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December 16, 2004

Judge Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri  65102


Re:
Case No. ER-2004-0570 The Empire District Electric Company 

Dear Judge Roberts:


On December 14, 2004, on instruction from the bench from Regulatory Law Judge Kevin Thompson, the Staff filed a copy of the December 7, 2004 report titled “Short-Term Energy Outlook,” prepared by the U.S. government’s Energy Information Administration.  In addition, Judge Thompson requested that the corresponding NYMEX futures prices from “Gas Daily” also be submitted.  Accordingly, the Staff is filing herewith a copy of a page of the December 8, 2004 issue of “Gas Daily,” showing the NYMEX futures prices as of December 7, 2004.  In accordance with Judge Thompson’s instructions, analogous reports for succeeding months will be filed on an ongoing basis during the pendency of the above-referenced proceeding.





Very truly yours,





/s/ Dennis L. Frey





Attorney for Staff of the
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