had established company standards for ⅝-inch OD Plastic Service Installation.  Laclede Gas Company Standard 16152B, dated May 19, 1972, detailed configurations for installation on steel mains.  Laclede personnel indicated this standard was also utilized for plastic mains.  This standard was updated July 9, 1976, to include plastic and cast iron mains.  In either case, the detailed configurations showed a steel insert in the plastic tubing at the compression fitting.

COUNT 1

10. Staff believes, based upon its investigations, that Laclede violated the Commission’s Rules when it installed the service tee for #6 Hagers Mill Court, in that, Laclede failed to follow the Federal safety standards (which had been adopted by the Commission) for joining plastic piping and also failed to follow its own installation standards when the service tee was installed.  


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests the Commission find that Laclede violated a Commission rule as alleged in Count 1 above, and further requests that the Commission authorize the General Counsel to seek civil penalties in Circuit Court and order such other relief as the Commission may find just and reasonable.
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