BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Charles A. Cooper, 


)




)


Petitioner,

)




)

v.


)
Case No. GC-2004-0305




)

Missouri Gas Energy,


)




)



Respondent.

)


ORDER SUSPENDING DISCOVERY, 

PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE AND HEARING

On April 7, 2004, the Commission issued its order setting a prehearing conference and requiring the filing of a proposed procedural schedule.  Thereafter, on April 28, the parties jointly filed a proposed procedural schedule, which the Commission adopted on May 11.

On August 17, Missouri Gas Energy filed a Motion to Suspend Discovery, Procedural Schedule, and Hearing Date.  MGE pled that the parties have settled this case.  Because they have settled, MGE asks the Commission to suspend the parties’ duties under the Commission’s May 11 order to give them time to file a dismissal.  Also, MGE states that it has contacted all the parties, and they do not object to the motion.

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(15) states that parties have 10 days to respond to a motion.  But because MGE indicates the parties know about the motion and do not object, the Commission will waive the 10-day rule, and rule upon the motion now.  The Commission takes up MGE’s motion unopposed, finds it reasonable, and will grant it.  The Commission will order the parties to file a dismissal that complies with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.116(1), or a pleading explaining why they wish to continue to hearing. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That Missouri Gas Energy’s Motion to Suspend Discovery, Procedural Schedule, and Hearing Date is granted.

2. That the parties are relieved of any further obligation under the Commission’s May 11, 2004 Order Adopting Jointly Proposed Procedural Schedule.

3. That the parties shall file a dismissal that complies with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.116(1), or in lieu of that, a pleading explaining why they wish to continue to hearing, no later than August 31, 2004.

4. That this order shall become effective on August 18, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Ronald D. Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.  

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 18th day of August, 2004.
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